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ABSTRACT 
Radial-flux induction motors (RFIMs) remain the predominant choice in industrial 

applications, largely owing to their robustness and structural simplicity. Nevertheless, their 
limited power density has driven increasing interest in axial-flux induction motors (AFIMs), 
which offer superior torque density and a more compact configuration. Despite these 
advantages, AFIMs remain underutilised in line-start applications due to practical 
challenges, such as higher manufacturing complexity, structural sensitivity, and the lack of 
standardised design and fabrication guidelines. 

This thesis establishes a design and evaluation framework for line-start AFIMs. A geometry-
driven electromagnetic design method is proposed, incorporating key constraints such as 
magnetic loading and current density at different radii, making the approach more aligned with 
the inherent characteristics of AFIMs. Additionally, material cost considerations are integrated 
to ensure design feasibility from both technical and economic perspectives. Multi-objective 
visualisation techniques are employed to reveal trade-offs and guide optimal design choices. The 
method is then applied to transform commercial RFIMs into AFIM counterparts for different pole 
numbers. A comprehensive sensitivity analysis is conducted to evaluate how variations in key 
geometric parameters, such as slot shape and slot number, affect the electromagnetic 
performance of both AFIMs and RFIMs, and to identify which parameters play a more critical 
role in each topology.  

The work further investigates axial force, an issue that has attracted considerable attention in 
AFIMs. To address this, a static measurement technique is developed and validated both 
simulation and experimental results. This method enables accurate quantification of axial force 
without fully assembled thereby enabling accurate evaluation during early-stage prototyping. 
The outcomes provide valuable design reference for mechanical support structure, airgap 
management, and bearing selection in AFIM development. Various double-sided AFIM 
topologies are also analysed and compared to evaluate their impact on axial force mitigation and 
structural feasibility.  

A stationary no-load testing methodology specifically developed for AFIM is proposed as an 
alternative to the conventional rotating no-load test.  This approach enables an early-stage 
evaluation of motor performance without the need for rotor rotation or fully mechanical 
assembly. Moreover, the study introduces a classification of mechanical losses into voltage and 
airgap length dependent components. By employing combined strategy of stationary and 



 

V 

rotating no-load measurements, these components can be separated, thereby providing a more 
accurate assessment of electromagnetic characteristics of AFIMs at the preliminary evaluation 
stage. 

Together, these contributions form a comprehensive investigation for the efficient design, 
prototyping, and evaluation of line-start AFIMs, supporting their practical deployment in 
industrial applications.  
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1.1 Background 

Electric motors (EMs) are the most widely used energy conversion devices in renewable 
energy generation. Their ability to operate both as motors and generators makes them 
suitable for a wide range of applications. These include residential appliances, industrial 
manufacturing, commercial enterprises, and public transportation systems [1, 2]. In the 
industrial sector, EMs are extensively used to drive machinery and conveyor systems. 
Within the commercial sector, the power equipment such as refrigeration units and heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. In public transportations, EMs are 
increasingly adopted as a replacement for internal combustion engines (ICEs), offering a 
viable pathway toward net-zero emissions. Compared to ICEs, EMs exhibit significantly 
higher efficiency, thereby reducing operational costs and environmental impacts. In the 
residential domain, EMs are installed in a wide range of appliances, including washing 
machines, vacuum cleaners, and air conditioners [2, 3]. Importantly, EMs constitute the 
largest single end-use of electricity in the industrial sector, account for approximately 60% 
of total electricity consumption [2-4]. 

Radial-flux motors (RFMs) represent the most common configuration of EMs, 
characterised by a cylindrical rotor concentrically enclosed by the stator. In this arrangement, 
the magnetic flux crosses the airgap in the radial direction, i.e., perpendicular to the axis of 
rotation. In contrast, axial-flux motors (AFMs) adopt a disc-shaped topology in which the 
rotor and stator are positioned in parallel. This results in the magnetic flux traversing the 
airgap along the axial direction, parallel to the shaft. When a squirrel-cage rotor is employed 
in an axial-flux configuration, the motor is referred to as an axial-flux induction motor 
(AFIM), while its conventional radial counterpart is termed a radial-flux induction motor 
(RFIM), as illustrated in (Figure 1-1). 

Some of the earliest recorded EMs were based on the axial-flux principle. Michael 
Faraday demonstrated a primitive disc-type motor in 1831, which can be regarded as one of 
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the first AFM [5]. Subsequently, in 1889, Nikola Tesla patented a motor design that also 
employed axial-flux operation. Despite these early developments, the development of the 
AFM almost ceased following the first patent of a RFM in 1937. Thereafter, progress in AFM 
technology slowed significantly, primarily due to the high-precision manufacturing 
requirements and the limited production capabilities available at the time [5, 6]. Interest in 
AFMs was renewed in the 1990s, driven by advancements in materials and manufacturing 
technologies. In particular, their inherent advantages in specific applications, such as in-
wheel motor drives for electric vehicle (EV), have prompted renewed research into their 
design and performance [5, 6]. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 1-1 Axial (a) and radial (b) flux induction motors. 

Table 1-1 Comparison of Line-Start and Inverter-Driven Motors Based on Operational 
and Cost Characteristics [6-9]. 

Feature Line-Start Motor Inverter-Driven Motor 
Starting Method Directly from AC mains Controlled by variable-frequency drive (VFD) 
Speed Control Relatively fixed speed Variable speed 

Starting Torque High (≈ 200% of rated torque) Adjustable 
Efficiency High @ fixed speed High across range of speeds 
Setup Cost Low High 

Maintenance Cost Low High 

Applications Constant-speed applications 
Variable-speed and precise control 

applications 
Installation Simple More complex 

Alternating current (AC) EMs can be divided into two categories, line-start and inverter-
driven motors. A comparison of their key operational characteristics, cost implications, and 
application suitability is summarised in Table 1-1. Line-start motors are designed for near-
constant speed operation and typically achieve their highest efficiency close to the rated 
load torque. These motors operate directly from the AC mains and are widely deployed in 
applications such as fans and pumps, where a fixed operating speed is acceptable. In 
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contrast, inverter-driven motors require a variable frequency drive (VFD) to control their 
speed and torque. Although this increases both system cost and complexity, it enables high 
efficiency over a broad range of operating conditions, making such systems well-suited to 
variable-speed applications. 

