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Abstract

This thesis examines the root causes and effects of contemporary conflict in Céte d’Ivoire,
focusing particularly on the period since the civil war broke out on 19 September 2002 after
a failed coup d’état. It assesses the roles of the key players in order to provide comprehensive
analysis of Cote d’Ivoire’s economic, political and social instability. Importantly this thesis
examines the key concept of Ivoirité to show how the ethnicisation of politics has shaped
conflict and crisis in this West African nation. Furthermore, this thesis argues that the root
causes of the conflict can be traced back to the period of Félix Houphouét-Boigny, the first
President of the independent, post-colonial nation, and his failure to successfully manage a
leadership transition from his generation to the next. During his three decades of rule, there
were no plans made for his succession, and thus when he ultimately died in office, political,
economic, and social instability resulted, plunging the country into ongoing crises and
conflicts.

Cote d’Ivoire is still recovering from the heavy consequences of the contested 2010
presidential elections between Laurent Gbagbo and Alassane Ouattara, which caused
political-military crisis from December 2010 to April 2011. Ouattara, the new President, has
inherited a weak economy with high levels of unemployment, increased costs of living, and
rising insecurity. This situation continues to deteriorate as the country tries to recover.
However, this has led to a stalling of the national reconciliation process, which, as this thesis

argues, is one of the few vehicles for peace and stability to occur in the country.

Vi
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INTRODUCTION

In many an African country the ruler is portrayed as embodying the idea,

dignity, and even the sacredness of the state — a concept most evident in

countries with long-surviving rulers who have governed for a decade or

more or have ruled continuously since independence. In those countries

the idea of the state and the person of the ruler are intertwined to a

degree that is difficult to imagine in institutionalised systems. For

example, an lvory Coast without Félix Houphouét-Boigny is difficult to

visualise, even though one day it will be without him, when it is, the state

is unlikely to be quite the same.?
This thesis aims to identify the root causes of the ongoing Ivorian political crisis, as well as
the consequences and the challenges that lay ahead. It aims to further examine the role of key
players in Cote d’Ivoire’s political history, and analyses the origin of the crisis. It clearly
outlines the failure of the first President elect, Félix Houphouét-Boigny, to properly organise
his succession. Houphouét, who led the country from 1960-1993, made a political mistake
that plunged the country into a devastating crisis by deliberately refusing to nominate his
successor. This thesis will argue that for 33 years, concerns persisted because Houphouét
never intended to step down and bring in a new generation of Ivorian politicians. Houphouét
knew the risk involved but he was reluctant to do anything meaningful about it. As a result,
the nation submerged to political crisis after his death in 1993. The crisis was arguably due to
his reign that lasted too long, as well as his undefined process of succession.
This thesis will argue that the overriding problem in Cote d’Ivoire today is the result of the

concentration of power in the hands of Houphouét who maintained absolute control over all

! Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal rule in black Africa, prince, autocrat, prophet, tyrant, 1982,
University of California Press, p. 23.



forms of political and economic power. Personal rule under Houphouét, which was
characterised by a combination of: authoritarian rule, a low level of institutionalisation of
political processes, and a one man decision making process, posed major negative effects in
Cote d’Ivoire. This forms the background of the crisis. In order to understand the political
dynamics of Cote d’Ivoire, it is important to examine Houphouét’s long political career based
on his personal rule which began in 1960, and the resulting complexity of subsequent
leadership battles after his death. For example, the tensions between Bédié, Gbagbo and
Ouattara along ethnic divisions clearly shows how the key political actors have used
ethnicity in order to divide Ivorians, in a vain attempt to rule and for their own political
survival.

This thesis will also show the failure of the ruling elite to address and resolve key issues such
as: citizenship, identity, and political inclusion or exclusion after Houphouét’s death
aggravated the situation. By exploring the historical context of Codte d’lvoire since
independence in 1960 through the lens of Houphouét’s three decades of presidency and
through the subsequent years of leadership/regime change, this thesis will also attempt to
offer practical solutions to the crisis.

Nonetheless, significant indications given here support the conclusion that political
clientelism and corruption in all forms are found in the politics of post-Houphouét political
leaders Bédié, Gbagbo, and Ouattara. Their failure to put an end to these phenomena has
impacted the legitimacy of their governments, and they have failed to deliver peace, stability
and security for Cote d’Ivoire.”® As a direct result of this, any new regime always looks like
the old one, a matter of plus ¢a change, plus c’est la méme chose, [the more things change,

the more they stay the same].

3 James Colman and Carl Rosberg, Political parties and National integration in tropical Africa, (Berkeley and
Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1966) pp. 151-161.



Cote d’Ivoire held its first multiparty election in 1990. Since Houphouét’s death in 1993,
political turmoil has persisted and a 2002 rebellion left the nation divided into northern and
southern sections. Although attempts for reconciliation were initiated the following year,
including a 2007 power-sharing agreement signed by the Gbagbo government and the rebels,
they failed to reunite the nation.

To make matters worse, a disputed presidential election in 2010 led to a political standoff.
This thesis will show that this election should not have been held as it increased the level of
crisis it was supposed to end and failed to help bring about stability.

Based on the lvorian Constitution, a candidate is required to win the absolute majority of the
votes. Since no candidate among the fourteen contesters had obtained an absolute majority in
the ballot at the first round, a second round took place on 28 November, 2010.

The second round of the contest took place between the leader of the opposition Alassane
Ouattara and incumbent President Laurent Gbagbo, the two winners of the first round. The
opposition candidate Alassane Ouattara, was announced the ‘winner’ on 2 December, 2010,
by the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) with 54.10% of the votes over the incumbent
Laurent Gbagbo who obtained 45.90% of the votes.*

However, on 3 December, both Gbagbo and Ouattara took oaths of office. This move caused
confusion. Gbagbo took the prescribed oaths before the Constitutional Council. In a letter
addressed to the Constitutional Council, Ouattara took oaths of office t00.°> As a result, both
Gbagbo and Ouattara appointed cabinet members in their respective governments and
officially or unofficially assumed the title of ‘President.” of the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire. For
the first time in its political history, Cote d’Ivoire had two Presidents because of the clumsy

way in which the election had been managed by the relevant authorities.

4 See “Postelection crisis,” ONUCI, United Nations Operation in Cote d’Ivoire, available at
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unaoci/elections.shtml (accessed 19 July 2014).

5 “Présidentielles 2010 ler tour” available at http://www.abidjan.net/elections/presidentielles/2010/ (accessed 19
July 2014).
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The announcement of these election results sparked widespread violence in many parts of
Cote d’Ivoire. After months of international interventions by France and the United Nations
under the auspices of the United Nations Operation in Cote d’Ivoire (ONUCI), the political
standoff was eventually resolved in 2011 and general calm was restored, but the overall crisis
persisted.

The role of this international peacekeeping mission which had been deployed in Cote d’Ivoire
since 2004, is important to examine in the context of this crisis. The aim of the mission was
to monitor and assist in the implementation of a peace treaty and to help in the transition to
democratic rule in Cote d’Ivoire. The ‘controversial’ concept of the Responsibility to Protect
(R2P), which will be discussed below in chapter 7 was used in Cdte d’Ivoire to protect
civilians when Cote d’Ivoire descended into political and ethnic violence following the 2010
presidential election.®

Therefore, this thesis will argue that the use of force by the UN peacekeepers and French
troops under the guise of R2P was a clear indication of a regime change in Céte d’Ivoire.

The thorny question of national reconciliation remained a key stumbling block to
management of the continuing crisis. This thesis argues that the public was frustrated in
2014/15 because of the weaknesses of the Ouattara government in its political approach to
resolution of the problem. Further, it shows that though some steps toward normalisation
have been taken, they have failed to lead to a broader national reconciliation.

Indeed, the research conducted for this thesis reveals that many Ivorians are frustrated by the
slow process of reconciliation. One respondent told me that “The same causes produce the

same effects,” when discussing the slow reconciliation process.’

6 See Leslie Varenne, Abobo la guerre: Céte d’Ivoire terrain de jeu de la France et de I’ONU, (France :
Editions Mille et une nuits, February 2012), p. 261; The new concept of Responsibility to protect (R2P) was
adopted in 2005 by UN member states. However, critics say it is a replica of French’s former minister for
foreign affairs Bernard Kouchner concept about the right to interfere.

7 Interview with Respondent “O” in Abidjan Céte d’Ivoire on 19 June 2012.



Faced with this ongoing political chaos and long periods of uncertainty, some lvorians are
missing the stability they enjoyed under Houphouét, the Cote d’Ivoire ‘Big Man,” despite his
neopatrimonial rule. Houphouét was widely regarded by many Ivorians as a formidable
negotiator and strategist, and he is remembered for creating the climate and conditions
conducive to peace and stability in Cote d’Ivoire. For example, under Houphouét from 1970
to 1985, the nation was calm and Cote d’Ivoire was not at war. According to Jacques Baulin,
Houphouét obtained political stability through his charismatic personality as well as his
political ability to manage internal contradictions.® From the perspective of his supporters,
even though he ruled in a one-man reign and grew increasingly autocratic and corrupt,
Houphouét remained a popular figure.® For much of the Ivorian public, the crisis started
following his death in 19941

Today, faced with the government’s inability to overcome obstacles in the reconciliation
process, Houphouét’s followers have come to realise that it is unlikely that their ideal
stability and balance will ever be achieved.!

Therefore, as Jackson and Rosberg predicted, in the opening quote above, the nation won’t be
the same again. Unless the root causes of the tragedy are addressed immediately, recurrent
violence in Cote d’Ivoire will continue to fuel opposition-government tensions.

Cote d’Ivoire’s struggles with the after-effects of authoritarianism are far from unique, of
course. African and Africanist communities would agree that authoritarism spred around
sub-Saharan Africa on the eve of independences and somehow persisted until the end of the

1980s. It was during the last decade of the 20" century that Africa faced a crisis of

8 Jacques Baulin 1982, La politique intérieure d’Houphouét-Boigny, Eurafor-Press, p.31.

® Houphouét declared that “There is no problem in the world, however difficult... that cannot be solved through
negotiation.” Quoted by Mr Fidel V. Ramos, the President of the Republic of the Philippines in 1997 in his
address during the Awards ceremony of Houphouét peace price, available at
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001873/187314e.pdf (accessed 25 July 2014),

10 Augustine Vidjannangni, 2011, “La complexité de la question identitaire en Cote d’Ivoire,” Université du
Québec a Montréal

1 Interview with Respondent “D” Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 14 June 2012.
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authoritarism. If key African political actors did not have the resources required for a
successful political transition, they got the resources to postpone it until chaos occurred.
During the cold war, most African leaders were the same and Houphouét was no different.?
In 1960, Houphouét left his mark on Coéte d’Ivoire’s destiny by negotiating independence
from France. As a charismatic figure Houphouét became ‘the unique kingmaker’ and the
principal architect of the destiny of Ivorian people. Over the years, he became ‘the father of
the nation,” ‘the old man,” ‘the wise man of Africa.” The transfer of the political and
administrative capital to his native village of Yamoussoukro, including the construction of
the Notre-Dame basilica of peace, the Houphouét-Boigny foundation for peace research, and
the Félix Houphouét-Boigny peace prize awarded by UNESCO have definitely ‘connected
Houphouét to eternity,” making his legacy unassailable. In that regard, it is fair to say that his
succession management strategy was a success. ™

After his 33 years of authoritarian rule, Houphouét left behind a lasting political legacy on the
Ivorian Constitution by constantly manipulating Article 11 in order to retain power. In effect,
Article 11 was so often amended (1975, 1980, 1985, 1986, 1990) that it was dubbed a
‘constitutional chameleon.’*

Houphouét also used the strategy of ‘the successor without name or face,” creating ambiguity
around the name of the potential successor, which profoundly reflected the obsession to
eternity or immortality shared by a large number of charismatic African political leaders
during the cold war.

According to the Akan formula, a serving chief is never replaced - while a chief is alive he

doesn’t indicate the name of his successor. Akan is Houphouét’s ethnic group and this ethnic

12 Daniel Bourmaud 2006, “Aux sources de 1’autoritarisme en Afrique: des ideologies et des hommes,”Revue
Internationale de Politique Comparée, Vol. 13, pp. 625-641.

13 Claude Patrice, 1990, L’offrande d’Houphouét-Boigny, Jean-Paul 11 consacre la basilique de Yamoussoukro,
la plus coutéuse et la plus contestée des cathédrales, in Le Monde, 10 Septembre, p. 9.

14 See Achille Mbembe, 1999, Des Figures du politique en Afrique des pouvoirs herités aux pouvoirs élus,
Karthala & CODERSIA Editions, p. 109.



group rejects the replacement of their leader while he is in office based on their tradition.
Houphouét effectively used this formula until he died in office. In order to reach his objective
and ensure that while he was alive no-one was acting as legitimate successor, Houphouét
eliminated his ambitious opponents and created competition among them when required. This
caused uncertainty and chaos rather than stability after his death, which is still continuing
today.*®

Methodology and Sources

This thesis was prepared on the basis of field-work conducted by the author in Abidjan, Cote
d’Ivoire from March to June 2012. This research was approved by the Flinders University
Social and Behavioural Ethics Committee on 6 March, 2012.

Like many other researchers, | was confronted with the large number of possible research
methods and strategies available. This thesis employed interviewing, which is one of the most
popular research techniques in political science today. Interviewing presents a number of
advantages over other research methods. One of the key advantages of interviews it that they
enable us to capture “what is in people’s heads.”® Such an approach helps us to better
understand interviewees’ motivations and actions.'’

For this work, after selecting 20 interviewees and gaining access, | carried out interviews and
analysed the results. The twenty participants, who were interviewed both formally and
informally, included a range of political powerbrokers, representatives of the oldest political
party in Cote d’Ivoire the Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire (PDCI), the opposition political

party the Ivorian Political Front (FPI), and a number of academics, journalists,

15 Samba Diarra 1997, Les faux complots d’Houphouét-Boigny, fracture dans le destin d’une nation, Paris,
Katharla, pp. 138-139 ; Thomas Hofnung 2012, La crise Ivoirienne de Félix Houphouét-Boigny a la chute de
Laurent Gbagbo, Frat Mat Editions, p. 23.

16 Emmanel Alder 1997, ‘Seizing the middle ground: constructivism in world politics,” European Journal of
International Relations, Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 319-363.

17 Susan Jones 1985, ‘Depth interviewing’ in Robert Walker (ed.) Applied qualitative research, Aldershot:
Gower, pp. 45-55; Keith Punch 1998, Introduction to social research, London, Sage Publications.



representatives of civil society, religious groups, and Ivoirians from different social, political
and economic backgrounds. I interviewed twenty people, two of whom were women. It was
not possible to interview a larger group of women, because, given the country’s culture, most
Ivorian women preferred to refrain from face-to-face interviews with a male researcher.
Fortunately, 1 achieved a more satisfactory balance in the interview set among the various
Cote d’Ivoire ethnic groups. | interviewed 5 respondents from the Akan ethnic group, 5 from
Krou; 5 from Gur and 4 from Malinké, 1 from OTHER.

As far as achieving a balance regarding occupation, | interviewed 1 entrepreneur, 1 security
officer, 1 house cleaner, 1 bank manager, 1 former journalist, 1 academic, 1 economist, 1
businesswoman, 1 church spokesperson, 1 social worker, 1 representative of civil society, 1
journalist, 1 former public servant, 2 public servants. Three respondents identified themselves
as political analysts. For 2 respondents their occupation was not applicable. Moreover, the
interview set also represented a satisfactory balance in age distribution. Nine respondents
were aged between 50-60. 6 respondents were aged between 40-50 while 5 respondents were
aged between 30-40.

During these interviews | understood that while everyone was entitled to hold and express an
opinion that did not mean that everyone’s opinion was “equally valid or influential.”8
According to Pierre N’da, the researcher should consult multiple sources including
publications, resource persons, experts in particular areas, colleagues or other researchers
working in the same field to validate the respondents’ claims.!® This was achieved in my
research by cross-checking the information coming from different sources, such as through

personal contacts and through literature review.

18 peter Burnham, Gilland Lutz Karin, Grant Wyn, and Layton-Henry Zig. 2008. Research Methods in Politics.
2" Edition. Houndmills, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, p. 2.

19 Pierre N’da 2007, Méthodologie et guide practique du mémoire de recherche et de la thése de doctorat, Paris,
L’Harmattan, p. 98.



| also understood the ‘saturation effect’ of the interviews: interviewees always talk about the
same thing, and it adds nothing new to the interview. When saturation was reached — in other
words - when no new data was emerging and | was satisfied that the data collected allowed
for an in-depth understanding of the political crisis taking place in Cote d’Ivoire, interviewing
stopped.?

The interview material utilised in this thesis went through the process of interpretation and
reinterpretation. By using multiple sources for cross-checking, rather than one sole informant
no matter how informed, intelligent and articulate they seemed, | dealt with bias, credibility,
and reliability issues.?

All interviews quoted in this study were conducted in French. The objective of the interviews
was to allow interviewees to freely express themselves and to collect detailed data
specifically about the crisis in Cote d’Ivoire. The interview material, along with other
research methods such as the review and analysis of archival, primary, and secondary
sources, will be used to support my conclusions of the causes and effects of the ongoing crisis

in Cote d’Ivoire. See Table 0.1 below for a summary of this interviewee bio-data.

20 Jeffey Berry 2002, Validity and Reliability Issues in Elite Interviewing, Political Science and Politics, Vol.
35, No. 4, pp. 679-662; Patricia Fusch and Lawrence Ness, Are we there yet? Data Saturation in Qualitative
Research, The Qualitative Report, VVol. 20, No. 9, http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR20/9/fuschipdf (accessed 21
June 2015).

2L peter Burnham, Gilland Lutz Karin, Grant Wyn, and Layton-Henry Zig. 2008. Research Methods in Politics.
2" Edition. Houndmills, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, p. 246.
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Table 0.1: Summary of Interviewee Bio-Data

Respondents: | Gender | Age Ethnic group/origin Political party Occupation
Total 20 range
Akan Krou | Gur Malinké Other | PDCI RDR FPI
A Male 50-60 N N Entrepreneur
B Male 30-40 N N Security Officer
C Male 30-40 N N House cleaner
D Male 40-50 N \ Bank manager
E Male 50-60 N Former journalist
F Male 50-60 N \ Academic
G Male 40-50 N Economist
H Male 50-60 N Former public servant
[ Male 30-40 V V N/A
J Female | 50-60 N N Businesswoman
K Male 30-40 \ \ Church spokesperson
L Female | 50-60 \ N Social worker
M Male 50-60 N N Public servant
N Male 40-50 V \ N/A
0 Male 50-60 N N Political analyst
P Male 40-50 \ \ Political analyst
Q Male 40-50 N N Public servant
R Male 30-40 N N Representative of civil
society
S Male 50-60 \ Journalist
T Male 40-50 N Political analyst




The qualitative research method was used to validate respondents’ assumptions. In addition
to the twenty interviews (See Appendix B for original transcripts of interviews), a survey of
twenty participants was conducted. See Table 0.2 below for a summary of the survey

respondents’’ bio-data.



Table 0.2: Survey Respondents’ Bio-Data

2012 surveys conducted by the author in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. Surveys were conducted in French, and translated below by the author.

Respondents: | Gender | Agerange | Ethnic Group Issues that were raised during the survey
Total 20
Akan Krou | Gur | Malinké | Land Religion Ethnicity Succession
Ownership war
Al Male 20-30 N N
B2 Male 20-30 N N
C3 Female | 20-30 N N
D4 Male 20-30 N N
E5 Female | 20-30 N N
F6 Male 20-30 N N
G7 Female | 20-30 N N
H8 Female | 20-30 N N
19 Female | 20-30 N N
J10 Female | 20-30 N N
K11 Male 20-30 \ V
L12 Female | 20-30 v v
M13 Male 20-30 N N
N14 Male 20-30 N N
015 Male 20-30 N N
P16 Male 30-30 N N
Q17 Male 20-30 N N
R18 Female | 20-30 N N
S19 Female | 20-30 N N
T120 Female | 20-30 N N

10




Both the interviews and survey were conducted in French. Although no request was made by
the participants to do so, their names have been withheld to protect their identity, privacy and
security, according to ethical guidelines.

In addition to these interviews and surveys, | sourced documents concerning Ivorian politics
through party officials, and | also conducted archival research at the Fraternité Matin
(Government owned newspaper) and in Abidjan at the library of the Centre for Research and
Action for Peace (CERAP). Furthermore, this research was based on both French and English
documents and literature. | have provided translations from French to English where
appropriate and this has been noted in the text. There is very little comprehensive literature
written in English about the crisis in Cote d’Ivoire, and in French, while more has been
written, there remains a wide gap in published research on the political crisis and situation in
Cote d’Ivoire. Therefore, this thesis aims to fill this gap by providing analysis in English of
the causes and consequences of crisis in Cote d’Ivoire.

Research Limitations

The process of collecting information for this research, in this country still in crisis, was a
‘delicate’ task. Cote d’Ivoire is still recovering from the 2010 post-election crisis that killed
an estimated 3,000 people. Progress since then has been slow, because the opposition, civil
society, and community remain suspicious about the government’s selective justice. While
both political parties committed post-election crimes during the 2010 crisis, Ouattara only
sent Gbagbo to the ICC, not his lieutenants. There is an evident lack of confidence from the
opposition’s perspective to engage in the reconciliation process. With the same token, attacks
against innocent civilians and between pro-Gbagbo and pro-Ouattara supporters, continue
around the country. Because of the high level of propaganda and misinformation still in
circulation, and the resulting volatile security issues, collecting political interview and survey

data was challenging to say the least.
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Given the high level of insecurity in Cote d’Ivoire, | conducted research solely in Abidjan,
the economic capital. In one case, | was unable to interview an opposition figure because he
was suspected by the government for inciting violence. He was later sentenced to 6 months in
prison, after I had left Cote d’Ivoire. I was also unable to conduct field research in the wider
regional areas such as Duékoué, Danané Guiglo, Man and Korhogo, due to the restrictions of
my research ethics clearance which required me to adhere to the Australian Government’s
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) Travel Warnings, which rated those
regions as in the Category 4 of Travel Warnings (with 5 being the highest alert level). This
unfortunately precluded them as sites for my academic research. Violent protests were
considered likely to erupt spontaneously, and | needed to keep in mind my own security as a
researcher as well as the safety of the respondents. For similar security reasons, | was unable
to make a trip to Yamoussoukro to interview Houphouét’s nephew Augustin Abdoulaye
Thiam.

Literature Review

The literature on Ivorian history is reconstructed through oral traditions, the colonial census
and/or migrant records, and provides links to discussions of colonialism, politics, the
economy, nationalism and ethnicity. Historians such as Jean-Noel Loucou and Francoise
Ligier relied upon historical records preceding and during the colonial period to determine
the origins of Ivorian ethnicity.! Writers and scholars such as Tety Louhoh Gauze have also
used similar historical sources to closely analyse the patterns and timing of Ivorian
migration.?

In his book Cote d’Ivoire: entre barbarie et démocratie, (Cote d’Ivoire: Between Barbary and

Democracy), Martial Ahipeaud lays out the political history of Coéte d’Ivoire from the

! Jean-Noél Loucou and Francoise Ligier 1997, La reine Pokou: fondatrice du royaume baoulé, Nouvelles
Editions Africaines, Abidjan.
2 Tety Louhoh, “Contribution a I’histoire de peuplement de la Céte d’Ivoire,”AUA:F1, fasc. 1, pp. 7-24.
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colonial era to modernity. In the first part, he demonstrates the ways the colonial master
decided to transform the territory into the epicentre of its political action in the region, and
more importantly into its supplier for agricultural raw materials. The second part of the work
explores the economic crisis, political and ideological of the late 1980s, arguing that it was a
transitional crisis of the Ivorian political class. Finally, the third part examines the concept of
Ivoirité which he identifies as a very concrete example of the cause of barbarism in Cote
d’Ivoire. In this Ahipeaud proved prescient, as contemporary Cote d’Ivoire is still trapped
‘between barbary and democracy.”®

In Coéte d’Ivoire, the politicisation of identity based on national origin has become a force that
has fundamentally torn the nation’s social fabric. A considerable number of books have shed
some light on what Ivorian ethnic groups have in common. Nonetheless, they have failed to
consider nuances in names, religion, and the distortion of ethnicity in their analysis of this
politicisation, despite the fact that these elements were used to promote “Ivoirité” by
President Henri Konan Bédié as a nationalistic ideology in Céte d’Ivoire.*

For example, in his book entitled Les Chemins de ma vie (The paths of my life), Bédié
strongly attacked Ouattara for interfering in Cote d’Ivoire’s politics, stating that, “Given that
he is Burkinabe by his father, he did not have to interfere into the succession issue of Cote
d’Ivoire.”®

Due to the colonial legacy, African leaders embraced authoritarian as well as repressive one-

party government regimes, which were endorsed by former colonial masters to keep African

dictators in power, or to sideline them. As a result, as Cheru Fantu convincingly argues,

3 Martial Ahipeaud 2009, Cdte d’Ivoire: entre barbarie et démocratie, Les Editions du CERAP, pp. 159-167.

4 Bernadette Koffi, 2001, “Univers des noms et prénoms baoulé en Coéte d’Ivoire’’ Nouvelles Editions
Ivoiriennes.

5 In Siendou Konaté, 2004, “The politics of identity and violence in Céte d’Ivoire,” The West African Review,
issue 5, Africa Resource Centre, available at
http://www.africaknowledgeproject.org/index.php/war/login?source=%2Findex.php%2Fwar%2Farticle%2Fvie
W%2F311%2F594 (accessed 7 June 2013).
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“Africa became the prime battleground” when the West was opposing the East, intensifying
domestic and regional conflicts. Each side backed its own dictators who silenced their own
people and clinged to power by threat of force as well as abusing their power in order to
enrich themselves.®

There have been few detailed accounts of the first President of independent Céte d’Ivoire,
until Frédéric Grah Mel published Houphouét’s official biography in 2003. When |
interviewed Grah Mel in 2012 he stated that “he ha[d] been researching Houphouét for 12
years.”’

Indeed, Grah Mel’s account of Houphouét’s life has remained an influential text in Cote
d’Ivoire. For example, most of the respondents to my interviews and surveys had referred to
Grah Mel’s work to understand the crises. The title of Grah Mel’s first book neatly
encapsulated its meaning: Félix Houphouét-Boigny Le fulgurant destin d’une jeune proie
(“Félix Houphouét-Boigny The fate of a runway prey”). The book covers the period from
1900 to 1960, exploring Houphouét’s transition from unionism to politics and his affiliation
with communism. Grah Mel’s second book Félix Houphouét-Boigny [’épreuve du pouvoir
(“Félix Houphouét-Boigny the test of power”) concerns Cote d’Ivoire’s development. His
third and perhaps most important book, Félix Houphouét-Boigny la fin et la suite (“Félix
Houphouét-Boigny the end and the following”), examines the succession battle caused by
Houphouét which led to the Ivorian crisis. Grah Mel aimed to offer a good understanding of
Houphouét’s life with as much as detail as possible. As an historian and Houphouét’s official
biographer, Grah Mel did not want to mimic such authors as Samba Diarra, Charles Donwahi

or Kodiara Koné who gave negative accounts about the President because they were victims

6 Cheru Fantu, “The global economic order and its socio-economic impacts: The African perspective,” The
Study of Africa, vol. 1, Disciplinary and interdisciplinary encounters; Vol. 2, Transnational and global
engagements, Dakar: (Codestria book series, 2006-2007), p. 185.

" Interview with Grah Mel in Abidjan Céte d’Ivoire on 15 May 2012.
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of his policy.® Or authors such as Jacques Baulin, Laurent Gbagbo or Bernard Doza who
wrote to demystify Houphouét®
In his first volume, Grah Mel wrote that:

Since Houphouét is no longer around to endorse those who write nice things

about him or oppress his opponents, what would be the point of writing

about him as disciple or objector? For me, a unique reason motivated me,

the duty of memory, and this imperative which became unavoidable for

countries interested in progress.*
Meanwhile, other authors covered the aspect of political parties in Cote d’Ivoire. In his book
One-party government in the Ivory Coast 1964, Aristide Zolberg argues that because
fragmented political parties were dissolved and integrated into the PDCI, it formed a strong
coalition in order to win several elections. In his analysis of the PDCI, Zolberg indicated that
despite some disagreement over policies within the party among senior party members, the
PDCI under Houphouét’s leadership successfully created a modern, integrated and national
society.!!
This brief literature review shows that the literature on Cote d’Ivoire is dominated by a focus
on the leadership of Houphouét. This thesis will both add to that literature and move beyond

it.

8 See Samba Diarra, 1997, Les faux complots d’Houphouét-Boigny: fracture dans le destin d’une nation. To be
the only person running the country, Houphouét imagined ‘plots’ to arbitrary arrest and cruelly torture his
opponents; See also Prison time Kodiara Koné’s Misadventure 63: Mes souvenirs des prisons d’Houphouét-
Boigny, Abidjan, SAFICA press, collection Temoignage, July 2000. In this autobiography, he narrates his
chaotic life in prison under Houphouét just three years after independence; See Charles Donwahi, 1997, La foi et
l’action — Intineraire d 'un humaniste.

% See Jacques Baulin La politique africaine d’Houphouét-Boigny, 1980, La politique intérieure d’Houphouét-
Boigny, 1982, and La succession d’Houphouét-Boigny, 1989 ; Laurent Gbagbo, 1983, Pour une alternative
démocratique, Paris; Bernard Doza, 1991, Liberté confisquée.

10 Grah Mel, Félix Houphouét-Boigny, Le filgurant destin d’une jeune proie, 2003, vol.1 pp. 15-17, (Translated
for this thesis by the author, 2012); This was echoed by Prof Koby. Interview with Koby Abidjan Céte d’Ivoire
19 May 2012; See also interview with Respondent “M” Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 27 June 2012.

