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SUMMARY

This thesis traces the processes by which Irish residents in the County of Stanley
made the transition into becoming South Australians, and the ways in which they
made an impact on the community between 1841 and 1871. Stanley, proclaimed in
1842, was the colony’s most Irish area by 1861. Additional features differentiating
this county included the founding role of Irishman Edward Burton Gleeson, the early
and distinctive presence of the Catholic Church (linked particularly to the 1848 arrival
of Austrian Jesuits), and the benefits derived from Stanley’s proximity to the Burra
copper mine. The research has examined the nature of the Irish imprint by the early
1870s.

The evidence presented here shows that Stanley’s Irish population did not
replicate the colonial pattern in terms of county of origin. There were small pockets of
Protestant Irish among the visible clustering of the Irish Catholic majority, there was
strong Irish involvement at all levels of politics and there was clear commitment to
education. Churches, schools and one Loyal Orange Lodge were constructed in the
county. There was evidence of networking amongst Irishmen alongside staunch
disagreements, status was ascribed to a few Irish individuals as Justices of the Peace,
and to more, as spokesmen for the community, success was visible in the lives of
many. This was paralleled by economic failure — ordinariness does sum up the lives of
many in these decades.

The thesis sets out to uncover and document the process of Irish immigrants
becoming South Australians and concludes that by the early 1870s the Stanley Irish
cohort were indeed becoming South Australians, but that they also maintained a

powerful hold on being Irish. The task of fully becoming South Australian awaited



future generations. The Irish generation which contributed to Stanley’s shaping and
development in its first three decades died or dispersed, and this region (despite the
fame of the Irish-named Clare Valley for wine-growing), is no longer noted for its
Irish heritage. Did the strong Irish imprint dissipate after1870 because the early Irish

had indeed become South Australians and journeyed further?
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INTRODUCTION; THEORY AND METHODOLOGY
Theory

History as a discipline interests a range of people. It attracts those seeking information
about their family, others pursuing some understanding of the past as a bigger picture
and, at a different level, academic historians. It has been suggested that demarcation
lines have separated more conventional historical methods from those typically
employed by family or “generational historians”.! The development of interactive
dialogue between these two wings has been limited by inherited and often mutually
excluding perceptions. Yet the potential in both approaches has much to offer all
historians. Strictly conventional accounts of colonial history show the Irish in South
Australia’s County of Stanley have occupied a marginal place” and so a different
approach was required in order to do justice to the topic. The intersection of public
and private records forms the pivotal point of this research.

This juxtapositioning of sources reveals links and connections and enables the
application of basic prosopographical techniques. As Richards said in 1980 “The very
essence of prosopography is to discover the links and connections between
people...”* This approach —“collective biography” — can highlight previously

unexamined relationships between Irish immigrants, showing associations via

! While this has often been commented on, little seems to be changing: see for example Eric Richards,
“Genealogy and the New Social History” in The Proceedings of The Second Australian Congress in
Genealogy and Heraldry, Adelaide, 1980, 49-53, Taylor and Crandall (eds) Generations and Change:
Genealogical Perspectives in Social History, Mercer University Press, 1986 and Elizabeth Shown
Mills, “Genealogy in the “Information Age”: History’s New Frontier?” in National Genealogical
Society Quarterly: Centennial Issue, December 2003, 260-277. Mills defines Generational History as
an “interdisciplinary study of the development of individual families across generations — analysing the
dynamics of ethnicity, intermarriage, status, and migration in economic, legal and social contexts.”

* Elizabeth Milburn, Clare 1840-1900: Changing Elites within a South Australian Community,
unpublished MA Thesis, University of Adelaide, 1978 and Robert J Noye, Clare: A District History,
Investigator Press, Adelaide, 1980, represent the two most detailed studies on Clare, Stanley’s central
township. Irish attract passing and minimal coverage in both. In January 2005 Milburn produced an
“index of people’s names appearing in [her] thesis”; this includes 24 Stanley Irish-born (or
descendants) with most extensive references to EB Gleeson, John Hope, William Lennon and PP Gillen
MP. Noye’s index includes one reference to Ireland and 15 to early Irish residents.

3 Richards, “Genealogy”, 51.
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nomination, residence and transience or persistence in an area. Incorporating the
“precise, meticulous, detailed investigation into genealogical connections”,” the study
of Irish who chose Stanley between 1841 and 1871 can portray colonial “history in a
microcosm”.” The lives of Stanley’s Irish families to date have largely been unknown.
Many questions can be asked about them — whether or not they were “sojourners or
settlers”, how they negotiated “the processes of acculturation and assimilation”,
whether they preserved “cultural traits and national loyalties.”.® Answers to such
questions will contribute to a deeper understanding, not only of colonial history but of
the experience of Irish migration to South Australia, and of migration in general.

The methodology has also been informed by a focus on cultural theory, a small
area of post-colonial theory. Questions about the lives of Stanley’s Irish cohort are
examined in the framework generated by concepts of social and cultural capital.
Cultural capital has been explored most prominently in recent years by Pierre
Bourdieu, but developed much earlier in the twentieth century.” Cultural capital
provides insights about ‘social glue’; it incorporates knowledge, skill, education and
the possession of advantages which endow greater status in society.® Social capital
has been defined as “the investment in the form of institutions, relationships,
voluntary activity and communications that shape the quality and quantity of social
interactions within a community”.’ In the developing pioneer region of Stanley, the
growth and operation of social capital or “networks of solidarity” can be viewed.

Possessing the social capital or explicit advantages of being Irish in a locality shaped

* Ibid, 52.

> Mills, “Genealogy in the “Information Age”, 260.

% Sue Fawn Chung, “Tracing the History of Chinese American Families” in History Methodology, Vol
339, No 4, Fall, 2006, 195.

7 Robert D Putnam (ed.), Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary
Society, OUP, New York, 2004, 4-5.

¥ Cited in R Harker, “Education and Social Capital” in R Harker, C Mahar, & C Wilkes, An
Introduction to the Work of Pierre Bourdieu: the Practice of Theory, Macmillan Press, London, 1990,
13.

? Macquarie Dictionary, 1338.
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by an Irish founder suggests potential for obvious advantages to early residents.
Extending the concept of social capital, Robert Putnam discriminates between
‘bonding’ and ‘bridging’ social capital. The former relates to the coming together of
“people who are like one another in important respects (ethnicity, age, gender, social
class...)”. The latter describes networks “that bring together people who are unlike

one another.”!’