Among line-start EMs, RFIMs have long been standard due to their robustness, cost-
effectiveness and maintenance costs, making them ideal for extreme industrial 
environments and heavy-duty applications. However, growing demands for higher 
efficiency with more compact designs have prompted increased interest in alternative motor 
technologies.  

One such alternative is the radial-flux line-start permanent magnet synchronous motor 
(RF-LSPM) [10, 11], which incorporates embedded permanent magnets to enhance 
efficiency, power factor, and torque density. The presence of magnets enables synchronous-
speed operation and reduced energy consumption, particularly under variable load 
conditions. Despite these advantages, RF-LSPMs are associated with higher production 
costs and a risk of demagnetisation under extreme operating conditions [12-17].  

Another promising alternative is the AFIM, which offers structural advantages such as 
improved magnetic material utilisation, more compact design, and superior thermal 
characteristics [14, 18-23]. These features offer the potential for higher torque density and 
reduced volume, particularly in applications where axial space is constrained. Despite these 
benefits, the adoption of AFIMs in line-start applications has lagged behind that of axial-
flux permanent magnet motors (AFPMs), which have gained traction in variable-speed 
systems such as the YASA motor used in Mercedes-Benz EV [24]. The slower uptake of 
AFIMs can be attributed to the entrenched dominance of RFIMs and the challenges of 
manufacturing axial-flux topologies. However, recent advancements in fabrication 
techniques and materials are steadily lowering these barriers. Continued research and 
development may position AFIMs as viable alternatives to RFIMs in line-start applications 
where compactness, efficiency, and improved performance are of critical importance. 

1.2 Research Problems and Motivations 

Although AFIMs potentially offer electromagnetic and structural advantages, they have 
not been comprehensively investigated in prior research [7, 25]. Existing research has 
primarily focused on the modelling and design of AFPMs for variable-speed electric vehicle 
(EV) applications, with far fewer works dedicated to line-start AFIMs [19, 22, 26-29]. As 
discussed earlier, balancing cost and efficiency is important to the design of line-start motors. 
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Accordingly, one key research focus is to assess this trade-off in AFIMs in comparison with 
their RFIM counterparts. Achieving this requires a detailed examination of the AFIM design 
methodology, including its electromagnetic performance characteristics, to assess its 
viability as practical alternative for line-start applications. 

EM design typically employs either analytical methods, such as magnetic and sizing 
equations, or numerical methods based on Maxwell’s equations, such as the finite-element 
method (FEM). Each approach presents a trade-off between intuitive understanding and 
accuracy of analysis. While numerous well-established design techniques exist for RFIMs 
[30-33], the design methods for AFIMs have been discussed in comparatively fewer studies 
[19, 31-38].  

Analytical sizing methods are known for their fast computational speed but rely heavily 
on empirical factors and assumptions such as linear magnetic materials, uniform airgap flux 
density, and the neglect of end effects. Consequently, their accuracy is lower than numerical 
methods. For non-conventional motor topologies, analytical approaches often lack 
generality and must be tailored on a case-by-case basis. This limitation is particularly 
evident in AFIMs, where one of the key design challenges lies in the lamination geometry. 
The stator and rotor lamination layers are characterised by a radial variation in cross-
sectional geometry, such as tooth width, which leads to a non-uniform magnetic field 
distribution across the radius [5] (Figure 1-2(a)). In contrast, RFIMs maintain an identical 
cross-sectional geometry across all lamination layers along the stacking direction, resulting 
in a more uniform magnetic field distribution (Figure 1-2(b)).  

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 1-2 Axial-flux (a) and radial-flux (b) induction motors showing the stator 
lamination layers. The RFIM shows the same stator lamination cross-section at different 
stack length positions, however, the AFIM shows different lamination cross-section at 
different stack length positions. 
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To improve the generality and accuracy of AFIM sizing methods, it is essential to account 
for the radial variation in magnetic loading, such as the flux density in the tooth regions. 
Such an approach can reduce dependence on empirical factors and enhance prediction 
accuracy. The sizing approach proposed in [35] is employed average diameter magnetic and 
electric loading to establish an equivalent 2-D model for AFIM design, however this 
simplified method overlooks the inherent radial variation of these loadings. As highlighted 
in [39], such simplification can lead to significant inaccuracies in radially laminated AFIMs, 
as the magnetic field distribution across different radial layers is neglected. In particular, 
magnetic saturation in the rotor and stator teeth near the inner diameter cannot be reliably 
captured without 3-D FEM. However, the numerical methods for AFIM become even more 
time-consuming compared to the RFIM due to the increased 3D geometric complexity and 
the variation of magnetic fields with diameter. Therefore, it is necessary to explore a design 
procedure tailored to AFIMs that accounts for the variations in electric and magnetic 
loading, while achieving a balance between computational efficiency and accuracy. 

EMs have a large attractive force between the rotor and stator which is proportional to 
the square of the airgap flux density (𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿). In RFMs, under normal balanced operation, this 
produces a net zero force on the rotor due to structural symmetry (Figure 1-3(a)). However, 
in a single-sided AFIM, the parallel placement of the rotor and stator results in a large 
unbalanced force (Figure 1-3(b)). This force presents a particular challenge from both 
mechanical and electromagnetic perspectives, affecting structural design and the accuracy 
of performance estimation. Structurally, it requires reinforced mechanical components, such 
as shafts, bearings, and housings, capable of withstanding high axial loads. 

 

 

(a) (b) 

Figure 1-3 Attractive force distribution between the rotor and stator (a) RFIM (top view) 
and (b) AFIM (side view). 