1 Aristide Zolberg, 1964, One-party government in the lvory Coast (Princetown: Princetown University Press.).
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Thesis Structure

This thesis examines the root causes and consequences of the ongoing and persistent political
crises in Cote d’Ivoire. Chapter 1 provides an overview of the country in order to
comprehensibly understand Cote d’Ivoire’s economic, political and social instability. This
chapter also argues that because the successors of President Houphouét were not
democratically elected they sparked a crisis of legitimacy. Chapter 2 provides a historical
analysis ranging from the pre-colonial period to the post-colonial legacy of Cote d’Ivoire. It
argues that despite Cote d’Ivoire achieving independence since 1960, its French colonial
policies still have a significant impact on the politics, economy, language, culture and peoples
to this day, for example in its monetary arrangements or its arbitrary geographic boundaries.
Chapter 3 examines the role of Houphouét in order to understand how the first President
governed the nation and how he became the dominant force of Ivorian politics. This chapter
introduces the concept of the °Big Man’ including the associated characteristics of
patrimonialism, neopatrimonialism, clientelism, patronage, nepotism and corruption. Chapter
4 argues that despite Houphouét’s death, his successors maintained the ‘Big Man’ tradition
due to fragile legitimacy and the prevalence of informal institutions. This chapter argues that
corruption, tribalism, nepotism, and other assorted malpractices still continue in Cote d’Ivoire
today under the ruling elites of Bédié¢, Gbagbo and Ouattara, five decades after independence.
Chapter 5 examines the root causes of Cote d’Ivoire’s crises, primarily Houphouét’s failure to
choose his replacement. While change was necessary and imminent in Cote d’Ivoire
throughout his rule, the father of the nation was not ready to let go. Like many other
autocratic African leaders, Houphouét was convinced that power was not to be shared. The
chapter argues that the overriding problem in Céte d’Ivoire today is the result of Houphouét’s
possession of, and unwillingness part with, ultimate power, which led to the succession battle

he caused.
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Chapter 6 assesses Cote d’Ivoire’s economic, social and political crises since 1980. It argues
that the successors of Houphouét, as in most other African countries, used the politics of
exclusion to exploit their ethnicity, region and religion to maintain their political power
resulting in the country’s various crises. The Succession War after Houphouét’s death is also
analysed in this chapter. Chapter 7 examines the 2010 elections, the international
involvement, and the UN doctrine of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P). It argues that the
elections should not have been held as it worsened the crisis it was supposed to end. Finally,
Chapter 8 examines the reconciliation process and argues that despite some progress towards
normalisation, the country’s leaders have failed to achieve national reconciliation, as seen by
Ouattara’s imprisonment of former President Gbagbo and his allied colleagues in 2011, and
his continuing refusal to release them. This chapter argues that it is fundamentally necessary
to release Gbagbo and his key allies in order to achieve reconciliation. Furthermore, this
chapter explores other necessary reconciliation approaches, such as the implementation of ‘a
robust’ program of disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration (DDR). DDR has both the

legitimacy and capacity to bring about a lasting peace and reconciliation in Céte d’Ivoire.
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CHAPTER 1: COTE D’'IVOIRE

This chapter provides an overview of Cote d’Ivoire and the Ivorian crises since independence
in 1960. It argues that Houphouét ruled with the concept of Politics of the Belly to the
country’s detriment. The succession of leaders who came into power following his death did
so illegitimately, causing a crisis of legitimacy that is still prevalent to this day. Many
perceive that Ouattara came into power following the controversial 2010 elections only with
‘help from abroad,” namely through support from both the ex-colonial power of France and
the UN. Another cause of the crisis can be attributed to the concept of Ivorianism; the
distinction between real Ivorians and foreigners. Through this concept, undemocratically
elected leaders, such as Bédie, sought to claim legitimacy through their ethnicity.
Geography

Cote d’Ivoire is geographically located in West Africa, bordering the Gulf of Guinea and
neighbouring Ghana to the east, Liberia and Guinea to the west, Mali and Burkina Faso to the
north. Cdte d’Ivoire consists of a coastal strip in the south, dense forests in the interior and
savannahs in the north. lvorians have strong social and cultural ties with people in
neighbouring countries.

Name

The name Cote d’Ivoire, meaning Ivory Coast in English, originates historically from the
ivory trade that occurred in the fifteenth century. Cote d’Ivoire was historically called Cote
d’or (Gold coast) by France due to the lucrative active trade in elephant tusks on the coast.
However, realising that a neighbouring country, under British rule was also called Gold Coast
(now Ghana), the explorers decided to change and call it ‘Cote d’Ivoire.” In 1986, the
government led by then President Houphouét, requested that the country only be called Céte

d’Ivoire in every language due to inconsistencies in the written and pronunciation styles by
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non-French speaking countries, and this was decreed in 1987.1 The country was also called la
cote des mal gens, the coast of the bad people, by foreign settlers.?

Ethnic Regions

This West African country, divided into 19 administrative regions, has a population of over
21 million people. While Coéte d’Ivoire was initially comprised of numerous isolated
settlements, today it is subdivided into 60 ethnic groups. These are further grouped into 4
major ethnic groups which are differentiated in terms of environment, language and cultural
activities: Akan (42.1%, dominated by the Baoulé, Félix Houphouét-Boigny and Henri
Konan Bédié’s ethnic group in the south-east and south-west parts), Krou (12.7%, dominated
by the Bété, Laurent Gbagbo’s ethnic group in the centre to west parts), Gur (17.6%) in the
north and north-east and Mandé 26.6% are settled in the mountain regions as well as in the
north and north-east.

Religion Divides

The majority of the population adhere to Muslim belief (40%), which is predominant in the
north and northeast although many Muslims moved to south in search for better life. The
second most populous religious group is indigenous belief (35%) which is adopted across the
nation. Only 25 % of the population is of Christian belief, but this grouping is regionally

strong: Christianity dominates in the south and centre of Céte d’Ivoire.*

L william Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4" ed), Indiana University Press, p. 29.

2 Commandant Chailey summarised “the colonisation of the so-called ‘bad people of the coast’ the following
way: twenty years were needed from Sénégal to Chad; Drawing and colonising the Cote d’Ivoire was done in
thirty years.” Therefore, it was a “longue dureé as it took much longer, highlighting the significance of
resistance to colonialism. In Marcel Ahipeaud “Elite ideologies and the Politics of Media. A critical history of
Ivoirian Elite ideologies and their Press from the Brazzaville conference to the December 24th military coup.”
University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies, History Department, Thesis submitted for the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy, September 2003, source CERAP library in Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire, Field notes
Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 2012; Grah Mel 2003, p.781.

3 Other ethnic groups represent 2.8%. Kwas or Akan group (Agny, Abron, Adjoukrou, Alladjan, Avikam,
Baoulé, and the other lagoon people. Krou (Wé, Bété, Dida, Bakwé, Néyo). Gur (Sénoufo, Koulango, Lobi).
Mandé (Malinké, Dan, Kwéni).

* CIA World Factbook, 2012, available at https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/iv.html (accessed 16 March 2014.
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Political Regime

The political regime of Cote d’Ivoire is presidential, with the President of the Republic being
elected by universal suffrage or popular vote for a five-year term which is renewable once.
The President is regarded as the nation’s most powerful political leader. Within this role, he
leads public debate, changing laws and regulations and representing Cote d’Ivoire. According
to the Constitution, the President who is the head of state selects his Prime Minister and his
Commander in Chief of the armed forces.® The job of the Prime Minister involves making
formal decisions for the government. However, the Prime Minister does not exercise
leadership independent of the President. As Jeanne Toungara has pointed out, the role of the
Prime Minister is to manage the government.®

In theory, the cabinet is selected by the Prime Minister but in practice, the President chooses
the cabinet Ministers. Given that the system is president-dominated, the creation of a Prime
Minister role is atypical.” However, in the context of a single-party regime, it gives the
impression that the actual regime is not operating under a dictatorship. Until Houphouét’s
death in 1993, Coéte d’Ivoire’s politics were characterised by one-party rule through the Parti
Démocratique de Cote d’Ivoire (PDCI), (the Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire). However,
since the advent of multiparty politics on 28 October 1990, the nation has over thirty official
political parties.

Official Language

As part of the assimilation policy under the French colonial rule, the Ivorian community

adopted French language and customs. French has been the official national language since

5> A Presidential regime is defined as a political system in which executive power is only held by the President of
the republic. Despite its failure, a limited number of nations are still operated by a presidential regime today;
See also Ange Ralph Gnahoua 2006, La crise du systeme lvoirien: Aspects politiques et juridiques, Editions
L'Harmattan, p. 24.

& Jeanne Maddox Toungara, Generational Tensions in the Parti Démocratique de Cote d’Ivoire, JSTOR: African
Studies Review, Vol. 38, No. 2, September 1995, pp. 11-38.

7 Jeanne Maddox Toungara, Generational Tensions in the Parti Démocratique de Cote d’Ivoire, JSTOR: African
Studies Review, Vol. 38, No. 2, September 1995, pp. 11-38.
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1958. The maintenance of this French cultural connection was critical for Houphouét who
depended on it for his political survival. French as a national language acts as a unifying
characteristic, especially in a country with such a large number of ethnic groups with divisive
political potential. Thus, the shared French language potentially contributes significantly to
Ivorian unity, neutralising the particularities of local language.

Local Language

Since each ethnic group has its own language, Cote d’Ivoire is linguistically diverse. There
are at least sixty local languages including Adjoukrou and Bété. Agny and Baoulé are the
most widely spoken languages in the south, while Sénoufo and variants of Mandé or Dioula,
often used for business purposes across the nation, is more widely spoken in the north. It is
important to note that although most Ivorians speak at least two languages, no single Ivorian
language is spoken by the majority of the population.

Capital City

In a political move, Houphouét changed the political capital from Abidjan to his hometown
of Yamoussoukro, as he wanted to develop the central region. However, Abidjan still remains
the economic capital, and many government offices and embassies remain in Abidjan.
Official Currency

The official currency of Cote d’Ivoire is the CFA franc, which was initially called the franc
of the Colonies Francaises d’Afrique. To this day, the abbreviation persists. Now CFA stands
for (Communauté Financiére Africaine), Financial Community of Africa, the French West
African countries’ currency. Some critics say it was created on 25 December 1945 by French
President Charles de Gaulle, to allow France to defend its interests in Cote d’Ivoire, and

maintain or expand its grasp over the lvorian economy.®

8 Julie Owono, “Devaluing a controversial currency,” AlJazeera, 16 December 2011, available at
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/12/2011121312953758399.html (accessed 29 October 2013).
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Personal Rule and the Politics of the Belly
Personal rule under Houphouét, which began in 1960, involved a combination of
authoritarian rule and a low level of institutionalisation of political processes, thus granting
himself ultimate executive power. Jackson and Rosberg define personal rule as:
a distinctive type of political system in which the rivalries and struggles of
powerful men, rather than impersonal institutions, ideologies, public policies or
class interest, are fundamental in shaping political life.®
Instead of promoting institution-based practices of government, personal rule allows the
leader’s relationship with the state to become personalised. The objective of the system is to
build loyalty to the leader, not to the institutions, which are designed to guarantee the
achievement of the objectives set out by the leader, in particular, not to threaten the overall
existence of the system.!°
Houphouét adopted numerous practices of personal rule, with a resulting negative impact on
the state. Besides being the President of the state of Cote d’Ivoire, Houphouét was Chairman
of the PDCI and Commander in Chief of the army.!! He convened at will and presided over
all meetings of the PDCI’s central council, the cabinet council and military council meetings.
Initiated soon after the independence, this leadership style and the concurrent clientelism,
resulted in self-enrichment in the country, widespread corruption, and embezzlement of
public funds.'? These were tightly linked to a direct access to state power due to personal

rule.

9 Jackson and Rosberg, 1984, p. 421. In Petros Ogbazghi, 2011, “Personal rule in Africa: The case of Eritrea”
African Studies Quarterly, VVol. 12, Issue 2.available at http://asg.africa.ufl.edu/files/Ogbazgh-V121s2.pdf
(accessed 22 July 2014).

10 In Petros Ogbazghi, 2011, “Personal rule in Africa: The case of Eritrea” African Studies Quarterly, Vol. 12,
Issue 2.available at http://asg.africa.ufl.edu/files/Ogbazgh-V121s2.pdf (accessed 22 July 2014).

1 Houphouét’s roles post-independence besides being President of Cdte d’Ivoire included, for example:
Minister for foreign affairs in 1963, Minister for defence in 1966.

12 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal rule in black Africa, prince, autocrat, prophet, tyrant, 1982.
University of California Press, p. 145.
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Under Houphouét, the Constitution laid out three main branches of government in Cote
d’Ivoire: the executive, the legislative and the judicial. The executive branch, headed by the
elected President who was also the Head of State and Commander in Chief of the armed
forces, had the power to propose laws. In addition to this, the President had the power to
negotiate and sign international agreements, as well as select the Prime Minister, who served
as Head of government. The legislative branch had the power to pass laws. In theory, the
legislative branch also maintained the power to introduce legislation, but as you would
expect, in practice legislation was introduced by the President before being debated by the
House and all parliamentarians, so that parliamentarians had a say in what was happening.
The Supreme Court oversaw all aspects of the nation judicial system. This included the Court
of Appeals and lower court. The fundamental role of the Ivorian Constitutional Chamber was
to establish the eligibility requirements of candidates in the presidential election.

In practice, however, in his search to accumulate and control power, Houphouét adopted
personal rule practices rather than respecting separation of powers, ruling the nation as an
autocrat for over three decades with exclusive power over the parliament and the judicial
branch. He caused political chaos, the ‘chaos that underpins’ Ivorian politics, which none of
his successors including Bédié, Guéi, Gbagbo, and Ouattara have been able to resolve.
Instead, they all continued ‘the politics of the belly’ a way of describing the combination of

post-colonial politics and corruption.'* This Cameroonian expression, used by Jean-Frangois

13 See “Cote d’Ivoire public administration country profile,” Division of Public Administration and
Development Management, September 2007, available at
http://unpanl.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan028168.pdf (accessed 18 July 2014).

14 The term is used to describe this phenomenon of African politics and wealth accumulation, which
unfortunately is so common in sub-Sahara. For example, see John Emeka Akude, Governance and Crisis of the
State in Africa: The Context and Dynamics of the Conflict in West Africa, Adonis & Abbey, pp. 68-71.
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Bayart to explain the politics of sub-Saharan Africa, and further implied in the Cameroonian
proverb ‘the goat grazes wherever it is tied” makes reference to ‘Big Men’ in power.™

In his work The State in Africa, Bayart attempts to bring into focus issues related to African
leaders and their political styles. Almost everywhere, these leaders see public office as an
opportunity to put into practice what Bayart calls the politics of the belly. In other words, it is
the politics of “feeding” as leaders are required to “feed” their followers, members of their
family, constituency or ethnic group.® In the case of Cote d’Ivoire under Houphouét’s watch,
for example, this feeding was evident with the economic ascendancy of the Baoulé people,
ownership of businesses by Houphouét’s family or the appointment of his followers to key
Ivorian official roles.’

Given the widespread practice of political corruption and the leadership’s accumulation of
wealth from the country’s resources in sub-Saharan Africa, each country there utilises a
common local term that conveys the notion of the ‘politics of the belly.” For example, as John
Akude has pointed out, in Nigeria it is referred as ‘getting a share of the national cake,” while
in Cote d’Ivoire it is denoted as ‘grilleurs d’arachides,”peanuts roasters.'® Houphouét often
said not to look too closely at a peanut roaster’s mouth, because during the process, the
roaster is required to taste them for salt.!® Houphouét, with his faissez-faire (“you are on
your own”) attitude, told his Ministers who asked for higher wages, “Débrouillez-vous,” or
“go fend for yourselves.” Therefore, for decades, cabinet Ministers were encouraged to

commit economic crimes. However, Houphouét was not a fool. He tolerated his Ministers

15 Jean-Francois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram, 1993),
p. 188.

16 Jean-Frangois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram, 1993),
p. 55.

17 Interview with Respondent “J”” Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 19 June 2012.

18 Nigerians see the idea of siphoning-off of taxpayers’ money for personal reasons as their way to try to get
their share of the national cake, something that may be seen as corruption in the Western world, but for them, it
is a normal attitude; See John Emeka Akude, Governance and Crisis of the State in Africa: The Context and
Dynamics of the Conflict in West Africa, Adonis & Abbey, pp. 68-69; Daniel Smith 2011, A culture of
corruption: Everyday deception and popular discontent in Nigeria, Princeton University Press, p. 97.

19 Interview with Respondent “R” Abidjan Céte d’Ivoire 10 May 2012.
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getting rich under his watch, but when he realised that they exceeded the limits established by
his patrimonial regime, he subsequently took a tougher line and some of his Ministers were
sidelined.?

In Céte d’Ivoire, electoral politics has been always considered to be systematically based on
clientelism, as citizens are offered material goods by politicians in return for political support
at polls. Thus, in order to receive ongoing support, leaders also rely on the distribution of
personal favours to selected members of their constituencies.

One could stress that with a few rare exceptions, Ivorians still identify themselves through
politicians who can provide them something to ‘eat.” This finally suggests that as long as we
fail to promote democratisation in Cote d’Ivoire, the level of Ivorian dependency on
clientelism will be increased.?

The Crisis of Legitimacy

On 7 December, 1993, the evening of Houphouét’s death, Henri Konan Bédié, the President
of the National Assembly, immediately appeared on the national broadcasting system
declaring he was in charge of the state power.?? As Prime Minister, Alassane Ouattara, who
had been acting President for over two years when Houphouét was bedridden, refused to
hand over power to Bédié. Soon after this, France President Francois Mitterrand sent Bédié a
message of national condolence on the death of Houphouét.?® Thus France supported Bédié’s

undemocratic accession to power. The action circumvented the elections required by Article

20 See Varenne 2012, p. 233; For some lvorians, Bédié was rightly punished by Houphouét on 20 July 1997 as a
finance Minister for diverting public funds put aside for the construction of a sugar complex for personal gain.
For others, it was a montage by Houphouét to undermine Bédié’s potential leadership.

2L While clientelism, the hierarchical relationship between patron and client can in general takes different forms,
depending of the political and cultural environment, it is based on the principle of reciprocity where someone
always gets something. See for example David Brinkerhoff and Arthur Goldsmith Clientelism, patrimonialism
and democratic governance: An overview for framework and assessment for programming, 22 December 2002,
U.S. Agency for International Development, Office of Democracy and Governance, available at
http://www.abtassociates.com/reports/2002601089183 30950.pdf (accessed 15 September 2013).

22 Bédié said he was acting in conformity with article 11 of the constitution which granted him the right to rule
the nation.

2 “Legacy of Cote d’Ivoire ‘Old Man’ is uncertainty,” Africa Report, vol.39, no 1, 1994.
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11 of the Constitution regarding succession following the death of a ruling power. Bédié was
later overthrown in 1999 by retired general Robert Guéi in a bloodless military coup d’état

In 2000, after a flawed election and a brutal war against Guéi, Laurent Gbagbo took over the
presidency. Under enormous pressure from Gbagbo, the Supreme Court was forced to rule
that Bédié and Ouattara were ineligible to stand, respectively for lack of a genuine medical
dossier and for dubious nationality.

It has been reported that during the 2000 presidential elections, Gbagbo got the ‘authority’ to
put pressure on the Supreme Court, through a secret deal with the transitional government
headed by Guéi. It is important to remember that Gbagbo and Guéi were originally from the
West of Cdte d’Ivoire. The deal, according to the evidence from a large number of people
from Gbagbo’s inner circle, involved allowing Gbagbo to become Prime Minister on a tribal
basis, with Guéi becoming President. Gbagbo’s objective was to sideline Bédié and Ouattara,
and his influence with Guéi led the constitutional chamber of the Supreme Court to follow
the instructions left by Gbagbo who was running the show behind the scene.

During the 2000 elections, Gbagbo and his party the FPI admitted through their statements
and were even convinced that the eligibility requirements would cause electoral
disadvantages for Bédie and Ouattara. Guéi was President at that time; however, as Ahipeaud
Martial remarked, if Guéi was a military strategist, he was an unexperienced politician and
lacked political skills as opposed to Gbagho who was a political genius. So Guéi was happy
to let Gbagbo do all the heavy lifting for him.?* And this allowed Gbagbo to achieve his
objective of sidelining Bédié and Ouattara.

During the proceeding, as Cissé Bacongo argued, Tia Koné, the President of the Supreme
Court developed a strong prosecution case against Bédié and Ouattara. Koné was also from

the West of Cote d’Ivoire and former General Guéi’s legal Advisor. Further, because the
24 Martial Ahipeaud 2009, Céte d’Ivoire: entre barbarie et démocratie, CERAP p. 157.
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Supreme Court was dissolved and reformed in 1999 after the coup d’état, it is logical to
conclude that its members were hand-selected by Gugéi himself.?> So as Bacongo concluded,
the sentence which had been handed down by the Court to oust Bédié and Ouattara was not a
surprise at all.?® Overall, this suggests that Gbagbo had the ‘authority’ to influence the
decision of the Supreme Court (meant to be an independent body) because ‘tribal politics’
played a significant role.

Ultimately in the 2000 election, Guéi was the only serious opponent to Gbagbo, and the
legitimacy of the election was undermined due to a low turnout in response to a boycott by
Ouattara.?” As a result, riots broke out in Abidjan, with hundreds killed before Ouattara called
for peace.

In 2005, Ghagbo retained office without going to the polls through a mandat cadeau (free
mandate) justified by the rebellion and ongoing violence.?® During that period, the West
African Economic Committee (ECOWAS) recommended Gbagbo should remain President.
He remained in office until the 2010 election.

Background and Focus on the 2010 Elections and Post-election Crisis

Thus there was a 10 year span between Ivorian presidential elections, during which time the
elections were postponed numerous times. The 2002 rebellion, discussed above, divided the
country into a rebel held-north and government controlled-southern region. This division, as
well as various political crises and ongoing spates of violence, delayed the 2005 presidential
election, which was postponed from 2005 to 2009, then again to early 2010. Finally, under
% Human Rights Watch, “Le nouveau racisme la manipulation politique de I’ethnicité en Cote d’Ivoire”August
2001, Vol. 13, No. 6(A).

2 Cissé Bacongo, 2007, Alassane Dramane Ouattara une vie singuliére, NEI/CEDA, Abidjan, p. 114.

27 In 2000, during the presidential election, the rate of abstention was 63%. It was arguably the lowest rate of
abstention in living memory. Gbagbo won only 33% of votes over his opponent Guéi. See Jean-Claude
Coulibaly, “Taux de participation: voici les statistiques qui confondent le FPI”, Le Patriote 23 April 2013,
available at http://news.abidjan.net/h/457689.html (accessed 8 July 2014).

28 The 2000 presidential election was followed by violent demonstrations resulting in dozen of deaths; See

Thomas Hofnung, La crise ivoirienne: de Félix Houphouét-Boigny a la chute de Laurent Gbagbo, Frat mat
editions, p. 186.
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growing pressure from the international community and despite serious and ongoing
problems of violence and disunity, Ivorians went to the polls on 31 October 2010.

The first round of the presidential election was successfully held on 31 October 2010, with a
substantial number of candidates standing for President. First round results showed that
Laurent Gbagbo claimed the most votes, with 38.3%, compared to Alassane Ouattara’s
32.08% and Henri Konan Bédié’s 25.24%. To win, a candidate must obtain a majority of
electoral votes. As all failed to win a majority, first-place Gbagbo stood up against second-
place Ouattara in a run-off poll on 28 November, 2010. Supporters of each candidate accused
each other of widespread fraud in the run-off.

Following the 28 November 2010 second round election, uncertainty and confusion blanketed
the country as both the incumbent Gbagbo and the challenger Ouattara claimed they had won.
The Ivorian Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) had been given the authority to
organise and conduct the election. The IEC was also tasked with reporting the ‘provisional
results’ for both the first and second round. Accordingly, on 2 December 2010, the President
of the IEC, Youssouf Bakayoko, declared the challenger Ouattara the winner of the second
round of the 2010 elections with 54.1% of the votes. The following day, however, the
President of the CC, Paul Yao N’dré, pronounced the incumbent President, Gbagbo the
winner of the elections with 52% of the votes by declaring that there had been massive vote-
rigging in the north in Ouattara’s stronghold. N’dré subsequently cancelled 660,000 votes for
Ouattara, declaring Gbagbo the President. These two role players, N’dré and Bakayoko have
been blamed, rightly or wrongly, by some commentators for the post-election crisis in 2010.
The subsequent establishment of two distinct governments deepened the ongoing crisis of
legitimacy. Ouattara was considered the ‘legitimate authority’ and was supported by the
international community, namely France, the US, the UN, the EU, AU and the Economic

Community of West African States (ECOWAS). On the other hand Gbagbo was considered
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an ‘illegitimate authority’ who was backed by a faction of the French Socialist Party, China,
and Russia.

Violence between pro-Ouattara and pro-Gbagbo groups continued well after the 2010 post-
election crisis. One respondent was ‘alarmed and concerned’ about the hundreds of deaths of
troops loyal to Gbagbo at the hands of Ouattara’s forces.

There was violence by Gbagbo’s forces against pro-Ouattara demonstrators in Abidjan,
northern Muslims and immigrants from Mali and/or Burkina Faso living in Cote d’Ivoire.
Additionally, according to the account of an eye-witness interviewed for this thesis, violence
also occurred between indigenous and ethnic minority groups in Duékoué in the western
region of the country.

According to Ouattara’s backers, at least 3,000 people were killed and more than a million
were displaced during the six months of political violence due to the contested election which
eventually resulted in civil war, mainly against groups which supported Gbagbo. This figure,
reported by the UN and ICC, could have significantly underestimated the total number of
deaths. Reports from the Red Cross regarding victims from Duékoué in the west were
undermined by the UN who only reported 1,000 deaths in the middle calvary alone. Thus,
some believe that the UN analysis lacks credibility, particularly during this six month period.
These proponents argue that a full report of the total number of victims of political violence
would expose a failure of the UN’s mission, and that despite the UN’s claim of impartiality,
they had already chosen a winner. One eye witness stated that the actions of the UN show
that they failed to translate their rhetoric in action and lacked credibility when they were
confronted by the Ouattara government. He added that a full report would shed light on the
killings by the winner’s camp.

The November 2010 election left a bitter legacy for us all to remember for future elections.

When both Gbagbo and Ouattara claimed electoral victory and formed different governments,
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Cote d’Ivoire faced a severe military-political crisis. In response a coalition of international
forces led by France attempted to, but failed to solve the ongoing crisis. To the contrary, their
interventions actually increased the political confusion and violence, making the future even
more uncertain.

Although the violence ended in May 2011, following Gbagbo’s capture on 11 April in
Abidjan by Ouattara’s troops supported by French forces, the situation on the ground
remained tense for much longer.

Ouattara’s objective was to capture Gbagbo. Ouattara’s troops, the Forces Républicaines de
Cote d’Ivoire/Republican Forces of Cote d’Ivoire (FRCI), were unsuccessful in getting closer
than 500 m to Gbagbo’s residence, and many lost their lives in the attempt because their
small mounted artillery was insufficient to neutralise the heavy weapons used by Gbagbo’s
troops.

In frustration, one of the French officers is said to have lost his temper and allegedly decided
that the French troops should take over. The officer in question was quoted saying “ga suffit
maintenant! ...Vous perdez trop d’hommes, c¢’est humiliant a la fin, laissez-nous faire.”
That’s enough now...You are losing too many people, it’s humiliating in the end, let us do it.
The French troops were close to the presidential compound to coordinate the capture of
Gbagbo alongside UN peacekeepers.

A number of respondents revealed their belief that “La protection des autorités ¢’était de leur
responsibilité” [“they (the French) were responsible for the protection of the authorities].
France acknowledged this responsibility. As stated by one respondent, “special instructions
were given by Ouattara to capture Gbagbo and all members of his family alive.” When the
FRCI forces warned a number of Gbagbo’s followers that they would be taken to Anyama
military camp where they would be killed or raped, French soldiers opposed the idea and took

the lead. Hence, from their perspective, it was une mission accomplie. Detainees were
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brought to Ouattara’s headquarters, the Hotel du Gold for protection. Thus, by taking the
lead, France, the former colonial master, was finally able to get rid of Gbagbo.

Paris’ ambition to break President Gbagbo can be understood to have developed during the
tenure of Presidents Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy. Since Gbagbo took office in 2000,
he was never warmly welcomed by French leaders. Gbagbo is a Francophile who awarded a
large number of contracts to French companies and businesses including Alatel who have
managed to carve out a strong hold in the telecommunications sector in Cote d’Ivoire, while
Russia and China had obtained only crumbs. However, these economic loyalties were not
enough to please the former colonial master.

Even though he was initially opposed to France’s interference in the domestic politics of Cote
d’Ivoire, President Nicolas Sarkozy eventually sent troops and missiles from the French
Groupe d’Intervention de la Gendarmerie Nationale (GIGN) to capture Gbagbo alive from his
presidential residence. According to Sarkozy, because Gbagbo was not an ‘assassin,’ the aim
was not to assassinate him, but instead, as they say in the military, to ‘neutralise’ him,
demolish his troops and concretely capture him. However, Gbagbo and his allies denounced
the ‘aggressive approach’ and arrogance of Sarkozy. As Gbagbo noted himself, with
Sarkozy, there is no room for practical ideas, but there is always room for arrogance.
According to an Ivorian commandant from the so-called ‘Invisible Commando’ also fighting
against Gbagbo, the radio announced Gbagbo’s capture when Ouattara’s forces were still on
their way to the former President’s residence; meanwhile French forces were already well
inside Gbagbo’s residence before the FRCI arrived. This suggests that Ouattara’s forces were
not in full control of the situation and that they were just making their presence felt.

On 21 May, 2011, Ouattara was formally inaugurated as President, with French President
Nicolas Sarkozy in attendance at the ceremony. After a warm welcome, Ouattara said, “Mr

President Sarkozy, Ivorian people want to say a big thank you” for a great job and tireless
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support. He went on to highlight the strengths of France the former colonial master with
which he believed Cote d’Ivoire has a historical connection and a common vision for the
future.

Since the inception of the presidential crisis, the former colonial power’s ambiguous position
was openly criticised by many Ivorians, young and old. One respondent described how the
French were assisted by the UN to attack the presidential palace and the bunker where
Gbagbo, his key allies and his families were living. They also attacked one hospital and a
supermarket in Cocody, a chic suburb in Abidjan, home to Gbagbo and the Ivorian elite. As
such, the respondent regarded France’s war against Gbagbo’s forces as Sarkozy’s personal
revenge. The respondent concluded that the former colonial power attacked some soldiers
and the lvorian population on the ground to clear the way for Ouattara assuming power.
Ouattara also came to power supported by the international community headed by the UN,
USA, the EU, and African organisations such as the African Union (AU), the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), and the Central Bank of West African States
(BCEAO) which towards the end were all opposed to Gbagbo, acknowledging his defeat at
the polls. In order to pressure Gbagbo to step down, these entities took numerous multilateral
and bilateral political and economic measures, restricting his government access to financial
resources. These included sovereign credit restrictions, asset freezes and travel restrictions.
During the deadly post-election crisis, both sides committed atrocities, but a heavier weight
of violence fell against the ‘real’ or ‘perceived’ allies of Gbagbo. Ouattara had to resort to
this violence to claim office effectively. Thus, even Ouattara’s supporters eXpress concerns
about his future considering that he came into power by attacking his own people.

This raises further questions about how Ouattara will govern. Even his own allies stress that

the candidate from abroad is in power with help from abroad, which raises a legitimacy
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problem. In their humour, Ivorians from diverse backgrounds have renamed the government
army (FRCI) “Republican Forces of the International Community.”

Whilst Ivorians had hope that the 2010 election could reunite the deeply divided country, it
resulted to months of political turmoil, violence and civil war, bringing to the forefront the
divisions triggered 8 years before by the 2002 rebellion. The real outcome was post-election
violence that killed thousands and resulted in a very fragile country.