This distinction enables social capital to be examined more closely.
Cohesive networks among the Irish may be seen to “provide crucial social and
psychological support for [some] members of the community*, but as potentially
having a negative impact on the wider society. Narrow, vertical interest groups may
focus only on their goals to the exclusion of wider community issues. As the more
potent form, bridging social capital, if emerging, can contribute to greater social
cohesion in a community.'"

The connections between social and cultural capital are crucial to this study. The
extent to which the emerging networks of solidarity in Stanley were open to the
incorporation of Irish cultural capital is central to this study. Bourdieu argues that
individuals can embody cultural capital but such capital can also be associated with
individuals’ possessions or by their credentials being acknowledged.'? In 1841
Stanley represented a social relationships vacuum; by 1871 the county had evolved
socially in response to population growth and economic diversification. Examining
the early years of the county provides new colonial insights as Irish immigrants

interacted with a variety of nationalities, all endeavouring to construct networks and

establish themselves as participants in a young colony. Deciding if the Irish had

' putnam, Democracies in Flux, 11.

" This research will utilise a range of interchangeable terms to refer to ‘social capital’ as it operated in
Stanley. These terms will include prestige, influence, social standing , status, group membership, social
relationships, social cohesion, networks of influence and support, social network connections,
community cohesion and supportive frameworks.

12 Harker, “Education and Social Capital”, 13.
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become South Australians by 1871, and if they had relinquished their Irish identity in
this process, are crucial questions examined by this thesis.

Determining the processes by which incoming Irish acclimatised to the colony,
accustomed themselves to the antipodean lifestyle, moulded their families, chose their
marriage partners, ' adjusted their religious behaviour and moved from immigrant to
colonist — becoming “South Australians’ — underpins this research. This study
examines the lives of Irish colonists resident in the County of Stanley between 1841
and 1871and the ways they affected the county. During these decades the region
developed from a tiny pioneering pastoral outpost of 83 inhabitants to a county of
9785 residents.

Chapter One provides background information about the county and its
emergence as well as an overview of its development in these decades. '

Chapter Two focuses on the county’s handful of Irish residents in the 1840s.
Edward Burton Gleeson was the most prominent, but other Irish followed,
contributing to the nucleus which attracted priestly visits from 1844. The chapter’s
focus includes beginnings — of hamlets, churches, schools, hotels — and the emergence
of primitive administrative infrastructure, presence of police and the court. Late in the
decade, as the broader effect of copper finds at Burra became more evident, the
County of Stanley, proclaimed in 1842, responded to the mining stimulus.

Chapter Three charts the participation of Irish colonists in Stanley’s
development during the 1850s. Population growth, local government structures plus

additional layers of administration all measured county progress. Gleeson’s founding

"> Examination of marriage patterns in this cohort will be limited to those who came as single adults — a
wider focus on the children of emigrating couples is beyond the scope of this study.

'* Chapters on the 1840s, 1850s and 1860s are preceded by a brief biographical profile, then a
photograph, of Irishmen who located to Stanley in those decades and who could be considered as
exemplifying important themes. In addition, these chapters open with a Preamble, a scene-setting
device which provides some dimensions of the decade at a colonial level and raises some aspects
developed in more detail in the chapter.
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role was variously acknowledged, formally and informally. The pathways to local and
colonial self government provided opportunities for Irish participation and
disagreement. Economically, pastoral interests were matched by Burra mining-related
opportunities attracting Irish carters (and some miners) to the region, providing
markets for agricultural produce and ensuring population growth. Sevenhill, the
northern hub of Catholicism'®, represented a parallel attraction for many Irish; the
Jesuits established a network of churches and Mass centres in and beyond Stanley,
they also supported an educational structure in the county. The 1855 establishment of
an Irish Servant Depot in Clare evoked widespread community support.

Chapter Four examines Irish-born residents in the 1860s. At that time, their
proportion in Stanley reached almost 15 per cent, making the county the most Irish
area of South Australia. This was a transitional decade, encompassing Gleeson’s death
in early 1870 and the county’s population peak in 1871. Local government developed
further; a Stanley Irishman was briefly in parliament, and political issues created
fierce divisions. Sevenhill’s clerics continued to minister to the Catholic Irish and
greater numbers of children attended schools often staffed by Irishmen or Sisters of St
Joseph. The economic cycle challenged many Irish farmers — the combined impact of
mining decline at Burra and widespread depression led to insolvency struggles for
many and difficulties for most. Land legislation in 1869 finally presented more
realistic purchasing opportunities to Stanley’s Irish farmers; decisions about moving

north signalled the imminent decline of the county’s Irish core.

Methodology

The research required a starting point to identify the county’s Irish-born residents. The

Keain Index in the State Library of South Australia, and the Sevenhill Student List

' The Jesuits established a network of Churches and Mass centres in and beyond Stanley, See ‘Map of
the Jesuit Mission to South Australia 1848-1901’, 53 below.
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from St Aloysius College provided an initial framework of Irish names.'® During the
1970s genealogist Maurice Keain indexed South Australia’s Catholic papers from
1867 to 1945 for birth, marriage and death details. ' This index (available at the State
Library of South Australia) was accessed for all Irish names associated with the
county of Stanley. The Jesuit educational institution, St Aloysius College, operated
from 1856 to 1886. Its student list was derived from sparse College records (not
specific enrolment details), published awards lists, performances, and occasional class
groups; the list was used to extract names for this research. The combination of these
two sources enabled the gradual construction of a nucleus of families likely to have
resided in the county. Details noted in the Keain Index often included Irish counties of
origin, emigration details, and reference to additional family members. Despite the
Student List providing 359 names, some with years of attendance, and fewer with
places of residence, limitations are inherent. As a record it is incomplete, and
repetition of surnames such as Ryan (10 entries which include 3 Michaels) present
difficulties and, moreover, must be considered in the light of contemporary revision.'®
Additional student names have been identified through this research, some
independently from newspapers, and others from family histories.

Very few Irish family histories have been published in South Australia. ' Given

that in 1861 this group comprised 10 per cent of the colonial population, scope exists

' In 1978 Father FJ Dennet SJ compiled a list largely inclusive of students after 1862. He notes that
“the records are perhaps defective at times.” Copy held in SLSA, referred to here as ‘Sevenhill Student
List.’

