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A STATE
=== | CORONER’S
=== | COURT
State Coroner's Court Telephone: (08) 8204 0600
302 King William Street Facsimile: (08) 8204 0633
Adelaide SA 5000 E-mail: coronen@courts sa.gov.au

YOUR REF
OUR REF 0938/1974

30 April 2009

Mr Andrew Miller
47 Gulf Parade
MASLIN BEACH SA 5170

Dear Mr Miller
RE: Death of Brita Marie Wilma MILLER

I refer to your recent letter pertaining to the death of the abovenamed deceased.

As requested, copies of the medical documents and statements are enclosed.

Please be advised that an invoice for the amount of $77.77 will be forwarded to you
from the Financial Services Branch of the Courts Administration Authority (CAA) in
due course. Please refer to this invoice for payment options and phone the Financial
Services Branch on (08) 8226 0110 if you have any queries regarding the invoice.

Please feel free to contact our office if you have any queries on (08) 8204 0600.

Ynli;yi;?rely




Robert Lionel MILIEEK

of Waikerie who exam G
alkerie who exam!LﬁgallF Qualified M

pronounced : ined th edica e
29 6 4 be extiness ) o waikerielygﬁgﬁﬁifm°ner
™ g and

officer in Charge,
G.4. Division.

SUBJECT. NMTITER Brita Marie Wilma (Deceased)
REFERENCE . Attacheé Coroner's Reporb.
1. Attached 18 complete Coroners report

relating to the death of Mrs Brita Marie Wilma MILLER late
of 1% Centre Way BELATR.

you deem

2e The Local Coroner has deemed an inquest ich woul¢

un necessary and has given his reasons accordinglye.

B certificates have been forwarded %o
The Honourable the Attorney ueneral and the Principal
Registrar of Births Deaths and MarriageS.

BLANCHETOWN . \.G. RENNEY. S/C6nst. No.1282/7
1/7/TH e officer in Charge.
SECRET ARY ,

ATTORNEY GENERALS DEP ARTMENT

Coroners Report forwarded.

G.h.DIVISIﬂN f//'..ﬁ.ﬂESCGHEE
8/7/74 Inspector




Robert Lionel MILiE
Wﬁ Lr& &ll i & ® ¥
of Waikerie who examineg thg gggélgied M

Police Station,
BLANCHETOWN. S.A. 5357
19/6/74.

lledical Practitie
—— pronounced life to be extinect Waikerie Hospital aﬁgr

D.W. PAGE, Esq. J.F.
CORQNER.
BLANCHETOWN .

Sir,
At sbout 9.55am on Saturday 27th April

1974 ,information was received of a female person having been
drowned in & lagoon near the River Murray near BLANCHETOWN .,

T attended at the scene and carried out enquiries and found that
a female person Mrs Brita Marie Wilma MILIER 34 years late of

1% Centre Way BELAIR had drowned.

Enquiries have been conducted into the death

and the following statements have been obtained for the
compilation of this report.

1.

2e

Se

Beo

Williem James MILLER of 13 Centre Way BELAIR, last person
To see deceased alive and person who found deceased. Also
person identifying deceased.

Robert Lionel MILLEK,Legally Qualified Medical Fractitiener

oT Waikerie who examined the body at Waikerie Hospital and
pronounced life to be extinct. :

Bruce William FENWICK, of 55 Third Avenue FORRESTVILLE,
a person assisting with the removal of the body from the
lagoon.

Kenneth Bothwell HYDE, of 29 Woodleigh Road BLACEWOCD
a person assisting with the removal of the body from the
lagoon.

R.A,

JAMES, M.B., B.S.,F.R.C,P.A. of Adelaide who conducted
o

Maxwell George RENNEY FPolice Officer of BLANCHETOWN who
conducted enouiries into the deathe.

N T N . SR . [

you deem
ich woulé




2. Robert Lionel MILILEK,Legally Qualified M
o adikerle who eXamined the body at
bpronounced life to be extinct,

edical Practitioner
Waikerie Hospital and

Se Bruce William FENWICK, of 55 Third Avenue FORRESTVILLE,
_‘._-_—-""'—l—-l-"..

4 person assisting with the removal of the body from the
lagc o,

[ Kenneth Bothwell HYDE, of 29 Woodleigh Road BLACEWOOD
8 person assisting with the removal of the body from the
lagoon.

oS¢ sF.R.C.P.A. of Adelaide who conducted

G Maxwell George RENNEY Police Officer of BLANCHETOWN who
conducted enquiries into the death,

After perusing this report would you please advise me if you deem

&n inquest neceasary and if so the

date,time and place which would
be convenient to hold such inquest,

Yours Faithfuly

M.% S/Const, No.1282/7

RETURNED TO SENIOR CONSTABIE M,.G. RENNEY BLANCHETOWN

After having perused the attached report of S/Const, M.G. RENNEY
in connection with the death of Brite Marie

Wilma MILLER of 13
Centre Way BELAIR I deem an inquest un neces
My reasons for coming to this conclusion are as follows:-

(a2) There sre no suspicious circumstances attached to the manner ¢
cause of death. I find that the deceased died from drowning,

(b) No information has been received from the Police or other
interestéd party which Would lead me to the conclusion that
an inquest should be held,

e g
BLANCEETOWN, e L it P
(g & /74
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This annoyed me at the time. I then proceeded to awaken my tad
wante

wife and T had trouble in doing so. I had %o actualy slap ok £
ing ior

her a few times on the face before she woke.
some

1IN THE MATTER OF THE CORONERS ACT 1935 = 1969
' AND

IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATH OF
i ' NEAR BLANCHETOWN OX

RITA MARTE WIIMA MILLER

I, Willieam James MILIER, 38 years Builder of 1% Centre Vay

BELAIR, make oath and say as follows,

At about mid day on Thursday 25th April 1974, 1 arrived at er
"ROONKA STATION" Via Blanchetown with my wife Brita Marie

Wilme MILIER and two small children.