The origin of the current crisis reaches back to the failed political transition in the 1960s,
1970s, 1980s and 1990s. Houphouét will be remembered for many things. Even his harshest
critics admit that his infrastructural transformation is an obvious landmark. However, for
many Ivorians, Houphouét, who had led the nation since independence in 1960 and had
chosen not to engage in any substantial and open debate about his succession, was to blame
for the crisis.

Ouattara came to power after a deeply divisive 2010 election in an unstable country
struggling to end years of civil war. It took the international community in general and France
in particular staging a military intervention against Gbagbo to pave the way for Ouattara to
assume power.?® Most importantly, Ouattara accepted military help from the Forces
Nouvelles, a rebel group which launched a rebellion in 2002 against Gbagbo’s government
and controlled the country’s north until 2011. Furthermore, the group committed mass
atrocities against ethnic groups supporting former President Gbagbo.3° On 17 March, 2011,
Ouattara ordered the creation of the FRCI. This posed a serious problem because they were
responsible for killing thousands of Ivorians, including the casualties of the mass killings in

Duékoué in the west of Cote d’Ivoire.

2 Thomas Hofnung, La crise Ivoirienne de Félix Houphouét-Boigny a la chute de Laurent Gbagbo, 2012, pp.
185- 186; When Ghagbo was elected President, there were several confrontations with his rivals from Ouattara’s
political party the RDR. As a result, dozens of protesters died. The French intervention helped Ouattara to
capture Gbagbo and his troops.

%0 Interview with Respondent “A” Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 25 April 2012.
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The Current Situation

Ouattara had been accused of being unfair in his dealings with members of Gbagbo’s party.
He admitted that with regard to the post 2010 electoral crisis, both sides have been involved
in bloodshed.®! However, while dozens of Gbagbo’s allies, including Mr and Mrs Gbagbo,
are still under house arrest awaiting trial, Ouattara’s allies are free. More fundamentally, none
of the ex-rebels incorporated into the FRCI have been prosecuted, despite human rights
groups proving that abuses by the FRCI that helped him to power were extensive.

While the government and the opposition are ‘negotiating’ the national reconciliation
process, the level of political violence is growing.®® The election’s losers are powerful
enough to do harm to the rebuilding of trust among communities.

In order to prevent more or ongoing conflicts in the future, the root cause of these major
crises needs to be addressed in Cote d’Ivoire, while the ICC goes through its long process of
charges against Gbagbo. Although lvorian courts have restored their good reputation and are
able to hold a fair trial that will guarantee the rights of the defence, Gbagbo is instead facing
charges for crimes against humanity at The Hague after months of deadly violence over the

2010 post-election political crisis. According to one of Gbagbo’s close allies, Gbagbo has

31 See Les crimes de sang concernent les deux cotés: Alassane Ouattara, avaialble at
http://news.abidjan.net/h/504121.html (accessed 18 July 2014).

32 This level of selectivity immediately prompts the issue of deux poids, deux mesures (double standards) by
Ouattara. The Guardian, “Ivory Coast president dissolves government”, Asociated Press, 15 November 2012,
available at http://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/nov/14/ivory-coast-president-dissolves-alassane-outtara
(accessed 7 July 2014).

33 The opposition does not exist in reality in Cote d’Ivoire. The nomination of Daniel Kalan Duncan as new
Prime Minister was to renew negotiation with them, but while a number of meetings took place, nothing
concretely happened; During my fieldwork, | did not have to look very hard to find that the situation was
deteriorating very quickly and the new regime was unable to discipline even its own troops on the ground, as
there was basically no security service effectively operating; For evidence of political violence growing, see for
example Thomas Hofnung, La crise Ivoirienne de Félix Houphouét-Boigny a la chute de Laurent Ghagbo,
2012, p. 175.
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been sent to The Hague after being humiliated and the time has come for him to be sent
home in order for everyone to move on.>

Even a pro-Ouattara political analyst declared that “while it is normal for Gbagbo to face
criminal charges, dirty washing should be laundered at home and he should not be where he
is today.”*® As noted by one respondent, if Laurent Gbagbo is accused by the ICC for killings
and war crimes committed by his army, Ouattara should face trial as well because there is
some evidence that massacres were committed by his troops.*®

The primary role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) is to end impunity and help
prevent serious crisis when the national court is unable to persecute perpetrators. In May
2011, the Ouattara government confirmed the authority of the ICC to investigate crimes
committed by both sides after 28 November, 2010. However the lvorian civil society
organisations as well as the International Crisis Group (ICG) indicated that the investigations
should go back to September 2002 due to the impact of the original rebellion on the post-
election crisis.®’

The Causes of the Crisis

It can be argued that since the death of Houphouét in 1993, politics has grown dangerously
polarised, making peace reforms difficult. Henri Konan Bédié sought to strengthen the
Baoulé ethnic identity which he belonged, choosing to disenfranchise those who were
perceived as non-lvorians. Therefore, he promoted the concept of ‘lvoirité,” meaning
Ivorianism, making the distinction between real Ivorians and foreigners. Significantly, the
34 See interview with Laurent Dona Fologo, former President of the Social and Economic Council, “Crise
postelectoral, Fologo: Voici ceux qui ont trompé Gbagbo” available at
http://www.lebanco.net/banconet/bco16980.htm (accessed 18 July 2014).

3 Leslie Varenne, Abobo la guerre: Cote d’Ivoire terrain de jeu de la France et de I’'ONU, (France: Editions
Mille et une nuits, February 2012), p. 257.

% It was a déja-entendu. Bédié and Gbagbo said the same thing but did exactly the opposite; Interview with
Respondent “A” Abidjan Céte d’Ivoire 25 April 2012.

37 ICG, “Cote d’Ivoire: continuing the recovery,” Africa briefing no. 83, 16 December 2011, available at

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/cote-divoire/B083-cote-d-ivoire-continuing-the-
recovery.aspx (accessed 17 July 2014).
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concepts of Ivoirité, xenophobia and ultra-nationalism, promoted by Bédié during his
presidency, have been pointed out by the media and political commentators as the major
causes of Cote d’Ivoire’s conflicts.®

For the last two decades, clashes between different tribes have arisen largely due to the
politics of exclusion. Today, the ongoing political turmoil is dominated by the politics of
division relayed by the Ouattara camp. During the 2010 presidential election campaign,
Ouattara’s supporters repeatedly stated that they would provide better governance, and called
for national unity by breaking with the past, in order to build peace and foster long-term
development. However, upon assuming office, they embraced the politics of exclusion in
order to strengthen their positions. Therefore, this situation is not a new one in Cote d’Ivoire
since identical causes already generated identical results.

According to Equatorial Guinea President Theodoro Obiang Nguema, France played a key
role in the Ivorian conflict because it decided to give power to one party. Instead of working
through the polls and negotiation, France used its army to help Ouattara to power in 2011.%°
In the process, many Ivorians lost their lives due to the international interventions. Therefore,
the role of international players, such as France, in either supporting, prolonging or trying to
end the crisis needs to be examined.

Conclusion

The Big Man, Houphouét, ruled Cote d’ Ivoire from independence in 1960 up until his death
in 1993. His all encompassing leadership style, alongside clientelism, resulted in self-
enrichment in the country and widespread corruption. It can be argued that the root causes of

Cote d’Ivoire’s crises stem from Houphouét.

3 Thomas Hofnung, 2012, p.11. He observes that Bédié crafted the explosive concept of Ivoirité in a country
formed by about 60 ethnics groups and an important immigrant community. This has “constantly poisoned
Ivorian politics, destroying social cohesion” because Quattara who is originally from the north but grew up in
Burkina Faso has been unable to contest the 1995 presidential election.

39 Abidjan Direct, “Ce sont les Francais qui ont viré Gbagbo du pouvoir,” available at
http://www.abidjandirect.net/index2.php?page=poli&id=9793 (accessed 10 July 2014).
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Many migrants from neighbouring countries settled in Cote d’Ivoire during the colonial era
and in the 19870s and 1980s during the economic boom. As a result, Ivorians have had strong
social and cultural ties with people in neighbouring countries. However, nationalism
increased through ethnic identification during the economic downturn.

The concept of lvoronism explains the integrated divisions within the country. Bédié, whose
1995 election lacked legitimacy applied the politics of exclusion and the concept of
Ivorianism resulting in further conflict.

Outside interventions from France, the UN and the IEC surrounding the 2010 controversial
elections resulted in further conflict and unstable government. Both, Ouattara and Gbagbo
claimed to be the legitimate winner of the election. Although the 2010 election was supposed
to unite the country, violent unrest arose when Ghbagbo refused to hand over power to
Ouattara. As a direct result of Gbagbo’s refusal to stepdown, a post- election crisis followed,
during which 3,000 people lost their lives and several thousands more left their homes.

The perception of the lack of legitimacy is an underlying cause to Cote d’Ivoire’s crises. One
can argue that former President Bédié took power in 1993 in a contentious way with the
support of France through its ambassador in Abidjan, Michel Dupuch, to complete
Houphouét’s term, Gbagbo came into power in 2000 in calamitous circumstances. Ouattara
took office in 2010 supported by France and the international community. For many Ivorians,
this suggests that these former Presidents and the current President Ouattara came into power
illegitimately and were not democratically elected.

The nation is clearly in crisis and its future remains uncertain while there are a few solutions
on the table. To understand the roots of these crises further, the next chapter will examine

Cote d’Ivoire’s pre-colonial history and the road to independence.
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CHAPTER 2: HISTORY - FROM PRE-COLONISATION TO COLONIAL LEGACY

This chapter will examine Coéte d’Ivoire’s historical trajectories. First it will explore the pre-
colonial era, showing how colonialism began with Portugal’s pursuit of trade and expanded
into a rush for territory that peaked in the 19" century, with French ruling over a vast
territory, claiming they were bringing ‘civilisation’ to this ancient land. The French imposed
their culture on every aspect of the Ivorian society. France was set to take advantage of Cote
d’Ivoire, as there was already a potential to exploit its rich agricultural economy.! This
chapter will argue that despite the former French colony being independent for 55 years,
Cote d’Ivoire is still facing the challenges of the colonial years, including artificial
boundaries. It will demonstrate how the locals were subjugated, oppressed, manipulated and
killed for the needs of French trade, commerce and colonialism. This chapter will also
introduce the key issue of colonial legacy that helps to understand how Cote d’Ivoire’s past
still influences Ivorian politics today.

Cote d’Or (known today as Cote d’Ivoire) has moved through a pre-colonial period to a
colonial period and then on to a period of struggle for independence. Céte d’Ivoire had been
inhabited since Neolithic times, by people living in primitive and independent farming lives.?
However, little is known about Cote d’Ivoire’s indigenous people and their history prior to
France’s involvement in colonialism. It is believed that there are records of the first evidence
of the existence of humans in Céte d’Ivoire, which dates back to the Palaeolithic era.®
Historians explain that these people were either displaced by force or willingly absorbed by

the ancestors of the contemporary inhabitants of Céte d’Ivoire. The Portuguese, who arrived

! Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 87.

2 “Cote d’Ivoire,” University of lowa Museum of Art, available at http:/africa.uima.uiowa.edu/countries/show/8
(accessed 10 August 2014).

% Salia F. Zouande,2011, “Governance and democratic transition in Africa: understanding ‘Ivoirité> and the
ethnicity challenges to citizenship and nation-building in Coéte d’Ivoire,”A master thesis submitted to the
graduate school, Department of African studies, Howard University, UMI dissertation Publishing.

38


http://africa.uima.uiowa.edu/countries/show/8

in Cote d’Ivoire in the 15" century, were the first European explorers, France made its initial
contact with Cote d’Ivoire at the time, and missionaries landed at the coast of Assinie in 1637
near the Gold Coast, now Ghana. They established a mission in 1687 and built a fort at
Assinie in 1701. Although various treaties were signed between French missionaries and
local Kings, the interior remained predominantly untouched by Europeans until the 19%
century.*

Cote d’Ivoire’s Pre-Colonial History

Centuries before European arrival, West Africa was composed of vast regions, of both
savannah and forest. The land as well as the people went through key changes as trade links
between north and west were established, and the indigenous people were required to make
use of their organisational skills in order to be successful as traders.>

Islam was also a force of change. Islam was founded in Arabia in the 7" century, and then it
quickly spread west. By 750, Islam was well-established in North Africa. As Muslims traders
promoted Islam throughout the south, the number of people who adopted Islam significantly
increased.’

There were a large number of states, empires and kingdoms in early West Africa. Perhaps the
greatest Islamic states were the Mali, Songhai and Kanem-Bornu Empires. The rain forest
kingdoms of Bénin and Kongo were created in the southern areas as non-Islamic states. By
the time the Europeans landed in West Africa, many of the residents were citizens of Empires
and Kingdoms. Today, it is believed thousands still lack central leaders.’

Before the French colonisation, Cote d’Ivoire was a land where property boundaries did not
exist. While scholars know only a little inhabitants, it is clear that they lived in concentrated
4 Cote d’Ivoire foreign policy and government guide, 2011, vol. 1, Strategic information and developments.
International Business Publications.

5 Christine Hatt 2003, The African-American Slave Trade, White-Thomson Publishing Ltd, p. 6.

& Christine Hatt 2003, The African-American Slave Trade, White-Thomson Publishing Ltd, p. 6.
7 Christine Hatt 2003, The African-American Slave Trade, White-Thomson Publishing Ltd, p. 7.
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communities with distinct practices and traditions. For example, in the savannah regions,
trade was dominated by the Dioula who had fled Muslim conversion under the Mali Empire.
They were trading gold and kola nuts by the 13" century, making Kong in the north a trading
as well as an Islamic centre. Small kingdoms held power across the land. Under the
leadership of the Ouattara dynasty in the 16™ century, the Dioula acted as powerbrokers
between the rich people from the south and the Mali and Ghana Empires. These pre-colonial
empires were part of the Sudanic Empires of West Africa that introduced and disseminated
new traditions into Cote d’Ivoire via trade.® When the Mali Empire collapsed, Dioula traders
were forced to move south in search of new trading opportunities, which also forced
southerners to assimilate the Dioula life style.’

The Empire of Kong was formed in the early 18" century, but their rival Samory Touré
destroyed the empire because of Kong’s connection with the French. Born in 1830 in Kankan
in the south-east (present-day Guinea), Samory was a trader before becoming a soldier.
Between 1852 and 1882, he formed the Madinka Empire which eventually stretched as far
east as Sakasou (present-day Mali), as far west as Fouta Djalon (present-day Guinea), and,
most predominantly, as far north as of (present-day Cote d’Ivoire), where he conquered huge
territories between 1893 and 1898.1°

From the late 17""to the 19th century, the Asante Empire dominated Africa, inflicting wars on
neighbouring communities. As a result, a large number of the Akan people from (Ghana)
moved to Cote d’Ivoire. Nonetheless, the death of the well-known Asante leader Asantehene

Opoku Ware in 1750 triggered a leadership battle that forced Queen Abla Pokou and her

8Kasia Broussalian, “Overcoming colonial vestiges in Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana” Journal of Political Inquiry,
No, 2011.available at http://www:.jpinyu.com/uploads/2/5/7/5/25757258/overcoming-colonial-vestiges-in-cote-
d-ivoire-and-ghana.pdf (accessed 23 September 2014).

Kasia Broussalian, “Overcoming colonial vestiges in Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana” Journal of Political Inquiry,
No, 2011.available at http://www.jpinyu.com/uploads/2/5/7/5/25757258/overcoming-colonial-vestiges-in-cote-
d-ivoire-and-ghana.pdf (accessed 23 September 2014).

10 Sanderson Beck, “West Africa and the French: 1700-1950” available at http://www.san.beck.org/16-9-
WestAfricaFrench.html (accessed 21 August 2014).
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allies to abandon their Kingdom and move to the north-central area of today’s Cote d’Ivoire,
where they formed the Baoulé kingdom.!! Other groups such as the Mandé and Krou were
also forced to migrate from neighbouring countries to Cote d’Ivoire in fear of prosecution and
conflicts from the opposing communities and Kingdoms.*2

The exodus of Abla Pokou is such a well-known piece of history of the immigration of the
Baoulé people to Cote d’Ivoire that it has been incorporated into Ivorian primary education
curriculum. According to the legend, when the Queen and her people reached the shores of
the Comoé River, they faced difficulties in their attempt to cross the river to reach their
destination, Cote d’Ivoire. In order to cross the river, the Queen sacrificed her only son, the
Prince, not by killing, but by tribal baptism. This sacrifice was the root of the name ‘Baoulé,’
originally baouli, meaning ‘the child has died.’

During the time that the Asante Empire gained popularity towards the end of the 17" century,
the Bouna Kingdom emerged as a new power.!® The Bouna Kingdom was created by
Bounkani migrants from the Gold Coast who moved into Cote d’Ivoire. They created a new
regional Islamic education centre. Under the watch of the Bouna Kingdom, the social
structure was organised in the following order: first, there were the aristocrats involved in
slave trade and farm taxes; second, there were the Koulango (modern-day lobi) peasants; and
finally, there were the Dioula traders.*

Until the late 19" century, the residents of what was to become Cote d’Ivoire lived a
traditional lifestyle, primarily relying on agricultural production. It is important to emphasise

that prior to colonisation, rich traditional structures existed, Ivorians villagers lived

1 Asantehene means the King of Asante

12 Salia F. Zouande,2011, “Governance and democratic transition in Africa: understanding ‘Ivoirité’ and the
ethnicity challenges to citizenship and nation-building in Cote d’Ivoire,”A master thesis submitted to the
graduate school, Department of African studies, Howard University, UMI dissertation Publishing.

13 The Bouna kingdom is a 400 —year-old in the north-east and is still a powerful institution in West Africa.

14 Courtney P. Conroy, 2010, France as a negative influence on Cote d’Ivoire: The consequences of foreign
interference” Scholars and Senior Theses.Paper 63.

http://digitalcommons.salve.edu/pell_theses/63.
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independently, and political life was naturally and internally organised. Despite this,
Europeans often assumed the West African forest regions including Cote d’Ivoire had no
history, because from the exterior, they became non-organised.*®

Historical Analysis

The broad history of the nation became accessible only in 1962, two years after independence
of Cote d’Ivoire.’® The overwhelming majority of the scholarly research done during the
colonial period came from anthropologists, linguists, geographers and philosophers. This
included, among others, the 1978 work of Ivorian Historian Jean-Noél Loucou titled
Mémorial de la Cote d’Ivoire as well as the three-volume work of Geographer G. Rougerie
titled Alta Général de Cdte d’Ivoire, published in 1978. Despite the late involvement of
national historians, these books show the importance of the task, making the study a thorough
scholarly work and identifying problems.!’

Furthermore, most archaeological studies of Cote d’Ivoire didn’t start until after 1975.
Ivorian Historian Pierre Kipré has argued that the rationale for this delay was the ideological
climate of the country during the 1960s-1980s, because Ivorian elites were focusing on the
rise of production and economic activities. Kipré pointed out that if the relevance of the
nation’s history was neglected, that was because Ivorian elites believed it reflected a past that
they wanted to forget - as it broadly undermined Africans including lvorians and could
potentially become an issue of serious concern to continued modernity and progress if
examined too closely. Kipré went on to note that at the international level, Cote d’Ivoire’s

history was not particularly appealing to foreign historians, except in a few selected cases.'8

15 peter Calvocoressi, World politics since 1945, 1991, Longman: London and New York, p. 496; Ahipeaud
2009, pp. 24-25.

16 Pierre Kipré 2005, La Formation d’'un Peuple, Paris : SIDES-IMA, p. 1.

17 (CL Meillassoux, 1962, M. Auger, 1976, H. Memel-Foté- 1988) p. 8; Balla Mohamed Kéita 2013, A Political
history of Cote d’Ivoire from 1936-2011: The Politics of Ethnicity, Region, and Religion, The Edwin Mellen
Press, Lewiston, New York, p. 39.

18 Pierre Kipré 2005, La Formation d 'un Peuple, Paris : SIDES-IMA, pp. 9-10.
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As Nigerian scholar Claude Ake has stated, “to begin with, one must be aware of the
tendency to ignore history.”°

Writings from French explorers of Cote d’Ivoire, including René Caillié, emerged in 1828.
There were also written works in French by Gustave Binger who began his trip from the
Niger River to the Gulf of Guinea in 1894 and by fellow explorer Marcel Treich-Laplene
(1897-89). Despite the importance of state archive sources for historical research, Ivorian
authority believed these archives were sensitive and refused to make them available for
research until the 1970s.%°

As Mahmoud Mamdani explained, French explorers refused to admit the existence of native
institutions and the history of the colonies was limited to facts presented by the colonial
rulers.?! As a consequence of the lack of genuine primary sources, national researchers
focused on post-colonial history based on a large coverage of the biographies of Houphouét
and his fifty-year influence on the political arena - rather than focusing on delivering a
nation’s history. Indeed, in that regard, Cote d’Ivoire’s rich historical background was sorely
neglected.

According to Balla Mohamed Kéita, during the archaeological survey of Céte d’Ivoire,
researchers found tools used by early settlers. For example, in the 1970s, archeologists made
many key discoveries of sharpened stones, axes, and blades tracing back to 120,000 to 18,000
year before Christ. These were found in the south, north, and predominantly in the western
region and lagoon areas of the country. Kéita has highlighted the sites of discovery as
Odienné (north) or Ayama (south) dating back to the Palaeolithic age. More archeological

work is needed in the so-called ‘V Baoulé’ region in the centre of Cote d’Ivoire, as these

19 Claude Ake 1996, Democracy and Development, Washington, D.C, Brookings Institution, p. 42.

20 Pierre Kipré 2005, La Formation d un Peuple, Paris : SIDES-IMA, pp. 9-10P.11.

2L Mahamoud Mandami 1996, Citizens and Subjects: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of late Colonialism,
Princetown, NJ, Princetown University Press, p. 16.
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archaeological objects didn’t tell researchers much about the early inhabitants, how their
societies functioned and their traditional structures.?

However, a close look at the facts and migration patterns in Cote d’Ivoire suggests that each
ethnic group that was found in the land had its own oral and migration history. Therefore, no
ethnic group can claim to be from the descendants of the original inhabitants and claim to be
more lvorian than others.

The Europeans Enter Present-Day Cote d’Ivoire

Europeans, including Portuguese, Dutch, British, Danish and French landed on the coast in
the 15" century. Following the official abolition of the slave trade, they started exploiting
palm oil, rubber, ivory and gold. In return, they exported rum and fabric. From the beginning
of colonisation in the 15" century, England dominated France. Nevertheless, by the middle of
the 19" century, France began to conquer its opponents in Cote d’Ivoire, eventually expelling
all its competitors. Towards the end of the 19" century, France possessed the exterior,
ensuring their territorial dominance.??

As discussed above, the Portuguese arrived first in Cote d’Ivoire, trading in gold, ivory and
pepper.2* Local chiefs engaged in the slave trade, capturing locals from inland. Portuguese
contact with the locals was limited, predominately because Portuguese were handicapped by
the lack of access to the interior. There were vast areas of the coastline that were bare and
inhospitable.® When they eventually did contact the locals, the relationship was less than
cordial. Faced with competition from the Dutch, the British and the French, the Portuguese

prematurely abandoned their missions, but other European powers followed up. Although the

22 Balla Mohamed Kéita 2013, 4 Political history of Céte d’Ivoire from 1936-2011: The Politics of Ethnicity,
Region, and Religion, The Edwin Mellen Press, Lewiston, New York, p. p. 43.

23« histoire de la Cote d’Ivoire,” available at http://www.cosmovisions.com/ChronoCotelvoire.htm (accessed
18 August 2014).

24 Bona Udeze 2009, Why Africa?: A continent in a dilemma of unanswered questions, Xlibris Corporation, pp.
24-79.

% «Cote d’Ivoire,” University of lTowa Museum of Art, available at
http://africa.uima.uiowa.edu/countries/show/8 (accessed 10 August 2014).
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Portuguese presence was short-lived, their influence remained: Ivorian cities like San Pedro,
Sassandra and Fresco have all been named after Portuguese.?

By the late 15" century, the Dutch and the British began to establish themselves in West
Africa with the aim of launching trade. In 1593, the first Dutchman, a captain from
Mendemblik named Barent Erickz sailed to the west coast of Africa, buying pepper, ivory
and gold. Initially, the Dutch didn’t have much experience in trade outside Europe, but they
soon managed to trade in goods on the West African coast.’” This provided numerous
possibilities for European expansionist policy.?

Compared with the Portuguese, the French were slower to land in Africa. The French attempt
to settle in Cote d’Ivoire can be traced to the 1600s. In 1637, French missionaries arrived near
the Gold Coast (Ghana) border. Initially, Cote d’Ivoire was used by France for providing
security to its traders. Once on the ground, France showed only a small interest in Cote
d’Ivoire, simply initiating friendships with the local Agny ethnic group from the south coast
and establishing some missions. Nonetheless, taking advantage of the Portuguese decline,
they later attempted to settle into specific regions of Céte d’Ivoire.?°

Importantly, France changed its colonial priorities in Cote d’Ivoire when the French realised
the significance of Cote d’Ivoire’s ideal trade location near the Atlantic Ocean as well as its

rich potential natural resources.*® In order to gain local support the French created community

centres. For example, they created the Communauté de Saint -Malo, sending five French

% “The peoples of Cote d’Ivoire” available at http://bellecotedivoire.com/en/histoire.php?id=1272 ((accessed 12
August 2014).

27 peter C. Emmer 2003, The first global war: The Dutch versus Iberia in Asia, Africa and the New World,
1590-1609”, e-JHP, vol. 1, no. 1, Leiden University available at
https://www.brown.edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/ejph/html/issuel/pdf/emmer.pdf (accessed
18 August 2014).

28 Stephen Wooten, “The French in West Africa: Early contact to independence,” University of Pennsylvania,
African Studies Centre, available at http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/French_16178.html (accessed 18 August
2014).

2 Koffi Yapo and Silvain Tiéghé “Cote d’Ivoire,” available at
http://cheikhkelindjan.com/resources/cariboost_files/habitat 20a_20dabou.pdf (accessed 3 October 2013).

%0 Later on, Cote d’Ivoire has been significant in the 17" and 18™ century development of the Guinea coast gold
and slave trade.

45


http://bellecotedivoire.com/en/histoire.php?id=1272%20((accessed
https://www.brown.edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/ejph/html/issue1/pdf/emmer.pdf
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/French_16178.html
http://cheikhkelindjan.com/resources/cariboost_files/habitat_20a_20dabou.pdf

missionaries who established a mission at Assinie in the south-east in 1687 as the first
European outpost (comptoir) in that area. This was followed by Grand-Bassam.3! Over time,
these comptoirs “became the nuclei for early colonisation.”2

However, these early missionaries found the area unhospitable. Given the severe heat and
endemic tropical diseases like yellow fever or malaria, three of the ill-prepared and
inexperienced missionaries died in the first year; the remaining two took refuge at the Dutch
trading post of Axim, and then returned to France. A French navy ship finally docked in
Assinie fifty years later.®® During its return trip, the French took two Assinie youths with
them, including a Prince who was given French education at the court of King Louis XIV.
The King served as the godfather to the Prince, who converted to Christianity. Later the
young Prince returned to Assinie with two French missionaries, two soldiers and thirty men
and created conditions to establish a military outpost. Nonetheless, this French attempt at
settlement was again unsuccessful, mainly because they were not well-prepared to live in a
hostile tropical disease environment.

Further, in 1700, a French company called La Compagnie d’Afrique established a post on the
coast, which was abandoned in 1707. After that, it took France a long time to make another
settlement attempt in the 1800s. Between the 1840s to the 1860s, the French sailed around the
Gulf of Guinea, trying to connect with the indigenous people to strike territory deals.*
According to the rules used during this historical era:

To obtain ownership of a given territory that would be recognised as legally

binding in the European nation-state system, the colonial power had to

31 Grand-Bassam became the colony first capital.

32 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 4.

3 Axim had been a Portuguese post since the late 15" century. Axim was captured by the Dutch in 1642,

34 «L’histoire de la Cote d’Ivoire,” available at http://www.cosmovisions.com/ChronoCotelvoire.htm (accessed
18 August 2014).
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prove effective occupation by obtaining treaties signed by local African
leaders.

However, as Peter Schaeder has argued effectively and persuasively, many European treaties
signed by local chiefs were unofficial because locals who were not authorised gave away
lands. Even when those who signed held authority, they often did not understand the content
of the treaties because of language barriers and translation problems.3®

In 1842, France’s occupation finally started to become effective after Commandant Louis
Edouard Bouét Willaumez signed a series of treaties with indigenous chiefs. In 1843, after
another expedition led by navy lieutenant Florieut de Langle, Amatifou (Amon N’Doufou),
nephew of Attala who was the King of Assinie, also signed a treaty with France.®” The
French navy successfully convinced the chief of Sassandra and Fresco to sign a series of
treaties, forbidding the local chiefs to enter into trading agreements with any other European
powers. Moreover, the treaties allowed France to build military posts and forts along the Gulf
of Guinea; these served as permanent trading centres.®

In return, the French paid a modest compensation annually to the local chiefs for using their
lands. However, in 1872, due to competition from England excacerbated by the French defeat
in the Prussian war in 1871 and the annexation of the French province of Alsace-Lorraine by
Germany, France abandoned its colonial plans and withdrew from its military posts in Cote
d’Ivoire, leaving them under the care of resident merchants. For example, during that time,
the French government gave the power to a successful French trader Arthur Verdier to

manage the trading post in Grand-Bassam. In 1878, Verdier was named resident of the

35 Peter Schaeder 2004, African Politics and Society: A Mosaic in Transformation, (2™ ed),
Thomson/Wadsworth, p. 58.

3 peter Schaeder 2004, African Politics and Society: A Mosaic in Transformation (2" ed)
Thomson/Wadsworth, p. 58.

37 «L’histoire de la Cote d’Ivoire,” available at http://www.cosmovisions.com/ChronoCotelvoire.htm (accessed
18 August 2014).

38 The treaties provided for French sovereignty within the posts and for trading advantage.
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French establishment in Grand-Bassam. Verdier was also involved in the exploration of palm
oil and had played a key role in the early stage of cocoa and coffee plantations in the area.*
Cote d’Ivoire had formerly held the status of a French protectorate in 1843, after France
conquered the lagoon regions of the south and imposed its protectorate over the whole forest
zone .*% In colonial discourse, a protectorate was politely referred as a territory, in which the
occupying power was commonly ‘invited and given power’ by the local chief. In some cases,
the local chief retained his position, but was advised by a European ‘Adviser,” whose task
was to produce a plan of action which ensured that events went according to the occupying
power’s plans.*! Eventually, French were firmly based in Cote d’Ivoire in the 19th century.*?
The Slave Trade

According to a legend, one of the earliest accounts of French involvement in sub-Saharan
Africa occurred between the 12" and 13" centuries, when a Calais fisherman visited the
wealthy grounds of the Mauritanian coast.*® French involvement in West Africa through the
slave trade could be seen as one of the earliest substantial and sustained accounts.*

From the beginning of the mid-15" century, Europeans forcibly shipped approximately 12
million Africans across the Atlantic Ocean to American states and countries where ready
market existed due to increased demand for strong, docile and unskilled labourers to fulfil the

need of plantation economy. The slave trade in men, women and children lasted for over 400

39 «L’histoire de la Cote d’Ivoire,” available at http://www.cosmovisions.com/ChronoCotelvoire.htm (accessed
18 August 2014).