"7 The Keain Index has been available since 1980.

' In 2006 the original list was reduced to 321 by Father (now Bishop) Greg O’Kelly. The basis for this
is unclear.

' See 27-8 below for the most significant histories. Other published works include: A Roger Smyth,
Settlers of a Sunburnt Country: The Smyth Family History, Peacock Publications, Adelaide, 1982,
Maureen Kaczan, The Garrett Hannan Story: An Account of the Lives of Garrett and Mary Hannan
and their descendants to the fourth generation in Australia from 1837 to 1987, Adelaide 1987,
Dominic Michael Kelly, Kelly’s of Killark: A Family History, Seaview Press, Adelaide, 2001.
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for further publications.*® Locating family accounts and gaining access to private
records has proved stimulating and illuminating.?' Connections discovered reveal
both Irish network bonds and forgotten or unknown family relationships.22

The adult cohort forming the basis of this study and derived from the range of
sources discussed above includes 626 Irish-born adults.” However, many couples
arrived with children and others started families in the decades researched. Tracking
of families within or beyond Stanley was possible through accessing birth, death,**
marriage and cemetery records (showing places of residence). Baptismal records
located some families choosing not to use civil registration. Additional sources of
great value included the 1863 Bernard Smyth Index,” Bishop John Henry Norton’s
Census,”° and details of Archdiocesan donations from the Southern Cross of June
1899.%" Names and locations within all three enabled cross-checking of some
individuals, families and places of residence. Local and church histories added details

of some families, the former occasionally showing Irish county of origin and dates of

% The South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society (SAGHS) holds a number of unpublished
manuscripts relating to Irish South Australians put together by local family historians.

2 For example, descendants of Simon Dollard, Patrick Dowd and Dan Sullivan have private,
unpublished material relating to early aspects of these families in South Australia.

2 For example, Patrick Leo, son of Patrick Kelly (Co Clare-born and immigrant with parents in 1852),
a prolific letter writer, wrote on February 2" 1904 (as a priest stationed at Port Lincoln) to his sister in
Mintaro about visiting a local family named Liddy. They were not only related to his own family, but
also to Michael Kelly of Booborowie and Patrick O’Brien of Manoora. These relationships were
unknown to contemporary descendants.

 Parallel to the predominantly Catholic Irish cohort of 595 largely derived from the combination of
the Keain Index and the Sevenhill Student List, some 25 Protestant Irish Stanley residents have been
identified and their lives included. Local histories, newspapers and death certificates were all sources
for their residency. It has not proved possible to identify the background of all marriage partners in the
group. No individuals were included without their verification as ‘authentic’ Irish immigrants.

* Registration of births, deaths and marriages were defective; in 1854 RR Torrens as Registrar General
estimated that up to half of all entries were inaccurate. SAPP, 1854, 49, 2.

* Three thousand Catholics signed a petition in 1863 about the situation of education in South
Australia. In 1988, Brother Rory Higgins located the original in the SA Parliamentary Library and
transcribed the signatures, linking them where possible to parish communities of the time. He indicates
those who signed, those whose signatures were witnessed, enabling basic literacy assessment as well as
family locations.

*% The bishop’s 1884 (and beyond) Census details are included as an Appendix by Margaret Press in
her text — John Henry Norton 1855-1923. Bishop of Railways, Wakefield Press, Adelaide, 1993, 127-
151. This material provided invaluable detail of locations beyond Stanley. See Table Twenty Five, 261-
3 below.

%" High levels of debt led to Archbishop O’Reily instituting a campaign for donations; names and
amounts were published in district groups enabling further checking of individuals and locations.
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land acquisition. The Biographical Index of South Australia (BISA) emerged as a
crucial starting reference point for many families.?® This publication provided a level
of baseline data against which further information could be evaluated. (Discovering
its errors was merely a confirmation of the value of its certainties.) Internal cross
checking of BISA sometimes provided missing material about an individual by
examining the record of their offspring. State Directories such as those published
annually by Sands and McDougall, Electoral Lists and District Council Rate Books
all indicated locations. Identifying details of residence and occupations (typically
from State Directories) was critical in the process of determining whether cohort
members were transient or persisted in Stanley.

Events, legislation and public decisions shaping the context of life between 1841
and 1871 have been examined. The chronological framework of the decades within
which the colony developed and Stanley was proclaimed and grew represents an
essential backdrop for these Irish lives. A raft of legislative areas imposed a shape on
Stanley: for example land policies, local government, railways, voting and
parliamentary representation. Irish residents at times opposed or supported these
measures and their reported public responses exemplify changing attitudes and
allegiances.

With some regularity inhabitants were compulsorily counted and increasingly
complex aspects of their lives measured. Census details and relevant parliamentary
material, petitions, select committees and inquiries, for example, identify areas of
Irish lives. Public sources such as the Government Gazette, lists of Justices of the
Peace, local Memorials relating to particular issues and land records all contribute to

information available about some individuals. Similar levels of detail about some

%% This publication’s limitations are acknowledged by SAGHS.
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Stanley residents, potentially more volatile in impact than other official sources,
found exposure through court reporting. Here, newspapers performed their critical, if,
at times sensational, function in providing information about disputes or alleged
crimes.

Newspaper accounts represent different levels of insight: local, colonial, secular
and religious. Overall, life in Stanley received brief, inconsistent coverage in
Adelaide’s press; the county lacked any close, local examination until the emergence
in 1869 of the Northern Argus. Significantly, the colony had no Catholic paper until
1867— a similarly limiting factor. News selection and interpretation reflect bias; thus
research that relies on newspapers requires constant vigilance. Various Catholic
records, in particular the first bishop’s journal, added depth to understanding the early
years of the Catholic Church in South Australia. However, the process of
interconnecting public and private records reveals gaps, some considerable.

There are likewise significant gaps in the lives of some cohort members of the
study. There are some acknowledged and generic absences in the material. For
example, the research, by necessity, largely bypasses the lives of these individuals in
Ireland; the focus is life in Stanley after disembarkation. Counties of origin are
unknown for 185 (29.5 per cent) of the cohort of 626, while for 231 persons (36.9 per
cent) their year of colonial arrival eludes certainty. After 1908 all South Australian
death certificates include birth locations and number of years spent in the colony; this
administrative change enabled greater certainty about county of origin and year of
arrival for a proportion of the cohort. However, for 74 or 11.8 per cent of the group

under study, their year of actual arrival in Stanley remains uncertain; similarly the
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date of departure from the county is unclear for 116 or 18.5 per cent. Less than 4 per
cent of the cohort, or 24 adults, vanish from the records.”

