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Methodology for community surveys, 1979-1984 
 
A standard methodology was used for all the community surveys used in this thesis.  
Once a field area was selected, a base map for the area showing all roads and 
inhabited houses was constructed, with the best available topographic map as a base.  
Houses were plotted from the most recent air photograph coverage, or for later 
surveys the State RAPID database (Rural Areas Property Identification Directory).  
Field checking and checking with the local Council staff was carried out prior to 
survey to eliminate ruins and, as far as possible, empty houses.  A rural base map 
covered the whole area, and separate larger scale base maps were produced for each 
town or clustered settlement in the area.  The total number of occupied dwellings was 
obtained for the rural area and each clustered settlement. 
 
The sample fraction was chosen between 1:4 and 1:7, depending on the population 
size, time available and number of interviewers.  In the townships each house was 
given an identification number, and a simple random sample of the required number 
of households was drawn according to the sample fraction, with reserves also 
randomly drawn. 
 
The sampling method for the rural areas was devised to give each identified dwelling 
an equal chance of selection, yet to give a representative spatial scatter of responses 
for mapping purposes.  Vertical, regularly spaced lines were ruled and labelled A-n on 
the rural basemap.   Identified dwellings were then given a sequential ID number, 
counting down Column A, then up Column B, down C and so on.  The columns were 
then divided into segments each containing an equal number of dwellings in 
accordance with the sample fraction.  For example, for a sample fraction of !:6, the 
map in effect was divided into a mosaic of small rectangles each containing six 
dwellings.  In each rectangle one house was randomly selected.  The survey was 
advertised beforehand in the relevant local newspapers and in some cases by letter.  
Local Councils were advised and in many cases co-operated with the survey planning.  
All interviews were conducted by personal visit at the selected household, 
interviewers being equipped with identification from the University.  Interviews were 
not tape recorded.  In cases where no contact was made after three visits, a reserve 
household was approached.  Reserves were always the nearest house by road to the 
first choice dwelling.  In most cases the bulk of the interviews were carried out over 
one week, with a follow up by a small group two to three weeks later to try to fill in 
gaps in the sample.  Response rates were very good, almost always better than 75% 
first choices in the rural sample and in many cases higher.  Rates were lower in the 
towns, partly from refusals but also because of the greater incidence of two-income 
commuting households which were hard to catch during working hours.  Data from 
the questionnaires were coded and transferred to a computer for analysis.   
 
An example of the questionnaire used is attached.  The questions relating to spatial 
identification of social areas were kept standard, but other items on the questionnaire 
varied from year to year in accordance with the specific aims in that year. 
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