Recent¥y I purchased a (20) twenty acre block of land in this
aves and we came up here to camp for the long weekend.

Jle selected a spot about half a mile from a lagoon near the
River Murray and errected our tent and set up & camipe

At sbout 9.30 am on Friday 26th April 1974,I left the camp with
the elder of the children and went for a trip to MORGAN.

The smaller child was left at the camp with my wife. T arrived
back at the camp ab about 1pm on the same day.

When I arrived back to the camp I found my wife was lying

down and was in a very heavy sleep. The small child was running

round the tent on his own and not being Very well cared fore.

e om oAl massmtraT™ MY
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This annoyed me at the time. I then proceeded to awaken my
wife and I had trouble in doing so. I had to actualy slap
her a few times on the face before she woke.

I am not sure if she had been drinking liquor or not, but I
did find a bottle of gin about a gquarter full and & bottle
of brandy sbout half full. I am not sure if she had been
drinking them priob to my arrival home that day or if she
had been drinking them at some other stage.

As far as I know she did not drink very much, she would
nevér drink any great quantity any time we went to-gether
to a party.

After a few minutes I woke jer up. At this stage she was

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM JAMES MILIER, PAGE(2)

dressed in a bikini.

When she woke uo we had a fairly heated argument. I was
annoyed at her for neglecting our smaller child. As a result
of the argument she picked up one of our suite cases and
packed in it some clothes. A short time later she walked

out of the tent carrying the suite case and walked off in an

y Some

wanted

shing for

er



easterly direction to-wards the cliff, She only walked for

about(20) twenty of (30) thirty yards and put down the case.

I asked her where she was going and I don't remember for
sure if she answered me or not. I then watched her walk off
without the case, Prior to leaving she changed her clothes
and put on a green mini skirt, a blows and a sleevless Wwest.
I watched her walk for about a quarter of a mile straight

in the direction of the cliff and then she disappeared.

I am not sure if she sat down or walked down the edge of the
cliff, By this time it was about 1.45 pm. I did not see

my wife alive after that time,

I did not worry about my wife walking off like this because
she has went off from home before and has came back.

I was not sure how busy the Blanchetown - Morgan Road is

I thought she might try and catch a bus and go home, all
because of the argument we had.

It was only a verbal argument there was no violence used.

I was not particulerly werried about her h& this stage
because I thought she would sulk for a while and then come
back. I had our two children with me, I put them in the car
and we went for a drive into Blanchetown.

We were wamped about (6) six miles from BLANCHETOWN, We

returned to the camp at ebout 3.30 pm and my wife wasn't there

wanted
shing for

some



children woke up. I attended to them and the elder one wanted
to go fishing. I then took the children and we went fishing for

about an hour, I then returned to the camp to collect some

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM JAMES MILLER., PAGE (3)

S0 we went for another drive and returned to the camp about
4.30 pm, She still wasn't there. I then left the children

at the camp and decided to walk over to the cliff edge where
I saw her last and was unable to find her. I then returned to
the camp asnd attended to the children. When T couldn't find her
I was then fairly sure she must have obtained a ride home to
BELAIR,

At about 8pm I had put the children to bed, and I decided to
go for another walk along the cliff edge and I called out to
her a few times but I was unable to find her.

I returned to the camp and made up a big fire in case she had
become lost and she would see it to return.

I sat outside of the tent for two or three hours by the fire
waiting for her but she did not return.

I am afraid our marriage has never what it could have been
but we have been getting along. My wife has always been a
fairly nervy person especialy since she had the two children.
I went to bed at about 11 o'clock.

At ebout 6am this morning Saturday 27th April 1974 the




children woke up., I attended to them and the elder one wanted

to go fishing. I then took the children and we went fishing for

about an hour, I then returned to the camp to collect some

money. I was going to go to Blanchetown and Phone my home

number to find in fact if she had gone home.

Before doing this I decided to take & walk along the bottom of

the cliff between this and the lagoon. After walking for about

half a mile in a northerly direction xm# I found my wife in

the water, I was sure that she was dead as there was no

movement, This position appeared to have been in a direct line

with our camp.

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM JAMES MILLER PAGE (4)

I left the scene as I was unable to get her from the water and

I immediately reported to the Police.

When I last saw my wife alive at about 1.45pm on Friday 26th

April 1974 she was in a very upset state of mind., I thought

she had been drinking liquor when I arrived back at the camp

and she did not deny this.

She did not appear to be effected by alcohol but she was very

upset,

She has been being treated by Doctor HODGSON of Sturt Clinie
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s 1 think for nerves. I am not sure when she last saw a

Doctor and I wouldn't even know she never xmidxum would tell me

when she was going.

I am her second husband, she was married previously in

Germany where she was born. We have been married five Years.,

Apparently her first marriage was not successfull,this being

apparently due to a suicide attempt when she slashed her

wrists. I only know of this by what she has told me.