From this research, factors which contributed to Stanley’s Irish colonists
becoming South Australians (as defined on Page 14), as well as those assisting the
retention of their ‘Irishness’, were identified. Individual lives may have displayed
constellations of these factors without all factors being present.

Factors that combined to demonstrate colonial identification included:

e choosing to remain in the colony when other options were available;

e learning the landscape and identifying with the location;

¢ networking — accessing social capital — both bonding and bridging;

e displaying (and acquiring) cultural capital;

e negotiating Catholicism within a different Church context, combining
familiarity with overt differences;

e establishing connections and support structures by non-Catholic Irish;

e participating in local and colonial political affairs;

e displaying personal qualities — entrepreneurial, risk-taking, persevering,
resilient;

e experiencing extrinsic ‘success’ - in land acquisition, farming, status positions,
and/or intrinsic Catholic-oriented ‘success’ in personal life — marriage,
children, demonstrated religious commitment;

e recovering and restarting via community or other support after experiencing
‘difficulties’ personally, economically or agriculturally;

e encouraging/supporting other Irish to emigrate;

¥ Adelaide Hospital and Destitute Asylum records provided a ‘last known date’ for some; cemetery
records revealed unregistered deaths of some partners; occasionally remarriage explained the
‘disappearance’ of women. Leaving the colony sometimes seemed the only explanation.
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e being accepted as Irish.
On the other hand, factors that showed the preservation of Irish identification
included:

e networking — accessing bonding social capital;

e participating in Church structures;

e choosing colonial locations enabling connection with other Irish colonists;

e mentoring role of significant Irishmen;

e acknowledging Ireland publicly by prominent Irishmen in parallel with colonial

admiration;

e marrying endogamously;

e incorporating overt Irish symbols and customs into daily life;

e encouraging migration of family and others from home areas of Ireland;

¢ unifying in face of perceived challenge to Irish colonists;

e supporting other Irish colonists.
The amalgamation of all the sources contributed to a complex family reconstruction
process. And so a detailed pattern emerged which established where particular
families or individuals belonged, with whom they interacted, providing some
evidence of their place on the continuum of South Australian and/or Irish
commitment. That there were networking processes operating between Irish
individuals in these decades became very clear when examining the wider evidence.
The focus on marriage patterns among Irish marrying in the colony provides a

measure of assimilation in these decades; documenting both exogamous and
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endogamous marriages in Stanley suggests limited interaction between denominations
and nationalities.”

Examining factors as diverse as demography, individual influence, status,
county administration, political engagement, economic behaviour, social interaction,
educational participation, religious patterns and cultural dimensions in Stanley, this
study establishes the extent to which Irish residents had impact on, or a noticeable
effect on, the county. The research answers some questions about where this Stanley
cohort merges into the bigger picture of Irish colonists participating in South
Australia’s mid-nineteenth century life. It demonstrates dimensions of what it was like
to be Irish in nineteenth century South Australia, “the actual effect upon human lives”

of being Irish residents in Stanley.’'

%0 This marriage research is limited to first generation immigrants; tracking the patterns of the children
of those couples who came with large families was beyond the feasibility of this study. In the context
of this research, exogamous incorporates both individuals marrying non-Irish spouses as well as those
who married beyond their religious group while endogamous includes marriage between Irish and/or
within religious denomination.

31 Mills, “Genealogy in the “Information Age”, 260.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Writing in 1969, Greg Tobin asserted that “No coherent body of literature exists to
place the Irish in their colonial context and assess the distinctiveness of their
contribution to an emerging Australian ethos.”! Four decades later this statement is
less compelling because more of the national picture has been sketched in depth, and
the shape of the various colonial contributions has been partially laid out. Yet there is
a sense in Tobin’s following claim of a point which continues to have resonance: the
Irish, he argued, “have been seen as a group of secondary importance, often to be
found on the periphery of large and significant events...” Geoffrey Bolton
commented similarly that the Irish story “came to be seen as a sideline...of no
particular relevance to mainstream interpretations of the Australian past.”” These
statements can certainly be applied to the story of South Australia’s Irish as well as to
other states, although Patrick O’Farrell argued for a very different role.” Globally, the
volume of analysis of Irish emigration has expanded greatly since Tobin’s research.
Within this writing there is a constant theme: a plea for more comparative, regional
and local studies.’ There seems to have been a much greater urgency among scholars
to uncover more detailed local examples of the international pattern. Malcolm
Campbell’s 2008 focus on the specifics of a comparison between Irish experiences in

America and Australia sketches the “diversity of Irish immigrant experience in

' GM Tobin, Sea-Divided Gael: The Irish Home Rule Movement in Victoria and New South Wales
21 880-1916, unpublished MA thesis, Australian National University, 1969, Introduction.

Ibid.
? Geoffrey Bolton “The Irish in Australian Historiography” in Colm Kiernan (ed.) Australia and
Ireland 1788-1988: Bicentenary Essays, Gill and Macmillan, Dublin, 1986, 12.
* Patrick O’Farrell, The Irish in Australia, New South Wales University Press, Sydney, 1986, 10-21.
> See for example Andy Bielenberg (ed.), The Irish Diaspora, Longman, London, 2000, 2.
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different regional settings”; his exploration of different environments in terms of their
influence on Irish lives and experience presupposes comprehensive local research.®
The work of O’Farrell arguably identifies him as the individual who
documented most visibly for Irish Australians that place identified by Tobin as having
been denied them.’ His approach was both a national one — inscribing the Irish role
across the country — and one which explored the Irish and Catholic interconnections.®
His strongest claim was that the Irish have been at the dynamic heart of Australian
history® — “an internal energizing element” not a “separatist or alienated revolutionary
force.”'® Oliver MacDonagh’s identification of the Irish as a “founding people” —
early and persistent participants in the nation’s development due to their numerical
weight — positions him near O’Farrell."" Chris McConville’s approach focusing
mostly on Eastern Australia, aimed to move beyond myths of the “quintessential Irish
character” participating in all major epochs, to examine generally “how the Irish
responded to life in the colonies.”'? Other historians such as Malcolm Campbell insist
that real understanding of the national picture is impossible without in depth regional

studies such as his in south-west New South Wales.'® In South Australia, Ann

¢ Malcolm Campbell, Ireland’s New World: Immigrants, Politics and Society in the United States and
Australia 1815-1922, University of Wisconsin Press, Wisconsin, 2008, ix.