40 As a protectorate, Cote d’Ivoire depended on France, the metropolis, but it had its own government, which
gave Cote d’Ivoire a certain internal autonomy.

41 Sarah Kemp 2011, European colonialism in the Asia-Pacific, Its Rise and Fall, Trocadero Publishing, p. 2.

42 Patricia K. Kummer 1996, Cote d’Ivoire. Children’s Press: New York, p. 31. In Lori Liane Long 1998,
“Present day effects of French colonisation on former French colonies” University of Tennesse, Knoxville,
available at http://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=utk _chanhonoproj (accessed
10 August 2014).

43 Calais is a French port city. A cross of the English Channel leads to Britain.

4 There is a great deal of myth and legend surrounding this issue. See Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in
Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications, Washington, DC, p.3.
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years. In the 1780s, the busiest period of the trade, an estimated 80,000 slaves were taken
from Africa each year.*®

Due to the significant expansion of the trans-Atlantic trade by early 16" century up until the
middle of the 19" century, the French started to enhance their links with slave traders. By the
18™ century, slaves played an important part in the trade conducted by Europeans in West
Africa. Like many of their Europeans counterparts, the French slavers organised pick-up
stations for slaves around the West African coast. This included, among others, Gorée in
Sénégal, El Mina in Ghana and Ouida in Bénin. However, this grim form of exploitation was
challenged by many white Christians who regarded it as an ‘offence against God.” These
Christians initiated a campaign for abolition of the trade, which was followed by a similar
campaign by slaves and former slaves. By the late 19th century, due to serious economic and
political developments in Europe and the Americas, the slave trade was abolished.*°
However, the original French trading posts (comptoirs) had played their part in early
colonisation.

This massive forced migration of Africans had serious consequences. Although the trans-
Atlantic slave trade and slavery itself was abolished, today people with African background
living in Europe as well as the Americas are still impacted as they “still feel the effects of
their history.”*’ Nonetheless, prior to the development of European slave trade and slavery,
these practices were already in place in West Africa. For example, Muslim traders enslaved
prisoners of war and criminals and took them to North Africa through the Sahara desert,

before selling them. In some cases, they were exported to Europe and Asia.*8

4 Christine Hatt 2003, The African-American Slave Trade, White-Thomson Publishing Ltd, p. 5.

4 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 3.

47 Christine Hatt 2003, The African-American Slave Trade, White-Thomson Publishing Ltd, p. 7.

48 Christine Hatt 2003, The African-American Slave Trade, White-Thomson Publishing Ltd, p. 7.
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The French Desire for Colonies and Influence

For decades, through a number of theories, scholars have attempted to determine why
Europeans had to colonise Africa, asking whether colonisation was sparked by a mission to
civilise, as the French colonial administrators claimed, or if it occurred for trade reasons, for
other economic reasons or simply to benefit European capitalism.*°

For example, a group of scholars such as Vladimir Lenin put forward an economic reason and
argued that since many Europeans could not afford to buy goods from the shelves, it became
essential for capitalists to look for new buyers in Africa.>® Other scholars, like Ronald
Robinson and John Gallengher, took a geopolitical approach, arguing, for example, that in
order to maintain its economic status, Great Britain had to seek colonies and dominate
trading.® On the other hand, Henri Brunshwig argued that France was not interested in
economic benefit. As they say in France, les colonies avaient été créées par le métropole et
pour le métropole, the colonies have been created by the metropolis for the metropolis.>
Despite this common belief, Brunshwig insists that France’s colonisation of Africa was solely
based on status. France needed to be seen as a key player at the international level,;
consequently, it needed to colonise.>® Lori Liane Long has also argued that while economic
factors might be taken into account, national pride was one of the most important reasons

why European colonial rulers embraced colonisation. Once the race to colonise begun, the

49 William Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4"ed), Indiana University Press, pp. 25-26.

%0 Vladimir Lenin, 1917, Imperialism, the highest stage of capitalism, first published in pamphlet form in
Petrograd, Russia. In “Why did Europe colonise Africa”? (n.d), The Saylor Foundation, available at
http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/HIST252-Subunit-2.3.2-Why-Did-Europe-Colonize-
FINAL.pdf (accessed 3 October 2013).

%1 Ronald Robinson and John Gallengher, 1961, Africa and the victorians, London: Macmillan. In “Why did
Europe colonise Africa”? (n.d), The Saylor Foundation, available at http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/HIST252-Subunit-2.3.2-Why-Did-Europe-Colonize-FINAL.pdf (Accessed 3 October
2013).

52 William Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4"ed), Indiana University Press, p. 26.

%8 Henri Brunshwig, 1964, French colonialism, 1871-1914: myths and realities: New York, Praeger. In “Why
did Europe colonise Africa”? (n.d), The Saylor Foundation, available at http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-
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2013).
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state that “could obtain the most colonies, convert most people to its enlightened,

cosmopolitan culture was seen as the best.”> As has been succinctly observed, “In order to

remain/become a great nation, they had to colonise.”*

According to Wayne Walker, given the challenges on the European ground, France utilised
colonialism to regain its pride. Towards 1890, a colonial lobby group was established in
France with the aim to mobilise Europeans’ opinions regarding the roots of the colonial
conquest.*®

Peter Calvocoressi argued that Europeans were interested in Africa long before occupation
occurred.® In the case of Céte d’Ivoire, keeping in mind the idea of national pride, grandeur,
and power, France decided to send explorers sailing into the unknown land to explore and
claim Cote d’Ivoire as a new colony in order to appear grander.>®

During the 17" century, ivory was one of the most desired commodities in Europe. Cote
d’Ivoire was rich in ivory due to its large number of African elephants. Although the locals
were strongly determined to protect elephants, and opposed the presence of European powers
in their territories, the French managed to establish and participated in the ivory trade. As a

result, “by the early 18" century, hunters had virtually wiped out the entire elephant

% Lori Liane Long 1998, “Present day effects of French colonisation on former French colonies” University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, available at
http://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=utk_chanhonoproj (accessed 12 August
2014).

% Lori Liane Long 1998, “Present day effects of French colonisation on former French colonies” University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, available at

http://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=utk chanhonoproj (accessed 12 August
2014).

% Wayne Walker, Le Comité de I’Afrique Francaise (1890-1895), A French Colonial Press Group, University
of California, June 1977, pp. 12-15. In Ahipeaud 2009, p. 21.

57 peter Calvocoressi, World politics since 1945, 1991, Longman: London and New York, p. 493.
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Tennessee, Knoxville, available at
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2014).
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population” in Céte d’Ivoire.>® This suggested that France wanted to colonise Céte d’Ivoire to
have access to ivory.

Cote d’Ivoire’s wealth of exotic and rare material goods also attracted the French. From the
French perspective, the potential profitability of the colony served as a main motivator, and
profitability required the development of natural and human resources (what the French
colonialists later called the policy of la mise en valeur). When the French planters found
cocoa, coffee, banana and palm oil in Cote d’Ivoire, they began cultivating and exporting
them back home, which raised French interest in colonisation.

As Peter Calvocoressi pointed out, contemporary Africa provided Europeans with things they
needed. This included, among others, slaves for plantations in the West and raw materials.®°
In Coéte d’Ivoire, France’s strategic plan was to transform the territory into the focal point of
its political activities in the region, and to receive agricultural produce.5!

Former American Ambassador Francis McNamara argued that, although France expanded its
colonial empire in West Africa from the 19" century, at the beginning, the French were not
interested in colonialism or overseas involvement. It was only when national pride anxiety
aroused that the French began their colonial adventures. Like others, McNamara indicated
that the French were not in West Africa for financial reasons. From the outset, the primary
reasons why the French were dragged into West Africa were politics and national ego.
McNamara also argued that France became interested in territorial expansion because as a

rising industrial power, it needed ensured markets and raw materials under its own control.5?

% Courtney J. Conroy 2010, “France as a negative influence on Cdte d’Ivoire: The consequences of foreign
interference” Salve Regina University, available at
http://digitalcommons.salve.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=pell_theses (accessed 7 August
2014).
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Like other colonised countries in sub-Saharan Africa that served as sources of raw materials
for the colonial ruler, Céte d’Ivoire provided most of the low-cost raw materials to France. A
French geographical society sums up the point succinctly the following way: “the new
colonies offer markets for raw materials; the means of production, the products lacking in the
mother-country,” while prohibiting the colonies from producing or purchasing products from
other European powers.®?

However, as Carlene Edie has persuasively argued, like its European counterparts, France’s
colonisation of Africa including Cote d’Ivoire was constructed on a political basics as well as
an economic one. Confronted with chauvinistic competitions and ‘balance-of-power politics,’
France expressed its political intention to colonise Cote d’Ivoire. Also, faced with massive
industrial challenge, France was required to colonise many other African nations like Cote
d’Ivoire in order to obtain and manage new markets and sources of raw materials.®* In line
with the industrial argument, William Tordoff has pointed out that like many European
countries, after the industrial revolution France was concerned about how and where to get
raw material required for the manufacturing industry.%

As anyone who studied the history of France and Coéte d’Ivoire would tell, cultural
supremacy also provided justification for France’s colonisation of Africa in general, in order
to teach Christianity and French ‘civilisation.” In return, France planned to take advantage of

the colonies including Coéte d’Ivoire, as there was already a potential to exploit their rich

8 Lori Liane Long 1998, “Present day effects of French colonisation on former French colonies” University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, available at
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agricultural economy.%® Similarly, Peter Schaeder argued that France’s pronouncement of its
mission civilisatrice (civilising mission) was its justification for the necessity for colonialism

in Francophone West Africa, including Cdéte d’Ivoire, over people who were seen as

9 2 2967

“backward,” “ignorant,” “uncivilised,” “barbaric,” “savage” and “godless heathens.
The Franco-Prussian War and its Aftermath

When, in 1871, the French imperial army was defeated by Prussia and its smaller, German
forces, power relationships in Europe automatically changed. The so-called Franco-Prussian
war (1870-1871), fiercely fought by the armies of the main protagonists, lasted only one year.
Soon after the embarrassing peace imposed on France, a new powerful German Reich took
control of Europe. Further, this led to a revolution that sparked the end of an empire in
France, and from which its third republic was born.

The Franco-Prussian war revolved around the issue of who would become the Monarch of
Spain. Since the beginning of the 18" century, the French Bourbon family selected the
Spanish monarch. When the French realised that Prince Léopold of Hohenzollern-
Sigmaringen, who was a relative of Wilhelm 1 of Prussia, was the number one choice of the
Spanish government for the role, France feared that selection would shift the European
balance of power to Prussia.®®

In the process, Léopold withdrew his candidacy, but France remained concerned that he
would be supported by Prussia in the future. Therefore, on 13 June 1870, during his visit to

Prince Wilhelm at the spa town of Ems, the French Ambassador wanted Wilhem’s assurance

that the Spanish throne would never be offered to Léopold, but Wilhelm refused to give such

% Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
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a guarantee. Wilhelm sent a telegram to the Prussian Chancellor Otto von Bismarck briefing
him on the discussion. However, Bismarck reworded the telegram to indicate that: the French
Ambassador and Wilhelm had insulted and offended each other. The North German Gazette
printed the so-called ‘Ems Telegram’on 14 June 1870, which both created and perpetuated
anger, fear and hatred between the French and the Prussians. It took Napoléon 111 only five
days to declare war on Prussia.®®

However, Prussia and its allies of the Northern German Confederation quickly defeated the
French in a series of battles at the border. The Prussians took a victory lap across France,
during which time. France suffered its biggest blow when Napoléon 11l was captured during
the battle for Sedan (1-2 September 1870). Adding to France’s humiliation, Paris the capital
itself fell in 1871 after two days of occupation. To showcase their superiority, the winners
marched down to the Champs-Elysées, and under the Arch de Triomphe. As a result, France
lost Alsace and the German part of Lorraine, including Metz and Strasbourg. Generations of
French school students at home and in the former colonies learned never to forget the loss to
Prussia in the war of 1871. In the end, France was expected to pay an indemnity of five
billion gold francs in order to recuperate these lost cities.’® Prior to this humiliating defeat,
the French believed they had the strongest army in Europe.

Thus the French found it crucial to do everything they could to avenge the insult and forget
the debacle. Given the power relationships on European soil, and in order to respond to its
national humiliation, France was motivated to regain the lost prestige at home as well as

abroad through colonial conquests.” However, as a result of the defeat, the French lost

8 “France’s Prussian nemesis 2009,” Cartoon Times, available at
http://go.galegroup.com.ezproxy.flinders.edu.au/ps/retrieve.do?retrieveFormat=PDF (accessed 12 September
2014).

0 “France’s Prussian nemesis 2009,” Cartoon Times, available at
http://go.galegroup.com.ezproxy.flinders.edu.au/ps/retrieve.do?retrieveFormat=PDF (accessed 12 September
2014).

L Carlene J. Edie 2003, Politics in Africa A New Beginning? Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, Melbourne, p. 48.
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confidence in their ability to get involved in colonial expansion as they were feared it could
trigger a conflict with Great Britain or Italy and further isolate France. With regained self-
confidence in the 1880s, the French political and business classes retook control of their
future plan for colonial expansion.’

1885 Scramble for Africa and the Berlin Conference

In the 19" century, European colonial powers invaded Africa in a major territorial scramble.
As a result, they occupied various portions of the African continent, apart from Ethiopia and
Liberia which were never colonised by Europeans, as well as creating different regions.”
Cote d’Ivoire, which was a French protectorate, became a nation-state.

The issue of the Congo basin provided another justification for European ambitions.
Belgium’s King Léopold 2 had an interest in colonial problems as well as running a personal
fortune. In 1876, he proposed the creation of an African International Association. With the
geographic exploration of the continent as its principal aim, the Association designated the
British explorer Stanley as a coordinator for the exploration of the Congo basin.

Stanley faced the French ambitions, while the Portuguese claimed historical rights over the
mouth of the Congo River. It had become a vital challenge for Europeans as Léopold’s
ambitions were also challenged by other colonial nations. In 1884, Chancellor Bismarck
proposed a conference in Berlin, in order to resolve the commercial problems over the basin
of Congo. Until this point, Bismarck was only interested in European problems, and
supported the idea to protect the German traders in Africa.

The Berlin conference of (November 1884 — February 1885), which involved key European

states, released a ‘final act.” After defining the basin of Congo, this act established the

2 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 9.

3 Ethiopia, known to Europeans as Abyssinia was compromised by Orthodox and Ethiopian Christian in East
Africa. Liberia was an independent state in West Africa inhabited by the natives. What is important to reflect on
is that when the slave trade was abolished, African Americans moved to Liberia.
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obligation of any colonial power to respect free trade, even during war time. It also outlined
essential requirements to be met in order to effectively occupy only the coasts. This included
implantation of pavilion, sufficient authority and diplomatic notification.

The Berlin Conference also took up the issue of competition for power among European
nations over the accumulation of colonies. It stated that “any European power could colonise
any African country, provided “government representatives of the colonising country are
present in the country being colonised.”’* This signalled the race for who could claim the
most sovereignty over African nations through colonising them.

In 1885, Chancellor Bismarck who was in favour of French expansion beyond Europe
thought he had the opportunity to resolve the competition issue. The conference aimed to
avoid potential conflict between European colonial rulers in Africa. To achieve this, they
officially demarcated the boundaries between European possessions. At the Berlin
conference, European superpowers supported by France put in place the rules of the game,
allowing them to be part of the ‘scramble’ for the black continent.”

Clearly, this final act didn’t authorise Europe to curve-up Africa, but in fact it triggered the
expedition. As a consequence, France quickly undertook a range of activities to constitute a
vast empire from the Mediterranean to West Africa. England exerted domination of eastern
Africa from Cape Town to Cairo. Belgium, Germany and Italy shared the rest of Africa.
When confrontations arose between the super-powers, multiple bilateral treaties enabled them

to settle the borders."®

4 Lori Liane Long 1998, “Present ay effects of French colonisation on former French colonies” University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, available at

http://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=utk chanhonoproj (accessed 12 August
2014).

5 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 21; William Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4™ ed), Indiana University
Press, p. 25.

76 «“Les Colonies Francaises d’Afrique,” http://www.ph-lugwigsburg.de/htlm/2b-frnz-s-
01/overmann/baf4/colonisation/sénégal.htm
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France’s domination of West Africa began in 1902 and Coéte d’Ivoire was integrated into the
Afrique Occidentale Fancaise (AOF) or French West Africa in order to dominate this vast
body of territories, one of the historical processes of integration imposed by the French
empire through the decree of 16 June 1895.”

French Colonialism in West Africa

From the 1500s to the 1900s, European empires saw the people of West Africa as bound for
colonisation. While direct contact with the West African coastal people was made by the
Portuguese traders in the 15" century, Europeans were involved with them previously
through the trans-Saharan trade.”® The French began to establish their presence in West
Africa by the late 15" century. At the beginning, the French traders sought only small
portions of territory to protect warehouses and homes and eliminate opposition from
European counterparts. They were mainly attracted by West African gold. As the French
empire developed, the colonies and protectorates were utilised as important market places for
the transfer of goods to France. However, French missionaries travelled on trading ships
soon after, and, once on the ground, they converted the locals, willingly or unwillingly, to
Christianity. Catholicism in West African countries such as Togo, Bénin and Coéte d’Ivoire
stands as a testament to their success.

By the 17" century, trade with the territories protectorates boomed. Over time, traders faced
the challenge of expanding their territory, which they achieved by negotiation, threat or war.
Sometimes, they simply forced the Kings or local chiefs to hand over their lands. In return,
locals received European trade benefits or other forms of compensation.

By the 1800s, French colonial influence had spread across almost the entire West Africa. This
was the era of empire, when local rulers were also invited to accept protection from the

"7 Peter Schaeder 2004, African Politics and Society: A Mosaic in Transformation (2" ed)
Thomson/Wadsworth, p. 59.

8 During their first contacts, Portuguese traders were only focused on the West African coast, but others
activities included missionary and exploration work.
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French. Colonisation peaked between 1850 and the Second World War. The French
administration inflicted severe punishment on locals who rebelled against French colonial
rule.

As Alice Conklin indicated, in 1895, the colonial ministry in Paris appointed the Governor-
General of French West Africa. During that time, little by little, France expanded its colonies
in West Africa.”® With headquarters in Dakar, Sénégal, the powerful Governor-General
managed this ‘super-colony’ which included Céte d’Ivoire, Dahomey (now Bénin), Guinea,
Niger, Mauritania, Sénégal and Sudan, thus exercising effective control over the entire
territory. %

Over the years, the French colonial empire acquired several key points of the west coast of
Africa. At the beginning they prioritised trade over missionary activities, but that changed
after the Berlin conference. Indeed, France could not resist seeking coastal acquisition in
attempt to protect its trade and compete with the British who were well established in Sierra
Leone, Gold Coast and the Niger Delta region (Nigeria). Meantime, the Germans took
possession of Cameroon and Togo and the Portuguese controlled the Angola coast.®!

Sarah Kemp has argued that there were some positive elements of colonisation. She insisted
some colonisations worked out reasonably well.8? Clearly, the negative effects of 19" century
French colonialism were rooted in their subjugation of the West African people as inferior.
From the French colonisers’ perspective, they were tasked with ‘civilising’ the lesser race,
even if brutality was required. As a direct result, colonisation caused bloodshed, conflict and

social disruption.®

% Alice ConKlin 1998, Colonialism and Human Rights: A Contradiction in terms? The Case of France and
West Africa, 1895-1914, JSTOR: American Historical Review, VVol.103, No. 2, (April 1998), pp. 419-442.

80 Sarah Kemp 2011, European colonialism in the Asia-Pacific, Its Rise and Fall, Trocadero Publishing, p. 2.

81 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, pp. 22-23.

82 Sarah Kemp 2011, European colonialism in the Asia-Pacific, Its Rise and Fall, Trocadero Publishing, p. 1.

8 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 25.
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French Colonial Rule and Style
The French Governor Gabriel-Louis Angoulvand commented that colonisation “was not just

about exploring the country in order to know it better, but it was about completely conquering

the territory in order to contribute to its economic and social development.”8*

Grah Mel describes colonialism as the racism of the colon, colonialist, a term which
expresses the Europeans unjustifiable hatred of Africans.®® Michael Watts describes
colonialism as “The establishment and maintenance of rule, for an extended period of time by
a sovereign power over a subordinate or alien of people who are separate from the ruling
power.”8 However, others emphasise on space and territory to define colonialism.®’

During the colonial era, African territories were first colonised, and then exploited by
Europeans. Although the colonial rule period lasted a relatively short time in Africa, Africans
were subjected to organised repression. In Cote d’Ivoire, France ruled as a sovereign and
political power via the specific mechanisms of colonialism. France profoundly reorganised
Cote d’Ivoire’s political environment, mode of economic development and social
hierarchies.® In addition, France forced unnatural boundaries in Cote d’Ivoire and required

people to live in new environments without taking into account their life styles.®® Initially, the

8 Angoulvand became Governor of Cote d’lvoire for the first term from 25 April 1908 until 28 April 1909. He
went on to serve 4 other terms. His last on was from 1 December 1916 to 27 December 1916. See Ahipeaud
2009, p. 23.

8 Grah Mel 2003, p.216.

8 Michael Watts et al, 2000, The Dictionary of Human Geography (4™ ed), Blackwell Publishers, Oxford and
Malden, MA, pp. 93-95 in lan Biaird, Questioning the Precolonial, Colonial and Postcolonial in the Context of
The Brao of Southern Laos and Northeastern Cambodia, ACME: An International E-Journal for Critical
Geographies, 2011, Vol.10, No 1, pp. 48-57.

8 lan Biaird, Questioning the Precolonial, Colonial and Postcolonial in the Context of the Brao of Southern
Laos and Northeastern Cambodia, ACME: An International E-Journal for Critical Geographies, 2011, Vol.10,
No 1, pp. 48-57.

8 Courtney J. Conroy 2010, “France as a negative influence on Cdte d’Ivoire: The consequences of foreign
interference” Salve Regina University, available at
http://digitalcommons.salve.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=pell_theses (accessed 7 August
2014).

8 Courtney J. Conroy 2010, “France as a negative influence on Cdte d’Ivoire: The consequences of foreign
interference” Salve Regina University, available at
http://digitalcommons.salve.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=pell_theses (accessed 7 August
2014).
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country’s north which includes Odiénné, Kong, Touba and Dabakala was considered as part
of French Sudan (which is now called Mali); by January 1900, this segment belonged to Cote
d’Ivoire.%
Soon after the Berlin conference of 1885, France sought to politically control West Africa
including Céte d’Ivoire and Equatorial Africa.®* As Tordoff pointed out, the French divided
each colony into cercles for better management, based on the ‘direct rule’ system. A political
officer managed each cercle, firing traditional rulers, and replacing them with soldiers or
retired government clerks.
In Cote d’Ivoire, as Patricia Kummer had noted, by 1916, the French fully controlled Cote
d’Ivoire. In order to further consolidate its power, the French organised the land into districts,
controlled by French Commanders under the colonial government. Although subjects of the
French government, Ivorians were denied French citizenship. Thus the French expected them
to do public labour, and to join the French military, but denied them fair judicial rights and
frequently subjected them to unfair trials.% In this way the French marked the beginning of
the transformation of Ivorian politics and society.®®
Furthermore, colonial administrators used the principles of forced labour during the
colonisation era, insisting on applying pressure, coercion and the use of force. As Conklin
stated:
The moral right to use coercion [is] the automatic cororally of the idea of
colonisation... Colonisation rule rests on an act of violence. Its only

justification lies in the intention to substitute a more enlightened authority

% Ahipeaud 2009 pp. 21-57; “Céte d’Ivoire, history and politics,” available at
http://www.iss.co.za/AF/profiles/IvoryCoast/Politics.html, (accessed 9 April 2013).

%1 As a colony, Cote d’Ivoire was entirely placed under the sovereignty of France; See William Tordoff 2002,
Government and Politics in Africa (4" ed), Indiana University Press, p. 27.

92 Patricia K Kummer 1996, Céte d’Ivoire.Children’s Press, New York, p.38.

93 Peter Schaeder 2004, African Politics and Society: A Mosaic in Transformation, (2™ ed),
Thomson/Wadsworth, p. 50.
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for the one in place, one capable of bringing the conquered peoples to a

better existence... The result can only be achieved by applying pressure to

individual actions. Such pressure is legitimate, on the sole condition that it

is in the best general interests as well as in that of the natives.®
Modern Céte d’Ivoire was born after French colonisation. Shortly after the Berlin conference,
attended by all the European superpowers, France acquired the West African territories. Cote
d’Ivoire became a French colony in 1893 due to the work of Gustave Binger, who was
supported by a French trader by the name of Marcel Treich-Laplene, with whom he met
secretly to plot colonisation. During their mission, the two men travelled from Kong, now
northern Coéte d’Ivoire, to the south where they signed treaties. In recognition, Paris
appointed Binger the first Governor of Céte d’Ivoire.®
The project of ‘civilising’ the natives, by carrying out the ‘mission civilisatrice,” became a
key aspect of the colonial era. Indeed, for the colonial master, French culture was
‘universalistic’, the French civilisation was exportable and the savages should be prepared to
embrace it. Like most of the European great powers, the French Colonialists became
convinced of the political as well commercial need for expansion. They also remained
convinced of their right to rule and share the benefits of civilisation to those whom they
civilised. In Cote d’Ivoire, that was not the case.*® Ivorians paid a high price for France’s

civilising work.

% Alice ConKlin 1998, Colonialism and Human Rights: A Contradiction in Terms? The Case of France and
West Africa, 1895-1914, JSTOR: American Historical Review, VVol.103, No. 2, (April 1998), pp. 419-442.

% “L histoire de la Cote d’Ivoire,”” available at http://www.cosmovisions.com/ChronoCotelvoire.htm (accessed
18 August 2014).

% Robert Aldrich 2008, “The French empire: Colonialism and its aftermath,” Paper for comparative imperial
transformations” Conference, Sydney, The University of Sydney, available at
http://sydney.edu.au/arts/research/nation_empire_globe/downloads/Empires WUN_Aldrich_3_08.pdf (accessed
22 August 2014).
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French Policy of Assimilation

The key French colonial policy of ‘assimilation’ facilitated integration of colonial ‘subjects’
into the French nation through indoctrination into French culture via ‘an acculturation
system.’As long as the non-citizen African subjects willingly and fully embraced French
culture, including achieving fluency in French language of Moliére - abandoning Indigenous
fetish-worship or animism and converting to Christianity or obtaining higher education, they
were entitled to fully achieve the status of French citizens.®” Shockingly, though, by 1936,
only 80, 509 Indigenes Citoyens Francais (French Citizens of African origin) existed in the
entire AOF.%

In French, these ‘converts’ were called évolués, literally meaning ‘civilised persons, or even
forward-looking évolués. Under the policy of assimilation, education was ‘the main
currency.”®® Houphouét and others, for example, graduated from a very limited number of
grandes écoles or the most prestigious institutions such as the medical school at Dakar or the
federal Ecole Normale William Ponty. Less illustrious institutions such as the teachers
colleges in Sudan and Cote d’Ivoire or alma mater of Cote d’Ivoire as well as the veterinary
school at Bamako also provided French education. In addition, there were two lycees in
Dakar, which granted the equivalent of a Baccalauréat .1

Some of the graduates from those institutions continued their political and professional
careers in significant decision-making positions. Indeed, William Ponty College and those
institutions played a crucial role in the education of some first generation West African
9 William Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4™ ed), Indiana University Press, p. 61; Owen
Write 2007, Drunken States: Temperance and French Rule in Cote d’Ivoire 1908-1916, Journal of Social
History, 40.3 (Spring 2007), p. 663; Those who love the French language always refer to it as the language of
Moliére (Jean-Baptiste Paquelin 1622-1673). In the 17™ century, he was a well-known French dramatist, theater
actor, playright and director.

% Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 36.

9 Alex Thomson, 2004 An introduction to African politics, 2™ edition, Routledge, London, pp. 16.

190 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 37.
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leaders of the inter-war era, such as Houphouét. Ponty explained that education represented
the most efficient instrument of the civilising work of the colonial state. He went on to say it
imposed on the subjects the notion that they could and must improve their living conditions
to have access to key resources. However, according to the local elite, the core objective of
the education system was to uphold long term dominance of the territories.'%

It is fair to say that the concept of assimilation through education applied only to a select
group of state elites.’®? For example, in Cote d’Ivoire in 1947, only twenty-one Ponty
graduates, or ‘Pontins’ were elected to the new territorial assembly, not an extraordinary
number.1%® The second systematic problem was Pontins found themselves to be a cheval sur
deux civilisations, trapped between the African and the French world. One English

commentator named the proud graduates who considered themselves elites ‘Black

Frenchmen.’1%

As one of its chief functions, Ponty College introduced its students to a French lifestyle. One
well known ex-Pontin, Mamadou Dia summarised the impact of Ponty on himself, where he
tasted modern life for the first time the following way:

The time at Ponty was very important... It was at Ponty that I really came

into contact with western life, modern life. Before that, | even did not know

101 Marcel Ahipeaud “Elite ideologies and the Politics of Media. A critical history of Ivoirien Elite ideologies
and their Press from the Brazzaville conference to the December 24th military coup.” University of London,
School of Oriental and African Studies, History Department, Thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy, September 2003, source CERAP library in Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire, Field notes Abidjan Cote
d’Ivoire 2012.

102 peter Schaeder 2004, African Politics and Society: A Mosaic in Transformation (2™ ed)
Thomson/Wadsworth; Houphouét was a good example. As indicated | will show below that Houphouét earned a
medical degree. He was a docteur Africain, Assistant doctor. Another good example was Léopold Senghor of
Sénégal. Despite his humble origin, Senghor became a brilliant scholar-politician. He was a deputy in Paris
before becoming President of Sénégal; Frederick Copper 2002, Africa Since 1940: The past and The Present,
Cambridge University Press, p. 45.

103 Tony Chafer 2007, Education and Political Socialisation of a National-Colonial Political Elite in French
West Africa, 1936-47, The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Vol. 35, No 3, September 2007, pp.
437-458.