At about 2pm on Saturday 27th April 1974 I saw the body of my

wife when I positively identified her to Senior Constable

M.G. RENNEY of Blanchetown Police as that of being my late

wife Brita ®arie Wilma MTILER late of 13 Centre Way BELAIR,

I know the facts deposed to herein of my own knowledge except

where it otherwise appears,

Eworﬂ atg.-.---"tiiii""i.*l

Thiﬂ.-..;--.-- ﬁﬂy Ofocil-lniifdiili'19?4|

Bﬂﬁﬁrﬂ mﬁ--ulii-l----i-i-o-t-t+¢

A memb&r of the Pﬂlice Fﬂrce' Qtssessranennrs s nnnnsnae
Signature of Deponent.
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IN THE MATTER OF THE CORONERS ACT 1935 = 1969,
AND

IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATHE OF BRITA MARIE WIIMA MILLER
WHO DIED AT NEAR BTANCHETOWN ON 263!2?&.

I, Robert Lionel MILLER, Fully Quallified Medical Practioner

of WIKERIE make oath and say as follows:-

At about 3pm on Saturday 27th April 1974, I attended at the
Waikerie Mortusry where I examined the body of a female person
found to be that of Brita Marie Wilma MILILER, late of 13
Centre Way BELAIR. I noticed the body was dressed in a green
mini skirt a light baows and a sleevless vest. The body was
not wearing any underclothes.

The body had superficial wounds to the face arms and legs
which appeared to be grazed.

1 there pronounced 1ife to be extinct.

I ¥now the facts deposed to herein of my own knowledge excepv
where it otherwise appears.

EWOTD BLesssssssscsssesssnsscstens

PhiBesasssesssss 8By S

BefOX® MPisssssssasasesscscsssencs

A menber of the P'Ulice Force. --'.ttlb.lil'l'l"l"'l'll!il"
Signature of Deponent.




IN THE MATTER OF THE CORONERS ACT 1935 ~ 1969

AND
IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATH OF BRITK Marie Wilma MILIER
WHO DIED AT NEAR BLANCHETOWN ON 26/4/74

I, BRUCE WILLIAM FENWICEK, 50 years, Manager and Director of

55 Third Avenue FORRESTVILLE, make oath and say as follows:-

At about 11am on Saturday 27th April 1974 in company with

Ken HYDE and Senior Constable M.G. RENNEY of BLANCHETOWN P“lice
I assisted with the removal of a female body from a lagoon
neat the River Murray at BLANCHETOWN. After about three hours
we manouvered a motor boat into the lagoon and removed the
body into the boat and then to a St. John Ambulance waiting at
"Roonka Station" Homestead. The body was placed in the

Ambulance at about 1.30pm.

I know the facts deposed to herein of my own knowledge except
where it otherwise appears.

SWOrN BF..ceecsessesscscscscscsnnes

PR ssisissasmnsassesinsas 0By Os e sevsaics 1T e

Before mMeesssscossssscsnsscncnnsne

AL Member of the Police Force. P e L
Signature of Deponent.




IN THE MATTER OF THE CORONERS ACT 1935 .. 1969,
AND

oS MATTER OF THE DEATH OF BRITA MARTE WITMA MILLER
WMM‘EW

I, Kenneth Bothwell HYDE, 42 years, manager of 29 Woodleigh
Road BRACEWOOD, make oath and say as follows:-

At sbout “11am on Saturday 27th April 1974,in company with
Bruce FENWICK and Senior Constable M.G. RENNEY of Blanche town
Police I assisted wWith the removal of a female body from a
lagoon near the River Murray at BLANCHETOWN. After about three
hours a manouvered a boat into the lagoon and removed the body
into the boat and then To a St.John Ambulance waiting at
"Roonka Station" Homestead. The body was placed in the
Ambulance at about 1.30pm,

I know the facts depsed to herein of Iy own knowledge except

where it otherwise appears,

Swpm atﬂ-.‘.‘..lﬁiililll.'.'."U

Thigliliii‘...'li"'-day Ofilﬂﬂﬁiii!iiiild‘ig?ul
BEfOr‘e mafgontlq-g-q--oiliniiooui'

A Membﬂ‘r of the Pﬂlice FOI‘QE- LR R A R R N N
Signature of Deponasit,
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External examination:
2 1 5;! tall

The body is T

with brown hair tied in a DlEgvd

— - —gre~hazel. Rigor mortis 18 fully established D

is not well demarcated. 2 1 deep gaping razZgc
Jaceration 5" 1n length extending from above the left eye

to a noint mhove fhe Saft

obliquely backwards OVeTr the scalD

D VETERINARY SCIENCE, FROME ROAD, ADELAIDE

THE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL AN
HISTOPATHOLOGY DIVISION s o B AL B 8
B;':ﬂ-l-_-j 5:#:.31 !qlophnng 230730 Ext, B‘LLD‘?_ Talens [ 518
Paliant Hame Sex Age Umit Record Ward Eaceipt Date Laboratory Mumbed
MILLER, Brita lMarie Wilma F 34 27 /4 /75 50336
1063/ 74
s o1 3 st mortem, 631/42. RAJ. 1
The City Coroner,
2% Waymouth Street, E

ADELAIDE, 5000.
DATE OF DEATH: o6 u/ 7% (probable)

DATE OF AUTOPSY: 27/u/T%
= WT
rtuary at 2130 nours 27/4/7% 1
nite female

West Terrace Mo
pody of 8n adult wol
stable COSTELLO ©

the above-named.

