
20 

 

 
1: Symposium Flyer 2: Symposium Paper 

Paper presented 15 February 2007 at the Social Justice & Teachers of 
Tomorrow Symposium, Flinders University, South Australia. 
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‘It wasn’t an easy 
time to be a 
schoolteacher, if it 
ever had been. 
Squeezed by the 
state for higher 
standards and by 
parents for higher 
grades, under the 
magnifying glass for 
any ethnic 
insensitivity or sexual 
impropriety, torn by 
the rote demands of 
proliferating 
standardized tests 
and student cries for 
creative expression, 
teachers were both 
blamed for 
everything that went 
wrong with kids and 
turned to for their 
every salvation. This 
dual role of 
scapegoat and savior 
was downright 
messianic… ‘ 
(Shriver, We need to 
talk about Kevin, 
2003, p. 390). 
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Learning by 
talking and 
teaching by 
listening 
(Darling-
Hammond) 
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‘Hold on to your scepticism about everything (everything but love, that 
is: abandon yourself to that) (Mackay, Advance Australia Where, 

2007, p. 343). 
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‘SMS (short message 
service) text has led 
the way, with its arcane 
language of 
abbreviations and 
symbols that seem to 
be shredding the 
written language – or, 
perhaps, to be 
inventing a new kind of 
language. Emails are 
increasingly adopting 
the same abbreviated 
style (Mackay, 
Advance Australia 
Where, 2007, p. 122). 