AFIMs typically feature a smaller airgap than AFPMs, which increases the risk of stator 
and rotor contact and makes accurate axial force prediction more critical. Despite its 
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importance, axial force has not been a major focus in previous research. While many studies 
have mentioned it as a challenge in AFPMs [40-44], methods for experimentally measuring 
or simulating axial force remain largely unexamined.  

From the perspective of electromagnetic performance estimation, axial force contributes 
to increased mechanical friction losses, which can compromise the accuracy of efficiency 
estimation [45]. Although this thesis focuses on a 415V line-start AFIM and evaluates 
mechanical loss at a single voltage point to assess loading performance, no-load behaviour 
under varying supply voltages remains an important consideration, particularly for newly 
developed AFIMs. In such cases understanding the influence of voltage variation on axial 
force is essential for accurately predicting mechanical losses and achieving a more precise 
breakdown of total motor losses.  

In addition, mitigating axial force is also a critical consideration in AFIM design. One 
potential approach is the adoption of double-sided AFIM configurations [22, 25, 46]. 
However, comparative studies among different double-sided AFIM topologies have not 
been conducted. As the effectiveness of axial force mitigation strongly depends on the rotor 
and stator arrangement, exploring the influence of various double-sided configurations on 
axial force cancellation is therefore essential. 

Few studies have presented the mechanical design and construction aspects of AFM, 
particularly in relation to prototyping practices [47-49]. Existing works often omit essential 
considerations such as the references for bearing selection, shaft configuration design, and 
housing integration, leaving a gap in practical design guidelines for constructing 
structurally robust and adjustable AFM assemblies. The gap in design guidelines is 
especially critical for single-sided AFM, where the parallel rotor-stator arrangement permits 
an adjustable airgap. Such a feature enables performance tuning to meet specific torque and 
speed requirements but simultaneously introduces large axial forces that must be 
mechanically sustained. To address this, a dedicated mechanical design is proposed that 
supports adjustable airgap lengths while maintaining structural stability under axial 
loading conditions. 

Experimental investigations on AFIMs have primarily aimed to validate the proposed 
design, FE simulation results, and analytical performance predictions [47-49]. The 
procedures commonly follow those established for RFIMs, including rotating and locked-
rotor tests conducted at fixed airgap lengths. These tests necessitate a fully assembled motor. 

In the no-load equivalent circuit of an induction motor, the rotor is electrically open 
circuit and functions to complete the magnetic flux path. This characteristic makes a 



CHAPTER 1                                                                                                                                                               INTRODUCTION 

7 

stationary no-load test theoretically feasible for RFIMs by using an unslotted rotor. However, 
implementing such a test still requires a supporting frame, shaft, and bearing to hold the 
motor components. In addition, varying the airgap length becomes impractical without 
having multiple rotors of different diameters.  

The structural configuration of AFIMs, combined with the theoretical basis of the no-
load test, motivates the development of a stationary no-load test procedure tailored 
specially for AFMs. Such an approach has not been previously reported in the literature, 
and its accuracy remains to be validated. 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1.3.1 Design of Axial-Flux Induction Motor 

To develop a systematic electromagnetic design process for AFIMs based on 
electromagnetic loading principles, addressing limitations of existing methods that are 
largely derived from radial-flux machine designs and often overlook radial variations in 
loading specific to AFIMs. This includes selection of electric and magnetic loading 
parameters tailored to AFIMs, and the development of trade-off plots to visualise the impact 
of key parameters, such as slot geometry, pole number, flux density, material usage, torque, 
efficiency, and cost. 

1.3.2 Comparative Study with RFIM 

To perform a comprehensive comparison between the designed AFIM and its RFIM 
counterpart. This includes the evaluation of slot shape sensitivity, pole number impact, 
steady-state and dynamic performance differences, and cost-effectiveness. The comparison 
also includes experimental benchmarking using a prototyped machine. 

1.3.3 Analyse and Mitigate Axial Forces in AFIMs 

To investigate axial force behaviour in single-sided AFIMs through 3D finite-element 
analysis and experimental validation. Various double-sided configurations are proposed 
and assessed for their effectiveness in mitigating axial forces and achieving mechanical 
symmetry under practical operating conditions. 

1.3.4 Prototype an AFIM 



CHAPTER 1                                                                                                                                                               INTRODUCTION 

8 

To construct a single-sided AFIM prototype based on the proposed electromagnetic 
design. The mechanical structure is designed to accommodate adjustable airgap control and 
withstand the high expected axial loads, while ensuring structural integrity and alignment. 

1.3.5 Stationary No-Load Testing and Performance Evaluation 

To propose a stationary no-load testing method for AFIMs using an unassembled rotor 
and stator. This includes validation of the method through FE simulations and experimental 
testing, allowing preliminary electromagnetic performance evaluation without requiring 
full motor assembly. 

1.3.6 Exploring the Mechanisms of Mechanical Loss In AFIM 

To analyse mechanical losses in AFIMs under no-load conditions using conventional 
rotating tests, investigating their dependence on airgap length and supply voltage. The loss 
data are incorporated into finite-element and equivalent circuit models to improve 
efficiency prediction. 

1.4 Research Gaps 

Although AFIM have shown promise as an alternative to conventional RFIM, several critical 
research gaps remain: 

 Electromagnetic Design: Existing sizing and modelling methods are largely adapted 
from RFIMs and do not address the radial variations in electric and magnetic loading 
inherent to AFIMs. 

 Comparative Performance: Comprehensive studies comparing AFIMs with equivalent 
RFIMs under line-start conditions are limited. 

 Axial Forces: While axial force is recognised as a key challenge in AFIMs, systematic 
experimental and numerical investigations remain as gap. 

 Topology Trade-offs: Double-sided AFIMs potentially offer improved torque and 
power density, but comparative studies of different topologies and their associated 
mechanical imbalances are lacking. 

 Manufacturing and Mechanical Design: The manufacturing aspects of AFIMs are not 
well documented, and detailed discussion on mechanical design are limited. 
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 Testing Methods: Conventional motor tests require full mechanical assembly, but 
alternative low-cost methods, such as stationary testing, have not been explored for 
AFIMs. 