At the
£ the

erformed an autopsy on
__3Jaentified %0 me by 1st Class Con
Vaikerie Police 88 peing that ©

ANATOMICAL DIAGNOSIS.
Fresh water drowning.
a cliff.

es consistent with fall from
B

} External injuri

s P
e ot




N SR

External examination:

The body is that of a naked adult white female 5'5" tall
with brown hair tied in & pigtail with green beads. The €yes E
— —ape-hazel. Rigor mortis 18 fully established but 1ividity
is not well demarcated. There is a deep gaping ragged
laceration 5¥" in length extending f{rom apove the left eye
int sbove the lefv E

obliquely packwards OV I
ear. Bilateral periorbital bruising is noted. Two linear
e left upper 1ip for

lscerations €
31iding abrasions are noted on the left cheek

about 1 cm. ©
and right eaT. There is bruising behind the left ear.
' uypwards are noted

1iding abrasions directionall I
the lef?t buttock consistent

of both legs and

i Contusions are noted over the
foot laterally and the front

ed on the lateral aspect r

of both legs.
of the left arm, the dorsal aspect of the right hand, the &
jumbar region of the back, snd extensive spbrasions are also

tion running

present over the left hip with a centra a
; L

i ]

right
Abrasions are not

\' gou—273 DT 0

EDICAL AND VETERINARY SCIENCE, FROME ROAD, ADELAIDE
\ H ESTDPATHULUGY D‘\“S!UN Postal Mddress ¢ Box 14, Rundis Stresl r.n... Adytuide, 5.4, 5000

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Laboratory Humber

—
Fatienl Name

e
%f‘-} THE INSTITUTE OF M

SEE Age Umit Record Ward Beceipl Date

e on/u/7% | 50336
1063 /74

MILLER, Brita Marie Wilma

Maturs of Specimen

2.

An old appendicectomy scar is noted
the front of the left

ful suicide

?artically for 6 cm.
1n_the‘right loin, and an old scar 1n
wrist 1s suggestive of a previous unsuccess

attempt.




Internal examination:

— Cerdiovascular System: e 0o
Tericaraium - normal.
Heart. IThe myocardium appears healthy but there 1is
marked haemolytic staining particularly of the left

—ventricle in keeping with the -effects of fresh water

drowning.
Yalves, coronary arteries. Patent throughout.
Aorta. ohows naemolytic staining of the intime in
keeping with fresh water drowning.

Respiratory System:
Hyoid bone and laryngeal cartilages show a fracture
of the right superior cornu of the thyroid cartilage
without adjacent haemorrhage. The hyoid bone and ericoid
cartilage are intact.
Trachea and main bronchi contain watery froth which is
pot bloodstained.

- — Lungs. Both lungs are-voluminous and pink. Watery
Tluida wells freely from the cut surface of all lobes
in keeping with drowning.

Pleural cavities. A slightly haemorrhegic effusion of
100 ml is noted on the right side.

Alimentary System:
Toncue. lormal.
ips. There is a small laceration on the upper 1ip in
the midline internally.
Oesophagus. Normal. =
Peritoneal cavity contains aboubt 100 ml of scattered
Blcod (lacerated spleen).
Stomach contains about 300 ml of watery fluid only.
Duodenum - normal.
Intestines contain gas.
Lppendix - absent.
Rectum - normal.
Tiver intact. Normal externally and on cut %ggfacat )

Gall blasdder, bile ducts, pancreas - normal. N, W sz

A% TR fusETT A

[T L] & ) -
Basal vessels. Normal.

Brain. MNo evidence of trauma externally or on cutb
surface.

Skeletal System:
No fractures demonstrated.




Skeleﬁal Svsten:
No fractures demonstrated.

SPECIMENS.
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Y. Muwre of Specimen

e

Benzl System:
Kidneys show marked foetal lobation of the right kidney,
but there are no abnormalities on cut surface.
Ureters normal.
Bladder contains 100 ml of clear urine.
Uterus. UNon-gravid.
Ovaries. Hormal.

Endocrine System:
—__Thyroid, adrenals, pituitary. Normal.

———a - —

Haemopoietic System:
Spleen showe a 4 cm linear tear on the anterior hilar

i _ __.aspect.

Lymph nodes - normal.

Central Nervous System:
ocalp. Hagged laceration as above.
Bkull. No fracture demonstrated.
Meninges. Normal.
Basal vessels. Normal.
Brain. No evidence of trauma externally or on cut
surface.

Skeletal System:
J No fractures demonstrated.




Skeletal Svystemn:

'1#
2.

30UTH AUSTRALIA

No fractures demonstrated.

Photographs taken.

Diatoms. Preparations of a local sample of water from

the scene of body recovery

navicular forms with frequent filamentous structures in

keeping with wheat roots.
Diatom preparations from th

discoid forms and occasional navicular diatoms in the

preparation from kidney.

Histology. Sections from lung show alveolar distension E

without foreign material.

Sections from external injuries show foreign material

llular respons -&/3
. iiik:&f@ oo/t

and bacteria without a ce

THE INSTITUTE OF M.EDIEAL AND VETERINARY
HISTOPATHOLOGY DIVISION

Fatleny Hamae

show numerous discoid and

e body organs show numerous E

This tends to confirm drowning.

