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SUMMARY 
 

This thesis examines the nature of Irish-Australian loyalty towards the British Empire at 
points of imperial crisis. It seeks to discover whether Irish-Australians managed to 
negotiate the multiple colonial loyalties towards Britain, Ireland and Australia, and whether 
post-Federation, they developed an Irish-Australian identity, and as claimed, jettisoned 
Ireland totally. It focuses on Victoria and South Australia, using Irish-Catholic newspapers, 
the Melbourne Advocate and the Adelaide Southern Cross, to identify the changing contours 
of Irish-Australian imperial commitment from the years of Fenian threats to the end of the 
Irish Civil War.  
 
The research demonstrates the complex mechanisms of the newspaper ‘exchange’ system 
used in Melbourne and Adelaide. This practice integrated material from across the diaspora 
and beyond, locating Irish-Australians within an information web which confirmed their 
Irishness and reinforced their Catholicism, often marginalising them further within a 
British-oriented community.  
 
Examination of six decades, concentrating on the ways two Irish-Catholic newspapers 
presented imperial crises to their largely Irish-Australian readers enables comparison 
between Irish Victoria and South Australia. Contrast between the Advocate and Southern 
Cross was most evident during the Anglo-Boer War and the Irish Civil War. However the 
impact both of significant demographic differences and editorial perspective was critical in 
shaping the newspapers’ viewpoint. Understanding the background and development of 
both newspapers was vital for clarification of their role in the community and for their 
extreme divergence in 1922 and 1923. 
 
As the largest colonial and national minority group, most Irish immigrants and their 
descendants were differentiated by both religion and sentiment towards Britain. Dominant 
figures within the British-focussed majority observed levels of Irish imperial loyalty, noting 
examples of their continuing identification with Ireland. Although most Irish-Australians 
were happy in their exercise of imperial loyalty, before the Great War small numbers 
demonstrated their disengagement from this performance. And while the first years of 
World War One were marked by largely unqualified Irish-Australian loyalty, clearly 
displayed in both newspapers, this was irreparably disrupted by the events associated with 
the Easter Rising in 1916. In an atmosphere where disloyalty was tangible from 1917, Irish-
Australians were subject to intense surveillance beyond the war and through the Irish War 
of Independence. The nature of the security monitoring reinforced the ‘Otherness’ of 
Irish-Australians. This group was simultaneously confronted by major internal fractures, 
and the belated, and often unwilling, recognition that Britain’s interests would no longer 
accommodate previous commitments to Ireland. The newspapers revealed the loyalty 
shifting process which accompanied the unfolding horror of war in Ireland between 1919 
and 1921, and for readers, the agonising vicarious experience of Civil War engulfing the 
country. 
 
Irish-Australians viewed both the Empire and Australia in ways that marginalised them 
from other Australians when the Empire was threatened. But by the end of 1923 while 
many had experienced division and discord in relation to the Empire and their stance as 
Australians, Irish-Australian identification with Ireland was changed but not dismantled. 
 
 



 ix 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
DECLARATION 

 
 
 
 
 

I certify that this thesis does not incorporate without acknowledgement any 
material previously submitted for a degree or diploma in any university; and 
that to the best of my knowledge and belief it does not contain any material 
previously published or written by another person except where due reference 
is made in the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