104 In Tony Chafer 2007, Education and Political Socialisation of a National-Colonial Political Elite in French
West Africa, 1936-47, The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Vol. 35, No 3, September 2007, pp.
437-458.
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how to wear a jacket, trouser or a tie. It was at Ponty that, as part of the

school’s uniform, I wore a European suit, jacket, tunic and a shirt for the

first time... I ate at table for the first time... All those things were new to

rne.105
Although they made considerable efforts to adopt western culture, most Ponty students were
rejected by their French counterparts, and were aware that their peers never recognised them
as equals,’® Therefore, despite assimilation being France’s official policy, in actuality the
French only pretended to assimilate the indigenous people to the métropole. Indeed, for all its
apparent generosity, true assimilation rarely occurred, and instead the indigenous people
remained in inferior positions because their French compatriots would never accept or treat
them as full and equal citizens.’®” This attitude characterises all colonial cases. Local leaders
soon realised that despite the introduction of the assimilation policy, there was still a sense of
French superiority over them. Therefore, they strongly believed the best means to end
discrimination and inequality was independence.
The concept of assimilation is not new; even today it continues to re-emerge during
discussion of Franco-African international relations. Assimilation can be traced back to the
French first colonial empire in the 17" and 18™ centuries and originated in the ideals of the
French revolution: equality, fraternity and freedom for anyone who was French regardless of
race or colour. Thus, in 1790s, residents from the cantons of St Louis in Sénegal were granted
French citizenships and political rights. Moreover, in 1848, along with residents mainly from

the French West Indies and the Reunion, they were granted representations in Paris.

105 Tony Chafer 2007, Education and Political Socialisation of a National-Colonial Political Elite in French
West Africa, 1936-47, The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Vol. 35, No 3, September 2007, pp.
437-458.

106 William Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4™ ed), Indiana University Press, p. 61.

107 peter Schaeder 2004, African Politics and Society: A Mosaic in Transformation (2" ed)
Thomson/Wadsworth, p. 61.
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However, conservatives from the right side of politics including catholic and monarchist
never endorsed this policy.1%®

The assimilation process failed because few areas were involved and only a small number of
residents benefitted, although 18" century philosophers including Voltaire, Rousseau,
Montesquieu and Diderot culturally provided some support. During the 1879 French
Revolution, missionaries were encouraged to spread their language, culture and political
philosophy to the less fortunate non-francophone. This suggested that French civilisation
missionaries were ethnocentric and automatically assumed French superiority.1%

Under the assimilation policy, the French presumed the superiority of the French culture and
civilisation. The French project of ‘civilising the savages’ served as a key justification for the
colonial enterprise, and thus the French believed they had a duty to civilise African
‘barbarians and turn them into French.’110

Towards the end of the 19™" century, it became clear that the policy of assimilation had failed.
The French officially replaced it with a policy of ‘association’ for French African colonies,
recognising the importance of the African culture, but requiring a more authoritarian
approach to govern the colonies. The belief in the superiority of French remained largely
unchanged.!! Despite the assumption of culture superiority, McNamara has argued that the
French longstanding commitment to assimilate local populations was a reflection of their

inclination to accept them as equals, people who were fluent in French.*2

108 Wallace G. Mills, “French approaches in colonial policy” St, Mary’s University, available at
http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/HIST252-French-Approaches-in-Colonial-Policy.pdf.
199 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 34.

110 Wallace G. Mills Hist, “French approaches in colonial policy” St, Mary’s University, available at
http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/HIST252-French-Approaches-in-Colonial-Policy.pdf.
111 Robert Aldrich 2008, “The French empire: Colonialism and its aftermath,” Paper for comparative imperial
transformations” Conference, Sydney, The University of Sydney, available
athttp://sydney.edu.au/arts/research/nation_empire_globe/downloads/Empires WUN_Aldrich_3_08.pdf
(accessed 22 August 2014).

112 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 127.
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French Language Imposed

Compared to other colonial powers, French colonials, based on their mission civilisatrice,
civilising mission, emphasised the promotion of French language and culture.!®® In most
cases, imposing the French language served as an important aspect of colonisation in many
parts of the sub-Saharan Africa. The French believed linguistic domination could determine
France’s colonial expansion and guarantee the future of the French language in the colonies.
In their view, French language was the most valuable aspect of the French connection to the
colonies.!'* In Cote d’Ivoire, where the French language was an important element of the
colonial education, this view clearly dominated among the French colonial administrators.1%®
France started its civilisation mission in the Senegambia area including Saint Louis, Dakar,
Gorée and Rufisque at the time.l® Despite the push to spread French language through
colonial education, by the end of 1939, only 63,200 students attended primary schools across
AOF. At that time, the entire population of AOF was 14.7 million. Most of those students
attended village schools, taking a 2 year literacy course. The statistics demonstrate that the
colonial masters failed to make headway against basic and functional illiteracy and did not

increase much public awareness of the French language.

113 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 98.

114 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 127.

115 French speakers are called Francophone. According to a British journalist, if French is the language of
human rights, because human rights laws were written in French, it is also the reason behind the fiasco of many
French speaking African countries. The linguistic control is often the result of a political disaster, he suggested.
Using Cote d’Ivoire, Chad, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Mali and now Central African Republic as
examples, he went on to say that while most African countries are moving forward, Francophone countries
including Cote d’Ivoire are irremediably lost, because they speak French; See Liam Mullone “Pourquoi je ne
laisserai pas mes enfants apprendre le Francgais” available at http://www.lebanco.net/banconet/bco21856.htm
(accessed 17 April 2014).

It became clear that France successfully extended geographically its linguistic boundary to the territories.
Marcel Ahipeaud “Elite ideologies and the Politics of Media. A critical history of Ivoirien Elite ideologies and
their Press from the Brazzaville conference to the December 24th military coup.” University of London, School
of Oriental and African Studies, History Department, Thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy,
September 2003, source CERAP library in Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire, Field notes Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 2012; Alice
ConKlin 1998, Colonialism and Human Rights: A Contradiction in Terms? The Case of France and West
Africa, 1895-1914, JSTOR: American Historical Review, Vol.103, No. 2, (April 1998), pp. 419-442.

116 Carlene J. Edie 2003, Politics in Africa A New Beginning? Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, Melbourne, p. 48.
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In the Ivorian village schools, for example, the French believed that the language would help
Ivorians to develop their love for their own ancestors and at the same time, they would love
the French ones.!'” Without any doubt, France’s push for the colonial education system was a
means to extend the French language and culture in Cote d’Ivoire.!'® However, Ponty
reportedly did not have that perception in mind when he stated that France’s objective was to
“permeate the masses, penetrate and envelop them like a new thin web of new loyalties,” as
explained in his 1910 speech on the influence of French language. Since Ivorians were to
learn and speak French, they would ultimately develop an idea about “our moral, social and
economic superiority,” and in short that “will little by little transform these barbarians of
yesterday into disciples and agents.”'!® This happened exactly as stated.

Despite the colonial empire’s ideas about forced civilisation and cultural assimilation, only a
few outstanding students were sent to France for further education, graduating as clerks, court
interpreters, instituteurs, (primary school teachers).!?® Therefore, this ‘proto-elite’ held
positions of lower ranks in the public services. Yet again, only a few became professionals
such as lawyers and African doctors.'?! Despite French’s status as the official language and
the language of instruction, all forms of schools were banned including the Islamic schools
set up predominantly in the north and, only a minority of Ivorians spoke French sufficiently

well during the period of civilisation mission.??

117 For example, as children, Ivorians of my generation were encouraged to read Asterix and Lucky Luke
comics. We grew up reading Balzac, Proust and Gide. Not surprisingly, when you speak French, you think
French and you definitely start having a penchant for France. That is still the case for younger lvorians.

118 Marcel Ahipeaud “Elite ideologies and the Politics of Media. A critical history of Ivoirien Elite ideologies
and their Press from the Brazzaville conference to the December 24th military coup.” University of London,
School of Oriental and African Studies, History Department, Thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy, September 2003, source CERAP library in Abidjan Céte d’Ivoire, Field notes Abidjan Cote
d’Ivoire 2012.

119 Alice ConKlin 1998, “Colonialism and Human Rights: A Contradiction in teams? The Case of France and
West Africa, 1895-1914,” JSTOR: American Historical Review, VV0l.103, No. 2, (April 1998), pp. 419-442.
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121 Alex Thomson, 2004 An introduction to African politics, 2™ edition, Routledge, London, pp. 16.

122 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, pp. 37-38.
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The First Resistance to Colonisation and Taxation Systems

France, which was present at the coast in 1843, returned with a mission: to conquer the
interior area. To achieve this mission, Arthur Verdier, Marcel Treich-Lapléne who was a
French trader and Louis-Gustave Binger, a military officer, were sent as representatives.
Actual colonisation, including establishing a new political, administrative and economic
system of management, proved to be a hard exercise. From the beginning when the first
measures of the colonial administration, namely the establishment of the taxation system was
introduced, many locals felt considerable anger towards the French. In 1852, the people of
Akapless in the south, who opposed French accumulation of territories and taxation rebelled.
This uprising met with defeat so severe that it allowed Captain Faidherbe to build forts in the
south both at Dabou and Grand-Bassam. In an ultimate irony, recruited local chiefs worked
alongside the French colonialists within the colonial bureaucracy. Like their 20" century
counterparts, they also held positions of lower ranks and were tasked to do the dirty work of
collecting taxes across the land, following the rules of the colonialists.!?3

France’s ambition to unify the Sahelian territories and the southern areas was also challenged
by the presence of Samory Touré’s empire. A remarkable tribal leader committed to the
Islamic state, Samory resisted the French colonial rule. This resulted in a long battle of
strategists between Samory and the French under the leadership of Yves Person.'?* From
1882 to 1885, Samory fought the French, and then signed treaties with them between 1886
and 1887. The following year, war against the French started again, when they tried to
provoke rebellion amongst Samory’s fighters. The French lost on many occasions between

1885 and 1889.1%°

123 Carlene J. Edie 2003, Politics in Africa A New Beginning? Wadsworth Thomson Learning, Melbourne, p. 51.
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Yet again, following several confrontations with the French, Samory signed some treaties. In
1890, Samory managed to reorganise his army and used guerrilla tactics, signing treaties with
the British Empire in Sierra Leone in order to obtain sophisticated weapons. Between 1893
and 1898, the Samory army dominated Kong upper present-day Cote d’Ivoire where he
moved his capital. In the end, Samory, one of the great emperors and fighters of African
freedom was captured on 29 September 1898, early in the morning in the mountainous
westerners region in his camp at Guélémou.*?°

The French deported Samory to Gabon where he died two years later from pneumonia on 2
June 1900. Fifty years later, his grandson Sékou Touré from French Guinea stood as the only
African nationalist to say ‘No’ to France and General de Gaulle. Regarding independence, he
preferred freedom over slavery under the European master.?” The capture of Samory allowed
Verdier, Treich-Lapléne and Binger to move freely around Céte d’Ivoire, make agreements,
and sign treaties with the local chiefs. The local chiefs believed the treaties would put an end
to internal division, and that their traditional structure and customs would remain unchanged.
However, the French failed to abide by the agreements and “the treaties became the basis for
most of France’s claim to land” compromising present-day Cote d’Ivoire.'?8

The capture of Samory marked the beginning of the claim of the Anglo-French colonial
authority in West Africa, as the powerful Asante confederation also collapsed due to almost

three quarters of a century confrontations with the United Kingdom which was the first

126 Ahipeaud, 2009, p. 22.

127 Ahipeaud, 2009, p. 22.
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Tennessee, Knoxville, available at
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2014).
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superpower at the time.!?® Although the African kingdoms took the colonial masters by
surprise with their unexpected strength and determination to fight, the kingdoms lost.!3

The French managed to secure some territories through agreements and treaties with some
local chiefs. However, given that they failed to negotiate treaties with the local leaders from
the inland, some locals resisted the French troop’s attempts to conquer the entire land. Local
resisters who operated as guerrillas challenged the French, although subsequently, suffering
heavy defeat. Different regions came under French control one by one. Key tribal leaders of
the resistance became victims and suffered like Samory arrest, imprisonment, deportation or
brutal execution.®®

Following this, France’s colonisation of the territory continued with violence. According to
Martial Ahipeaud, the first real confrontation between the colonial power and the natives
started in 1898. When France, one of the world’s most advanced democracies with its liberal
regime, attempted to forcibly ‘conquer’, ‘pacify’ and ‘administer’ the land, the natives
resisted.’®? People from the south of Cote d’Ivoire who opposed the taxation system and
genuinely believed in the idea of independence rebelled. For example, in 1910, the Abé
people rebelled against the French and in 1915, local resistance intensified when people from
the Bété and Baoulé ethnic groups joined the rebellion against the French authorities which
caused a devastating conflict. The Baoulé played an important role in the 20" century history

of Cote d’Ivoire, waging the longest resistance war to French colonisation. Some respondents
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suggested that many Africans strongly supported Baoulé due to their strong opposition to
colonialism. This likely, explains a long Baoulé dominance of Céte d’Ivoire’s politics.**®
Harrism, a large protestant religion begun by Liberian preacher William Wade Harris, also
served as a form of resistance.’®* Harris walked bare foot from his native Liberia to Cote
d’Ivoire and Ghana between 1910 and 1914, preaching his extremely effective evangelical
revival based on prophecy, healing and miracles. Harris’ first mission landed in Céte d’Ivoire
in 1895 and he was particularly successful due to strong presence of Christianity in the area.
Harris was arrested and beaten in Kraffy, Cote d’Ivoire on his way back from Ghana with
three women assistants, and they were expelled from Cote d’Ivoire towards the end of 1914.
The French imprisoned Harris at Cape Palmas “out of fear of uncontrolled charisma.”
Nonetheless, his arrest did not prevent many of his supporters from visiting him. The French
empire believed because of his power over the people, Harris might foment rebellion. They
extradited Harris to Liberia in 1915 as a potential ‘instigator of revolt’ and he died there in
1929.1%°

As Ahipeaud indicated, for imposition of colonial rule, the colonial forces of governor
Angoulvand used violent repression against indigenous opponents of French colonialism in
order to join their colonies from the north to the coast. Consequently, Angoulvand denied

them the opportunity to enjoy their freedom, but there was resistance.'3®
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134 See Ahipeaud, “Elite ideologies and the Politics of Media. A critical history of Ivoirien Elite ideologies and
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135 Graham Ducan and Ogbu U. Kalu, Bakuzufu: Revival movements and indigenous appropriation in African
Christianity, Digitised by the University of Pretoria, 2013, available at
http://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/21579/012_ Chapter11l p278-308.pdf?sequence=13 (accessed
209 August 2014).

136 Ahipeaud, “Elite ideologies and the Politics of Media. A critical history of Ivoirien Elite ideologies and their
Press from the Brazzaville Conference to the December 24th military coup.” University of London, School of

72


http://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/21579/012_Chapter11_p278-308.pdf?sequence=13

Although resistance occurred, France took advantage of regional conflicts to implement its
policy of ‘divide - and - conquer.’*¥" France used the same ‘divide — and — conquer’ tactic to
interfere with the traditional leadership. For example, France gave employment preference to
specific groups, aiming to create competition among them and increase insecurity and
conflict. It must be noted that groups from the coast where French originally settled and
where the first schools were built were more likely to be chosen for employment. 138
Governor Angoulvand’s Method of Colonial Control

Realising that its military method was failing, Paris deployed Governor Angoulvand a
civilian with a better colonial ideology. Angoulvand applied his method of ‘burnt land’
(which became the norm later on.?*®) This method consisted of destroying everything where
resistance was occurring and imposing heavy taxes to force the local population to join the
colonial state.®® When Angoulvand took command of the colony, he made it clear that the
new regime would not tolerate the resistance of the locals. For Angoulvand, the country was
called la cote des mal gens, the coast of the bad people. This meant that they were unfriendly
to foreigners. From Angoulvand’s perspective, to administer a territory meant: “imposing a
few rules, limiting particular privileges for everyone’s benefit and collecting more taxes.”**!

Angoulvand said that the territory did not exist and insisted the French administration should

be received without conflict. He claimed that colonial domination should be achieved through
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total submission of the indigenous people to a military regime headed by a senior and strong
officer or general with the necessary skills.14?

This suggested that France intended to stay forever. Moreover, according to Angoulvand,
brutal repression represented the best way to convince those who were les plus dubitatifs,
more dubious about France’s objective. Angoulvand imposed French rule by burning houses,
and when necessary, destroying entire villages, successfully using state violence and terror
against resisters. Thus French colonial rule in Céte d’Ivoire was based on coercion, not
consent. Under Governor Angoulvand, during ‘the pacification’ process of Cdte d’Ivoire,
powerful and huge military striking forces were deployed on the ground to break-up any
resistance.’*® As a further weapon against resisters, local leaders’ heads were cut off,
ridiculed and displayed on poles in public places as real war trophies.** Despite the large
number of Ivorians who died unnecessarily and painfully due to French colonisation, the
French reportedly utilised less brutal tactics than the Belgian and German colonials.#°
Second Wave of Resistance in 1940s and the 1944 Brazzaville Conference
Resistance to colonial or imperial rule by the African natives continued until after the Second
World War, after the acquisition of self-rule. During this period, all colonial states obtained
the status of political independent states. In Cote d’Ivoire, during the Second World War, the
economic pressure, and the toughening of the French regime provoked widespread

dissatisfaction of locals. As a result, feelings of nationalism rose.}*® Local nationalists

142 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 24.
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inspired millions of people in their struggle against colonialism and foreign occupation by
General Angoulvand and the colonial authority.'4’

For example, Ivorians perceived the Abé people in the south as one of the ethnic groups that
strongly opposed the European penetration. To show the local resistance Ahipeaud had
observed that if in 1893, Ivorians did not react, that was because they did not understand the
logic of ‘colonisation.” When Angoulvand affirmed that France’s occupation was not
temporary, local Baoulé, Bété, Dida, and other chiefs decided to take action.**® Despite the
diplomatic effort by Governor Francois-Joseph Clozel who called off military operations, the
locals strongly retaliated. Regrettably, faced with the French power, they didn’t prevail in
1915, and were victims of French colonialism against which they fought a very courageous
battle.4°

Inspired by India and its independence in 1947, African leaders influenced by Gandhian
methods of passive resistance formed National Congress. They met on a regular basis and
gained confidence. The first meeting was held in 1900; fifteen years later, they held a second
conference in Paris requesting independence and the end of colonial rule.*>°

In Cote d’Ivoire, although the French military administration systematically repressed any
active resistance, passive resistance was coordinated by lvorian nationalist leaders in the
1940s. Locals who were defeated by Angoulvand early in the establishment and
implementation of the territorial policy by Albert Sarrault, later reorganised themselves to
relaunch their fight for freedom through negotiation with France.’®' Like their African

counterparts, when Ivorian nationalists realised the only way to gain independence was
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negotiation, they asked the French colonial authority to consider how power could be
progressively transferred to them.!5?

On 30 June 1944, General de Gaulle opened the so-called Brazzaville Conference. The
conference aimed to propose a concrete African colonial policy, emphasising social, political
and economic reforms in the context of decolonisation that would be implemented at the
war’s end. Although the conference was about the future of African people, no African
representatives were in attendance.'® In his opening speech, de Gaulle outlined the reform
for Africa, promising Africans including Ivorians more involvement in mixed Franco-African
councils, more decentralisation and a wider franchise.™*

However, de Gaulle also made reference to how the ‘civilisation mission’ in the colonies was
to be handled in the future. As part of his final recommendations he clearly warned that “the
management of their own affairs” didn’t mean self-government. It wasn’t conceivable that
the colonies should have any future outside the French empire: “the purposes of the
civilisation work which France had accomplished in her colonies excluded any idea of self-
government.”'*> Nevertheless, the Brazzaville Conference marked the starting point of the
conflict resolution strategy by France.

Meantime, in an attempt to end the devastating effects of colonisation, Ivorian nationalists
began to organise themselves politically. They made their dissatisfaction with the colonial
system heard, through the Rassemblement Démocratique African (RDA), a federation of
political parties and the main nationalist party which operated throughout Francophone West
Africa. As a result of their participation in the Second World War to help liberate France

territories in the side of allies, locals felt confident that they would gain their own freedom
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from France. For its part, in order to avoid a decolonisation war a [’Algerienne or
Indochinoise, France also began to resolve the rising tension through dialogue and
negotiation.

At the end of Second World War, France adopted a new colonial governing strategy, giving
the colonies more powers of self-determination. Historian and former President Laurent
Gbagbo has explained that in Cote d’Ivoire, these new approaches took place between 1945
and 1960 as a result of major changes at the international level. Like all colonial powers,
France faced great difficulties when the victorious former allies of the Second World War
turned against each other as soon as fascism was defeated. In the case of Cote d’Ivoire,
France was required to change its colonial policies.*®

The first draft of the April 1946 French Constitution of the then fourth Republic included
new approaches France had to take to govern its colonies. According to the April
Constitution, the French empire including the old colonies of West Africa would be
transformed into the French Union. The draft was proposed by the Parti Communiste
Francais (PC) and the Section Francaise de [’Internationale Ouvriere (SFI1O). In the colonies
where indigenous people had been denied the right to gain French citizenship, the
Constitution was defeated. It was also rejected by the French people in a referendum on 5
May, by 53% of the votes due to the rise of communism in the métropole. According Gordon
Wright, “The referendum, in the mind of many citizens, had turned into a plebiscite against
the communist party.”%’

Despite the rejection of the April Constitution, some of the recommendations of the
Brazzaville Conference such as the scrapping of the indigenat were adopted. The Brazzaville

Conference proposed the abolition of the justice system. Indigénat was scraped on 20
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February 1946 by government decree.’® The second attempt at a Constitution passed by
53.5% the same year in May, supported by the Mouvement Républicain Populaire, Popular
Republican Movement (MRP), the French Communist Party (PCF) and the Parti Socialiste,
Socialist Party (SFIO). As a result, all the West African territories became Associated
Territories with representatives both in the French House of Representative and the Council
of Republic.t®®

As Gbagbo has pointed out, during this significant period, African representation in the
French Assembly galvanised the Ivorians.'®® Politically motivated Ivorian elites soon formed
the PDCI-RDA, a political party that pushed for future independence. The Brazzaville
Conference recommended the creation of a local Ivorian elected assembly; the French
government kept this promise by allowing the Constituent Assembly.%! Although no Ivorian
participated directly at the Brazzaville Conference, the conference clearly took steps in the
right direction, leading the nation to independence 16 years later.°?

The Loi Cadre of 1956 and the Road to Independence

In 1954, the French suffered defeat at Dien Bien Phu, losing its former colony in Indochina.
The Algerian Civil War broke out in 1956 in response to French colonial involvement in
Algeria. According to McNamara, following the disruptive Indochina war of the Indochina
and faced with Algerian decolonisation, concerned French politicians could not afford to use
further violence in their remaining colonies.'®® Perhaps most importantly, France needed to

maintain its world-power status. In order to avoid being implicated in another conflict and

158 The indigénat was a harsh system of arbitrary justice only applied to colonial subjects.

159 Stephen Wooten, “The French in West Africa: Early contact to independence,” University of Pennsylvania,
African Studies Centre, available at http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/French 16178.html (accessed 18 August
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still maintain its world-power status, France’s only best option was the introduction of
decolonisation reforms.'%* France did just that in 1956.

Guy Mollet, the new French Socialist Premier, promised several constitutional reforms. He
tasked his Minister for Overseas France, Gaston Defferre, to draft constitutional and
administrative reforms for the overseas territories. As a result, the loi cadre or enabling law
(Overseas Reform Act) passed on 23 June 1956, taking full effect in sub-Saharan Africa on 4
April 1957165

The loi cadre aimed to “lead to a substantial degree of internal autonomy by way of universal
franchise, elected councils,” which resulted in the Ivoirisation of public services. Due to this
law, the French government abolished the policy of integration or assimilation, and replaced
it with a freer federation in which all territories including Cote d’Ivoire could organise their
own political affairs. They also gained power to strengthen and expand their participation in
determining social, economic and cultural objectives, while remaining associated with France
the colonial master.1%®

In addition, the Governor-General’s power decreased, although he continued to preside over
the colonies, as executive powers were invested in a cabinet selected by the territorial
assembly. The loi cadre provided a clear indication that France was moving toward
‘decolonisation.” For the first time in the colonisation history, members elected by ‘universal
suffrage’ ran the administration. In addition, due to the loi cadre the principle of territorial
autonomy was ultimately acknowledged, clearing the air for independence. Reforms such as

the abolition of many inequalities in voting, the creation of the posts of African councillors of

164 The Mollet government included Gaston Defferre as Minister for overseas territories.
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government who later became ‘Ministers’ and the extension of powers to the existing
territorial assembly became a step in the right direction for independence.®’

However, the introduction of the loi cadre was deliberately extra-constitutional, allowing
France to strategically position itself for a long-term in sub-Saharan Africa, including Céte
d’Ivoire, after decolonisation. While France accorded certain powers to some loyal local
leaders who were newly elected by their territorial constituents in areas such as civil service,
education, health and economic development, it successfully maintained control over certain
key policy areas such as defence, foreign affairs, the currency, higher education, international
communications, and the media.®®

In 1958, when de Gaulle, who presented himself as [’homme d’Afrique, de Gaulle ‘the
African’, returned to office, he proposed a referendum over constitutional reform, a
significant move for the overseas territories. In fact, prior to the referendum, de Gaulle
declared during his African trip that the territories could freely indicate their intention to
claim independence or remain colonised.!®® A ‘yes’ vote would mean they wanted to
maintain their structural relations with France and continue to be part of ‘the French
community.” A ‘no’ vote would mean they intended to obtain an immediate independence. It
IS important to point out that in 1958, given the colonies’ political weakness and economic

vulnerability, the French colonial government had ever confidence that its colonies would

167 Alexander Keese 2007, “First lessons of neo-colonialism: Personalisation of relations between African
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remain part of the French community. Ivorian nationalist leaders who ‘adored de Gaulle’ got
into the rule in, rule out game.1’

What this really meant for Cote d’Ivoire was that the first choice was autonomy within the
Franco-African community in which France was supposed to retain full control of the
economy. The second option was independence, which was a polite way of excluding them
from the Franco-African community. Independence would cause an immediate end to French
aid, requiring Cote d’Ivoire to look elsewhere for support. The territory overwhelmingly
voted ‘no.” The elites remained content with their status and opted for increased territorial
autonomy within the French community through the PDCI-RDA, instead of immediate
independence. Therefore, they remained in the French empire, but the elites made a demand
for future independence, joined their struggle for freedom and democracy, believing in their
strength. 1"

Following the loi cadre, which transferred a number of powers from Paris to territorial
elected governments of colonies from the Federation of French Western Africa, the colony of
Cote d’Ivoire was proclaimed Republic of Cote d’Ivoire on 4 December, 1958. Eventually,
Cote d’Ivoire became an independent sovereign state on 7 August, 1960.172

However, the new nation did not experience a strong win-win outcome.!™ With the
implementation of loi cadre, Ivorians became entitled to a substantial degree of territorial
autonomy, via the elites’ political struggle for independence. Nevertheless, right from the
outset all didn’t go well for Céte d’Ivoire.1™
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According to Overseas Minister Gaston Defferre, the loi cadre’s main objective was to avoid
bloodshed.!”® In 1994, at his last Franco-African conference in Biarritz, former President
Francois Mitterrand clearly indicated that France and its African partners had ‘peacefully
managed’ the decolonisation process of sub-Saharan Africa including Cote d’Ivoire. Then he
went on to explain how both France and its partners were able to overcome obstacles
throughout the process. This clearly illustrated that strong international leadership and
political will were essential to reach their goal.1’® Other French powerbrokers and politicians
who believed that France had successfully managed decolonisation echoed Mitterrand’s
views. From their perspective, France granted independence to Cote d’Ivoire without war or
continued violence, and it was largely an orderly and peaceful process.t’’

One can argue a more fundamental problem, though, resides in the fact that France managed
to retain its presence and influence in Cote d’Ivoire. The loi cadre enabled France the
colonial master to pursue its own national interest, rather than pursuing the common interest.
Due to the loi cadre, France could detach itself from its ‘civilisation mission,” distancing
itself from its so-called ‘colonial responsibility.” Therefore, the loi cadre contributed to the
French long-term presence in Black Africa including Cote d’Ivoire. Although the term
‘civilising mission’ was replaced by partnership for the development of former colonies

including Céte d’Ivoire, the process was inherently unequal.'’®

175 Alexander Keese 2007, “First lessons of neo-colonialism: Personalisation of relations between African
politicians and French officials in sub-Saharan Africa 1956-66,” The Journal of imperial and commonwealth
history, Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 593-693. Mitterrand was also a former Minister of overseas France in the 1950s and
a former colonial official.

176Jeune Afrique Economie 1994, p. 29.

17 Tony Chafer, 2001, “French African policy in historical perspective,” Journal of Contemporary African
Studies, vol. 19, no 2, pp. 165-182, DOI:

10.1080/02589000120066443.
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Studies, vol. 19, no 2, pp. 165-182, DOI:
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The Colonial Legacy

According to Joy Alemazung, the colonial legacy describes a combination of political and
cultural structures, including a broad range of policies inherited by African founding fathers
or whatever was left by the colonial masters, which are still affecting African states and
politics.!™®

Some of these legacies include neo-patrimonialism, clientelism, neo-colonialism,
authoritarianism and so on. Eisenstadt (1973) first introduced the concept of neo-
patrimonialism by making a distinction between patrimonialism in traditional and modern
contexts. Initially, patrimonialism was not about corruption or a weak state, but it was
fundamentally about power and a form of ‘social capital’ relevant to a certain stage of
development. Now, personal rule, authoritarian rule, corruption as well as other related issues
including weak state or state failure are often linked to the concept of neo-patrimonialism. It
is said that neo-patrimonialism will likely “reduce voice and accountability, weaken
government effectiveness and regulatory control, undermine the control of corruption, dilute
the rule of law and compromise political stability.”&

Scholars such as Alexander Keese have defined French neo-colonialism as “the social history
of the relations between Francophile African elites and French policy decision-makers in
African policy.” Critics frequently perceived it as a form of manipulation that excludes
ordinary African citizens from decision-making, urging neo-colonialists to put an end to all

forms of neo-colonialism.8!

179 Joy Asongazoh Alemazung 2010, The Journal of Pan African Studies, vol.3, no.10, September 2010

180 In Thandika Mkandawire 2011, “Neopatrimonialism and economic performance in Africa: critical
reflections,” London School of Economics.

181 Alexander Keese 2007, “First lessons of neo-colonialism: Personalisation of relations between African
politicians and French officials in sub-Saharan Africa 1956-66,” The Journal of imperial and commonwealth
history, Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 593-693.
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Chistopher Clapham has described clientelism as “a relation of exchange between
unequals.”*8 While Alex Thomson described it as “a form of political contract.”*® Since
personal rulers rely on the distribution of state resources in order to gain legitimacy, there are
rewards for clients who support them to reach their goals. These rewards, often cash-for-
favours, are distributed through the system of clientelism.

According to Juan Linz, “authoritarian regimes are political systems with limited, not
responsible political pluralism without neither intensive nor extensive political mobilisation,
and in which a leader or a small group exercises power, within formally ill-defined limits but
actually predictable ones.”*8* Similarly, Samuel Huntington has indicated that “authoritarian
regimes are characterised by a single leader or small group of leaders with either no party or a
weak party, little mass mobilisation, and limited pluralism.”

