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... we are composed of a frail string of learned 

sequences ... and these pieces which make 

up the puzzle of the self are held together 

by the glue of memory. Certain solvents 

can dissolve this glue: a stroke, catastrophic 

events. Then we are forced to become scav-

engers of our own past, searching, finding, 

relearning, reassembling the self.

(Janette Turner Hospital, 

Due Preparations for the Plague, 

2003/2004, p. 52)
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 The dead never stop telling us stories.

 Those whom we have betrayed, no mat-

ter how pure our intent, how scrupulous our 

reasons, they tell their tales to us night after 

night, which is why some of you will lose 

all capacity to sleep.

(Janette Turner Hospital, 
Due Preparations for the Plague, 2003/2004, p. 303)
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