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Thesis Summary

The purpose of this thesis is to analyse the nuances of the Singapore Government that
have kept the ruling People’s Action Party (PAP) in government continuously since
1959. | argue continued sophisticated governance perpetuates into the conceivable
future. Whereas other scholars have focused on singular specific elements of
Singaporean society, | analyse the Government’s control of the media, civil activism,
and elections, and the impact of the internet within each sector. Furthermore, | argue that
these three sectors are intertwined in their involvement with each other and the
Government.

Within this thesis, | apply to Singapore’s governance the theory of governmentality,
developed by Michel Foucault. Governmentality is the manner in which authority
influences the conduct of others, by methods including heavy-handed punishment,
discipline in specifically created and managed microcosms, and the encouragement of
self-regulation by actors. The ultimate goal of governmentality is for the population to
fulfill the desired ends of the sovereign authority. Governmentality also contains a
significant degree of flexibility to modify the methods of government as appropriate. In
Singapore, this realignment of governmentality has seen decrease in heavy-handedness
in favour of greater use of discipline and self-government. This is a unique use of
Foucault’s theories within the body of scholarship on Singapore’s politics and society.

Within Singaporean society there is a growing impetus to make use of the limited spaces
for civil activism, alternative media and pluralism; and a brazenness to stand in
opposition to the Government which did not exist even a decade ago. This is the result of
a generational shift in part brought forth by the ubiquitous use of the internet by younger
people. Therefore, the ability for the PAP to adapt to the uses of the internet by the
citizenry and the increasing boldness of the Singaporean youth will be a test of its
perpetual governmentality revision.



Declaration

| certify that this thesis does not incorporate without acknowledgement any material
previously submitted for a degree or diploma in any university; and that to the best of
my knowledge and belief it does not contain any material previously published or
written by another person except where due reference is made in the text.

':A
il
7 \/ ‘\\ /\! / (
N o e =

Natasha Bissett

o — v
-

September 3, 2013

Date



Acknowledgements

This thesis is the product of just over four years of research (2010-2014) and living in four
countries; Australia, Singapore, Japan, and the United Kingdom. Understandably, it would not
have been possible without a significant support network.

Firstly, I would like to thank my supervisory team of Dr Michael Barr (Principal Supervisor) and
Dr Elizabeth Morrell (Associate Supervisor) for their continuous support throughout the course
of this project. | am especially grateful to Michael for his invaluable assistance when | needed to
dive into the deep-end of Singaporean political science, including many hours of conversations
(face-to-face and via email) and access to his fantastic amount of experience and overflowing
library. I must thank them equally for their meticulousness with the drafting process to provide
me with constructive criticism and useful editing advice throughout the duration of the project.

I would also like the thank the people who were involved in the data collection portion of this
project, including the 25 people who agreed to be interviewed in Singapore in October-
November 2010, and the Singapore Internet Research Centre at Nanyang Technological
University, which agreed to host me as a visiting scholar during my stay in Singapore. | would
also like to thank the support network within the Flinders University Faculty of Social and
Behavioural Sciences and School of International Studies while | was on-campus from 2009-
2011.

| reserve my greatest thanks for my family and friends who have stood by me over the past five
years. They have been a continuous source of support and offered the wisdom of patience and
perseverance. | also appreciate their good humour for my quirky amount of Singapore-related
knowledge and that a PhD can sometimes be a never-ending process that seems foreign in the
real world.
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