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Abstract

Th is thesis investigates a number of communal discernment traditions in the life of the 

Church. Following a methodology of mutual ecclesial learning and receptive ecumenism I 

am asking: What can each tradition of discernment learn from the other? In describing the 

various traditions I take a special interest in the interactive skills that are required for communal 

discernment. I argue that as a result of prayerful listening and waiting as part of the process 

of communal discernment the interactions among the participants take on the character of 

spiritual practices, in that listening to God and to one another become one and the same. As a 

result, prayerful interactions directed to God and to one another, can become entry points for 

the Spirit to infl uence a community’s decision making and persons become active participants 

in the Spirit’s work.
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