As April Gordon and Donald Gordon wrote, “Whenever and wherever colonial rule was
established, it was essentially a paternalistic, bureaucratic dictatorship.”*8® Based upon his
controversial approach to leadership, Governor Angoulvand helped to insure a tradition of
civilian authoritarian regime in Cote d’Ivoire that went unchecked for many years because of
the conditions he created. The colonial state that was born and developed under Angoulvand
became more and more repressive over the years.'8’

In the late 19" century, Europeans created artificial boundaries for the new states through
multiple bilateral treaties, cutting ethnic and topographic lines as well as dividing tribes and
loyalties. The borders resulted from compromise between Europeans based upon the principle
182 Quoted in Alex Thomson, 2004, An introduction to African politics, 2" edition, Routledge, London, pp. 119.

183 Alex Thomson, 2004 An introduction to African politics, 2™ edition, Routledge, London, p. 119.

184 Quoted in Nathasha Ezrow and Erica Frantz 2011, Dictators and Dictatorships Understanding authoritarian
regimes and their leaders, The Continuun International Publishing Group, New York, p.2

185 Quoted in Nathasha Ezrow and Erica Frantz 2011, Dictators and Dictatorships Understanding authoritarian
regimes and their leaders, The Continuun International Publishing Group,New York, p.2

18 April Gordon and Donald Gordon 2001, Understanding Contemporary Africa, (3 ed), Lynne Rienner
Publishers, London, p. 48.

187 Owen Write 2007, “Drunken States: Temperance and French Rule in Cote d’Ivoire 1908-1916,” Journal of
Social History, 40.3 (Spring 2007), p. 663.
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of territorial compensations. It can be argued that as a consequence, it impacted the relations
among African neighbours and increased tensions at the community level where social
relations remained fragile. In the process, Europeans had divided African ethnic groups and
ancient kingdoms. Today, decolonised Africa remains dependent on those artificial
borders.!88

The French tradition of centralisation created a strong imprint of colonial power. It provided
a degree of national cohesion through its administrative networks to created artificial states.
Like all colonial powers, the French created arbitrary boundaries and powers unaccountable
to the indigenous people in Céte d’Ivoire, who suffered major impacts. For example, the
Akan ethnic group in West Africa was divided due to arbitrary boundaries settlement with the
United Kingdom. One group stayed in Ghana while the other was forced to migrate to Cote
d’Ivoire.'®

As Alex Thomson indicated, state boundaries cause problems, because when they were
delineated, they “rarely matched existing pre-colonial political, social or economic
divisions.” The main objective of the French colonial power was only to reflect the short-
term strategic and economic interests of France. Consequently, the arbitrary borders have
created long-term problems for Cote d’Ivoire. %

Expert observers of financial markets agree that France’s substantial contributions to the
monetary system remain one of its most valuable legacies for its former colonies. In their

view, the various currencies in the franc zone constitute single exchangeable money at fixed

parity enjoying the backing of a common reserve held by the French treasury. %

188 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 93.

189 Carlene J. Edie 2003, Politics in Africa A New Beginning? Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, Melbourne, p. 49.
190 1n Carlene J. Edie 2003, Politics in Africa A New Beginning? Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, Melbourne, p.
50.

11 This view also held by The Economist in 1982. In Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa
National Defense University Press Publications, Washington, DC, pp. 110-111.
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Many francophone countries including Cote d’Ivoire have been using the monetary unit
(CFA) since 1945. From the outset, one institut d’émission was created for the AOF in order
to issue and control the money, led by the Bank of France and the French treasury. An
operation account was opened for the region. In 1959, taking into account the political, social
and economic changes that occurred in the region due to the move from overseas territories to
autonomous republics, the institut d’émission was upgraded to a regional bank, called Banque
Centrale des Etats de I'Afrique de [’Ouest (BCEAQ) but the central banking function for this
institution was essentially limited.1%2

Today, this operation account continues to play the role of a central mechanism system; all
CFA financial transactions must pass through it. In addition, despite ‘full sovereignty’ in
1960, this operation account based at the French treasury in Paris remains the repository of all
French West African franc zone foreign exchange reserves, guaranteeing the unlimited
convertibility of the CFA into the Euro (formerly the French franc). For most foreigners,
these monetary arrangements constitute the most valuable aspect of the French colonial
legacy for West Africa.1®

The current state of almost all French West African countries is essentially determined by the
history of their occupation. In the case of Céte d’Ivoire, colonisation processes such as the
‘colonial direct rule’ was cleverly used to control everything from administration, to
economic, to culture. French colonisation’s objective was to make the Ivorian a Black French
through the politics of domination and assimilation. These politics left a permanent mark on

the minds of the colonised.

192 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, pp. 110-127.

193 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 11.
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Conclusion

This chapter has outlined Cote d’Ivoire’s pre-colonial history and France’s acquisition and
administration of one of its West African colonies. It has argued that France justified its
colonisation of Cote d’Ivoire by its desire to civilise its people whom it saw as uncivilised. It
has also traced CoOte d’Ivoire’s path to independence. Drawing upon the background, this
chapter has examined the impact of colonial legacy and argued that despite the nation being
independent since 1960, Cote d’Ivoire is still dealing with the colonial legacy such as
arbitrary boundaries.

The small nation of Portugal led the way for Europeans to Cote d’Ivoire, but did not create a
colonial settlement. Throughout the latter part of the 15" century and at the beginning of the
16™ century, the French started to establish their presence in Cote d’Ivoire, creating trade in
the land thought to have fabulous riches.

The European “scramble for Africa” began when European colonial powers agreed on the
rules of the colonial game at the Berlin conference in 1885. During the 19" and 20"
centuries, France acquired a vast empire in Cote d’Ivoire which expanded rapidly as the
colonial masters made dirty deals with local chiefs. In the process, however, locals and
members of the Islamic empires who were opposed to the French colonial empire resisted and
faced terrible punishments for resistance. Some organised revolts. Wars were fought. Many
people were murdered, but resistance continued.

By 1956, France lost Indochina as a colony and became involved in the bloody war in
Algeria. However, France was keen to carry on its influence over its former colonies, in
particular in Sub-Saharan Africa, including Coéte d’Ivoire. With nationalism gathering force
through the PDCI and moves for independence strengthening, France created the loi cadre
(Overseas Reform Act) 1956, under which a number of powers were transferred from Paris to

elected territorial governments in French West Africa including Cote d’Ivoire. However, the
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French empire did everything it could to maintain its influence and dominance over Cote
d’Ivoire. It took Cote d’Ivoire much longer before it achieved its freedom in 1960. Indeed,
they got it, but under very strict conditions.%

In 1960, France finally granted independence to Cote d’Ivoire but intended to retain
influence. Through a series of deals signed with this newly independent nation, based upon
close relations formed during the colonial era, France successfully managed to preserve its
strong position in Cote d’Ivoire for decades. However, as the next chapter will demonstrate,
Cote d’Ivoire’s history is also closely linked to its first post-independence President

Houphougt.1%

19 Tom Sypes’ report “The fairground of Abidjan, a nation within a hotel” NewAfrican 19 December 2013
available at
http://www.newafricanmagazine.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=1160&Itemid=
697 (accessed 15 April 2014).

195 William Tordoff 2002, Government and Politics in Africa (4"ed), Indiana University Press, p. 2.
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CHAPTER 3: HISTORY AND LIFE OF HOUPHOUET

This chapter traces the life and history of Félix Houphouét-Boigny, introducing the concept
of the ‘Big Man,” and discussing its associated characteristics of patrimonialism,
neopatrimonialism, clientelism, patronage, nepotism and corruption. Houphouét-Boigny’s
political actions were influenced by the Baoulé Akoué tradition since he became a traditional
chief throughout his presidency. In 1944, Cote d’Ivoire discovered Houphouét the young
Baoulé with his drawling and twangy voice. Despite being an excellent African doctor, he
was an ordinary young man, frail and rather reserved. At the beginning, Houphouét did not
appear to be capable of being a leader. Therefore, when he emerged into the Ivorian political
environment, only a few people were determined to fully endorse him. As a politician,
however, he surprised his supporters through his deeds, and they elevated him as the “King of
Cote d’Ivoire.”?

In the 1980s, Balla Kéita, a Minister in the Houphouét government, ended his speeches by
telling audiences, “long live Nana Houphouét-Boigny.” In general, in the Akan tradition and
in the Baoulé tradition in particular (Houphouét’s ethnic group), Nana is a royal title.
Apparently, Houphouét felt comfortable with the way his Minister used these words; he
certainly never complained.

This chapter examines the leadership of the first President and his early attempt to stay in
power, as well as the kind of resources and network he was able to mobilise in order to
underpin his leadership. The end of the colonial repression marked the beginning of the
tactical management of Houphouét, the leader of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain,
African Democratic Rally (RDA). The tactical management was already perceptible during
the creation of this political movement in 1944. From that period until his death, Houphouét

dominated Ivorian politics, some say with some ‘dexterity.” The ultimate aim of Houphouét

L Grah Mel 2010 I’Epreuve du pouvoir, p. 221.
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was to be in total control of Cote d’Ivoire in order to put into practice his vision through the
single-party. For example, fear of losing power prompted Houphouét’s forces to silence with
violence the Agny of Sanwi, an Akan ethnic group from the South East of Cote d’Ivoire
when they claimed self-determination in 1962, 66 and 69. In 1969, the Guébié (Centre-West)
were oppressed by the military when they revolted.?

The Family and Tradition

Félix Houphouét-Boigny, or Djaha Houphouét which is his original name (often shortened to
Dia), was probably born on 18 October, 1905 in Yamoussoukro after two sisters; however
accurate dates of birth were rare during the French colonial period.® Houphouét’s father was
simply called Kimou by Houphouét himself, Adwa Kimou or finally N’Doua N’San Kimou.*
For some Houphouét’s father was from Burkina Faso or Mali, meaning ‘non-Ivorian.’® His
mother, Kimou N’Dri Kan, died while at an early age. The two older sisters were Faitai
Houphouét (died 1998) and Marie-Thérese Adjoua Houphouét or Adjoua Il (died in 1986).
They worked, however discreetly, as Houphouét’s influential Advisors during his career. He
also had a younger brother called Kplé Augustin Dia Houphouét who died in 1938. However,
for Houphouét and as it is common in the Akan tradition, the words “aunt” and “cousin” did
not exist; he called his aunts “mothers” while cousins were “brothers” or “sisters.” He
explained himself that “in our tradition, aunts are mothers and cousins are brothers or

sisters.”® This probably explains why, when Houphouét created the RDA in 1946 in Mali; his

2 René Otayek 1999, “Afrique: Les identités contre la démocratie,” Cahier des Science Humaines, Nouvelle
série, Numéro 10, Editions de I’Aube, (IRD) Institut de Recherche pour le Développement, Ex-Orstom

3 Frédéric Grah Mel argued that Houphouét’s date of birth was uncertain. He went on to say further that it was
something hard to prove, it was just estimation or a hypothesis. See Grah Mel, Le fulgurant destin d’une jeune
proie, pp. 57-61. “In the past, people don’t have an age. This was attributed to them. Generally, for people who
were not tall, the age that was given to them was nowhere near the real age,” explains one Respondent. “People
look at them, and then they count their teeth to determine the age,” explains another. Interview with Respondent
“S” Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 29 June 2012; Interview with Respondent “T” Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire 29 June 2012.

4 Grah Mel 2003, p. 36; Paul-Henri Sirex Félix Houphouét-Boigny I’homme de la paix, p. 13; Charles Nokan,
“Félix Houphouét-Boigny (1898-1993) et son ghé” in Le Jour no. 11341 2 18 November 1998, p. 2.

5 Bernard Doza, Liberté confisquée, p. 19.

6 Rapport Damas, tome 1, p.13. In Grah Mel 2003, p. 39.
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cousin Djénéba was at his side, promoting the movement. She was introduced as
“Houphouét’s sister.””

Some claimed ‘Houphouét’ was a nickname meaning balayure a jeter, sweeping that should
be thrown.® Others claimed a combination of ‘Dia Houphouét’ meant ‘diviner-healer.” ‘Dia’
IS a name given to a child after a succession of deaths in the family, but ‘Houphouét’ means
“one who must sweep away lingering evil spirits.” In 1946, Houphouét added ‘boigny a
family symbol meaning ram to his name. When he turned eleven Houphouét converted to
Christianity and assumed the name Félix.®

According to the Baoulé Akoué tradition, a male baby born after two females was considered
to be a ki’'ndo, ‘sorcerer’ or one who casts evil spells within his family. In most cases, the
specific male child was supposed to be killed by the Baoulé Akoué.' It is important to note
that many considered Houphouét fortunate to have escaped the death sentence simply for
being a ki 'ndo. Actually, the term ki’ndo can refer to anyone born after two consecutive boys
or girls and the Baoulé Akoué believed the child would bring bad luck into the tribe. Thus, a
girl who was born after two boys could suffer the same ordeal. !

The Formation

Houphouét received a standard boy’s village education based on the African education
principles of respect for elders, solidarity, fraternity and general background. In particular,

Houphouét acquired a vast knowledge of the Akan customs, enabling him to be more

" Grah Mel 2003, p. 38.

8 Paul-Henri Sirex, Félix Houphouét-Boigny, homme de la paix, p. 14. In Grah Mel 2003, p. 41.

® Houphouét explained why he converted to Christianity in the Dakar newspaper Clarté No. 75, 4 January 1946.
See Inamdi Elleh 2002, Architecture and Power in Africa, Greenwood Publishing Group, pp. 62-63.

10 In Carrol Coates 2007, A Fictive History of Céte d’Ivoire: Kourouma and “Fouphouai,” Research in African
Literatures, 38.2, (Summer 2007), Indiana University Press, p. 124.

11 The Baoulé Akoué (Akan) society is a matrilineal society, in which women have a right to the lineage lands
and exercise great power over social activities.
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practical in his political career. Further, the future Ivorian President also attended tertiary
schools of the AOF general government.*2

As a Prince from his mother’s lineage, Houphouét was not supposed to attend the white
man’s school program because at that time, children from the royal family were considered
‘too noble’ to face any capricious master, even a white one. Houphouét attended the white
man’s school only because three slaves of his family ran away from school, and lieutenant
Bouét, who was at that time the Commander of Bo-nzin (often wrongly spelled Bonzi)
military base, asked his uncle to send him to school. Since his childhood, Houphouét had a
connection with the traditional milieu and went to primary school in B6-nzin, in the cercle of
Baoulé-south where he spent five years. At the age of five, he inherited his maternal Uncle
Kouassi N’Goh'’s position in 1940 as Chef de Canton, French Administrator. Though he was
not able to assume the role until much later, it provided his initiation to power.'® After
obtaining a primary school certificate, Houphouét was admitted at the Groupe Scholaire
Central of Bingerville in 1915 where he spent three years.'*

Houphouét flourished at an elite high school in Bingerville in Céte d’Ivoire. The day of his
embarkation for Sénégal, Houphouét led a group of Ivorian students protesting unfair
treatment compared with their fellow students from Dahomey. While lvorian students were
segregated and spent the night in the tween deck, comfortable accommodations were
available for students from Dahomey. Houphouét won his segregation case and successfully

managed to convince Bingerville’s Governor Binger, demonstrating courage and an early

12 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

13 Nnamdi Elleh, Architecture and Power in Africa, Greenwood Publishing Group, p. 63.

14 «présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014) (Translated for this thesis by Jean-Claude
Meledje, 20124).
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form of eloquence. In 1918, Houphouét attended William Ponty and specialised with the
medical and pharmacy school of Dakar.*®

As he was studious and brilliant, Houphouét came first among thirteen junior Doctors on his
graduation, with results being published in the official AOF newspaper in 1925. His time in
Sénégal allowed Houphouét to discover and observe numerous socio-political protests against
the French colonial empire and to attend political meetings, media campaigns, and public
speeches. However, he did not break onto the Ivorian political scene as soon as he returned.
Rather, he moved from medical and social action to political action as his professional career
took him across remote areas in Cote d’Ivoire.®

The African Doctor

On 13 November, 1925, Houphouét started his career as a young auxiliary medical Doctor,
the official title of the AOF Doctors at the central hospital of Plateau, Abidjan where he
worked until April 1927. This was the highest level available to ‘native Ivorians.” His
supervisor’s reports indicated his promising future as a practitioner. For example, on 7
October, 1926 Dr. Louis Bouffard, Head of Coéte d’Ivoire health service described him as:
“an excellent team player who, ever since he began working in Abidjan, showed good
professional qualities, and had a great future if he continued with the spirit.”’'’ A year later
Dr. Major Henri, also Head of health service gave the following appreciation: “Houphouét a

third class auxiliary Doctor possesses excellent technical skills” and considered him as a

hardworking man with a sense of duty, fairness, realism and fidelity to principles.8

15 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,”” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

16 «présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,”Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

17 Cited by Emile Kei Boguinard, Félix Houphouét-Boigny un médecin competent. In Grah Mel, Le fulgurant
destin d’une proie, p. 116. (Translated for this thesis by Jean-Claude Meledje 2012).

18“présentation de Houphouét-Boigny”, Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014) (Translated for this thesis by Jean-Claude
Meledje, 20124).
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By 1927, Houphouét’s involvement with the African workers union became an issue for his
supervisors, and they transferred him to the outskirts of Guiglo in the west of the country. In
Guiglo, the young Doctor worked hard and was readily adopted by the local community. His
time in Guiglo made such an impression on Houphouét that he later wrote: “In Guiglo I learnt
that to live is to give yourself.”®

On 17 September, 1929, the young Doctor took up a posting in Abengourou in the east of the
country and considered joining the priesthood due to a lack of female company. However, he
soon fell in love with the beautiful Ivorian-Senegalese Princess Kady Sow, the niece of the
King of Abengourou and the daughter of a Muslim Senegalese businessman.?’ Their
courtship was not all smooth sailing. As was often the case at the time, the Agny father
refused to allow his daughter to marry a “Baoulé Gban-Gban.”?! Secondly, there was the
‘anachronism of marriage” between the Christian Félix Houphouét-Boigny and the Muslim
Kady Racine Sow. Despite the hurdles of interfaith union, Houphouét and Kady married in
1930 in Abengourou and he flourished as a young professional practitioner in Abengourou. In
1952, Houphouét married his second wife Marie-Thérese Brou from the royal Baoulé village
of Sakassou.??

As a young Doctor, Houphouét lived a highly regimented life and was almost an ascetic
figure by denying himself certain pleasures such as dance, alcohol and smoking, practising to
master his passions and subjecting himself to his own rule. After all, his aim was to be a self-
monitor, before monitoring others in the future. Later on in his public life, when promoting
the formation of the lvorian elites and Scientists were needed, Houphouét asked Ivorians not

19 Grah Mel, Le fulgurant destin d’une proie, pp. 101-138. (Translated for this thesis by Jean-Claude Meledje
2012).

20 Jean-Francois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram, 1993),
p. 158.

21 See Grah Mel 2003, pp. 122-135. As Grah Mel states, Ivorians know well that people from the Baoulé ethnic
group that Houphouét belonged to and people from the Agny ethnic group never get on well traditionally. Hence
a marriage between the two groups has always been problematic.

22 See Grah Mel 2003, pp 122-135. However, Houphouét was not getting good treatment from the locals, calling
him names like “yam eater.” Leaving Abengourou became a “necessity.”
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to stop dancing, but rather to concentrate on science and technology. Some may point out that
it was in Abengourou that Houphouét became politically oriented, a region that produced a
third of the national cocoa production and where brokers were ripping off local farmers.?®

In 1932, when cocoa price went down, Houphouét organised a protest regarding cocoa sale to
support distressed farmers. “I couldn’t remain indifferent because the life of the nation was in
danger and I was interested in my people” he had noted. Houphouét who had been a farmer
himself since 1925 published under a pseudonym in Le Trait d’union newspaper on 22
December, 1932 a vengeful article titled “on nous a trop volés” too many things have been
stolen from us.?*

Houphouét stated that farmers had created important plantations and the produce was able to
secure their well-being. In order to justify their speculations certain people had cynically
affirmed that they earned enough to cover their basic needs. However, Houphouét argued the
conditions under which these farmers lived were not satisfactory and they had houses to
build, families to support and children to raise, while their only resources were the products
of their plantations.?® Soon, the French colonial administration discovered the real identity of
the article’s author, and temporary Governor Joseph Gourgine transferred Houphouét to
Dimbokro, south, on 3 February, 1934.%

According to a report written on 6 September, 1936 at Dimbokro, Houphouét was
unanimously valued as a professional who accomplished: considerable work in the context of
social medicine. Moreover, the number of his consultations grew significantly; his

unwavering dedication contributed significantly to the well-being of his people and he proved

2 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,”” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

24 «présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

%5 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

% “presentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).
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his ability to financially support the disinherited and all kind of victims.?” Houphouét’s last
posting was Toumodi, south, a subdivision near his home village of Yamoussoukro where he
worked from 1936-1939. By 1938, the Head of his unit asked him to “choose between health
service and local politics,” requiring Houphouét to make a hard choice. From Dimbokro to
Toumodi where Houphouét carried on with his medical career in 1936, the Doctor was in a
dilemma between his professional career and the management of the family farming business
as well as being a Chef de Canton.?

Following the death of his younger brother Augustin Houphouét in 1938, Houphouét
resigned from his profession as a Doctor to become head of his family. Houphouét managed
to establish and maintain social cohesion and solidarity even within his extended family.?° He
became a Chef de Canton, a local Administrative Chief, effectively a local Tax Collector on
21 December, 1938. Augustin had been Chef de Canton since 20 August, 1933, when his
step-father died he deferred the post of chief to Augustin. Félix Houphouét later explained his
decision in his first memoir: “I was forced,” Houphouét pointed out, “to resign from the
public service and abandon my career as a Doctor that | loved so much: you cannot be a
Canton Chief, Doctor, and Farmer at the same time.”*° In his letter of resignation addressed
to the Governor-General of AOF he indicated that after consultation with dignitaries and
Tribal Chiefs of the area where he was born, he decided to succeed his beloved late brother
Augustin.®* By doing so, Houphouét took into account the Akan tradition which states that,
when you are chosen by the rural council to be a Chief, which is inspired by the ancestors,

you do not reject the offer.

27 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

28 “présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

29 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

30 Grah Mel, Le fulgurant destin d’une jeune proie, p.149, (Translated for this thesis by Jean-Claude Meledje
2012).

31 «“présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).
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After the approval of order No. 1898 of 8 June 1939 by the AOF Governor-General Mondo,
Houphouét officially resigned as first class auxiliary Doctor to become Chef de Canton of the
Akoue people. However, apart from his official role as Chef de Canton, during six years at
the chefferie cantonale, Houphouét also engaged in improving the life style of his people,
promoting basic hygiene notions, and contributed to achieving better housing. Houphouét
also gave some examples by developing productivity on plantations.®2
The President of the African Agricultural Union
As a Planter, Houphouét became concerned about the worker shortage that was already
noticeable in 1925. A law promulgated in 1943 only allowed European Planters to have
access to the work force. Faced with this situation, some African Planters were exiled to Gold
Coast.®® Prior to entering mainstream politics, Houphouét contributed in forming the Syndicat
Agricole Africain (SAA) African Agricultural Union on 3 September, 1944.34 1t is also worth
noting that he “advocated for African unity regardless of their ideology, religion, origin and
social status” because he believed it was essential to combat colonialism.®® In 1945 he
stressed:

I come from all milieux and all corporations. |1 am chief of the canton, ex-

civil servant, farmer, transporter, the ‘uncle’ of traders or employees of

32 «“Présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

33 Pierre Nandjui 1995, Houphouét-Boigny, L’Homme de la France en Afrique, L’Harmattan, Paris, p. 26.

3 SAA’s main goal was to end forced labour; See also Richard Banegas, “Cote d’Ivoire: Une guerre de la
seconde indépendance? Refonder la coopération francaise sur les brisées du legs colonial,” FASOPO, Fonds
d’Analyse des Sociétés Politiques, Parisa, (n.d.), pp. 197-251, available at
http://www.fasopo.org/publications/legscolonial?2_rib_1206.pdf (accessed 5 October 2013); Frederick Copper
2002, Africa Since 1940: The past and The Present, Cambridge University Press, p. 45; Grah Mel 2003,
pp.219-231.

3 Frédéric Grah Mel, Félix Houphouét-Boigny le fulgurant destin d’une jeune proie, 2003, p.485.
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traders. [...] I will conscientiously and courageously serve in everybody’s

interest, and in the general interest.*
There was a large number of older, well-established and fortunate Planters in Cote d’Ivoire.
Some had participated in the Ivorian Planter Syndicate since 1939 including European and
African Planters. Others were members of the Chamber of Agriculture or Chamber of
Commerce.®” Houphouét had been chosen to head the SAA, and the experience he had gained
as a traditional leader prepared him to assume greater responsibilities and to make more
contributions in the future.®® According to Houphouét, given his dual capacity as a literate
and the son of a chief he was accepted by the civilised elite and the traditional elite. For
Joseph Anoma one of the founders of the SAA, Houphouét’s nomination as President of the
union was approved unanimously by the members. Despite being the youngest he was the
most ‘dynamic’ Individual.*®
Indeed, both dynamism and pugnacity was required for the presidency in order to deal with
European farmers and also ensure the triumph of the ideals of African farmers. During his
time as the Head of SAA from 1944 to 1947, not only did Houphouét implement the
syndicate in the country but also inspired his people to rebel against the colonial regime.
Through his action, African Planters were entitled to work force and were not constrained to
work in European plantations. Prior to these reforms, Houphouét who was guided by his
desire to serve his people said, “This is why we were obliged to act; we could not just stand

by and watch helplessly the ruin of farmers.”*

3 Jean-Francois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram, 1993),
p. 183; Frederick Copper 2002, Africa Since 1940: The past and The Present, Cambridge University Press, p.
45.

37 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.

38 Pierre Nandjui 1995, Houphouét-Boigny, L’Homme de la France en Afrique, L’Harmattan, Paris, p. 26.

39 «“présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

40 Inter Afrique Presse, no. 344, 14 December 1965, p. 5.
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As it is evident from this historical review, Houphouét was not only determined to represent
the interests of his colleagues but also the whole population of Cbte d’Ivoire territory.
However, as the President of SAA, he achieved his biggest triumph with the abolition of
forced labour, a fundamental instrument of colonial exploitation, through the Houphouét-
Boigny law which was passed without debate on 5 April 1946. The French government
promulgated the law on 11 April the same year.*

Houphouét’s Political Debut

From unionist, Houphouét made his political debut with the formation of the PDCI on 9
April, 1946 (étoile du sud) in Abidjan. The PDCI emerged from the SAA, which provided
financial and material resources as well as structural organisation. As founder of the PDCI,
Houphouét was the federator of Ivorian patriots and non Ivorians (Africans). The PDCI was a
party authentically African and anti-colonialist. At the beginning, the PDCI was a party open
to all classes and nationalities.

Shortly after the defeat of the draft Constitution for the constituent assembly, African leaders
called a conference in Bamako to form a united front and develop an anti-colonial strategy.
As a result of the Bamako Conference, Houphouét created the first and most successful
francophone political party, the Rassemblememt Démocratique Africain (RDA) on October
1946.42 By 18 October, 1946, Houphouét became the uncontested leader of the RDA. The
movement had proposed bold and innovative measures, concrete and precise objectives. This
included, among others, restitution of abandoned or coincided domains to local and regional
authorities, free trade and fiscal reforms at the economic level. At the social level, there was a
push to develop education, introduce free medical care, health social insurance and family

allowance payment. Having the RDA as a powerful political instrument, Houphouét was

41 Jean-Noél Loucou 1992, “Félix Houphouét-Boigny, un Destin,” Fraternité Matin No 8410, pp.7-15.
42 Francis Terry McNamara 1989, France in Black Africa National Defense University Press Publications,
Washington, DC, p. 62.
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aiming to emancipate the territories. Most territories had made reference to Houphouét’s
PDCI as a model for RDA. The PDCI was a combination of Marxist models in terms of
organisation and French models in terms of administration.*®

The two constitutional conventions held respectively in 1946 and 1947 triggered the
beginning of African political organisations. For example, at the constituent assembly level,
African representatives began informally to coordinate their activities through the Bloc
Africain or caucus. While ambitious African members such as Léopold Senghor the leader of
Sénégal joined the Socialist Party, in his youth, Houphouét attended several communist
meetings organised by the Mouvement Unique de la Renaissance Francaise, another French
political party which was affiliated to French Communist party (PCF). He eventually joined
the PCF.

The practical sense of management that Houphouét acquired through his Akan customs
allowed him to convince African MPs from palais Bourbon to member themselves with the
three major parties including the Socialist Party and the Communist Party. On that
Houphouét had stressed: “I asked my colleagues to put their names down in the list of these
political formations. | was alone. What should 1 do? No one was on the Communist Party
list.”** The explanation given by Houphouét about why he joined the PCF showed his sense
of practicality from the Akan tradition.

One could also argue that the PCF and the RDA were linked at the parliamentary level. Given
their small number, elected African parliamentarians could not form a parliamentary block.
Therefore, they were required to join the communist groups for the efficacy of their
parliamentary actions. However, the two allies had different objectives. While the RDA was

against the class struggle and wanted a vast anti-colonial coalition including all classes, the

43 “Présentation de Houphouét-Boigny,” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

4 Témoignage du Président Houphouét lors du Colloque International sur le 40" anniversaire du PDCI, du 18
au 25 Octobre 1986 a Yamoussoukro Tomme |1 p. 10.
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PCF a French Marxist party struggled for social revolution in France, but it did not advocate
or support the principles of independence for the colonised. Clearly, fundamental opposition
existed between the two allies in terms of their opinions, programs and objectives. Such an
opposition could only definitely cause the rupture. Houphouét distanced himself from the
Communists, known as the famous désapparentement on 18 October, 1950.*° Some claimed
he was advised by Frangois Mitterrand. Others claimed the désapparentement was a result of
Houphouét’s sense of practicality vis a vis facts. As Houphouét had repeatedly said, politics
was all about sound assessment of the realities. This explained why de Gaulle who was very
sparing of compliments had referred to Houphouét as a first-rate political mind.*®

However, between 1950 and 1952, a famous internal fight erupted between Houphouét and
his key lieutenants including Gabriel d’Arboussier, Secretary-General of RDA - and pro-
communist amid concerns over the désapparentement. He resigned on 7 July, 1950. In his
open letter addressed to Houphouét the RDA President, d’Arboussier who was based in
Dakar to practice law, wrote, “with you or without you... the RDA will survive, develop and
achieve its objective: the emancipation of Black Africa.” The RDA parliamentary group
reacted later to this polemic through a communiqué, announcing the definitive sacking of
d’Arboussier on 12 July, 1952 from the parliamentary group. Houphouét launched a personal
attack against d’Arboussier in the Afrique Noire newspaper, remarking that, since his rival
d’Arboussier was a Métis (mixed ancestry), perhaps he was not the right person to speak on

behalf of African popular masses. In 1957, both Houphouét and d’Arboussier transcended

4 At the end of his speech in 1947, some people in the audience though they just listened to the man who will
be the ‘Lenin of Africa.” Jacques Baulin argues that before going to Paris in 1945, Houphouét was already a
communist. Le désapparentement was when he quit the communist party. In Grah Mel 2003, pp. 460-465.