7 O’Farrell’s published work on Australia’s Irish and the Catholic Church suggest his importance in
exploring these dimensions of Australia’s history. See for example, The Catholic Church in Australia:
A Short History 1788-1867, Documents in Australian Catholic History 1788-1968, The Catholic
Church and Community in Australia. A History, and Letters from Irish Australia 1825-1929.

¥ O’Farrell, The Irish, 8, 17, 184.

? Ibid, 9-19.

"% Ibid, 16.

" Oliver MacDonagh, “The Irish in Australia: A General View”" in Colm Kiernan (ed.), Australia and
Ireland 1788-1988, Bicentenary Essays, Gill and Macmillan, Dublin, 1986, 170.

'2 Chris McConville, Croppies, Celts & Catholics: The Irish in Australia, Edward Arnold (Australia),
Melbourne, 1987, 6.

"3 Malcolm Campbell, The Kingdom of the Ryans: The Irish in Southwest New South Wales 1816-1890,
UNSW Press, Sydney, 1997, 10.
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Herraman’s focus on Mount Barker’s Irish community represents an important and
isolated example of a detailed regional study.'*

Herraman’s research evaluates the processes by which some early Irish moved
from labourers or tenant farmers towards landowning in the Adelaide Hills, and the
ways that the Church supported the often struggling Irish community, and vice versa.
Marriage and baptismal records demonstrated the relatively uncomplicated local
integration of numbers of ‘Irish servant girls’ who arrived in 1848 or 1855, part of
two unanticipated influxes which precipitated wide colonial concerns. Public
celebrations of Irish identity — Hibernian Society picnics — were portrayed as
significant community events.'” Her conclusion that the “Sisters of St Joseph ensured
that both education and Irish culture were sustained among the Catholic population”
underlined the value of a regional study focusing on this nationality.'® Her findings
raise questions about whether and how these goals were achieved in the colony prior
to the foundation of this religious order in 1866-7. This thesis addresses the question
by focussing on another very Irish area, the County of Stanley. It provides the
opportunity to examine a similar set of questions between 1841 and 1871.

Three main categories of sources cover South Australia’s Irish history: firstly,
published family histories, then histories focusing on the role of the Catholic Church,
and finally academic research. There are few well documented and comprehensive
family accounts covering the background and lives of early colonial Irish: The

Dempsey Family History, first published in 1933"7, and the Fitzgerald History of

'Y Ann Herraman, “Irish Settlers Beyond the Tiers: Mount Barker, South Australia 1836-1886” in The
Australian Journal of Irish Studies, Vol 1, 2001.

" Ibid, 42-3.

1% Ibid, 48.

17 Joseph Dempsey, The Dempsey Family History, Adelaide, 1933.
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1986,'® are notable exceptions. Works by Margaret Press fully utilized Church
archival records; she was commissioned to write the two volume history of the
Catholic Church in conjunction with the state’s sesqui-centenary in 1986. These and
other works by Press have contributed a solid base for understanding the role of local
Irish clergy and laity generally.'® Her research demonstrates that despite the
vicissitudes of insufficient clergy, dysfunctional individuals, factions and poverty, a
scattered flock was wielded into a largely Irish Church structure. Because family
history and church-related publications have been limited, more weight is placed on
writing in the academic domain. Irish South Australia attracted some research interest
from the late 1970s to the mid 1990s. This was finely balanced around quite a small
number of sources which nevertheless have withstood the test of time — and until
Herraman’s work and the 2009 publication by Marie Steiner, Servants Depots in
colonial South Australia,”’ little new had emerged for some years.”'

Steiner’s work focuses specifically on the depots established in 1855 in
response to the over-supply of (largely) young Irish women. Using government
records and newspaper accounts, the book details the processes of depot establishment
in Adelaide and seven country areas, the operation of the Female Immigration Board
(on which there were three Irishmen) and outlines the history of each site.?* The
account provides details of some young women — the combined impact of their

vulnerability and dependence in a young society is powerfully evident. Many

'8 Matt Fitzgerald, Irish Pioneers of South Australia: The F itzgeralds, The Fitzgerald Book Committee,
Adelaide, 1986.

19 Margaret Press, From Our Broken Toil: South Australian Catholics 1836-1906, Archdiocese of
Adelaide, 1986, Colour and Shadow, South Australian Catholics 1906-1962, Archdiocese of Adelaide,
1991 and John Henry Norton.

2" Marie Steiner, Servants Depots in Colonial South Australia, Wakefield Press, Adelaide, 2009.

*! This is not to suggest that other aspects of South Australian history have been overlooked. The
publication of Brian Dickey’s, Rations, Residences, Resources. A History of Social Welfare in South
Australia since 1836, Wakefield Press, Adelaide, 1986, and Peter Howell’s, South Australia and
Federation, Wakefield Press, Adelaide, 2002 provide two examples of comprehensive accounts.

2 Depots were established at Willunga, Clare, Robe, Gawler, Encounter Bay, Mount Barker and
Kapunda.
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administrative, press and local responses to these Irish women suggest a colony
struggling to respond adequately, if not prejudice.

The works of Woodburn (Pruul), Richards and Nance recur in researching
aspects of Irish South Australia. Other more peripheral examinations of colonial Irish
questions focus on emigration issues,” or relate to the endeavours of individual
Irishmen** — Kingston® or Torrens”, — or St Patrick’s Day.*’ Such studies raise
questions about why other Irish lives remain untold. Without research knowledge,
generalisations about Irish moving immediately to rural areas, clustering in cities or
achieving either wealth or penury cannot really be substantiated. Clearly it has been,
as Nance wrote in 1978, “less easy to identify” Irish influence on South Australia in
comparison to Eastern Australia. There he judged the impact on “Australia’s cultural
and political development during the nineteenth century” to have been profound.
However to then dismiss the Irish impact on South Australia’s social and cultural
development as “seemingly slight” points more to differences between Irish
populations in the two regions.28 This research seeks to examine the impact of Irish
immigrants when they constitute more of a critical mass as they did in Stanley — a
colonial high of 10 per cent (South Australia in 1861) represents different potential for

impact than a county high of almost 15 per cent (Stanley in 1861).