1.5 Original Contributions 

This thesis advances the field of AFIMs by addressing critical gaps in the design, analysis, 
and experimental testing. The work provides both theoretical and practical innovations, 
validated through simulations, experiments, and prototype development, the key 
contributions are categorised as follows. 

1.5.1 Major Contributions to the Field 

1.5.1.1 Development of electromagnetic design guidelines for AFIM 

This work establishes a comprehensive methodology for converting conventional RFIM 
designs to optimised AFIM configurations. The proposed framework accounts for radius-
dependent variations in magnetic flux density and current distribution, enabling precise 
geometric scaling while maintaining efficiency. Multi-objective Pareto frontiers are 
introduced to visualise trade-offs between efficiency, material cost, and power density, 
providing designers with a systematic tool to select optimal geometries for target 
applications. Case studies demonstrate that this method can effectively assist designers in 
selecting AFIM geometric configurations based on prioritised performance metrices. 

1.5.1.2 Characterisation of axial force in single-sided AFIMs 

The research presents an integrated experimental-computational approach to quantify 
and mitigate axial forces in AFIM. High-precision axial force measurement is performed 
using the civil engineering material testing equipment. The FE simulation method is also 
proposed and validated using experimental results. The validated model accurately 
predicts the axial force of the newly designed AFIM, around 5kN at nominal airgap, 
providing a reliable basis for bearing selection and mechanical structural design. 

1.5.1.3 Advancing AFIM testing: introduction of a stationary no-load test 
method 

The thesis introduces a novel stationary no-load test protocol for AFIM, allowing early 
assessment of electromagnetic performance without a full motor assembly. By validating it 
against conventional rotating no-load tests, the accuracy of the proposed method is 
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confirmed through both FE simulations and experimental measurements. This approach 
significantly reduces experimental complexity and cost, while enabling the electromagnetic 
losses and magnetising inductance evaluation under various airgap lengths. Furthermore, 
the method facilitates early equivalent circuit parameter extraction, supporting fast 
electromagnetic performance prediction before mechanical integration is finalised. 

1.5.1.4 Unveiling mechanical loss mechanism in AFIM 

Through a combination of theoretical analysis and experimental validation, this work 
investigates the influence of supply voltage and airgap variation on mechanical losses in 
AFIM. A mechanical loss separation method is developed that offers a more direct and 
assumption-free approach to mechanical loss quantification, thereby improving the 
accuracy of electromagnetic prediction under varying airgap lengths and supply voltage 
conditions. 

1.5.2 Minor Contributions to the Field 

1.5.2.1 Comparative study between AFIM and RFIM 

A detailed comparison between AFIM and RFIM designs is conducted, highlighting the 
torque sensitivity of AFIMs to slot geometry and pole number. An optimal slot number ratio 
is identified to enhance starting and loading performance. Cost-efficiency trade-offs across 
pole variants are analysed to identify suitable RFIM-to-AFIM conversion cases. 

1.5.2.2 Exploration of double-sided AFIM configurations 

Several double-sided AFIM topologies are proposed and analysed, demonstrating 
improved axial force symmetry and higher power density. The study provides solutions for 
overcoming the limitations of single-sided AFIMs in high-power applications, where 
mechanical balancing is critical. 

1.6 Scope of the Thesis 

This thesis focuses on the design, modelling, and experimental investigation of axial-flux 
induction motors (AFIMs) for low-power, line-start applications. The study is limited to 
three-phase, squirrel-cage AFIMs operating at 415 V, 50 Hz, with rated powers of 2.2 kW 
and 4 kW. Both single-sided and double-sided motor topologies are considered. 
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The work concentrates on electromagnetic design, mechanical structure development, 
and experimental validation. The design methodology leverages analytical sizing and finite-
element modelling, under electric and magnetic loading constraints. Geometric scaling and 
parametric studies are performed with reference to conventional radial-flux induction 
motors (RFIMs). Design inputs such as pole number, slot shape, and material usage are 
examined within this scope. 

This thesis also encompasses mechanical aspects related to airgap adjustability and axial 
force considerations. Experimental activities are restricted to no-load, locked-rotor, and load 
tests under rated sinusoidal supply conditions. The thesis does not include thermal 
modelling, inverter-fed operation, high-speed dynamics, or advanced control strategies. 
The findings are primarily applicable to industrial line-start motors operating near rated 
load, where cost, robustness, and efficiency are critical 

1.7 Thesis Outline 

This thesis is divided into eight chapters as follows: 

CHAPTER 1 introduces the background, research problems, objectives, contributions, 
and scope. 

CHAPTER 2 reviews the literature on AFIMs, highlighting design challenges, axial force 
issues, and testing limitations. 

CHAPTER 3 presents the theoretical foundation for AFIM design and FEA validation.  

CHAPTER 4 outlines the AFIM design methodology and compares its performance with 
RFIMs under equivalent conditions.  

CHAPTER 5 investigates axial force through simulation and experiment, including 
mitigation using double-sided configurations.  

CHAPTER 6 details the construction of a 2.2 kW AFIM prototype with adjustable airgap.  

CHAPTER 7 validates the design through load tests and introduces a stationary no-load 
testing method. Mechanical loss analysis is also conducted.  

CHAPTER 8 summarises the key findings and proposes directions for future work.  
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2.1 Electric Motor Types 

Electric motors operate based on electromagnetic principles, where mechanical torque is 
produced by the interaction between the magnetic field (𝜑𝜑)  and stator current (𝐼𝐼) . All 
motors consist of two main components: the stator, a stationary assembly containing 
windings, and the rotor, the rotating components.  