M Stephanie James 



 x 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
A series of sometimes inter-connecting circles of support lie behind this thesis. The 
support of a phalanx of librarians and archivists has ensured the propulsion of this research 
towards completion. At Flinders, the interest and energy of the library staff, in particular, 
Veronica, Heidi, Aelise, Chris and Tony has been crucial. At the Barr Smith Library and the 
State Libraries of South Australia and Victoria, many individuals went beyond the confines 
of their position to locate material or provide assistance. I am more than grateful to Sue 
Ryan at Adelaide’s Catholic Archives, Barbara Specht and Rosemary Yelland at Cabra 
Dominican Archives, and Jacinta Weiss at Christian Brother’s College Archives for their 
assistance with photographs, and to Sue for supporting my requests re appraising letters 
from Adelaide’s Irish Archbishops. From Hobart and Perth I received support from Sister 
Carmel and Stephania at the Catholic Archives, and in Dunedin, my request to look at 
original copies of the New Zealand Tablet was willingly met. Michael Head SJ directed me 
to important background about Catholicism in Melbourne. At the National Archives in 
Adelaide, Sara and Jeremy got me organised in the murky realm of surveillance files so that 
I was well organised when I branched out to holdings in Canberra and Melbourne. There I 
was well supported. Working in the Manuscript section of the National Library of Australia 
was always a positive experience and the friendly staff added much to the experience. In 
Dublin, my time at the National Library was always worthwhile; both in the Manuscript 
and Reading Room area, individuals were interested in my project and willing to offer 
advice. At Trinity College, although I was under enormous pressure due to a two week 
closure, I managed to complete almost my whole task list and felt reassured by professional 
backing. The archivist at Cabra, Dublin has become a valued contact, and her efforts to 
locate useful material were truly welcomed. Meeting Carmel, a genealogist, at Dublin’s 
National Library assisted me towards resurrecting the Irish life of John W. Walshe, a task 
where the skilled engagement from my colleague, Bronte in Adelaide, meant that I made 
real progress. Meeting Malachy who led a ‘1916 Tour of Dublin’ helped me understand that 
the stories of Irish-Australia must be transplanted to Ireland. And recently in Sydney, the 
chance meeting with a trio of retired Marist Brothers enabled me to discover the identity of 
Brother Sebastian who was one of many individuals preoccupying the surveillance 
authorities in and after the Great War. 
 
Some individuals have provided professional support at various points; my two brothers, 
Patrick, incredibly knowledgeable about, and generous in relation to his World War One 
expertise, and Anthony, conversant with the wider academic scene, contributed personal 
assistance as well. Others including Pat Naughtin, Bob Wilkinson, Kevin Molloy, 
Edmundo Murray, John Temperly, especially Val Noone and Mary Doyle in Melbourne, 
and always with care and affirmation, Peter Toner in Canada, Lennis in Auckland and 
Garry in Adelaide. My Flinders colleagues, Simon, Ann, Iliya, Storm, Darryl and Bronte, all 
at different points on this research journey, have contributed time, humour, insight and the 
inexplicable to this process we face jointly. At greater distance, and responding to email 
queries for information, Rosa MacGinley, Elizabeth Kwan and Neville Meaney, provided 
generous direction. Similarly, requests to other Australian historians about whether I had 
somehow overlooked a body of knowledge about the religious press were met carefully and 
helpfully. Interest from Flinders historians past and present – Lance Brennan, Brian 
Dickey, David Hilliard, Peter Howell, Margrette Kleinig and Eric Richards – invariably 
worked to further the process. Interest from others like Shannon Dowling and Greg Tobin 
always reinforced the research process. Dymphna, almost ‘a historian’, and a dear, caring 
friend, has oftentimes bolstered my flagging spirits, talked to me about ideas and 



 xi 

innumerable drafts, and ultimately read the whole manuscript in amazing time to set me 
straight about assumptions and confused writing. 
 
In Dublin the generous friendship and support of my dear friend Joan (and her family) 
enabled me to relish two months of research time, and experience an atmosphere where I 
could always talk about my research. And in Canberra, accommodation and care from 
Annie and Chris bolstered the exciting weeks spread between the National Library and the 
National Archives. 
 
At different levels, my long suffering non-historically interested/informed friends and 
neighbours, deserve acknowledgement for their forbearance over the last three and a half 
years. And some, like Gloria and Jim, and more recently Rory, helped instil flagging energy 
in the final, difficult stages. My evasion of social events and necessity to at least mention 
the latest exciting discovery has tested their patience. Similarly, my daughters and their 
partners have suffered my excitement generally with grace and humour; their appreciation 
of my path and their provision of support has contributed to completion. My seven 
grandchildren have heard lots from me about what I’m doing; surely this historical 
indoctrination must bear fruit? 
 