3 peter Moore, “Half-Burnt Turf: Selling Emigration from Ireland to South Australia, 1836-1845” in
Philip Bull, Chris McConville & Noel McLachlan (eds), Irish Australian Studies: Papers Delivered at
the Sixth Irish Australia Conference, Latrobe University, 1991,103-119.

* Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB) coverage of other early Irish-born colonists includes
members of the Bagot and Cudmore families, Governor Dominick Daly, Patrick McMahon Glynn, and
the O’Halloran brothers, Thomas Shuldam and William Littlejohn.

** Donald Langmead, Accidental Architect: The Life and Times of George Strickland Kingston,
Crossing Press, Sydney, 1994.

26 Peter Moore, ““Colonel Robert Torrens’, Some Bicentennial Observations” in JHSSA, 8 1980, 68-83.
*7 Clement Macintyre, “The Adelaide Irish and the Politics of St Patrick’s Day 1900-1918” in Rebecca
Phelan (ed.), Irish Australian Studies: Papers Delivered at the Seventh Irish Australian Studies
Conference, Crossing Press, Sydney, 1994,182-196.

% Christopher Nance, “The Irish in South Australia during the colony’s first four decades”, The
Journal of South Australian Historical Studies, No 5, 1978, 66-73.
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Much research to date emphasises the Irish cohorts in more populous colonies
of New South Wales and Victoria.” A pioneering work, such as Woodburn’s 1974
thesis which included South Australia in its eastern comparison, has provided many
subsequent scholars with detail and analysis of both press and parliamentary aspects
of immigration.30 Other factors such as the different founding frameworks, population
figures, the nature of clerical leadership as well as secular political development,
while illuminating important differences, have also narrowed the lens through which
local Irish have continued to be seen. Thus, from Woodburn’s valuable comparative
study there have emerged limiting judgements about the nature of Irish South
Australia. And although aspects of some individual Irish lives were interpolated into
this study (Dempsey and Gillen families for example) the balance of coverage
weighed heavily towards newspaper and more official commentary.®' And so
generalizations abounded; there was little evidence to challenge descriptions penned
to contrast South Australia against eastern neighbours, such as “a history of Irish

32 or of the Irish being a “small and unimportant community.”* Such claims

passivity
have generated questions for this research about the roles and participation of Irish in
Stanley. Embedded in Woodburn’s study lurks a critical point about the level of latent
opposition to Irish immigrants. She refers to “concerted and effective protest from the
general South Australian community” at times of high intake,** and to the absence of

. . . . . 4935
“real acceptance” which went unrecognized “except at times of abnormal crisis.”

% See for example the emphasis in O’Farrell, The Irish in Australia, and in McConville’s text. The
latter’s passing coverage of South Australia refers to Gleeson and his “old loyalties”; however,
referring to Gleeson’s path as smoothed by earlier Irish settlements and the Jesuits reveals a knowledge
chasm. See McConville, Croppies, 59.

3% Susan (Pruul) Woodburn, The Irish in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia 1788-1880,
Unpublished MA Thesis, The University of Adelaide, 1974.

3! See for example Ibid, 286-7, 307-312.

> Ibid, 337.

* Ibid, 301.

* Ibid, 304.

* Ibid, 381.
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Exploring this claim in the region of Stanley will enable greater clarity about Irish
colonial experience.

This county represented the northern outpost of settlement until the late 1860s;
the pastoral industry defined the shape of life in its first decades.’® Aspects of this
pioneering history have been written, slices of Clare’s history,”’ research about its
elites and power,38 material about the Hawkers north of Clare,* about the Bowmans
of Martindale Hall near Mintaro,** and a number of district histories.*' But the story
of the county remains untold, and neither the roles nor the impact of its Irish
population have been evaluated. This research is a response to those gaps. Thus long-
held notions about pastoral pioneers and the extent to which their success was
determined by both arrival time and assets, can be examined in terms of Stanley’s
Irish. An important study*” used quantitative analysis techniques to examine what
contributed to the success or failure of Cockburn’s Pastoral Pioneers.* Macklin’s
study is impressive, both in its critique of his historical and procedural limitations and

in its explanation of individual triumph or tragedy.** But the uses to which it has been

36 DW Meinig, On the Margins of the Good Earth. The South Australia Wheat Frontier 1869-1884,
Rigby Limited, Adelaide, 1976, provides a vital framework of understanding for processes of northern
settlement following the Strangways Act of 1869.

37 See for example Noye, Clare, and Talking History: Tales of Clare SA, Clare Regional History Group
Inc, Clare, 2003.

3 Milburn, ‘Clare 1840-1900: Changing Elites within a South Australian Community, see 6-25 for the
theoretical framework within which she examines the role of Clare’s elite. She defines the term ‘elite’
in a number of ways but always with the sense of it being “the highest social group in the town.”

3 James C Hawker, Early Experiences in South Australia, Libraries Board of South Australia,
Adelaide, 1975.

0 Elizabeth Warburton, The Bowmans of Martindale Hall, Department of Continuing Education,
University of Adelaide, 1981.

' See for example Alison Palmer, Head of the Rivers: A District History, Black Springs, Manoora,
Waterloo, Saddleworth Auburn District Council, 1992.

** Shirley M Macklin, Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia: A Quantitative Analysis, unpublished BA
Hons. Thesis, Flinders University, 1978.

2 Rodney Cockburn, Pastoral Pioneer of South Australia, Vol.1 and 2., Publishers Ltd, Adelaide, 1925
and 1927. The text was published after first appearing as articles in the Stock and Station Journal,
Cockburn then requested contributions from readers.

44Macklin, Pastoral Pioneers, 4-5, her criticisms included Cockburn’s amateur historian status, little
analysis, the reliance of most evidence on “anecdotes and unconfirmed statements” with sparse
verification, limited source acknowledgement, and the absence of a bibliography.
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>4 and as the

put “as the only systematic study of wealth in colonial South Australia,
means of validating the ‘success’ of other pastoralists, without qualification or
reference to Macklin’s comprehensive caveats means it is difficult to apply to the
study of the Irish in Stanley. Only two Irishman qualified in Eleanore William’s
examination of wealth in the Central Hill Country.46 From this approach, broader
questions emerge about what constitutes success and power, and how these can be
measured.