Asynchronous motors, commonly known as induction motors, are classified according 
to their rotor construction. The squirrel-cage rotor, used in the majority of motors, consists 
of short-circuited conducting bars embedded in a laminated magnetic core, offering a 
simple, rugged, and cost-effective structure suitable for industrial and residential 
applications. Its advantages include low manufacturing cost and minimal maintenance 
requirements; however, it provides limited starting torque and does not support external 
speed control, making it less ideal for variable-speed applications [50]. The wound rotor 
employs three-phase windings similar to the stator, connected to external resistors through 
slip rings, allowing control of starting current and torque. This configuration enables 
adjustable starting performance and limited speed control by varying the external resistance 
during operation. However, it introduces additional complexity, increases manufacturing 
costs, and requires regular maintenance due to the presence of the slip rings and brushes. 
Wound-rotor motors are therefore typically used in applications demanding high starting 
torque, controlled acceleration, or limited variable-speed capability, such as cranes, 
elevators, and hoists [51].  

Synchronous motors can be categorised based on their rotor construction. The 
permanent magnet rotor employs magnets that are either embedded within or mounted on 
the rotor surface, producing a strong magnetic field that contributes to higher efficiency and 
power density [52]. However, this design is less robust due to the potential risk of magnet 
demagnetisation under high operating temperatures or strong stator magnetic fields. The 
wound-field synchronous rotor can adopt either a salient pole or a round rotor 
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configuration. The salient pole rotor features protruding poles wound with field windings 
[53], and is typically used in low-speed, high-torque AC generators such as those found in 
hydroelectric power plants. In contrast, the non-salient pole rotor, is a smooth cylindrical 
rotor with distributed field windings [54], commonly employed in high-speed applications 
like steam turbine generators. In addition, the synchronous reluctance rotor operates based 
on the principle of magnetic reluctance between its direct and quadrature axes [53, 54]. 
Constructed from high-permeability magnetic materials, the synchronous reluctance rotor 
offers a simple and robust design, making it suitable for general-purpose such as pumps 
and fans. 

Besides classifying asynchronous and synchronous motors by their different rotor 
topologies, they can also be categorised based on whether they are line-start or controlled 
by a variable frequency drive (VFD) [55]. Line-start electric motors are designed to start 
from and operate directly from the AC mains, they operate at relatively constant speed 
which is determined by the power supply frequency (50Hz or 60Hz) and their number of 
poles. Single-phase and three-phase induction motors (IMs) are commonly used for line-
start applications, such as pumps and fans. In the industrial sector, IMs occupies around 
80% market share due to their reliability, durability, low maintenance, cost-effective and 
longevity [4]. In seeking to improve the efficiency of line-start induction machines, 
techniques like improving the quality of laminations and using a copper rather aluminium 
rotor windings have been applied. In addition, line-start versions of permanent magnet 
synchronous machines are also commercially available.  

Synchronous machines include permanent magnet synchronous motors (PMSM), 
brushless DC motors (BLDC) and synchronous reluctance motors (SynRM). Among these, 
PMSMs are the most favoured motors due to their higher efficiency, better power factor and 
precise speed control capability. Compared with IMs, PMSMs are more expensive due to 
the need for rare-earth permanent magnet materials and an inverter. Conversely, the key 
disadvantage of IMs is their lower efficiency which leads to higher electricity costs over 
long-time operation. On the other hand, the material cost of IMs is a subject to the wide 
fluctuations caused by policies and market disruptions, unlike the rare-earth materials used 
in PMSMs.  

2.2 Market Share and Costs 

According to the market share statistics, PMSMs accounted for around USD 45 billion of 
sales in 2022, rising to USD 48 billion in 2023 [4, 56]. In comparison, IMs represented 
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approximately USD 18 billion in 2022, increasing to around USD 20 billion in 2023 [4, 56]. 
With the rapid development of electric vehicles (EVs), the market share of PMSMs is 
expanding at an accelerated rate and is expected to continue growing. It is noted that IMs 
exhibit a higher growth rate, at 9.4% compared to 5.9% for PMSMs [56]. In industrial sectors, 
IMs retain a dominant position with approximately 80% of the market share, whereas 
PMSMs are predominantly deployed in EV and other variable-speed applications. A 
comparative study between a PMSM and an IM of 2.2kW power rating is summarised in 
Table 2-1. It is shown that, although the PMSM offers significantly higher efficiency, the 
requirement for rare-earth materials results in an approximately 68% increase in cost [57].  

Table 2-1 Comparison of 2.2kW PMSM and IM electromagnetic performance and 
material cost [57]. 

 Torque Density 
𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁/𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘 

Efficiency 
% 

Electromagnetic 
Material Cost 

$ 
IM 8.20 83.1 143 

PMSM 9.70 91.3 242 

 

Figure 2-1 Historical price trends of neodymium from 2010 to 2022 [58, 59]. 

PMSMs, particularly those employing neodymium-based rare-earth magnets, are 
heavily reliant on materials subject to large price volatility. As shown in Figure 2-1, the price 
of neodymium increased by over 300% between mid of 2020 and early 2022. Concerns about 
the availability of these rare-earth materials caused significant, though short-term, increases 
in the prices, with neodymium and dysprosium prices both escalating by about an order of 
magnitude. Subsequently, while the rare-earth prices showed a recent downward trend, 
they have not yet returned to their previous low level. It is generally recognised that motors 
with no rare-earth materials will lead to a significant reduction of material cost. However, 
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the trade-off between the material cost and motor efficiency should be carefully considered, 
otherwise, the increased costs due to sacrificing efficiency may offset or even exceed any 
cost savings from removing rare-earth materials [58]. 

2.3 Electric Motor Efficiency Standards 

  

  

Figure 2-2 Efficiency levels defined by IEC60034-30 for 2, 4, 6, 8 poles, 50Hz induction 
motors [60-62]. 

The electric motor efficiency standards are limited to motors for single-speed 
applications. The US National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) standards [62] 
classify the motor efficiencies into four categories named standard efficiency, high 
efficiency, premium efficiency, and super premium efficiency for 50 and 60 Hz three-phase 
and single-phase motors [60-62]. Similarly, the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(IEC) offers another system for classifying single speed motor efficiency, known as IE1, IE2, 
IE3, and IE4 [62]. In 2014, the IEC 60034-2-1:2014 standard for electrical machines was 
published. This standard specifies methods for determining the losses and efficiency of all 
types of rotating electrical machines under specific testing conditions. Due to the 
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importance of energy efficiency in electric motors and the substantial potential economic 
and environment impacts, many countries are working on developing mandatory 
minimum energy performance standards to be implemented in the near future [63]. 