SCIENCE, FROME ROAD, ADELAIDE

Foxtal Address 1 Box 14, Rundie Strest

PO, Adelaide, 3.4, 5000

Telephons s 23 6730 Ext,

Tebex: B2547

Hature of Spaciman

MILLER,

Sex Age

Brita Marie Wilma F 34

Unit Racord Ward

Ruceipt Dute Labsrstory Mumber

27/ 4/ 74 50336

1063 /74

4.

Liver shows marked fatt

h ' .
alcoholic liver diseaseF CHENES most suggestive of chronic

Blood talken for blood alcoho
Analyst). 0.17% alcohol.

L

1l estimation (Government




o » AV L LU L
S R Sl LA L o

41lcohol 0,33y (Government Lnalyst),

6. Liver, kidney, Stomach ang contents referreg
Analyst forp toxicclogy.

to Government
No common drugs or P

oisons found,
COLIMENTS,

All the features at autopsy are consistent With afall
feet first over 8 cliff with the sliding abrasions Suggesting
8 slide down the cliff face, The scalp injury described
above suggestg that she landed heag i

irst at the clifr base
of bloog was found,
Cause of death is confir

med as due to fresh watep drowning.
he o Scar on the left wrist suggests & Previous suicide
attempt,

T28:111602 Lungs, ing,
TO1: 1440 Syio lac&ration{

R{A. JANES, M.B.,B.S.,F.R.C.P.4A,
FQ{iffff)fathclcgy Divn,[ T N.V.s,

6‘ q’ﬂ
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in length and half a mile wide. On the wes?® gide of this lagoo:

there is a sheer cliff face approximately (100) one hundred fe¢

1IN THE MATTER OF THE CORONERS ACT, 1935 ~ 1969

AND
IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATH OF BRITA MARTR WILMA MILLER
WHO DIED AT NEAR BLANCHETOWN ON 26{&{2 .

I, Mexwell George RENNEY, Senior Constable, stationed at

RLANCHETOWN Police Station make oath and say 28 follows:~—
At about 9.55am on gaturday 27th April 1974, I was off duty
at Blanchetown Police Station when & person NoOwW known to me 28
William James MILLER %8 years Builder of 13 Centre Way BELAIR
called to the station reporting that his wife had drowned in 2
lagoon aboub % of a mile wesb from the River Murray near
BLANCHETOWN. Mr MILLER stated that his wife's name was Brite
farie Wilma WILLER, 34 years home duties, of 1% Center Way
BELAIR.

After having 2 short conversarion with MILIER I requested him i
proceed to the loaction where his wife's body was and to show
me this location. 1 then proceeded to a location approximately
(6) six miles north from Blanchetown onto & station known a8
"ROONEA STATION". This property is owned and worked by Hugh

SOBEY of 'Roonka Station' Via BLANCHETOWN «

I was then shown to a large lagoon approximately one (1) mile

g e R'iﬁe ﬂf thia 1as001



L O WELES WELRFER SRR SIS ST nEe o e U -

in length and half & mile wide. On the wes?® side of this lagoo!

there is a sheer cliff face approximately (100) one hundred fe¢

jn hight. On all other sides of the lagoon it is surrounded by

flat swamp and marsh country. This flat area divides the

lagoon from the River Murray. MILLER then pointed out to me a

narrow rough track which runs north and south between the lagot

and the sheer cliff face. This track was the only access per

foot to where the body could be located. After walking approxir

ely half a mile in a northerly direction along this track the

body of the person mentioned was located.

1 there saw the body of a female person dressed in a short gree¢

skirt, light colour blouse and a sleevless vest.

INVESTIGATING OFFICER STATEMENT PAGEG2).

I noted that the body was floating face upwards in fairly

shallow water with the head in a southerly direction. The body

was half submerged in the water. The body was about (8) eight

feet from the edge of the water, This person appeared to be dead

there was no movement what so ever.

At this stage I was unable to move the body from the water and

T was unable to take a Very close view of it. While at the scene
T made a routine enquiry and inspection of the scene.

I there found two ladies shoes, a left and a right. One was
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located (10) ten paces west from the water edge and one was
located (4) four paces from the water edge. The two shoes were
(6) six paces apart. These shoes were located on dry land (20)
twenty paces in width which separates the sheer cliff face from
the edge of the water. On further inspection I located a patch
of blood on the ground. This patch of blood was located (5) five
paces west from the edge of the water,and appeared on the ground
consistant with that of a body that had fallen from a great
hight. The patch of blood measured (3) three feet in length and
(6) six inches in width. There were no other visible marks on th
ground. On the very edge of the water and in the water were some
reeds about two feet in hight. A patch of these were flattened
down which indicated that the body could have rolled through sam
prior to entering the water. The body was in a direct line with
this area and then to the patch of blood on the ground.

From observations and enquiries made of the area at this stage
it appearéd that the deceased had came from the cliff, had hit
the ground, and then rolled into the water. It was not possible
at this stage to adcertain if the person was alive before enteri
the water after the fall from the cliff. T then left the scene

obtain assistance and permission to remove the body from the are:

from William James MILEER regarding events which lead up to the
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d&&‘hh of Mra MTTITRER T Aarmiad aAndt Foamdloas ascoded oo 3

INVESTIGATING OFFICER STATEMENT PAGE (3)

I obtained the use of a motor boat and with Kenneth Bothwell
HYDE of 29 Woodleigh Road BIACEWOOD and Bfuce William FENWICK
of 55 Third Avenue FORRESTVILLE we proceeded to the area. Much
difficulty was experienced manouvering the boat to the area and
at about 1pm with the assistance of the two persons mentioned
the body was placed in the boat and taken tc a point newr
'Roonka' Homestead where the body was placed into a waibing
Ambualnce and taken to the Waikerie Mortuary.

