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3: Competition Flyer 
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4: Competition Entry 
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LEARNING DOWN UNDER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English through thick and thin… 

 

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

Instead of reproducing the tyranny of 
a decadent educational discourse, 
one that numbs teachers into its 

ranks, Garth Boomer advocates that 
teachers ‘teach … … …’ to 

revolutionise the English classroom. 

Can you find Boomer’s famous 
phrase on the front of the card? 
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  5: SAETA Newsletter Article 

 

‘Howard, the 
necromancer of our 
national psyche, 
conjures our fears to 
frighten us, and then 
offers to banish them 
again to soothe us. 
… In response, 
Australians withdrew 
into a kind of societal 
trance; they 
disengaged from the 
issues that had been 
preoccupying them; 
they shut down or, at 
least, went into 
retreat. They entered 
what now looks like 
the Dreamy Period, 
and stayed there for 
the best part of ten 
years’ (Mackay, 
Advance Australia 
Where, 2007, p. 
241). 



    35 
 

 

Factory Schooling: 

‘Life as the learning 
of rules and the 
doing of homework; 
the world as a 
school. As Michel 
Foucault has shown, 
however, only by its 
named function, and 
not by its 
organization, 
structure and 
assumed values, did 
the school (in its 
modern form) differ 
from the factory, jail, 
military barracks, 
poorhouse, 
corrective institution, 
workhouse or 
hospital. All these 
modern inventions, 
regardless of their 
named functions, 
were also (and 
perhaps above all) 
factories of order; 
industrial plants 
producing situations 
in which the rule 
replaces accident 
and the norm takes 
place of 
spontaneity…’ 
(Bauman, 
Postmodernity and 
its Discontents, 
1997, p. 129). 
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6: Report Card 

T e x t  l o s t  

This text appeared in 2007 in Opinion: South Australian English 
Teachers Association (SAETA) Newsletter, 51 (3), 11-13. 