As indicated above the IEC 60034-30-1 standard classifies four minimum efficiency 
requirements (IE1-4) for 50Hz induction motors as shown in Figure 2-2 for 2, 4, 6 and 8 pole 
50Hz induction machines in the output power range 0.12 to 7.5kW. The efficiency 
requirement increases from IE1 to IE 4 and also increases with increasing power rating and 
decreasing number of poles. In 2017, Europe decided that IE3 must be applied for line-start 
motors with rated power from 0.75kW up to 375kW. Similar regulations were earlier 
introduced in China and USA in 2016 and 2010, respectively. In summary, these policies 
and published efficiency standards are the driving force for extensive research and 
development of high efficiency electric motors. The design and materials for the motor can 
be considered as two important factors for enhancing the performance of electric motors 
[63]. 

As discussed in Chapter 1, the primary motivation behind the design of AFIMs is to 
improve power density while also maintaining high efficiency. Improvements in power 
density are expected to come from advancements in electromagnetic design methodologies, 
the adoption of innovative winding schemes, and the use of advanced materials with higher 
saturation limits and improved thermal capabilities. In addition, novel topologies such as 
axial-flux configurations inherently provide opportunities for higher torque per unit 
volume. A dedicated discussion on these trends provides a broader perspective, linking the 
motivation of this thesis to the evolving research landscape [63]. 

2.4 Introduction of Axial-Flux Induction Motor 
Topologies 

2.4.1 Structure of Axial-Flux Induction Motor 

Axial-flux (AF) electric motors operate based on the same electromagnetic principles to 
radial-flux (RF) electric motors but differ in their stator and rotor arrangements. The degree 
of freedom in designing the AF topologies are usually larger compared to the conventional 
RF electric motors. The AFIM features a variety of configurations, allowing it to be suitable 
for a wide range of applications with specific requirements, such as installation space, 
power density, etc. The topologies are typically categorised into two main configurations: 
North-North (NN) and North-South (NS) pole arrangements.    
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2.4.1.1 Single stator and single rotor (SSSR-AFIM) 

The single-stator and single-rotor AFIM (SSSR-AFIM) represents the simplest topology 
(Figure 2-3). It is the favoured choice for low power applications [25]. From the magnetic 
field perspective, the flux flows in the axial and circumferential directions and the flux 
enters and leaves the stator and rotor at the same side. Due to the inherent characteristics of 
this structure, the large unbalanced axial force on the rotor is a significant concern [45, 64]. 
The presence of large unbalanced axial force is a challenge to the axial load-bearing capacity. 
If the stator and rotor are not accurately aligned, the resulting uneven distribution of axial 
forces can lead to unexpected vibrations or even rotor and stator contact [65]. 

 

 

(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 2-3 (a) single-sided AFIM, (b) flux path in single-sided AFIM, (c) single-sided 
AFIM components, from left to right: stator, winding, rotor bar, and rotor. 

2.4.1.2 Double stator and single rotor (DSSR-AFIM) 

  
(a) (b) 
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(c) 

Figure 2-4 North-to-North topology of DSSR-AFIM, (c) from left to right: stator#1, 
winding#1, rotor bar#1, rotor, rotor bar#2, winding#2, and stator#2. 

Given that the single-sided AFIM is formed by a disc-shaped rotor and stator, achieving 
a higher power rating requires an increase in diameter. However, continually increasing the 
diameter of a single-sided AFIM to meet higher power requirements presents significant 
constructional challenges. Additionally, because the moment of inertia is proportional to 
the square of the diameter, larger diameters result in slower acceleration and increased 
mechanical stress on the shaft and bearing. Such issues can undermine the structural 
integrity, performance of the machine and significantly increase cost of manufacturing. 
Taking advantage of the inherent structural flexibility of AFIM, the double-sided AFIM 
topology can effectively avoid these challenges, but this comes with a trade-off in terms of 
increased volume [5, 65].  
 

  
(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 2-5 North-to-South topology of DSSR-AFIM. (c) from left to right: stator#1, 
winding#1, rotor bar, rotor, winding#2, and stator#2. 
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A double-sided axial-flux topology can be realised by positioning a single rotor between 
two outer stators, as illustrated in Figure 2-4 and Figure 2-5. Depending on the flux path 
between the stators, two principal categories of motor can be defined: the North-to-North 
(NN) topology and the North-to-South (NS) topology. Each exhibits distinct 
electromagnetic and mechanical characteristics which influence both the motor 
performance and the structural requirements. In the NN topology, two independent 
magnetic flux loops are established, resulting in both stators exhibiting the same magnetic 
polarity at a given circumferential position. This configuration is achieved by supplying the 
stator windings with currents of opposite direction and identical amplitude and frequency. 
Consequently, a symmetrical magnetic field distribution is produced across both stators [25, 
65]. However, the requirement for two independent flux paths necessitates the inclusion of 
sufficient rotor back-iron to provide an effective magnetic circuit. As a result, the rotor 
weight cannot be reduced by eliminating the back-iron. In addition, any asymmetry in the 
two airgaps leads to unequal magnetic field strengths and results in different axial forces 
acting on the two sides of the rotor. Thus, a high level of assembly precision is essential to 
ensure balanced operation [5, 25]. An advantage of the NN topology is that a DSSR-AFIM 
can be constructed by combining two pre-optimised SSSR-AFIM units. This approach 
removes the need for further electromagnetic optimisation at the DSSR level and simplifies 
the development process [65]. 

