ATTACHMENT 1b: FOUR-TERM PROGRAM OUTLINE
Variety within structure: a four term, eight year developmentally scaffolded second alphabetic language literacy program
Term one:
Major teaching input to whole of class. Time used to establish a common working base in the class, attend to key literacy skills/strategies (incl. phonics, spelling and syntax) and thematic vocab for the year. This is the foundational term where we work as a class, pairs and individually. 

· routines

· literacy block structure

· common level (dev. sequences)

· spelling – phonics-based word lists and thematic vocab derived from dev. seq. (creatively recycled throughout teaching segments using activities which foster an integrated and flexible use of the four literacy macroskills)

· syntax – introduce focus sentence construct / verb tense(s) based upon dev. seq.

· thematic vocab –  learning to tell the time in term one leads into oral/written work on public transport, post office, shopping, hotel, doctor, school etc… in later terms
Term two:
Immersion in Spanish. Strong emphasis on oral language development, vocabulary development, decoding and comprehension strategies, syntax and pronunciation (metacognition). Oral language elements and strategy development builds on from term one and reinforces through recycling in context of use i.e. phonics & spelling.

Term three:
Strong emphasis on directed and guided small group work with multisensory & multimodal literacy learning activities that draw upon the first two terms work to enable (scaffold) flexible and successful use & synthesising of the four literacy macroskills of listening, speaking, reading & writing.
· Inclusivity of LD and special needs/abilities 
· learning through multiple pathways (foster rich dendritic networks to promote understanding and flexible, integrated use of content material)

· drama/oral activities using thematic vocab are an exemplar activity which requires synthesis of macroskills – write play, read play, speak parts, listen and respond to others (incl. audience role)

Term four:
As above.

Pedagogical principles

· Thematically scaffolded (systematic approach) functional language input based upon the developmental sequences to optimise language acquisition in-step with English Curriculum (strong emphasis on creative recycling).
· Developmentally scaffolded - age, learning profile, themes, language input all build upon (and continue to use) the preceding year(s) work.

· Teaching and learning occurs within an environment of immersion (Krashen & Terrell) where teacher directs and scaffolds learning based upon developmental phase (student ability) – bilingual instructions, demonstrate verbs/instructions, point to objects, mime, start with functional nouns and classroom language with realistic opportunities for constant recycling.

· Based upon tested theories of the neurobiology of learning (Science of Learning): explicit teaching, spaced interleaved and retrieval practice etc.
· Small group instruction (allowing for 1:1 feedback and instruction).

· Teacher’s role as director and coach (demonstrating and providing corrective feedback strategic etc.).

· Focus on metacognition (deliberate use and reflection on the language – phonics, syntax, pronunciation, syllabification, cognates etc…).

· Activities are multimodal, multisensory and open-ended at both entry and exit points for special needs (this however, does not explicitly cater for students with severe disabilities).

· Teaching methodology adapted from established, successful English literacy teaching methodologies and current evidence from the Science of Learning and Reading.
· Strong emphasis on functional oral language development as the basis for becoming literate.

· Contextualised for Australia (predominantly monolingual environment).
· Creative recycling / use of language input as a foundational language acquisition methodology.

· Constructed upon and reflective of an understanding of: how human’s learn, age and developmental needs/abilities of the differing student cohorts (developmentally scaffolded – Piaget etc.), literacy teaching methodologies for alphabetic languages and student engagement strategies (interest, intentions/purposes, internally motivated, sense of self-efficacy etc.) and the requisite resources needed in practice.
PROGRAM & PLANNING SCHEMA:
Program (what/when teaching / literacy block structure)

+ 

Developmental Sequences (what/when of language input) 

+
Resources (to enable teaching / themes / drama etc…)

+

Scientifically defensible literacy teaching methodologies (How to teach)

+
Diagnostics / formative assessments (provides data for planning, learning and reporting – individual needs, inclusivity)

=

Comprehensive Second Alphabetic Language Literacy Curriculum Document (primed for integration with the societal language course i.e. English)
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