46 Félix Houphouét-Boigny 1978, Anthologie des discours 1946-1978, CEDA, Abidjan p. 15.
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politics and remained friends as d’Arbousssier reintegrated the senior management of the
RDA.%

It is important to point out that for Houphouét the RDA was initially a broad church and Cote
d’Ivoire was one family formed with people from different political opinions. Houphouét was
already seen as a giant of his time and he went on to symbolise and promote the culture of
peace and dialogue. However, his statement about the d’Arboussier saga was a threat to
national unity and a failure to inspire young people to get involved into public life.®
Although he had flirted with communism at the beginning, followed by the infamous, Le
désapparentement Houphouét later adopted a capitalist development model, as opposed to
Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, Sékou Touré of Guinea and Modibo Kéita of Mali who retained
communism. As a pro-West, anti-communist Minister of state in Charles de Gaulle’s
government, Houphouét never wanted early independence, compared with other African
leaders who were impatient for it. lronically, in 1958, he strongly campaigned against
decolonisation, arguing that the only way to achieve economic development was to get
France’s help. Therefore, for Houphouét, the longer the colonisation the better for Cote
d’Ivoire, as it would allow the nation to be well prepared for the future. That was not,
however, to argue that Houphouét was against independence, rather he believed it was
premature.

As Grah Mel stated, Houphouét understood the lack of resources. For example, Houphouét
considered that providing better training to the new lvorian elites, which required a lot of
time abroad, was the best way to prepare them to take over the nation-building process.*

Nonetheless, in 1950s, faced with the rise of communism and radical nationalism, Houphouét

47 Christian Roche 2001, Le Sénégal a la Conquéte de son Independence 1939-1960, Karthala Editions, pp. 125-
126.

48 Dele Ogunmola 2009, “Céte d’Ivoire: Building Peace Through a Federal Paragim” University of New
England, NSW Australia, Journal of Perspective Alternatives in the Social Sciences, Vol. 1, No.3, pp. 544-582.
49 Grah Mel 2010 a. p. 551.
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accepted independence from the colonial masters in 1960 when he became President of the
Republic of Cote d’Ivoire. On that, Houphouét had stressed, “I did not become a leader when
I became President of my country. I was born a leader.”*

Confronting Opponents

After independence from France on 7 August, 1960, Houphouét became the country’s first
President. Until the 1990 election, Houphouét was the sole candidate at every election held in
Cote d’Ivoire.>! His political party, the Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire was the only legal
political party until 1990. According to Ahipeaud, the sole political objective of Houphouét
was to make himself the absolute master of the Ivorian political system.*? Although from the
onset, Houphouét had symbolised the politique d’ouverture, an inclusive political process, he
suppressed all types of opponents under the firm grip of the one-party state through the PDCI.
Some painful events occurred under Houphouét’s leadership, such as the case of the future
Ivorian Prime Minister Elimane Seydou Diarra. As a General Manager of the Centre National
de la Mutualité et de la Coopération Agricole, (CNMCA), he was alleged on 23 January,
1963 to have spread the communist plague to farmers. Diarra was locked in the cold
basement of the presidential palace in Abidjan for fifteen days. In mid-February 1963 he was
transferred to Hotel La Plantation of Yamoussoukro, then to the sinister prison of Assabou
still in Yamoussoukro. He completed his sentence in Dimmokro in 1965. While Diarra was
never brought before a Judge or tried in a court, his arrest, different relocations and time in
Ivorian prisons were possible because of Houphouét. Diarra stressed that when one is accused
%0 Je ne suis pas devenu chef en accédant a la magistrature supréme de mon pays. Je suis né chef, Jeune Afrique,
Mai 1990. Cited in Dele Ogunmola 2009, “Coéte d’Ivoire: Building Peace Through a Federal Paragim”
University of New England, NSW Australia, Journal of Perspective Alternatives in the Social Sciences, Vol. 1,
No.3, pp. 544-582.

51 For clumsy techniques used by Houphouét to dissuade independent candidates and win elections, see Aristide
Zolberg, Creating political order, the party-states of West Africa, (Chicago: The University of Chicago, 1966)
Ezp,zr?i-p?eoaiud 2009, pp. 43-55; For an understanding of techniques used by governments to suppress oppositions,

see Aristide Zolberg, Creating political order, the party-states of West Africa, (Chicago: The University of
Chicago, 1966) pp. 77-78.
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and incarcerated without being presented before a Judge - or having the opportunity to be
represented by a lawyer, then definitely the torture that one goes through is certainly terrible,
but the one that an individual carries is permanent.>®

In order to install a French resident in his Kingdom, the King of Sanwi signed a protectorate
treaty with France on 4 July 1843. During a land dispute opposing the Agny and Ahotilé, the
Sanwi King asked the lvorian government to acknowledge the integrity of the Sanwi
Kingdom within the limits set by the treaty. Dissatisfied with the response, the Sanwi
authority directly contacted the French government, asking for their independence vis a vis
Cote d’Ivoire.>*

The Ivorian authority argued that this act constituted not only an act of defiance, but rather a
more serious threat and a danger to the territorial integrity of the young state. In brief, they
claimed, it was secession. They indicated that based on the Constitution at the time, it was
France’s exclusive responsibility to maintain order. So for the Ivorian authority, placed in its
proper context, France took the lead in the intervention to re-establish order and safeguard the
territorial integrity of Cote d’Ivoire.>®

Moreover, for the Ivorian authority, the case might as well had a different outcome, if in 1962
a Sanwi liberation movement based in Ghana did not attempt to make the issue an
international concern by attempting on several occasions - to raise the issue to the United
Nations and the Organisation for African Unity. After the fall of President Nkrumah of
Ghana, senior members of the movement who were delivered to Houphouét were

immediately freed. In Biafra (Nigeria) the Biafrans thought they would form a break-away

state which caused the Biafra conflict. Houphouét supported the idea. According to the

%3 Grah Mel 2010 a. I’Epreuve du pouvoir, pp. 205-206.

% Niamkey Koffi, “L’ Affaire Gnagbé Kragbé et du Sanwi” available at
http://www.leconservateur.net/leconservateur _1NKragbe.html (accessed 21 October 2014).
% Niamkey Koffi, “L’ Affaire Gnagbé Kragbé et du Sanwi’’ available at
http://www.leconservateur.net/leconservateur _1NKragbe.html (accessed 21 October 2014).
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Houphouét government, in 1969, as a pretext for Houphouét’s recognition of Biafra, the
Sanwi continued to push for independence. Detainees were released in 1970. In May 1981,
Houphouét who was against the Cote d’Ivoire partition had organised a reconciliation and
forgiveness metting in Yamoussoukrou. He had authorised the Sanwi people to enthrone their
new King.%
Houphouét also achieved greater control through his system of paternalism as one of his
characteristic political practices. During his meeting with the Sanwi people, the Kingdom
which had attempted to withdraw in 1959-1966 and 1969-1970 and subsequently suffered
repression and long term marginalisation, Houphouét said that:

I am certainly the happiest person amongst those gathered here this

morning, as | find myself amongst all my brothers and sisters of Aboisso. |

would like to reassure the whole population of Aboisso, and above all the

cadres. You must get rid of your guilty consciences. You have not betrayed

the country. [...] There are problems in even the most united of families.

You must understand what I am about to say: those who have left Cote

d’Ivoire to struggle for their own successes, slamming the door of the

communal house behind them, must know that | have never shut that door to

them. | am waiting for them inside the house. And they need make no effort

in order to be accepted back inside.®’
The Sanwi people reached an agreement with Houphouét and those who were in exile in
Ghana returned home in 1981. The kingdom was rewarded a ministerial post through the
nomination of Bernard Ehui Koutoua as a Minister for industry on 10 July, 1986. As Grah

Mel reminds us, during the PDCI congress in 1980, Houphouét’s trusted lieutenants were

% Niamkey Koffi, “L’Affaire Gnagbé Kragbé et du Sanwi” available at
http://www.leconservateur.net/leconservateur _1NKragbe.html (accessed 21 October 2014).

57 See Jean-Frangois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram,
1993), p. 174.
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nine young members of an executive committee to advise the President of the party who was
in fact Houphouét-Boigny himself: Camille Alliali, Jean Konan Banny, Maurice Seri
Gnoléba, Lanzéni Coulibaly, Laurent Dona Fologo, Balla Kéita, Gilles Laubhouet, Alphonse
Djédjé Mady, and Bernard Ehui Koutoua, a Sanwi boy from Ehotilé.®® It should be
remembered that Houphouét the authoritarian leader who co-opted his serious candidates,
openly rejected justice. Challenged by the rise of unrest in Cote d’Ivoire, he repeatedly said
that if he had a choice between injustice and disorder, he would prefer injustice, adding that
“when there is disorder, the lives of people and a regime is at stake, but injustice can always
be corrected.”®

Houphouét was also confronted by the Gueébié crisis. During the Guébié rebellion of 1969-
1970, the government army wiped out some Bété villages in the Gagnoa region (West).
Gbagbo, originally from Gagnoa, described it as a ‘boucherie’ (slaughter) that lasted two
weeks which was part of the largest massacre of the country post-independent history. He
accused Houphouét of being responsible for the killing of 4,000 people. He went on to say
that according to some members of the PDCI, in 1970 and toward the end of his life,
Houphouét also estimated the number of deaths at 4,000.°° However, Jacques Foccart had
firmly asserted that Houphouét had not committed murders. For Foccart, Houphouét had sent
some people to prison but he freed them and they became very good and professional
Ministers such as Jean-Baptist Monkey (health) and Jean Konan Banny (defence).5!
According to the opponents of the PDCI, the events of Guébié might be genocide that derived
from the Houphouét government’s refusal to apply Article 7 of the Constitution. Article 7

BFraternité Matin, 2 October 1980, pp. 123-13, in Grah Mel, 2010, p. 282; Jeanne Maddox Toungara,
Generational Tensions in the Parti Démocratique de Cote d’Ivoire, JSTOR: African Studies Review, Vol. 38, No.
2, September 1995, pp. 11-38.

% See for example, William Zartman “Unbalance of power: US hegemony and international order” 2009
available at https://www.rienner.com/uploads/49831d35c17a7.pdf (accessed 11 Aril 2013).

891 aurent Gbagbo, Céte d’Ivoire: Pour une alternative démocratique, p. 86.

81 From 1959 to 1969, Foccart led de Gaulle’s policy in francophone Africa. Every Wednesday he called
Houphouét to discuss ongoing issues during Houphouét’s long reign. See Grah Mel 2010 L ’Epreuve du pouvoir,
p. 241.
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allowed for the emergence of other political parties in order to freely operate without forming
a coalition with the PDCI. The PDCI argued that the suspension of Article 7 was a result of a
consensus between all political parties supporting the PDCI after its overwhelming victories
in the 1956, 57 and 58 general elections. Most importantly, it was a basic requirement for
developing the nation, at the dawn of its independence. In reality, it was Houphouét’s
strategy to force the opponents of the past to dissolve their parties into the PDCI, which in the
end became the unique party in Cote d’Ivoire.?

Similarly, Alex Thomson indicates that Houphouét extended his power across the nation
through the PDCI and also by eliminating his potential opponents one by one. While loyal
members of the one-party system could retire with salaries that allowed them to live decently
along with their families and relatives in constructed French style houses kept in clean state,
efforts were made to ensure they did not retain any real power.

With regard to the Kraghé Gbagbé case, Jean-Christophe Kraghé Gnagbé from the Bété
ethnic group emerged on the Ivorian political arena in May 1966. After meeting with Ivorian
political authorities, he distributed tracts in Abidjan and across the nation, denouncing theft
of the land of Bété farmers by the Baoulé people living in the West of Cote d’Ivoire with the
complicity of the central government led by Houphouét. He also stood up against the denial
of fundamental freedoms. Summoned by the Ivorian authorities, he categorically rejected any
compromise and went back to France. In 1967, when Kragbé Gnagbé returned from France,
he attempted to form his political party called the Parti Nationaliste (PANA). However,
given the agreement of 1958, confirmed by the 1965 congress, to only endorse parties which
were determined to support the PDCI, his demand was rejected. The PDCI, considered the

agreement to be essential for the stability, unity, cohesion and development of a young

62 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 55.
8 Alex Thomson, An introduction to African politics, pp. 124-127.
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nation, as it allowed them to break down internal and external forces which were a threat to
the survival of the nation. According to the PDCI, it was in such a context that began “the
Guébié case,” which is nothing more than “the Kragbé Gnagbé case.”®*

According to the PDCI, however, Kraghé Gnagbé proclaimed an independent Republic called
the Republique d’Eburnie and called himself Chancellor. On 23 October, 1970, Kraghé
Gnagbé organised an insurgency in Gagnoa where, at night, he placed his flag on the
government buildings, asking his followers to battle on all fronts, even with bare hands.
Although he linked words to deeds, he failed to annex the city of Gagnoa. After the failure to
annex Gagnoa, and back in their villages, PANA militants started a war against those, who
from the outset refused to support efforts to achieve their goal.%

As a consequence, in the villages, settlement camps, and on the roads, Guébié and non-
Guébié were murdered, hanged, thrown down in wells, buried alive, and out of sight. In
response, the central authority, which is the guarantor the territorial integrity and the safety of
people and property, called in the army. It took control of the situation on 30 October, 1970,
and the government did not hesitate to adopt drastic measures, including the use of military
combat vehicles and helicopters, against insurgents. The operation was personally led on the
ground by a soldier called Gaston Ouassénan Koné, Houphouét’s former Pilot who set up the
presidential guard in 1962.5 However, war being what it was, the crisis could not be resolved
without affecting innocent civilians.®” It was through military intervention that began the

speculation about the murder of 4, 000 Guébié.®® However, this statement could not be

8 Niamkey Koffi, “L’ Affaire Gnagbé Kragbé et du Sanwi” available at
http://www.leconservateur.net/leconservateur_1NKragbe.html (accessed 21 October 2014).

8 Niamkey Koffi, “L’Affaire Gnagbé Kragbé et du Sanwi, la position officielle du PDCI-RDA,” available at
http://www.leconservateur.net/leconservateur 1NKragbe.html (accessed 8 October 2014).

8 Grah Mel 2010 a, L Epreuve du pouvoir, pp. 298-299.

57 Grah Mel 2010 a, L Epreuve du pouvoir, p. 299.

% Niamkey Koffi,“L’Affaire Gnagbé Kragbé et du Sanwi, la position officielle du PDCI-RDA,” available at
http://www.leconservateur.net/leconservateur_1NKragbe.html (accessed 8 October 2014).
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verified. What could be verified, though, was that in the end, Kraghé Gnagbé had lost his life
but under some bizarre circumstances.®
In addition, there were the repressions and faux complots, phantom plots. The most
remarkable was the 1963 plot, during which some of Houphouét’s own PDCI members were
jailed in order to reinforce his political power. This process of repressions and phantom plots
continued until 1964, because after that, Houphouét’s regime was quite well established.
Ahipeaud further outlines this approach:

Plots were orchestrated between 1958 and 1964, weakening internal forces.

Five years after the independence, efforts had been made by Houphouét to

pacify the whole country for the third time since Angoulvand and Pechoud.

He built a political edifice which had been around for a long time. Between

1965 and 1970, all components of Cote d’Ivoire had been pacified. Students

and tribes were dominated, and therefore the Ram of Yamoussoukro can

build his legend.™
Indeed, as the above quote suggests, Houphouét’s debut had seen its share of upheavals,
something that analysts such as Richard Comwell found hard to explain. Whatever the
reason, this was his way of consolidating presidential power. For example, in 1963, thirteen
people were arrested and subsequently sentenced to death; however, none of the death
sentences were carried out. Houphouét was later quoted as saying that the so-called
‘perpetrators’ were “my little perverts.”’
On 4 August, 1966, during a National Council meeting held at the National Assembly,

Houphouét announced the release of 83 political prisoners accused of ‘plots.” He insisted that

8 Grah Mel 2010 a, L Epreuve du pouvoir, pp. 300-301.

0 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 55, (Translated for this thesis by Jean-Claude Meledje, 2012).

"L Richard Cornwell 2000, “Cote d’Ivoire: Asking for it,” African Security Review, Vol. 9, No 1, pp. 80-93,
DOI: 10.1080/10246029.2000.9628038 available at

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10246029.2000.9628038 (accessed 7 March 2014).
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since Cote d’Ivoire was a land of fraternity, Ivorians must show that they are brothers. He
added that one can be away from his friend but cannot be away from his brother. This should
be translated into practice. He said that Ivorian brothers were taken away because of mistakes
and external manipulations and he wanted to ensure they were all brought back. Developing
the same idea, he promised that there was so much to do to develop the young nation and
everybody should get involved, adding, “Misters, you are free. You are our brothers. The
party, expression of the country, forgives you.” He said it was up to the former detainees to
do what they could to ensure that the forgiveness allowed them to participate, as it was their
turn, for the edification of the nation. However, addressing his audience the same day on 4
August 1966, Houphouét confined himself to declaring a sentence that sent some auditors
dreaming and others were sceptical about Houphouét and were therefore more suspicious:

Let us be vigilant, of course. | would like to stress that based on exhaustive

investigation, and you can walk around and say it to people who want to

hear it, that there is no evidence to suggest that there are suspicions of a plot

in Cote d’Ivoire.”
On 12 June, 1980, during a National Council meeting in Abidjan, Houphouét reaffirmed in
this gloomy overall context that there was never any plot in Cdte d’Ivoire, nor a threat of
coup d’état. He confidently said that the so-called plots were politically motivated frame-ups
orchestrated by an envious individual wishing to obtain a high responsibility position by all
possible means. Houphouét claimed to have been misled by Police Commissioner Pierre
Goba.”® However, one must understand that for the victims of Houphouét’s dictator
leadership who were arrested and imprisoned without fair hearing of their cases, it was too

little too late.

2«96 détenus politiques libérés hier,”> Abidjan Matin, 5 August 1966, p. 8.
3 Grah Mel 2010 a L’Epreuve de pouvoir, p. 218.
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The experience gained in the French parliament and cabinet ministry prepared Houphouét for
the Head of state position. Houphouét was a member of parliament in Cote d’Ivoire
government from 1946 to 1958, and a Minister in six governments of the French Republic.™
However, in Cote d’Ivoire, one important issue of post-independence was the adoption of
neo-patrimonialism by Houphouét, who ruled the nation as his estate.

Houphouét’s Leadership

Neo-patrimonialism is a particular form of authority and rule dominant in many newly
independent states in Africa, particularly in the sub-Sahara.” The neo-patrimonial state was
applied for the first time in Africa by J-F Medard given the total lack of state institutions in
Cameroon, according to Daniel Bach and Mamoudou Gazibo. The rise of authoritarianism
and the establishment of early modern states at that time incited Aristide Zolberg with
reference to Bonapartism to examine the politics of Cote d’Ivoire under Félix Houphouét-
Boigny.’®

In their study of African politics, which suggests that African politicians generally applied
personal politics, Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg state that “personal rule is a distinctive
type of political system with operative principles and practices that can be apprehended by
the political scientist.”’” In a patrimonial state, high office is bestowed in return for personal
service to the ruler. Close lieutenants are connected to the ‘Big Man’ who allocates key posts
in which they have the right to exploit for their own advantage. Loyal appointees are
rewarded by receiving massive incentives; alternatively they are instantly sacked if they are

suspected or fail to regularly show loyalty to the ‘Big Man.’As suggested by Crawford

74 «présentation de Houphouét-Boigny” Fondation Félix Houphouét-Boigny, available at http://www.fondation-
fhb.org/index.php?nom=preshb (accessed 27 September 2014).

7S Daniel Bach and Mamoudou Gazibo, L *état néopatrimonial: genése et trajectoires contemporaines, available

at http://www.durkheim.sciencespobordeaux.fr/PDF/02%20-

%20L '%C3%89tat%20n%C3%A90patrimonial_Bach.pdf (accessed 19 June 2013).

6 1bid.

7 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University
of California Press, 1982), p. 4.
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Young and Thomas Turner, like many post-colonial African states, Cote d’Ivoire experienced
- - - 78
patrimonialism.
The Ivorian ‘Big Man’ utilised patrimonialism to maintain power by distributing resources to
nominees of the PDCI. As Gbagbo pointed out just after Houphouét’s death, his ability to
influence the politics of Cote d’Ivoire and stay around for 50 years meant that Houphouét
was a talented ‘Big Man.”"®
Despite the introduction of “legal-rational” institutions which Weber cited in Jackson and
Rosberg describes as a best method of government, Houphouét ran the country in a
Machiavellian style.®° For example, as Jackson and Rosberg put, “Like Machiavelli’s Prince
and personal rulers in general, the Ivorian ruler” treated foreign policy as his personal
domain.8* Thus, since independence, politics in postcolonial Africa had been structured
around neo-patrimonialism, and Coéte d’Ivoire was no exception. According to Michael
Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle:
In patrimonial political systems, an individual rules by dint of personal
prestige and power; ordinary folk are treated as extensions of the “Big Man”
household, with no right or privileges other than those bestowed by the
ruler. Authority is entirely personalised, shaped by the ruler’s preferences
rather than any codified system of laws. The ruler ensures the political
stability of the regime and personal political survival by providing a zone of
security in an uncertain environment and by selectively distributing favours
8 Crawford Young and Thomas Turner, The rise and decline of the Zairian state, p. 164; Bruce Berman,
“Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa,” JICA Research Institute No 22 (November 2010), available at http://jica-
ri.jica.go.jp/publication/assets/JICA-RI_WP_No.22_2010.pdf (accessed 11 June 2013).
9 Cited in Grah Mel 2010 b, La fin et la suite, p. 500. This was Gbagbo’s statement just after the death of the
Big Man. The man was who was among those who were constantly opposed to the policy of President Félix
Houphouét-Boigny as he mentioned it himself that day.
8 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University
of California Press, 1982), p. 9.

81 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University
of California Press, 1982), pp. 151.
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and material benefits to loyal followers who are not citizens of the polity so

much as the ruler’s clients.®?
What emerged was neo-patrimonial rule, which occurs when “one individual (the strongman,
‘Big Man’ or ‘supremo’), often a President for life, dominates the state apparatus and stands
above the law.”®® As Bratton and van de Walle have described, there are at least three
political components associated with typical African neo-patrimonial regimes, which are
presidentialism, clientelism, and state resources. The components exist across the board and
continue to operate after “the death or retirement of the first generation of national leaders.”8*
According to the authors:

Over time, rulers like Kenneth Kaunda in Zambia, Sékou Touré in Guinea,

and Félix Houphouét-Boigny in Cote d’Ivoire left a deep personal imprint

on national politics, melding their countries’ political rules in rhetoric. The

personalisation of power was both cause and consequence of the political

longevity of neo-patrimonial rulers. They were more likely to remain in

power than leaders in other regime types; regular coups d’état and the

appearance of political instability notwithstanding, the average African

leader from independence to 1987 still retained power considerably longer

than counterparts in postcolonial Latin America or Asia.®
All together, they concluded that neo-patrimonial rulers managed to strengthen their power
by systematically limiting the independence of the legislative and judicial bodies and

rejecting multi-party elections and ruling only by decree, despite the existence of institutions

82 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66.

8 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66.

84 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66; Christopher
Clapham, Private patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New York: St
Martin’s Press, 1982), pp.18-22.

8 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66; Christopher
Clapham, Private patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New York: St
Martin’s Press, 1982), pp.18-22
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of inclusion, as well as declaring themselves Presidents for life. In addition, neo-patrimonial
leaders deliberately mystified and exaggerated their images in order to promote their
grandiosity, a “larger-than-life image” to maintain power.%
Cote d’Ivoire provides a case in point. As a typical neo-patrimonial ruler, Houphouét could
remain in office much longer by systematically confining political power in his hands, while
promoting some formal institutions such as the presidential Constitution. In other words,
power was deeply personalised, significantly impacting Ivorian politics. As a result,
Houphouét’s presidency largely “contributed to the weakening of existing fragile structures
within the military, the judiciary as well as the civil service.”®” Moreover, Houphouét built
the image of a person capable of dealing with his subjects’ welfare. Personally or through his
personal emissaries, Houphouét would tour the country and meet face-to-face with local
leaders, not to discuss the state of the economy or the state of the education, but as Bratton
and van de Walle put it, to “listen to their grievances, and promise redress.”® The May 1982
meeting chaired by Mr Camille Alliali a well-respected PDCI powerbroker is a perfect
example:

The head of the Party’s wager to put the train of democracy back on the rails

has been won, but for the train to progress it is necessary for all the wagons

of all the activists of the PDCI, winners and losers, to be coupled to it. Fed

by tenacious opposition, unsoothed rancours, unheaded wounds and above

all by a thirst for revenge, divisions can only hinder the progress of the train

and delay its arrival. This is why the Political Bureau, on the instructions of

the President of the Party, busied itself in searching everywhere for the

reconciliation of divided cadres and activists. It did not, however, succeed in

8 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66.
87 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66.
8 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, pp. 61-66.
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dissipating all incomprehension and misunderstandings. Everywhere islands

of resistance held out, necessitating a meeting under the authority of the

President of our Party.?°
As it is evident, clientelist networks were important for Houphouét in order to recruit his own
clients as much as possible because more clients meant more support for his regime, as it
created political stability and order.® Clientelism was evident throughout Houphouét’s reign
until his death in 1993. For example, to remain in power, he rewarded clients with public
service roles, which increased over the years. As you would expect, however, benefits such as
“accommodation, travel allowance, pension” and aid were part of the job package. As Jean-
Francois Bayart observes, these various advantages “are sometimes very big ... and are
always highly valued because of their scarcity.”! The striking thing is that under Houphouét,
the government budgeted to allow easy access to bank loans and political funds for public
servants. In his memorable speech, Houphouét reveals:

The budget of the President of the Republic is two billion Francs CFA (for

personal expenses and political funds). I am not selfish. For me, money only

counts for the good use that can be made of it. Money gets its value for good

use. | asked three representatives, one of whom is in this room, to manage

some of the political funds. The fourth man, who distributes the most, is the

Secretary General of the Government: not being from the country, he shows

no favour. There are some people who go far as to demand a year’s advance.

| accept this. For example, some people ask me to give them one million

8 Jean-Francois Bayart, The state in Africa: the politics of the Belly, pp. 213-214.

% Alex Thomson, An introduction to African politics, p. 121; Christopher Clapham, Private patronage and
public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New York: St Martin’s Press, 1982), pp.18-19.

91 Jean-Francois Bayart, The state in Africa, the politics of the Belly, 1993, P. 75.
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two hundred thousand francs when they are entitled to one hundred
thousand francs a month.%

The above quote indicates that typically Houphouét enjoyed the power of deciding

everybody’s share over the distribution of political funds under his control. The regime

ensured payment and prerogatives of its employees to include them in the state bourgeoisie.*

Much of this happened within the faithful of the PDCI elites.*

Jackson and Rosberg describe Houphouét’s style as ‘charming.” At the same time, they note:
The ruler’s anti-politics stance and the ‘administration’ of the state have
combined to reduce the former commanding importance of the ruling PDCI.

What was before independence a fairly lively “political machine’’ especially
in the urban centres and in particular around Abidjan has atrophied.%

During the fight for independence against the French colonial master, the PDCI was

described as a single political party for people. Once in power, it became a symbol of

patronage. As a party leader, Houphouét’s personal ‘clients’ included close relatives, and
friends or anyone working under him who could only be promoted through his direct
involvement. Once promoted, his clients would push the patron’s agenda to manage the state.

On the other hand, “they would use Houphouét’s patronage to build their own fiefdoms and

client bases.” However, they would be demoted if they were unable to show loyalty to

Houphougt.%

92 Christopher Clapham, Private patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New
York: St Martin’s Press, 1982), pp.18-19.

9 Christopher Clapham, Private patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New
York: St Martin’s Press, 1982), pp.18-19.

% See also Victor T. Le Vine, Politics in francophone Africa 2004, available at
http://books.google.com.au/books (accessed 17 April 2013).

% Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University
of California Press, 1982), pp. 143-152.

% Alex Thomson, An introduction to African politics, 2011, pp. 117-118; Christopher Clapham, Private
patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New York: St Martin’s Press, 1982),
pp.18-20.
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The existence of clientelism leads us to believe that in Coéte d’Ivoire, stability under
Houphouét was possible because of such a system. For example, the extraction and
redistribution of the agricultural income predominately generated by the cocoa and coffee
sectors was managed by the Caisse de Stabilisation (The Agricultural Price Stabilisation
Fund), commonly known as Caistab.®” A large sum of rent came from the “differential
between the official price paid to local farmers and the international market.”%

The distribution of income, which was only run by the one-party system, the PDCI, was an
unwritten rule.®® However, it took into account the geopolitics issue. While the system was
seen as a monopolistic form of corruption, it created ‘stability.’Houphouét used state
resources to legitimise his power, having full access to state treasury or the Caisse de
Stabilisation’s coffer for his personal needs. “Caistab was an invention of Houphouét,
officially established in order to protect the prices of agricultural products. The fact was that
this was an excellent tool of moving revenues from the public treasury into Houphouét’s own
hands,” explains Coates.'%

Bratton and van de Walle reported that “Houphouét pocketed a tenth of his country’s cocoa
exports, spending it on grandiose prestige projects that flattered his image as the country’s
founding father.”*®* Similarly, Ahipeaud indicated that the management of cocoa and coffee
section was run through a black market by the central government. In this context, Houphouét
was the only person in charge of Caistab, ensuring that his most trusted ally, namely Marcel

Laubhouet, was CEO of Caistab. Additional examples include Satmaci, a national

agricultural company run by a permanent CEO Denis Bra Kanon nominated by Houphouét

9 This state-run organisation was established to control cocoa exports and the distribution of cocoa rent.

9 Bernard Conte, “Céte d’Ivoire: clientelism, adjustment and conflict,” available at
http://www.miis.edu/media/view/4901/original/T105_3.pdf (accessed 4 May 2013).

% Bruce Berman, “Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa,” JICA Research Institute No 22 (November 2010),
available at http://jica-ri.jica.go.jp/publication/assets/JICA-RI_WP_No.22_2010.pdf (accessed 11 June 2013).
100 Carrol Coates 2007, A Fictive History of Cote d’Ivoire: Kourouma and “Fouphouai,” Research in African
Literatures, 38.2, (Summer 2007), Indiana University Press, p. 124.