A closer inspection of the body at this stage revealed there was
a large deep gash on the left side of the face. I also noticed
other graze marks which were all consistant with that of a persc
falling down a riéck cliff face.

The body & this stage was positively identified to me by
William James MILIER as being that of Mrs Brita Marie Wilma MILI
34 years late of 13 Centre Way BELAIR,

At about 1.35pm St.John Ambualnce conveyed the body to Waikerie
Mcrtuary where it was examined by Doctor Robert Lionel MILLER
fully qualified medical practioner of Waikerie. Doctor MILLER
pronounced life to be extinct.

At about 3.30 pm on the same day after obtaining a statement

from William James MILEER regarding events which lead up to the
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death of Mrs MILLER I carried out further enquiries and
observations. T proceczded to the camp which Mr and Mrs MILIER
had erected above the cliff. The camp was situated at a point
about half a mile west from the €liff edge within a small area
of timber. This point was in a direct line west from the point
where the body was lccated in the lagoon at the bottom of the
cliff. A thorough investigation was made of the camp area and
nothing was found to indicate that anything violent had occurrec

in the viecinity prior to the deceased leaving the camp.

STATEMENT OF INVESTIGATING OFFICER PAGE (4)

All thet was found was a fairly new tent measuring 12' x 12"
and en amount of bedding, clothing, food and cemping gear
noneof which had been disturbed other than from normal use,
From this point I them proceeded in an easterly direction to
the cliff edge, where it was apparent the deceased had fallen
over. A search was made over an area between the camp and the
edge of the cliff and no foot marks or any other marks were
located. I them made a thorough search at the taép of the cliff
in a direct line between the camp and the point at the bottom
of the cliff where the body was located, and also for a good

distance on either side of this point and no marks were found.
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It was noted that at g point directly in line with the camp
the cliff goes down with a gradual slope for about (25) twenty
five to (30) thirty feet before falling away to a sheer drop to

the bottom,

It would be possible for a person to climb down to this area
before Perhapps falling over the edge., It was impossible to view
any further down the cliff edge for any further marks but from
where it was pPossible to view for marks nothing could be
sighted. From observations made of the area at the top of the
cliff there were no signs of violence or anything to suggest
violence at this point,

At this stage of enquiries carried out I was satisfied there wer
no suspicious circumstances surrounding the cause or origin

of the death of Brita Marie Wilma MILLER,

At about 9,30 am on Sunday 28th April 1974, two members of the
Adelaide Homocide Squad and one member of the Forensic Science
Squad arrived at the station to carry out further routine enquir

into the death of Brita Marie Wilma MILIER. With these members

I proceeded to the Scene and pointed out to them the location

membpe i ie Fo ce Di‘ce.

ﬂﬂlf.ilﬁiliiﬁilﬂiiiﬁb'

Signature of Deponent,
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STATEMENT OF INVESTIGATION OFFICER Page (5)

previously in this Treport and no suspicious circumstances
were found Surrounding the cause or origin of the death of
prl . : Mrs Hrita Marie Wilma MTIIER,

I know the facts deposed to herein of My own knowledge except
where it otherwise appears,
Sworn at......*...,....p...
— L day DL ¢ dnaima s vy e 1974,
Before mB...na...a......-.»v....-...

A member of the POIiC& FOI‘I:E. pooootaut.vvnin--ttﬁb-
Signature of Deponent,
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NEWS

graduate student, Mr. Alon

Tingay, s fighting for WA's

famous black swans.

B ) Eeileves th :
ning m’”':l’ Ui igeco in the

mfunuu:uthlw

of "progresss mmorlheblm ecm
sysefns will be contaml
dmﬂmmwynn

foral thesls
N

“Over-zealous farmiers are com-
BT e e o
nesting materinl” hie sald. -

M, 'n.nw Keepst 10 swans at the.
CBIRD wild 1fs research statlon ab
ehullles belween hls cag =
mens and Lhe bl flecks ai uunm
Woanerup estuary, near Hussalion,

He sy iwo facicrs

inks this may be the paren
Nm reul:m o a Ilnnz arca bcA

amall
‘mu second rrlma I-o the late
hatehings In a son, which
remiiled In the Geaiha of sores af
cygnels near Bu&sﬂlm In January.

“lTH—-An Adeh!du post-

® Mr. Tingay with a
tagged black swan he! is
using in his reseurch.

"o

Two bers of the

rchblshop say
schools report
‘'unfair’

':"

to

i Sehools C,

=

(Mr. J. McDonald).

The visll was announced last night
by uve Federal Minister for Education
(Mr, Beazley) following eriticlsm of
sore npecu l commismion's re-

it by thi iman Catholle Arch-

lshop of Aﬂr‘l!lie (Mosl Rev, Dr. J,

Opening the $152.000 8t Joseph's
Parith School st Hectoryille yester-

eeson sald thal, although
e adoption of the repert had glven

Fog and eagle cause

turmoil at airport

Fog and an eagle thraw Adelaide Airport

Tough new

Rt
line on
mine firms
® Contd. from P. 1.

Mr. Whitlam sald In s televl-
son [nterview Iast night that in
the May 18 election his Gor-
ermnment placed great emphasis
on enyironment itsues and Aus-
tradlan control of her resources.

