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Participant Information Sheet (Teachers)
Dear Prospective Participant
This research project takes the form of a critical inquiry into the actions of the Dual Language Literacy Project: an Integrated Approach for Schools (DLLP:IA) which is a joint initiative of the Department of Education and Children’s Services (DECS) and the Flinders University of South Australia (FUSA). The key aim of the joint project is to foster student language learning in the primary years through a dual language literacy approach which scaffolds literacy development within and between languages.

The rationale behind the joint initiative is borne of research findings which demonstrate that the experiences that enable a child to acquire a language and then to become literate in it follow a predictable developmental pathway. This pathway can therefore be used to plan a languages curriculum whether it is for learning a first, or a subsequent language. Adapting established, successful English literacy pedagogy to the teaching of subsequent languages allows children to use and enhance their language, literacy and cognitive skills. Thus new language learning is facilitated and simultaneously first language literacy skills are deepened. 

The objectives of the research project are:

1. To validate through teacher dissemination and implementation a general set of pedagogical principles for the teaching and learning of languages

2. To establish the conditions under which a dual language literacy approach is feasible

3. To establish what can be achieved through the implementation of a scaffolded dual language literacy approach

4. To establish a model program for scaffolding students' literacy development within and between languages

5. To validate the aforementioned model through generalisation to other language codes and language learning settings as well as establishing the key modifications required for effective translation of the model for those languages, and
6. To identify effective sustainable strategies for both validating and disseminating novel research findings in schools which operate in concert with ongoing teacher professional learning  

The joint initiative will be conducted from mid 2009 until the end of the 2011 school year. It will be enacted in four phases:

Phase 1: starting with the early years (May 2009 – July 2009)
1. Select schools where the R-2 teacher(s) and the language teacher(s) are interested in working collaboratively on the development of shared literacy teaching practices.

2. Provide four in-service days for the R-2 and the language teachers of each identified school.
Phase 2: beginning and resourcing implementation (July 2009 – Jan 2010)

1. Establish Moodle site for communication.
2. Participating teachers collect baseline data and initiate scaffolded literacy program.
3. Assisted resource development focus (e.g. visit to Era Publications).
4. Individual site visits linked to planning and reflection (Term 3, full day release). 
5. Plenary day in Term 3, 2009 at Flinders (FUSA): guided reflection and planning for Term 4, 2009 including end of year assessments.
6. Engagement driven by site needs in Term 4, 2009. 
Phase 3: program development and resource validation (Jan 2010 – July 2010)

1. Whole group planning day at FUSA before the start of the 2010 school year. 

2. Development and dissemination of new collaborative teaching resources.

3. Individual site visits linked to planning and reflection (Term 1, full day release). 
4. Collaborative plenary day at FUSA for the purpose of program evaluation by participants (mid Term 2, 2010).

5. Interim progress report on the project (July, 2010) to DECS curriculum directorate and FUSA by project team and site reports by participating teachers.

Phase 4: moving towards a whole of school framework (July 2010 – July 2011)

1. Two in-service days for second language teachers
2. Individual site visits linked to planning, reflection and end of year assessments (Term 3, 2010 full day release). 
3. Site developments: mentoring of additional teacher(s) by current participants with in-servicing by project team (Term 4, 2010 1 full day at FUSA).

4. Full day plenary session at FUSA before the commencement of the 2011 school year.

5. Individual site visits linked to planning and reflection (Term 1, 2011 full day release). 

6. School-based detailed planning and resource development/needs (one full day release Term 2, 2011).

7. Collaborative plenary day at FUSA for the purpose of program evaluation by participants (mid Term 2, 2011).

8. Interim progress report on the project (July, 2011) to DECS curriculum directorate and FUSA by project team and site reports by participating teachers. With a final report due in January 2012.

As indicated, your role for both the joint initiative and the research project would be as a teacher-researcher where you will be asked to consider a new scaffolded literacy approach to languages education based on a model program already applied at a DECS site. Your focus for the joint initiative would be to collaboratively consider any necessary modifications to this model with your colleagues and mentors and then implement this approach in your classroom; while your key focus for the research project would be to record and report on these actions. Funding has been provided by both DECS and FUSA to release you in school time to participate fully in this initiative including, but not limited to, extra release time for collaborative planning, resource development and the provision of feedback for the research project. In terms of the research project you would be asked to:
1. maintain a reflective journal of your actions 

2. attend and participate in the professional learning sessions as outlined

3. participate in collaborative planning with a colleague at your site

4. complete five questionnaires over the course of the project and an interview 

No information that identifies an individual will be published in my thesis and the confidentiality of any information provided by you will be respected. All completed journals, questionnaires and student assessment data will be retained and will not be made available for general view. Similarly, you can ask for information to be omitted at any stage, your participation is voluntary and you may therefore feel at liberty to withdraw from the project at any stage. There are no known implications for withdrawal, you may withdraw any data which you have collected and you may still be included in the dissemination of the final summary of findings.
There will be no reimbursement for costs associated with travel to and from your site, any other sites which you may visit and FUSA. However, catering will be provided for sessions conducted at FUSA, access to the FUSA library will be available and a grant of resources to each school and to each participant for supporting their action-research process will be made.
Members of the research team include:

Mr Peter Nielsen

Mob: 0419 824535

Email: Peter.Nielsen@neelos.com 

Dr Bernard Mageean

Mob: 0403 977307

Email: bernard.mageean@flinders.edu.au
Dr Barbara Nielsen

Ph: 08 8201 3386

Email: barbara.nielsen@flinders.edu.au
School of Education
GPO Box 2100
Adelaide SA 5001

Tel:
08 8201 2441
Fax:
08 8201 3184
bernard.mageean@flinders.edu.au
www.flinders.edu.au/education
CRICOS Provider No. 00114A
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION (Teachers)
Dear Prospective Participant
This letter is to introduce Mr Peter Nielsen who is a Doctoral (PhD) student in the School of Education at Flinders University.  He will produce his student card, which carries a photograph, as proof of identity.

He is undertaking research leading to the production of a thesis or other publications on the subject of "Pedagogical Principles for the Teaching and Learning of Languages: insights from the dissemination of a model languages and literacy program".
He would be most grateful if you would volunteer to assist in this research by agreeing to provide insights and feedback from your experiences participating in the Dual Language Literacy Project: an Integrated Approach for Schools. Details of this project and the format of the feedback sought are contained in the attached participant information sheet.
Be assured that any information provided will be treated in the strictest confidence and none of the participants will be individually identifiable in the resulting thesis, report or other publications.  You are, of course, entirely free to discontinue your participation at any time or to decline to answer particular questions.

Since he intends to make a tape recording of any interview, he will seek your consent, on the attached form, to record the interview, to use the recording or a transcription in preparing the thesis, report or other publications, on condition that your name or identity is not revealed, and to make the recording available to other researchers on the same conditions.  It may be necessary to make the recording available to secretarial assistants for transcription, in which case you may be assured that such persons will be advised of the requirement that your name or identity not be revealed and that the confidentiality of the material is respected and maintained.

Any enquiries you may have concerning this project should be directed to me at the address given above or by telephone on 8201 2441, by fax on 8201 3184 or by email (bernard.mageean@flinders.edu.au). 
Thank you for your attention and assistance.

Yours sincerely

Dr Bernard Mageean
Adjunct Lecturer

School of Education
This research project has been approved by the Flinders University Social and Behavioural Research Ethics Committee.  For more information regarding ethical approval of the project the Secretary of the Committee can be contacted by telephone on 8201 5962, by fax on 8201 2035 or by email sandy.huxtable@flinders.edu.au. 
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