In a further example of significant research on the region, Milburn’s 1978
thesis on Clare’s changing elite virtually omitted Irish residents (apart from E.B.
Gleeson and John Hope) as having any role in the transition process from pastoral to
town-based power. The few Irish mentioned are covered only in brief text or footnote
references. *’ In 1871 Stanley was a county with a predominance of Catholics: 28 per
cent compared to 23 per cent Anglican.*® This was in direct contrast to the pattern in
the rest of South Australia. Given the county’s profile of almost 15 per cent Irish-
born, as mentioned above, this thesis will examine some consequences of these
factors. Stanley’s unusual demographic profile receives passing comment only;49

questions about the roles and participation of the county’s significant Irish cohort in

its first three decades propel the current research.

* Eric Richards, “Irish life and progress in colonial South Australia” in Irish Historical Studies,
VoIXXVIIL, No 17, May 1991, 231. While the statement is strictly accurate, not acknowledging the
basis on which the ‘systematic’ study was developed reduces its impact.

% Eleanore Williams, A Way of Life, The Pastoral Families of the Central Hill Country of South
Australia, Adelaide University Union Press, 1980, 13. Williams utilizes Macklin’s general findings
about colonial wealth in relation to the Central Hill Country pastoralists but does not refer to her
Cockburn-related qualifications. Irishmen John Hope and Patrick Dowd receive brief mention only.
*7 See for example brief references to Peter Brady of Mintaro (excluding any mention of his Irish
background, early residence, economic or social success) in reference to 1857 opposition to the
Agricultural Society and his District Council election in Milburn, ‘Clare 1840-1900°, 68, 98-9.

* Stanley’s other major denominational groups were Wesleyan (17.8%), Presbyterian (6.8%), Bible
Christians (7.6%), Lutheran (3%) with Primitive Methodists (2.9%), Protestant Undefined (2%),
Baptists (1.8%), Congregationalists (1.2%), and with statistical representation together of 44%,
Methodist-New Connexion, Unitarian, Christian Brethren and the Society of Friends. Other religions
constituted 2%, 0.5 were Jewish, 2.6% objected to the question and 1.3% did not state their religion.
* Milburn, ‘Clare 1840-1900°, 47, 138-40, 159, 253, 282 and 359.
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Similarly, many important questions raised by Richards in 1991 about the
nineteenth century colonial population remain unanswered.’® Examining Irish lives in
Stanley before 1871 can suggest some answers. These questions include whether
those who moved north after 1869 were South Australian-born, constituting Richards’
‘second stage group”, whether there were disparate levels of residential persistence,
the volume of ‘colonial outflow’ and greater information about employment patterns.
Echoing McConville’s exhortation that “we need more local studies...of Irish success
and failure; local studies mindful of a broader pattern but still clearly focused on the
experiences of small groups of immigrants in the localities where they lived out their

»3! Richards has contributed much to understanding the colonial Irish

lives,
experience. Developing a more comprehensive explanation about colonial “Irish life
and progress” in the absence of regional studies presented challenges. An overview of
the lives of successful Irishmen, both early arrivals and later immigrants, provides a
crucial backdrop to his goal of “avoiding the automatic assumption of Irish
marginalization and remov[ing] us from the territory of national stereo‘[ypes.”52 Yet
the implications of statements made by both Richards and Nance that Irish settlement
patterns distinguished them from minorities like the Germans®> and led to their even
colonial distribution, await examination.>* The fact that high density Irish residential
patterns only lasted a generation may be true in Stanley™, but how and when did these

develop, in what ways was the county affected, and what factors precipitated their

change?

0 Eric Richards, “Paths of Settlement in Colonial South Australia” in Susan Marsden & Kerrie Round
(eds) Terowie Workshop: Exploring the History of South Australian Country Towns, Department of
History, University of Adelaide, 1991, 30, 36.

>! Chris McConville, Irish Australian Studies, 1990, 261, Bob Reece makes a similar point in “Writing
About the Irish in Australia” in John O’Brien & Pauric Travers (eds), The Irish Immigrant Experience
in Australia, Poolbeg Press, Dublin, 1991, 239.

>2 Eric Richards, “Irish Life and Progress...”, 235.

> Ibid, 232-3.

>4 Nance, “The Irish in South Australia...” 68.

> Richards, “Irish life and progress...” 233, fn 51.
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Statements about the colony’s Anglo-Scotch environment in relation to the Irish
minority shift subtly when census data about Scottish-born immigrants is examined.®
The highest colonial figure was 6.1 per cent in 1861, a decade later it was 4.4 per cent.
In contrast, Irish figures were 10 per cent and 7.7 per cent. Scrutiny of Stanley’s
population profile via census counts will identify nationality clusters as well as
statistical representation. These details will all contribute to a more meaningful
analysis of this “most Irish area of South Australia.””’

Other regional studies have much to contribute; Malcolm Campbell promotes
what he described as “an intensive regional approach.”*® He argued that historians
have tended to overlook ways that immigrant contributions may have varied between
regions, neglecting recognition of groups contributing differently in various
locations.”’ Campbell’s contention was that developing intensive regional studies
would allow “the internal chemistry of the immigrant society, the effect of
generational change within the migrant community, and the interaction of the Irish
with the broader population, [to] all be observed at a depth and a level of precision

. . . . 60
impossible in studies undertaken on a larger scale.”

His findings about south-
western New South Wales — that the “permanent clerical presence” of the Catholic
Church in the 1860s lagged decades behind the 1830s frontier — cannot be replicated
in this study.®' Church involvement in Stanley from 1844 followed by the Jesuit
arrival in 1848 ensured the early, visible presence of Catholicism. The two regions

were differentiated by colonization date, the convict factor and the specific profile of

Ned Ryan and his realm in New South Wales. Campbell refers to widespread

*0 Ibid, 216-7. The phrase “In the flood of Anglo-Scottish immigration...” ascribes greater significance
to Scottish numbers than can be supported.

37 Richards, “The importance of being Irish ...”, 101, fn 68.

*% Campbell, The Kingdom of the Ryans, 11.

* Ibid, 11-12.

“ Ibid.