In the NS topology, direct magnetic flux linkage occurs between the two stators, with 
opposite magnetic polarities. Both stators are supplied with currents of identical direction, 
amplitude, and frequency. This allows the elimination of the rotor back-iron and thereby 
increasing the achievable torque and power densities. The flux densities within the two 
airgaps are approximately equal, leading to balanced net axial forces on both sides of the 
rotor. Compared to the NN topology, the NS topology exhibits reduced sensitivity to airgap 
asymmetry and associated unbalanced forces. However, the reduction in rotor thickness, 
enabled by the absence of back-iron, must be carefully optimised to maintain mechanical 
strength while satisfying electromagnetic performance requirements [25]. 

2.4.1.3 Single stator and double rotor (SSDR-AFIM) 
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Figure 2-6 North-to-North topology of SSDR-AFIM. From left to right: rotor#1, rotor 
bar#1, stator, stator winding, rotor bar#2, and rotor#2. 

The SSDR-AFIM can similarly be classified into two topologies based on the different 
magnetic flux loops: (1) the NN topology and (2) the NS topology. The NN topology can be 
achieved by two different winding configurations, including distributed and toroidal 
windings. The distributed winding includes two identical sets of distributed windings 
carrying the same amplitude of current with same frequency but in opposite directions. 
Alternatively, the single toroidal winding encircles the stator slots of both the top and 
bottom stators  [37]. The toroidal winding for the NN topology is more complex as number 
of turns and diameter should be optimised to achieve the desired strength of the magnetic 
field. As there are two individual flux loops thus the stator back-iron thickness cannot be 
reduced. The NS topology for the DSSR-AFIM has similar features as the NS-SSDR-AFIM, 
the back-iron can be reduced but the optimisation of number of turns, diameters and the 
thickness of stator core needs to be done [39]. With regards to axial force, like the SSDR-
AFIM, the NN topology is more sensitive to unequal airgaps as there are two independent 
flux paths, thus the flux will increase if the length of airgap decreases on the one sided and 
the rotor will be pulled towards that stator.  
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Figure 2-7 North-to-South topology of SSDR-AFIM. from left to right: rotor#1, rotor 
bar#1, stator, winding, rotor bar#2, and rotor#2. 

2.4.1.4 Multi-Stage AFIM 

 

Figure 2-8 A example of a multi-stage AFIM (MSMR-AFIM). 

A multi-stage AFIM can be constructed from the above-mentioned configurations with 
N stator and N+1 rotors or N rotors and N+1 stators. Multi-stage AFIMs allow opportunities 
to enhance the torque and torque density without increasing the outer diameter. Compared 
to the RFIM, the AFIM has more options for multi-stage construction due to its disc shape. 
Similarly, with the previously mentioned topologies, the multi-stage AFIM includes slotted 
or slotless, NN or NS topologies. The advantages and disadvantages of multi-stage AFIMs 
are similar to their basic structures [25].  

2.5 Applications of Axial-Flux Motors 

The special structure and electromagnetic features of axial-flux motors (AFMs) such as 
their planar and adjustable airgap, higher power density and compact construction make 
them suitable for various applications. Despite the advantages and potential application of 
line-start AFIMs, such as pumps, fans, etc, these motors are remain uncommon in both the 
market and practical use [66]. Compared with AFIMs, AFPM machines are more popular in 
the market and various applications, such as electric vehicles (EVs) [67], aerospace [68], 
renewable energy [69], industrial machinery, marine propulsion, etc [54, 55]. The axial-flux 
permanent magnet (AFPM) motors are gradually being integrated into EV wheels. The 
current EV can be classified into two types, namely “indirect-drive” and “direct-drive”. 
Gears and a differential system are needed for the first type. The second solution, direct 
drive, does not need complex transmission systems, hence lowers the mechanical losses. 
The AFPM machine features including high power density and planar shape, making it 
suitable to be placed inside the wheel [70]. The AFPM machine can be constructed as double-
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sided or single-sided. When assembling the AFPM machine, the high attractive forces leads 
to difficulties in aligning the stator and rotor and positioning the magnets on the rotor [71]. 

In the late 1970s, AFIMs experienced a brief development surge, though short term, 
driven by innovations in motor design for specific applications where the limited 
installation room was an important factor. In 1978, a design of an AFIM from Brimer was 
patented as a washing machine agitator. In the AFIM design, a single thin rotor was 
surrounded by two outer stators [72] In Brimer’s AFIM, the entire rotor is constructed by 
aluminium, a non-ferromagnetic material with lower material strength. It also has the main 
drawback that the rotor may deform under high torque operation, making it unsuitable for 
high torque applications. To address this, other rotors for AFIMs were designed with 
ferromagnetic material and the flux-carrying capacity and strength of rotor were enhanced. 
In 1976, Senckel’s design involved a laminated rotor with ferromagnetic bridges to enhance 
the strength of rotor and minimise the eddy currents in the rotor iron [72]. However, using 
ferromagnetic bridges produced another challenge, the large attractive force between rotor 
and stator under excitation which requires careful mechanical design. To enhance the 
efficiency of the AFIM, the squirrel-cage RFIM was firstly introduced to AFIM in 1966 by 
Morinigo [73]. Morinigo’s AFIM design features similar components to DSSR-AFIM, 
including two facing stators with a rotor in the middle. The skewed rotor bars were made 
of copper with the outer and inner rings and rotor core was made of ferromagnetic material. 
Compared to the previous AFIM design patented by Senckel and Brimer, this design is more 
suitable for both motors and generators. 

Besides the double-sided AFIMs, a single-sided AFIM was patented in 1997 by Gerling 
and Lürkens [74]. For the first time, the AFIM was implemented in a vacuum cleaner, where 
it was directly coupled to an impeller wheel with the same outer diameter [27]. Although 
the direct coupling of the rotor and impeller eliminated additional mechanical components, 
thereby reducing system complexity, this design was only implemented in a low-power 
application and was not extended to higher power ranges. Inspired by this design, further 
development involved shaping the rotor like a pump impeller and integrating it with a 
power electronic speed controller. This allows the entire pump axial length to be further 
reduced, enabling the removal of some conventional mechanical components altogether. 