Ha sald &4 pe. of Australian
ELETEY  Tesources were cont-

a5
*How we can% have that
posttion continuing” he sald.
Jor WhlUam also will culline
In his pelley speech a plan
Testructure house mur:xue
i3, 1 which the _pay-

o et reathes & nl.sn 2. ~nm=
bracket.

This will take the, pressure
off young home buyers if the
Inltial years of thelr cutiay for
homes. \

Drowned

. A woman, 3, drowned -alter
falling -down. 14g:rcok el
near Rlanche Town on Friday,

She was Brita Miller. mar-

‘on Saturday morning In two.
feet of water st lhl! botlam of
the cliff,

FPolice’ sald mt worman Had "

Domestio flighta were delayed
for up ta four hoors and iwa
International jets were diverted
to Adelalde because of bad
weather ab Sydney and Mel.
'bopme. s

A Qantas 707 snd & Bnlﬂh
Alrways Jumbo et bath from
Kuala  Lumptr and tostlhrr
carrying aboul 300 passengers
were diverted from Bydney Lo
Adelaide and landed about §
am.

*By the time the weather had
Improved In Sydney and Mel-
bourne, fog had seitled on Ade
Ialde Alrport *
. Thi delny meant hat the
erews of the International feis
could not complete the journey
to Bydney without being on
duty lenger than melr allawed
maximum of 12 how

Armangements then had to bs
made for fresh crews to b

into turmoil yesterday.
figwn from Bydney to Adelalde.

Health and Customs officlals
Alsg arrived at the alrport so
the Internationsl  passengers
could ba eleared and allowed to
leave the alreraft.

‘The| pamengers had to) re-
maln In the alrcralt until about
B am

Customs and health offisers
blocked off n pection of the ter-

minal 8o that passengers could
be cline] 3

" However, thele baggage res
matnel In the Jets and was
cleared by Customs when VAT~
rived In Sydney.

The fog also meant that the
T o domeitlo flights to Byd-
e And|Belbourns were (both

"')|e lhhh)\\ alrpart mana-
ger for TAA (Mr. K. Bastin
sald that its firet TUghY oot of
Adelalde for Sydney left at 945
am.

Ghan'may'

reach
Adelaide

Ita first flight to
left abaut 10 o'clock.
Both thess . Nights carried
some of ths passengers from
the Qantas jst.

Further probiems
TAA when' two l]lel J’rcm
Melbourne arrived about
am.

One of tha jels struck an ea-
gle and damaged ila nose cone,
Pputiing 1t out of operation.

A new nose cone was flown
from Sydney &nd arrived in
Adelalde mid-afternogn.

The Ghan is expected to eon-
tinue its journcy to Adelaide this
morning after.being held pp for

mare than three days 70 miles
north of Qodnadatte.

cablonal endeavor,” {2 did have lis
ehartcomin)

He expreased concem with the for
mula on - which - the - disrbullcn nr
capilal granis

“new thrist and enthuslasm o edu- ©

laide next month for Mlkl with the SA dlru:lor

opening, sald he was "a litle con-
T |

n with

wo will bt ue ta
Flnd out Just what the situation {s
and | um.l.m tan be foard Mt
B«elrJH sald.
He uld Dr. dlem\s criticlsm of
the distribution of tal 5 Lo
r.on-thumzrml unwh hid | been
hard ta undegstand.
Thé f grinis was a

o
schools had been based Ln 5A.
Deéspile many abempts Lo have the

been made, e sald.
“This. nm.: I.ha( die_ expapsion

alrly ex-

Isbs among us" Dr, Cléeson sald,

He sald all schools In BA had bten
B rio! ndicapped by the effect of
Infiation and the eommission ap+
peared Lo be adhering too righdly to
the letter of the Karmel Report
r:lhrr than taking the emphasls from

M. Beaey, who atienced the

Pﬂzllon rectifitd o amendment had

guestion of pi
He sald lhrro e many, slum or,
vants, s In Bydrey and
Melbourne requiting grants and he
had séen none In_ Adelalde Lo com-
pare with th
On the gquestion of Inflation. M.
B:uzle;r sl dibab in the past 2 years,
i Liberal Parly, Cvernment gr
m | schiools had Lotalled illsm
“We have [ncredssd this to §701m.
Morg than & six-lold Increase can, I
Enink, [airly be fald lo be keeping
F\l({ \\HI\ Anflation.” he rald.
scherance Lo the Kammel
J{,epu-l rm In some_ aspects, favoced
Catholle schools

Three killed

Blephen Reginald Bow-  Trevor
man, 23, farmer, of Bagot phens, 9, of
street, Walliroo, dled on Port  Firie,

s car stnsck afres AfGEr was
road at Kadina,
of Eeninett  stoeet,

2,
Frlghton, was_ Klled - on
when hls: car’ afler a

ury, road  abolst  seven Croydon
milles east of Yorkelown,

aturday aftemncen when when the e

on SA reads

_ Three people died on SJ\ cpunlry rnerll ot the week-end, ©

eorge  Ble- Brownlng street, Tea Tres
Oliver streel, Clullyl Police want wit-

was  killed nesses’of the accldent to
r In which hie eontact pollce: headguar-
Ielt e ters on 570033,

lsaving the Greens Plain ‘vle_q"u'h; mJ’ abott six
miles east of Port Plrle on. L Geallrey. Paul Ogy, 17,
shn ﬁrde.lrk !M{rl Sd!uldag‘ night. of Molesworkh street,