101 Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, 1997, p. 67.
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from 1966 until 1977 - when he was appointed as agriculture Minister for another decade
which generated funds for the central government. Satmaci was tasked to manage Ivorian
cocoa and coffee. 192

It is worth noting that under Houphouét’s patronage system, the suburb of Adjamé in the
south received a government “funded market place in the mid-1960s.” During the opening
ceremony, the then Minister of State who was one of Houphouét’s closest allies thanked the
people of Adjamé for supporting the ‘Big Man’ while his government was facing protests
early in the 1960s.1% Further evidence of Houphouét’s patronage system can be demonstrated
by his choice of location for the annual national celebration of independence on 7
December.1%4

In Personal Rule in Black Africa, Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg stress that each year,
instead of celebrating independence on 7 August in Abidjan, the nation capital; Houphouét
chose a different disadvantaged regional city for the annual celebration. This rotation system
allowed the host city to receive government funding for a new school, a new market or for
upgrading its infrastructure.!® Individuals saw the skilful use of state patronage as a perfect
opportunity to beautify the host town by fixing roads or building a new hospital, but most
important, it was an opportunity to win the community votes in return. Moreover, Houphouét
would ask his clients, “is there anything I can do for you?” then task his treasury Ministers to

deal with the issue if a request for cash was made.1%®

102 Ahipeaud 2009, pp. 126-127.

103 Alex Thomson, An introduction to African politics, 2011, p. 126.

104 Christopher Clapham, Private patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New
York: St Martin’s Press, 1982), pp. 20-28.

105 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London:
University of California Press, 1982), pp. 143-152.

106 This equally highlighted Houphouét’s generosity towards his clients; See Tom Sypes’ report “The fairground
of Abidjan, a nation within a hotel” NewAfrican 19 December 2013 available at
http://www.newafricanmagazine.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=1160&Itemid=
697 (accessed 15 April 2014).
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Houphouét also implemented what Francis Akindes calls the strategy of “peanut roasters.”
He argues that in the 1960s and 1970s, Houphouét introduced a combination of system of
political patronage and patrimonialism, which could be traced in the para-public sector. To
regulate political clientele, powerful organisations such as the Caisse de stabilisation were set
up as seen carlier. His objective was to “’create a national bourgeoisie” that emerged through
corruption.’®” Houphouét himself, who authorised corruption and clientelism and/or often
failed to take reasonable steps to prevent them, summed up his philosophy in the following
way: “on ne regarde pas dans la bouche de ceux qui grillent les arachides.” Don’t look too
closely at a peanut roaster’s mouth,” an Ivorian phrase meaning clientelism, corruption or
rent seeking.!® In the context of the African specific skills of political power broadly and in
Cote d’Ivoire in particular, it means that at some stage during the cooking process the roaster
might taste to figure out if more salt is needed.'®

Clearly, it is admissible for peanut roasters as former President Gbagbo sarcastically called
those from the lvorian bourgeoisie, to take full advantage of the nation’s economic wealth
and potential or maintaining their political positions through corrupt means.!'® Those so-
called peanut roasters or senior Ivorian bureaucrats tasked to manage goods and state-owned
companies stole the entire nation’s wealth. Certainly, under Houphouét, there were a lot of

peanut roasters belonging to selected milieux that benefited from the system.

107 See Jean-Frangois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram,
1993), pp-87-98.

198 Francis Akindés “The roots of the military-political crises in Cote d’Ivoire,” Norkiska Afrikaninstitutet,
Uppsala 2004, available at Research report no 128, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 2004, available at
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-96 (accessed 19 July 2010); John Emeka Akude, 2009,
Governance and Crisis of the State in Africa: The Context and Dynamics of the Conflict in West Africa, Adonis
& Abbey, p. 69.

109 Francis Akindés “The roots of the military-political crises in Cdte d’Ivoire,” Norkiska Afrikaninstitutet,
Uppsala 2004, available at Research report no 128, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 2004, available at
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-96 (accessed 19 July 2010).

110 Dele Ogunmola 2009,“Coéte d’Ivoire: Building Peace Through a Federal Paragim” University of New
England, NSW Australia, Journal of Perspective Alternatives in the Social Sciences, Vol. 1, No.3, pp. 544-582.
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Houphouét promoted smart community members in government through “ethno-regional
lines.”*'! According to Zolberg, “in order to eliminate actual and potential conflicts” for
example, Houphouét would appoint two of his PDCI members to the same role, while
avoiding to clarify the status between them.'? As a result, he became popular among Ivorians
because he successfully managed ethnic diversity and maintained stability through ethnic
clientelism.113

Houphouét will be remembered for his leadership style, called Houphouétisme, which has
been assessed by many authors including Richard Banegas, Christian Bouquet, Martial
Ahipeaud and Francis Akindés. For Akindes for example, Houphouétisme is a “set of
structuring principles and practices interpreted in various ways, which function as a system of
reference and a political form that is socially recognised.”*'* More specifically,
Houphouétisme entails a social dominance system, including a range of political, social and
economic principles and practices operating as a system of reference and a political culture
that is known. However, Houphouétisme is not conceptualised.’® For Ahipeaud,
Houphouétisme, which started during the struggle for independence is the idea of peacefully

negotiating with the colonial masters rather than using force.!®

11 Dele Ogunmola, “Cote d’Ivoire: building peace through a federal paradigm,” Journal of alternatives
perspectives in the social sciences, 2009, vol.1, no 3, 544-582.

112 Aristide Zolberg, Creating political order, the party-states of West Africa, (Chicago: The University of
Chicago, 1966) pp. 112-119; Bruce Berman, “Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa,” JICA Research Institute No
22 (November 2010), available at http://jica-ri.jica.go.jp/publication/assets/JICA-RI_WP_No.22_2010.pdf
(accessed 11 June 2013).

113 Christopher Clapham, Private patronage and public power: political clientelism in the modern state, (New
York: St Martin’s Press, 1982), pp. 20-28

14 Francis Akindés “The roots of the military-political crises in Céte d’Ivoire,” Norkiska Afrikaninstitutet,
Uppsala 2004, available at Research report no 128, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 2004, available at
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-96 (accessed 19 July 2010).

15 Francis Akindés “The roots of the military-political crises in Cote d’Ivoire,” Norkiska Afrikaninstitutet,
Uppsala 2004, available at Research report no 128, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 2004, available at
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-96 (accessed 19 July 2010); Yves Paul Mandjem, “Les
governements de transition comme sites d’institutionnalisation de la politique dans les ordres politiques en voie
de sortie de crise en Afrique?”’Revue Africaine des relations internationales, Vol. 12, Nos 1&2, 2009, pp. 81-
182.

116 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 19.
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Houphouét had a proud career in politics by maintaining ‘some stability’ which allowed him
to gain respect from almost every Ivorian. For example, at the education level, Houphouét
built private colleges and new schools across the nation, and even encouraged rural and
regional communities to build their own primary schools. This strategy was in line with his
nation building program. On the other hand, from a liberal perspective, Houphouét pioneered
the introduction of affordable private school system.!'” As a result, for twenty years, the
Ivorian education system was one of the best in Africa and accessible by most Ivorians.
Houphouét will also be remembered for the high level of corruption under his presidency,
encouraging his Ministers and close allies to embezzle from Céte d’Ivoire. Houphouét was
one of the multi-millionaires who ruled. The elite accused him of unfair accumulation of
personal fortunes and using political power for personal gain. In 1990, downplaying the
allegations of corruption and scandal and using his sense of humour, Houphouét pretended
that there were no millionaires in Céte d’Ivoire, and the whole issue was a ‘legend.’*!®
Further, Abidjan university students orchestrated protests which spread throughout the
political, trade union, university, economic and diplomatic elite targeting Houphouét for his
unfairly accumulated fortune. However, when there was a speculation going around about
Houphouét’s wealth, the opposition indicated that Houphouét was laughing at Ivorians and
pretending to be poor, saying he did not want to be accused of having 1000 million, 2000
million or 3000 million dollars. He was accused of dishonestly accumulating his personal
fortune which was estimated at US $11, 756 billion.1%°

Similarly, Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg state that apart from the impressive new

buildings such as his palace where he hosted dignitaries from home and overseas or the

117 Ahipeaud 2009, p. 65.

118 Cited in Grah Mel, 2010 b, p. 295. This statement was made by Houphouét on national television on 5 March
1990.

119 See Grah Mel, 2010 b, pp.397-403. The figure of 11, 756 billion CFA was reportedly secretly provided by
the World Bank to the opposition. The list of billionaires shows around 5,004 615 385 Euros for Houphouét
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luxurious President Hotel in his rural hometown of Yamoussoukro, Houphouét owned a
small castle in Geneva in Switzerland where he invested his fortune, and a luxurious
apartment in Paris. He also owned real estate companies including Grand Air SI. 12

Whatever challenge his regime faced, Houphouét attempted to overcome it by dialogue first,
then by use of force if needed. Despite his ability to control many political protests across the
nation during his long period of dictatorship, Houphouét faced a succession of organised
protests in the street of Abidjan in the early 1990s concerning his personal wealth. It marked
the beginning of a turbulent period for a man who was capable of achieving greater control of
the nation through neo-patrimonialism. As Grah Mel points out, despite Houphouét’s attempt
to meet students on 25 February, 1990 and end allegations surrounding his personal fortune, a
huge protest occurred on 2 March against Houphouét for the first time since independence in
1960.12 While some protesters accused Houphouét and his Ministers of corruption, others
wanted a multiparty democracy to open up the political system, and asked for Houphouét’s
resignation.1

Predictably, Houphouét ran out of patience with protesters and the police were accused of
serious abuses. According to media reports paramilitary forces were instructed by the
government to calmly disperse peaceful protesters. However, they dispersed the protestors

with tear gas and smoke canisters, making the matter worse. Students retaliated with stones,

120 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London:
University of California Press, 1982), pp. 143-152.

121 Grah Mel 2010 b, pp 397-410. See also “Ivory Coast police clash with students assailing regime,” Associated
Press, 3 March 1990 available at http://articles.latimes.com/keyword/felix-houphouet-boigny (accessed 5 April
2013). For example, see Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic experiments in Africa, pp.101-
102. One must note that like in other parts of French speaking Africa, university student protests were mainly
about the economy.

122 |t was evident that there were a large number of emotional arguments. lvorians were complaining about
scandals and Houphouét’s long reign. Thirty years on the top job was too long, therefore, they urged Houphouét
to go. See Kenneth Noble, ‘Unrest in Ivory Coast’s capital turns to violence,” The New York Times, 25 February
1990, available at http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/25/world/unrest-in-ivory-coast-s-capital-turns-to-
violence.html (accessed 28 March 2014).

122


http://articles.latimes.com/keyword/felix-houphouet-boigny
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/25/world/unrest-in-ivory-coast-s-capital-turns-to-violence.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/25/world/unrest-in-ivory-coast-s-capital-turns-to-violence.html

and looted a supermarket.’?® As the mystery surrounding Houphouét’s personal fortune
deepened, a written statement from the opposition came out entitled “Who is Houphouét
fooling concerning his personal fortune?”'?* The statement attacked Houphouét’s own
declaration on 26 April, 1986 regarding the origin of his personal fortune and his justification
of his love for gold. In fact, to a group of Ivorian students who took to the streets in large
numbers to protest against poor education system and the amount of money Houphouét spent

on gold, he declared, “people are sometimes surprised that I like gold. It is because | was

born in it.”1%°

When the same statement was used against him, Houphouét said he was wondering if in this
world any serious man who has money would not invest part of it in Switzerland. Finally,
Houphouét made a mockery of his colleagues when he declared there were many people who
had nothing initially but became rich because of politics, adding that he “pulled Ivorians out
of the hole.”'? Jackson and Rosberg were right when they explained that:

Nearly all members of the elite were creations of the Head of State. The

President has long been the man who makes and unmakes the leaders. With

the exception of perhaps one man - Jean Baptiste Mockey - they owe all

they have to ‘the Old Man.” He has brought them into the system, provided

123 Grah Mel 2010 b, pp. 397-410; See also, Aristide Zolberg, Creating political order, the party-states of West
Africa, (Chicago: The University of Chicago, 1966) pp.87-92.

124 In Africa in general, politicians don’t like criticism. These were strong words at the time from the opposition
in a country where criticism was not authorised according to the tradition because a chief was a chief.
Unfortunately, this tradition has been exploited by political leaders.

125 Cited in Jean-Francois Bayart, The state in Africa: the politics of the belly, 1993, p.242. More protests about
economic hardship and political repression in Cote d’Ivoire took place in late 1980s-early 1990. For instance see
Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle, “Popular protest and political reform in Africa”, Comparative
Politics, vol 24, no 4, Jul 1992, pp.419-442, available at

http://www.nimd.org/documents/P/popular_protest and_political _reform_in_africa.pdf (accessed 24 April
2013). For more about the written statement from the opposition regarding the wealth of Houphouét, see Grah
Mel 2010, p. 402; NewAfrican’s reporter Tom Sykes said Houphouét’s personal fortune was about $ 9 billion;
See Tom Sypes’ report “The fairground of Abidjan, a nation within a hotel” NewAfrican 19 December 2013
available at
http://www.newafricanmagazine.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=1160&Itemid=
697 (accessed 15 April 2014).

126 Grah Mel 2010 b, p. 402. See for example Ahipeaud 2009, p.132. Houphouét made his statement during the
teachers’ crisis, in 1983.
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them with all their needs - and he is the man who could exclude them from
the system. And although this exclusion has mostly been smooth, and rather
non-violent, the sheer threat of it has so far acted as a magnificently efficient
preventative.1?’

This situation was possible due to the neo-patrimonial politics developed by Houphouét
which allowed patron-client relationship. The relationship between Houphouét and his clients
became inevitable as it provided support to clients through the distribution of resources and
preferential appointment of public servants from the unique party (PDCI). Meanwhile,
Houphouét ensured the continuation of the system for his own political survival. However,
one can argue that if in the personal rule system under Houphouét, appointments and
provision of resources were more often a matter for the Old Man, personal rivalry among the
Ivorian elite over Houphouét favouring Bédié or Ouattara gave rise to internal division which
contributed to the Ivorian crises.’?® While exposing his wealth, Houphouét critiqued a
political opponent, arguably Laurent Gbagbo, referring to him as someone who “did not own
anything, not even a bicycle.”?°

As Ahipeaud comments, although the discussion of fortune was disrespectful to colleagues,
Houphouét suggested that he became rich before joining mainstream politics. Houphouét
disputed criticism of his personal fortune and claimed that he became wealthy prior to
becoming President:

(...) I am forced to, in order to tell the truth in this country, let you know

what | kept quiet until now because | was a scrupulous person. My wife has

127 “The Iceberg That Is Ivory Coast:” West Africa 3088 (6 September 1976):1289. Cited in Robert Jackson and
Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press,
1982), pp. 143-152; see Aristide Zolberg, Creating political order, the party-states of West Africa, (Chicago:
The University of Chicago, 1966) pp. 93-106.

128 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, “Personal Rule: Theory and Practice in Africa,” Comparative Politics,
Vol. 16, No 4(Jul., 1984), pp.421-442.

129 See Laurent Gbagho, Pour une alternative démocratique, Paris, Editions L’Harmattan, 1983, p. 80. In Jean-
Francois Bayart, The state in Africa: the politics of the Belly, 1993, p. 242.
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been accused of real estate and financial transactions, my poor sister Fetai as

well. And ourselves, we became rich from ripping off the nation, they say.

But, you see, to tell you the truth, | am forced to say things that you did not

know. And it bothers me to talk about it myself. When the seven elders

came to find me to create the African Farmers Syndicate, | came back home,

not with empty hands, but full of wealth. We talked about signs of wealth,

they were cars. We were four people in Cote d’Ivoire that owned vehicles:

two Europeans, a Lebanese and I. | was the first person in Cote d’Ivoire

who introduced a Cadillac; governors did not have them.!3
For the first time Houphouét was forced to make a public statement over his wealth. For
decades, the former President Houphouét and his family members were identified as the most
successful business entrepreneurs in Cote d’Ivoire, investing in all sectors of the economy.
Although Houphouét was clearly a billionaire, he insisted that his fortune had nothing to do
with the nation’s budget:

These are the fruit of my labours. One of the banks manages my profits

from pineapple production. | have 4 billion in turnover from pineapples. |

pay some 50 m francs a month for boxes for pineapples. Boats and planes

come to 150 m francs a month. | had two sharp falls two years ago when |

had reached 3,000 tonnes of pineapples a month, producing a third of the

national total. And | asked a bank to manage all this. I have stopped

producing coffee. At one time it brought in very little, perhaps 100 million

francs, but that 100 million is today worth billions... | have confidence in

the Ivory Coast. There is even a bank which manages my profits in

130 Grah Mel 2010 b, pp. 832-835; See also Jean-Francgois Bayart, 1993, p. 242; See Grah Mel, 2003, pp.264-
269, where he shows that Houphouét did not wait for politics to establish his fortune.
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avocados, of which, | think, 1 am the main producer in the Ivory Coast.
There is another bank which modestly manages my profits from poultry

farming. But these billions, because this all amounts to billions, are in this

country. 3!

Despite accusations of corruption, Houphouét’s governance could be simply summarised as a
period of Houphouétisme, quoting from his former Minister of scientific research and
supporter, Dr. Balla Kéita. This political principle was defined as the philosophy, the action
and acts of President Houphouét-Boigny for Céte d’Ivoire, focusing on “growth, harmony

and Ivorian nation building.”*®*? Houphouétisme is also “humanism reinforced by dialogue

among brothers, political acceptance for Ivorian and African development.”

In fact, for the Houphouétistes, his supporters that share his philosophy and political doctrine,
humanism based on dialogue and solidarity under Houphouét greatly facilitated peace and
harmony in Cote d’Ivoire. Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg define him as an “autocrat,” as

we have seen above.’®* Victor Le Vine went a step further, describing the first President

131 Jean-Francois Bayart, “The state in Afiica: the politics of the Belly” p.89. See also Speech of M. Houphouét-
Boigny, Fraternité Matin (Abidjan, 29 April 1983, p.17. M. Houphouét-Boigny is expressing himself in CFA
francs; Also the communiqué of the political bureau of PDCI-RDA. Because of its strong criticisms of
Houphouét’s fortune, the party officially banned any publications of Jeune Afrique group specifically for its
article “Certes, grace a Dieu, le president Houphouét-Boigny ne manque pas d’argent. Mais ne vaut-il pas mieux
faire envie que pitié?” Jeune Afrique 18 Nov. 1987, p. 70), and J. Baulin, La Politique intérieure d’Houphouét-
Boigny, Paris, Eurofor-Press, 1982, in J-F Bayart, 1993, p.306.

132 Ben Ismael, Editorial, ‘Portrait d’artiste: Anaky Kobena: 11 deteste le mensonge,” L Intelligent d’Abidjan 9
April 2014, available at http://news.abidjan.net/h/494792.html (accessed 10 April 2014; It is worth noting that
some supporters of Houphouét like Anaky Kobena, President of the political party Mouvement des Forces
d’Avenir (MFA) became an Houphouétiste (believing in his policy) only under political circumstances. He was
not an heir or ‘natural political son” of Houphouét. Therefore, he still says what he wants, whenever, wherever.
This perhaps explains why he is often accused of being a danger for the cohesion Houphouétists; Grah Mel, La
fin et la suite, pp. 551-559.

133 See Augustine Vidjannangny “La complexité de la question identitaire en Cote d’Ivoire” April 2011,
available at http://www.archipel.ugam.ca/4180/1/M12041.pdf (accessed 4 April 2013). Houphouétisme is his
ruling style. Even after Houphouét’s death, his successors formed the coalition of Houphouétistes or
Houphouétists. Dr. Balla Kéita was known to be an official puppet of Houphouét, selling his policy to the
Ivorian public, paraphrasing Houphouét several times in his speeches. Kéita also invented the nanaism concept
in reference to Houphouét’s nickname nana and was seen as an extremist because of the way he was fascinated
by Houphouét’s politics. He gave this speech at the conference at the cultural centre Jacques Aka of Bouaké
(central Cote d’Ivoire on Saturday 27 July 1987.

134 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal rule in black Africa, prince, autocrat, prophet, tyrant, University
of California press, pp. 143- 152.
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ruling style as “not only a presidential monarch and autocrat but above all, as a manager, a
consummate juggler of political institutions.”** Of course one can argue that Houphougt
mismanaged public finances, but he was the founder of political stability in Cote d’Ivoire
following its independence, while most neighbouring countries faced repetitive coup d’états.
In effect, Houphouét put in place an institution called the Conseil National (National
Council) to anticipate issues that could create major crises or conflicts. %

Yet, despite the ‘labels,” and allegations of mismanagement of public finances, Houphouét
maintained political stability, and is remembered ‘fondly’ as a unique leader. Hence, while
some have described Houphouét as ‘corrupt,” others called him ‘dictator,” ‘an autocrat,” and
simply a skillful ‘manager’ who successfully ‘juggled’ Cote d’Ivoire’s political institutions.
Even Gbagbo expressed an appreciation of Houphouét’s leadership style during his 2000
election campaign. In particular, Gbagbo was impressed by the way Houphouét included
different ethnic groups, but also managed to keep his Ministers dependent.**’

Despite allegations of corruption, and while it was not always a rosy picture under
Houphouét, people lived decently on their wages and his policy of inclusion worked. On
September 1965, Houphouét declared that individuals who were uncertain about the
continuation of his policy by the new elites who had a sense of responsibility and initiative,
were ‘judging them so lightly,” but he was wrong.**® If Houphouét was still alive he would be
asking, rightly or wrongly, about what happened to his country.

According to Victor Le Vine, a combination of “centralisation of power in Abidjan, the use
of patronage and targeted equitable benefits in order to create a manageable size state

135 Grah Mel 2003, Le fulgurant destin d’une jeune proie, pp. 512-515. Some authors like Robert Jackson and
Carl Rosherg describe Houphouét as an “autocrat.” Virginia Thompson describes Houphouét’s regime as “one
man, one party government”, in Victor T. Le Vine, 2004, p.207.

136 “Cette Cote d’Ivoire ne ressemble pas a la Cote d’Ivoire” available at http://www.lynxtogo.info/oeil-du-
lynx/afrique/2673-cette-1-cote-divoire-r-ne-ressemble-pas-a-la-cote-divoire-.html (accessed 17 April 2013).

137 Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London:
University of California Press, 1982), pp. 143-152.

138 Diaby Foussény, “Les vrais héritiers de Félix-Houphouét-Boigny: Aimé Henri Konan Bédié et Alassane
Ouattara,” available at http://www.lebanco.net/banconet/bco23375.htm (accessed 16 October 2014).
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bourgeoisie, manipulation, co-opting of the opposition, close ties with France and ethnic
balancing” or geopolitics contributed to Houphouét’s success.™® It is worth noting that, for
example at the social level, Cote d’Ivoire’s system of government under Houphouét made a
real impact.

We have seen the emergence of a dominant class which was essentially composed of senior
members and leaders fundamentally from the PDCI. According to Ahipeaud, they were
senior managers of state-owned companies which represented 11.5% of the registered
companies nationwide.'*® It was a success. Houphouét’s vision was to create an environment
in which “ethnic groups and tribal instinct” could melt together through promotions based on
his geopolitical policy. Under the Houphouét government, some members of the community
found themselves in positions of responsibility and decision making in the country because of
their ethnic groups. The policy aimed to establish a political and social elite taking into
account the regions of the postcolonial state.!4!

Ahipeaud indicates that Houphouét came up with the idea during his early days as President
of the RDA by 1952.1%2 However, this strategic plan which was based entirely on paternalism
and clientelism fell apart as the elites accumulated 45% of the revenues.*®

While Houphouét was using the concept of geopolitics, one could argue that paternalism,
clientelism, tribalism and nepotism were the best course of action for promotion within the
PDCI, although he constantly denied it.1** For example, as soon as he assumed office,

Houphouét ensured, to some extent, the promotion of young people from his ethnic group,

139 See also Victor T. Le Vine, Politics in francophone Africa, 2004, available at
http://books.google.com.au/books (accessed 17 April 2013).

140 Ahipeaud, 2009, p. 68.

141 Ahipeaud, 2009, p.178.

142 Ahipeaud, 2009, p.178.

143 Ahipeaud, 2009, p. 86.

144 Unfortunately in Africa and in Cdte d’Ivoire in particular, it is more and more about a family affair. When it
is not the son who gets a promotion, it is the brother, the daughter, the wife or the in-laws. After, follows the
chaos. See also Tiemoko Coulibaly, ‘Cult of dead dictator: Ivory Coast democracy deferred,” Le Monde
Diplomatique,” October 2000, available at http://mondediplo.com/2000/10/08ivorycoast (accessed 28 October
2013.
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Baoulé. He was even quoted saying time and time again that when there is an opportunity for
promotion, it is normal that relatives get first priority.4
For example, Jean Konan Banny, from the second generation (1960s) of Ivorian elites, was
Minister of Defence and Houphouét’s nephew. Out of the 16 Ministers from that generation
under Houphouét, eight Ministers came specifically from the Baoulé ethnic group, which was
Houphouét’s. Four of those Ministers comprised of 2 Agny, 1 Abé, and 1 Apollo, which are
part of the Akan sub-ethnic groups. Like the Baoulé ethnic group, those ethnic groups are
related to each other. The remaining four Ministers comprised of 1 Bété, 1 Dioula, 1 Malinké,
and 1 Sénoufo. (See Appendix A for details of the generations of Ivorian Political Elites).
According to Bayart:

In 1944, Houphouét-Boigny persuaded Governor Latrille to depose the chief

of Indénié and to replace him with his own brother-in-law. Through the

intermediary of his relative, he then became involved in the succession to

the throne of the great Agny kingdom. Houphouét-Boigny continued to

organise such unions and to manipulate his relations to increase his

authority not only in Ivory Coast, but also in the rest of the region, going as

far as Guinea, Liberia, Burkina Faso and Sénégal.4®
As a brother-in-law of Amoakon Dihyé and great friend of André latrille, Houphouét took
advantage of his position to convince the Governor of Cote d’Ivoire André Latrille to
nominate his bother-in-law as head of Indénié in southern Cote d’Ivoire and to dismiss the
incumbent Essey Bonzou. Equally, Grah Mel states that Governor Latrille’s principal

argument was that the sacking of Essey Bonzou was based on ‘morality.’ It is evident that

145 Grah Mel 2010 a, Félix Houphouét-Boigny L épreuve du pouvoir », pp.221-223. “See Olympic review” no
114, April 1977.

146 Jean-Francois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram, 1993),
p. 158; Today to follow what Houphouét has predicted regarding his heir, his nephew Augustin Abdoulaye
Thiam, named after Houphouét’s brother is the Governor of the district of Yamoussoukro and tribal chief.
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Houphouét had fabricated false accusations against Bonzou, requesting Latrille to start an
investigation and sack him.'4

After much analysis, extensive reading, and listening to passionate lvorian community
members, | came to the realisation that in 1960, those who were on the rise in public life
included Jean Konan Banny, Camille Alliali, Henri Konan Bédié, Aoussou Koffi, and
Antoine Konan Kanga.'*® They are all from Houphouét’s ethnic group. As Grah Mel
suggests, Banny was Minister for defence, while Alliali and Bédié Koffi were respectively
Ambassadors in Paris, Washington and Roma-}4® Kanga was central mayor of Abidjan which
is composed of four districts. Among those four districts, two were headed by two Baoulé
Delegates. Joseph Attoungbré was running the Adjamé district and Kouassi Lenoir was in
charge of Treichville.'>°

In addition to this, Aoussou Koffi who was Minister of transport in 1986 and formerly CEO
of the multinational airline Air Afrique was Houphouét’s nephew.’® Nevertheless,
Houphouét had declared he would never appoint any of his children nor nephews in the
government cabinet.’>? Whether it is in politics or business, Houphouét’s family is the most
influential family in Cote d’Ivoire. For example, one of his sons Guillaume Houphouét has
been prospering in business for many years, with the construction of the prestigious building

called JECEDA in the Central Business District (CBD) of Abidjan, Plateau.>?

147 Grah Mel, 2003, pp. 441-444.

148 Interview with Respondent “T” and “S” in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire on 29 June 2012; Interview with
Respondent “M,” Abidjan, Céte d’Ivoire on 27 June 2012.

149 Grah Mel 2010 a, L épreuve du pouvoir, p. 221; Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, Personal Rule in Black
Africa, (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1982), pp. 144.

150 Grah Mel 2010 a, L ’épreuve du pouvoir, pp.219-223.

151 Jean-Francois Bayart, The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly (London and New York: Longram, 1993),
p. 201; AP News Archive, “President announces kidnapped Minister’s return,” 21 August 1987, available at
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/1987/President-Announces-Kidnapped-Minister-s-Return/id-
5f5865589ec49c2492ea882b7h7344fa (accessed 17 June 2013).

152 Grah Mel 2010 a, L 'épreuve du pouvoir, pp. 402-403.

153 JECEDA was named after his three children Jean, Cécile and David; See La Lettre du Continent, “Ces
familles qui régnent @ Abidjan,” no 664, available at http://www.africaintelligence.fr/LC-/pouvoirs-et-
reseaux/politique/2013/07/31/ces-familles-qui-regnent-a-abidjan,107971686-ART.
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At least in this context, he ensured that Guillaume Houphouét stayed in the private sector,
perhaps knowing that government jobs in Cote d’Ivoire were not well paid. Although his
nephew Daouda Thiam was natural resources Adviser to the presidency in Cote d’Ivoire,
other nephews are in the private sector. For example, Abdel Aziz continues his career with
Nicotrans (Cars and Transportation) and Tidiane Thiam remained the Chief Executive of
Prudential Insurance Company based in London until 1 June 2015.%%

Like many post-independent countries of sub-Saharan Africa, Cote d’Ivoire under the
leadership of Houphouét was characterised by some form of neo-patrimonialism and personal
rule. Although in theory Houphouét’s regime was expected to go ahead with the full
development of the Ivorian institutions, in practice, Houphouét manipulated Ivorian
resources, accumulated his fortune and consolidated his power. For the late Ivorian Writer
and political Activist, Ahamadou Kourouma, Houphouét was a “dictator; a respectable, write-
haired old man, grown ruddy, first of all by corruption and then by age and much
sagacity.”'* Houphouét had dominated Ivorian politics until his death in 1993.

Clientelism and the Gon Case

From 1960 to 1993, Houphouét treated selected family, the Gon from the north, very well by
giving them ministerial portfolios or key public servants positions as a sign of recognition of
their loyalty to him when he made his political debut - allowing him to win their ethnic votes.
That was because Houphouét found help through patriarch Pelefero Gon Coulibaly who gave
him full support during his national parliamentary life in 1960.1%

As a very talented spiritual leader, patriarch Gon Coulibaly anticipated the triumph of the

RDA ideology, while among many other ethnic groups, especially the Akan group, the RDA

154 |_a Lettre du Continent, “Ces familles qui régnent a Abidjan,” no. 664, available at
http://www.africaintelligence.fr/LC-/pouvoirs-et-reseaux/politique/2013/07/31/ces-familles-qui-regnent-a-
abidjan,107971686-ART.

155 In Carrol Coates 2007, A Fictive History of Cote d’Ivoire: Kourouma and “Fouphouai,’’ Research in African
Literatures, 38.2, (Summer 2007), Indiana University Press, p. 124.

156 See Grah Mel, 2010 b, Félix Houphouét-Boigny la fin et la suite, p.223.
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lacked support. Nonetheless, if the historical Korhogo meeting between Houphouét the
political leader of the emancipation movement the RDA and the spiritual chief of the people
from the north resulted in a pact between the two of them, - one could argue that it was to
ensure the succession of his children and grandchildren to the throne in order to manage his
territory, and mos