* Ibid, 151.
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recognition of the “apathy and weakness of religious practice in frontier Australia.”®

Again the evidence in Stanley suggests another pattern as will be discussed later. But
his findings about the contribution and vibrancy of the Irish indicated some
insufficiency in previous explanations about ways that immigrant culture and identity
developed after arrival. Campbell asserted that the domination of a national focus in
research shrouded “the existence of wide variations in immigrant adjustment to

63 vv- . . . . i1qe .
% His regional perspective, like his focus on willing emigrants,**

colonial Australia.
suggests questions for this study of Irish who chose life in Stanley. In particular, his
discussion about the “complex negotiation between the Irish-born and their co-
regionists,” Irish identity formation and its lasting local impression raises crucial
issues for Stanley.®® More recently Campbell has reiterated the potential for
comparative regional studies to augment those of greater national emphasis. He
argues that these “open new possibilities for the intensive study of immigrant
communities and provide the opportunity to scrutinize that critical seam between
regional life and nation state where so many newcomers’ lives are indelibly
marked.”®® The County of Stanley, relatively densely Irish in these decades, provides
just such an opportunity for the intensive study of an Irish community.

The concept of diaspora has been a prominent mechanism for dealing with the

impact of Irish immigration on the ‘new societies’. Numbers of recent studies®” have

been critical of the unexamined implications of its usage; Hall and Malcolm echo

* Ibid.

5 Ibid, 12-13.

* Ibid, 135-7.

5 Ibid, 12.

66 Campbell, Ireland’s New Worlds, 184.

%7 Donald M MacRaild “‘Diaspora’ and ‘Transnationalism’: Theory and Evidence in Explanation of the
Irish World-wide” in “Symposium: Perspectives on the Irish Diaspora” in Irish Economic and Social
History, Vol XXXIII, 2006, 51-2 emphasises “inherent tensions within historians’ attempts to deploy
the term [diaspora] in an analytical way.”
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earlier designations of the term’s “slippery” characteristics.®® In the literature forming
this study’s backdrop, ‘diaspora’ has featured widely as an explanatory tool; however
it is not always defined nor is its appropriateness to Irish migration fully examined.®
For Irish immigrants to South Australia, this concept, in its usage as the largely
involuntary Irish dispersal associated with trauma, illuminates little of their story.
Kerby Miller’s framing of the emigrant experience’, according to Kevin Kenny, in
terms of grievance or banishment, acute homesickness and “alienation from the host

9’7

society”’ seems to have limited colonial resonance. This was because immigrants

made a series of voluntary choices to locate themselves within what Richards

2 ..
72 There was no criminal

describes as “the most alien quarter of the new continent.
compulsion; there was widespread family exploitation of the various administrative
and financial mechanisms enabling relatives to emigrate. Having voyaged here
willingly, there was possibly “intense longing and homesickness for the homeland,”
but perhaps little of the “sense of grievance” and less antipathy towards their new
homeland than qualified this group as meeting the ‘diasporic’ characteristics.””> A
focus on Stanley’s Irish cohort will enable some examination of immigrant attitudes
towards Ireland and their chosen environment.

Some perspectives on the story of South Australia’s Irish do seem to fit within

the current framework of Irish ‘diaspora studies.” Within this field, fiercely held

positions are evident. A pioneer researcher, Donald Harman Akenson, examined a

% Dianne Hall and Elizabeth Malcolm, “Diaspora, Gender and the Irish” in The Australasian Journal
of Irish Studies, Vol. 8 2008/9, 6-10.

% An exception is Eric Richards, Britannia’s Children: Emigration from England, Scotland, Wales and
Ireland since 1600, Hambledon and London, London and New York, 2004, 7-9, 255-6, 306-7.

7 The publication by Kerby Miller of Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to North
America, OUP. New York, 1985, ensured continuing discussion between scholars about the framework
of “involuntary exile” and “alienating and sometimes dysfunctional” adaptation to life in America he
established on 3-4 of this text.

' Kevin Kenny, “Diaspora and Irish Migration History” in “Symposium...”, 49.

72 Richards, “Irish life and progress...”, 216.

3 Kenny in “Symposium...”, 49.

34



range of Irish migration destination points, including Australia, publishing The Irish
Diaspora: A Primer in 1996. In this he refers to the work of Eric Richards as

h.”"* Akenson

“outstanding” and to the “quality of...work [being] extremely hig
disputes elements of contemporary research into Irish dispersal, describing as “largely
based on anecdote, [material which] sees the Irish diaspora as tragedy and as having

been largely an involuntary movement.””

Within the framework endorsed by
Akenson, at least some of the emphasis in Richards’ detailed work on colonial Irish
has established their ordinariness and comparability to other immigrants.’”® A close
focus on Stanley’s Irish represents an opportunity to examine such propositions.

The theme of ‘ordinariness’ has characterised some of David Fitzpatrick’s writing
about Irish immigrants.”” Such an approach seems to place him with Richards in
Akenson’s corner, because the latter argues strongly for emigration as a positive
experience for Irish rather than forced disadvantage.” Yet some of Fitzpatrick’s
opening comments to his collection of personal migration stories suggest new
considerations. Discussing his methodology, he refers to both Miller, clearly
perceived by Akenson as misguided in his interpretive emphasis, and to Patrick
O’Farrell, one of Australia’s most noted scholars of Irish matters. He writes about the
“eclectic approach” of linking “aggregate profiles with individual chronicles.” And he

asserts convincingly that “Eclecticism allows the historian to deploy one sort of

evidence as compensation for omissions or distortions in another.” Interweaving of

™ Donald Harman Akenson, The Irish Diaspora: A Primer, PD Meaney Company Inc, Toronto, 1996,
91.

" Ibid, 10-11.

76 Richards, “Irish life and progress...” 233 — “The evidence, impressionistic though it remains, is
generally consistent with Dr Fitzpatrick’s hypothesis about the ‘ordinariness and normality’ of Irish
migration.”

77 David Fitzpatrick, “Irish Emigration in the later nineteenth century” in Irish Historical Studies,
XXII, No 86, 1980, 137, “Irish Emigration to Nineteenth Century Australia” in Colm Kiernan (ed.),
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the general and particular within a narrative, according to Fitzpatrick, creates enduring
tension “between these disparate forms of representation.””” This statement (although
left without comment), implies degrees of intensity in amalgamating and interpreting
such divergent sources. Locating and inc