North Adelalde, % mrkilled

A bruck ﬁ“ri\fr wha nlod on Fridsy when hils motor

13100 cle and 'a car collided

ey
:\rrtuned on the Stans- two trucks on Bouth pad on lh Port  Wakelisid
n

Friday” was foad about four miles

Edward| Balch, '35, ot narth ntw_nmmr

T The Qraln with' 43
on  board,

Bame TAA pasengers with
flights
|tli nlnaml the BA jet about

Qa as flight left Ade-
]!ldl: nlx.lt 230, i

AA Tlights from  Allce

BDrIrEs and’ Sydney. wers als

)<‘I shu from  Adelalde  to
Perth were delayed by about
four hotrd,

Ban hits ‘broa

O Stalt Represantativa
SYDIEY. — Broad-
casting \from. the ABC
was serivusly disrupted
yostorday
ABG techt leal operators  are

“Banning ovel Hmé as part of a

campalgn of niring on & work

« The ABC sald the elfects of

been o0 a .,3"‘3 trip, with Lr:‘cw_n:‘ caevronrmmﬁ were

her husband and two children.

Difficultles could occur in the
precustion ol soma Frogrammes
when the production time w:
longer than expicted and L
voived the opfrators In overs
time work,

hir programmes would ai-

trﬂuumly involve  overtime
wock and could nat be nr!ed
Provinelal mdio and
Hons wolld be in dllII:LIKlrl
when they could not get rhrlr
normal por e
national stations:

The ('lulmmn of the ABC

dcasts

(Profestar R 1. Downing), the
general manager (Mr., T, B.
Duckmiantén) and the Feteral
execullye of the ARG BIafl As-
soclation mek yesterday,

A further ‘metting will' be
held between Mr, Dutkmanton,
representatives of the technical
perators and the Federal exe-
cutive at 1030 am. lodsy.

This afterncon the partles
will appear before the Depul
Technical  Service Arbitral

& (Mr. L. Booth) 2

ADVERTISEMENT

Wn commlttes o

ETant.
ey The ecnvener

of - the
Women's Emergincy
8he Committ

" ‘Shelter 'an
urgent need

The Federal and State gorcmmcnh
will be aaked for grants to set up o womnn s
‘shelter in Adelaide.

. . The Woemen's Elector-  days
al Lobby and Wemen's  gran
Liberation hive formed  this year.
PIEpATe Mrs. McMahon
& submission for the ey people had exps

. the, hope Lhat
could) ba” mads

support far the shelter
o} nccunx in

been l\uck v\t Pedirka,
about iwo mlmnurlnM
Hha - flooded
River  crosal r:. it
Tnursday nlght
The Commonwealth
Rallways at Port Au-
Fusta said yesterday
Ahat, provided ! the river
tevel continued to drop,
the traln Swouldl con:
tiniie scuth) early  foda
It would | reach® Ade=
Iaide late tonights
The north-hound

sterl warks In WA with
atives ol (L
L1 n the

ncluam;. the
several over-

tiong. belérs meiing 1o
he - eas Siates 1o
whether | 1o
th o detailed
iy study of | the
project  cossiBg  about
$lm.

X-Lotto

The |\r|w Ir X:Lolto
No. 52 153873,
inie] dlr-l. a Jackpot. of
S3231568 from X-Loito

N .

The division 1 prise,
was  $35430.25,  which
Indluded $1231580 {rom
XL n £}

The: n % prise
ar 5?5:2 m nn:‘ "I

issi will visit Ade-,
of Catholic Educa!ian:’

Govt. lifts”
interest
on bonds

From our Canberra Buresu

CANBERRA — Interest rotes;
on  short-term  Gavernment.
bends would go up from todayy
the Treasury unnuun:ed Iaﬂ

night.

‘The (ntsrest rate onddomeek mr.q;,,
willinereass (ront 141 Be. Lo 808 poss
and lor 26:week bonds from La- R,

fa 834
ry, official sald last night
that Inrrnaﬂﬂ interest rates facs
shart-term securitles,
would add p(m- T for an Increass (o
Interest rates for the May boan. =3
‘The Treasurer (Mr, Crean) sald last
week that no decision had been made
on the Ma; Ioan ral
W decided un

Mr. c ean sald yesterday the Gov-
“Amment's anti-infiatianary.  policies
were sleadily dralning off the excess
money in Le economy,

A scarcity had led Lo the incrrases
In short-term Interest rales. The in-
ereastd would not affect the flow of
mcney netded for people’s diy-ta-day
J|

The flow of housing flnance was con-
Alnain satlsfactory levels and
Lhere wasino Yeason £o doubl that it
would continfe to,
_The Reserve Bank could have rev-
éried the Increasss In short-term In-
terest rales only by po unlimiied
money inta the rconomy,

ThiS ‘wodld “have. been disasirous
and would have eventually Jed to an

Inereate in interest rates

SPECIAL BUYS

Hug,n nwinga on current

Iép sellers! Immediate. qqli_\mryl

R
HRARAREL

RICH TEAK VENEER
BE]RB[IM CROLPS

Grained panel doors on matching rebes,
Lore dressing table ond headboard with
motching side tables, Save deflars

SPANISH INSPIRED
BEDH[i[II'r'I VALUEAT

The Advertiser, Monday 29 April 1974, p. 3
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( Janeta Turpe,
/Ppa/-'af/o/z

SJor th

2003/2004,

p.303)
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