Support and practical assistance from my friend Carolyn has enabled me to surmount the 
technological challenges of constructing this document. She has accomplished this feat 
without me feeling incompetent or inadequate, and her generosity and gentle involvement 
has enabled me to feel that most challenges were not really beyond me.  
 
To my supervisors, the debt is unquestionable. The acceptance, interest, affirmation and 
care have made the difference between managing and (mostly) enjoying the process. I am 
grateful for the different contributions made by Catherine and Andreko, and feel 
enormously lucky to have shared part of the research encounter with them both. 
 
And to Peter who has endured Ireland since 2005, but at a greater level of intensity since 
2010, the thesis would not have happened without your input, culinary, family 
responsibility, ability to skirt heaps of books/papers, photography, and willingness to at 
least sometimes pretend interest. 
 



 xii 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  
 
 
ACF  Australian Catholic Federation 
AIF   Australian Imperial Forces 
ANA  Australian Natives Association 
CBC  Christian Brothers College 
CEB  Counter Espionage Bureau 
CIB Commonwealth Investigation Bureau 
CIC  Commander-in-Chief 
CYMS Catholic Young Men’s Society 
DCC  Deputy Chief Censor 
DMP  Dublin metropolitan Police 
DORA Defence of the Realm Act 
HACBS Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society 
INA  Irish National Association 
INF  Irish National Federation (1890s) 
INF  Irish National Foresters (Benefit Society) 
INS  Irish National Society (South Australian INA from 1921) 
INL  Irish National League 
IPP  Irish Parliamentary Party 
IRA  Irish Republican Army (from 1919 this was the renamed  
  Irish Volunteers) 
IRA  Irish Republican Association (in Victoria from 1922) 
IRB  Irish Republican Brotherhood 
LOL  Loyal Orange Lodge 
MSC  Missionary of the Sacred Heart 
NAA  National Archives of Australia 
NLA  National Library of Australia 
NLI  National Library of Ireland 
OCC  Order of Calced Carmelites 
OP   Order of Preachers (Dominican) 
RIC  Royal Irish Constabulary 
SDIL  Self-Determination for Ireland League of Australia 
SLSA  State Library of South Australia 
SLV  State Library of Victoria 
SIB  Special Intelligence Bureau  
SJ  Society of Jesus (Jesuit) 
TCD  Trinity College Dublin 
UIL  United Irish League 
WPA  War Precautions Act 
YIS  Young Ireland Society 



 xiii 

 
 
 
 

 
You underrate, most Englishmen do, the depth and power of Irish national aspirations. 
‘Let Paddy own his bit of land and be free from rack renting and he will become loyal and 
contented.’ That used to be the notion but it has proved a delusion. The trouble is much 
deeper. The Irish people demand freedom from foreign domination and interference. They 
do not sympathise with Britain’s Imperialism and foreign policy. They were denounced as 
rebels and traitors because they denounced, as did Lloyd George, the Boer War. If Ireland’s 
independence were secured I do not think that she would hanker after armaments or 
foreign policy. 
 
The form of government is not of primary importance but it must be in harmony with the 
genius and aspirations of the people and free from foreign influence and dictation…. The 
Kelts (sic) are governed more by their spiritual than their materialistic instincts. Economic 
progress and development are not everything. 

 
       James Vincent O’Loghlin 
       17 November 19211 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 J.V. O’Loghlin to Rev Edward S. Kiek, 17 November 1921, Letter, National Library of Australia, J.V. 
O’Loghlin Papers, MS4520/3. See NAA: A8911/219 for reports of 28 and 31 May 1920 where Kiek was 
interviewed by the Commonwealth Intelligence Bureau about his assessment of the Sinn Fein leanings of 
some Irish clerical fellow passengers on board ship coming to Australia. In answer to concerns about the 
potential for their ‘pernicious teaching’ at Melbourne’s Xavier College, he described himself as a ‘Home 
Ruler’ and the pair as ‘Sinn Fein in spirit but not utterance’. 
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