2.6 Design and Analysis of Axial-Flux Induction 
Motor 
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This sub-section aims to provide a comprehensive overview of past research on AFIM design 
and analysis, examining various methodologies, findings, and theoretical approaches that have 
advanced understanding in this field. The AFIM design can be categorised into two methods, 
including analytical methods and numerical methods. Analytical methods provide a quick 
design but tend to be less accurate, making them more suitable for the initial design stage. Finite 
Element Analysis (FEA) is mostly utilised in numerical methods. Although it offers accurate 
electromagnetic performance predictions and enables optimisation of factors such as the balance 
of material cost and efficiency, it requires significant computational resources and time. 
Therefore, a discussion of past research on the design of AFIMs is essential when proposing and 
choosing the appropriate method for AFIM design in this thesis. 

2.6.1 Analytical Design and Analysis Methods 

2.6.1.1 Analytical Sizing and Empirically Based Methods 

The preliminary design often begins with sizing equations that relate the motor power 
to its volume. The research in [75] employs the analytical method for the proposed motor 
design. The relationship between the general size and the power density was established 
for further optimisation. By applying these equations, the design theoretical limitations can 
be easily estimated. For AF machines, the ratio of inner and outer diameter (𝜆𝜆 = 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜⁄ ) 
has a strong effect on the power density and less effect on the motor efficiency. The paper 
did not offer an exact optimal ratio for the AFIM design as the ratio is variable depending 
on multiple factors, such as the electrical loading, flux density and motor topology. While 
the paper successfully establishes the relationship between power density and the diameter 
ratio in axial flux machines, a critical factor seems to be ignored which is the difference in 
the rotor/stator lamination orientation between radial and axial motors. This is important 
because the electric and magnetic loading are the function of the motor radius. Failure to 
establish the theoretical limitations of electric and magnetic loading can lead to unexpected 
magnetic saturation and poor heat dissipation [75]. 

Mahmoudi et al [76] presented a detailed sizing approach for axial-flux permanent 
magnet motors (AFPM) inspired by Huang et al [75]. The presented design process consists 
of two steps, determination of the main dimensions of the target motor and optimising the 
geometry, such as slot width, by a GA iterative process. There are a number of empirical 
factors applied when confirming the main dimensions.  

Boglietti et al [34] proposed a preliminary RFIM electromagnetic sizing based on a 
geometrical approach. Compared to the conventional design procedure, the 
electromagnetic equations are applied to the proposed method. An iterative process was 



CHAPTER 2                                                                                                                          LITERATURE REVIEW 

24 

used specifically for the rotor geometry to achieve the desired torque value. However, the 
authors noted that several flux density parameters must be assumed and substituted into 
the equations to determine motor dimensions and meet the required specifications, a 
process that may introduce uncertainty. To address this concern, the authors argued that 
key design parameters, such as the maximum flux density and current density, can be 
reliably obtained from standard induction motor handbooks [34, 77].  

Recognising the shared principles between AFIMs and RFIMs, Bitsi et al [35] proposed 
a preliminary electromagnetic sizing approach for a SSDR-AFIM which was inspired by 
Boglietti [34]. The proposed design procedure can be divided into two parts: (1) the 
electromagnetic sizing approach, including the height of back iron, and the height, and 
width of the teeth for both the rotor and stator; (2) an iterative process is applied to confirm 
the final dimensions with constraints of peak fundamental linear current density and rotor 
and stator tooth width, etc. The accuracy of the proposed design process was checked by 
observing the flux overlays in FEA. The study concluded that the proposed methodology 
can be readily adapted for single-sided AFIM designs as well. 

2.6.1.2 Analytical Evaluation of AFIM Performance 

More advanced analytical models divide the motor into magnetic subdomains to solve 
for flux distributions. Dianati et al. [38] introduced a five-region model using Fourier series 
and ampere’s law to capture saturation effects, deriving inductance and rotor resistance via 
magnetic energy and rotor loss estimation.  

Kahourzade et al. [19] presented a similar analytical model approach with greater 
optimization discussions and considerations. A 3kW single side AFIM was chosen as a 
study example, and five design variables from geometrical perspectives are considered, 
including number of turns per slot, outer diameter, ratio of inner to outer diameters, ratio 
of slot in slot pitch, stator tooth to yoke ratio and stator slot width to height. The objective 
functions are also given based on the design variables, maximum efficiency, product of 
maximum efficiency and power factor, minimum volume or mass, etc. The proposed 
subdomain technique for optimization design process provided an accuracy around 95% 
with a short simulation time of around 0.34s which is equal to 1/8 of one FEA step. The 
proposed approach is also suitable for application-based designs, such as traction, wind 
turbines and the application with multiple operating conditions. However, the geometrical 
approach was ignored such as the selection of the shapes of the rotor or stator slots, and 
especially for the starting capabilities, the rotor slot selection plays an important role.  
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Tapia et al. [78] also presented a similar analytical approach for AFIM which aims to be 
an alternative to FEA. Compared with the previous analytical model, a double-sided AFIM 
was considered and analysed through the solution of field equations. Similar to Dianati’s 
model, the motor was also divided into subdomains, but the tooth-slot subdomain at this 
time was manipulated for simplification in the model via considering and equivalent 
homogeneous medium. The analytical results were validated against FEA and 
demonstrated excellent agreement, confirming the model’s applicability for high-level 
performance prediction.  

Dianati et al. [38] proposed an analytical model for designing and predicting the 
electromagnetic performance of AFIMs. The main difference compared to previous research 
is that the method for obtaining equivalent circuit parameters is based on five subdomains 
and boundaries conditions were defined from magnetic flux density and ampere’s law. 
Fourier series analysis was applied to solve and define the vector potential equations in the 
subdomains. With the use of Ampere’s law and no-load operation comparisons between 
saturated ampere-turns of the motor and unsaturated ones, the model importantly allows 
analysis of saturation effects in the AFIM. the AFIM’s inductance and the rotor resistance 
(𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟) were obtained via calculating the magnetic energy and the rotor bar losses to complete 
the equivalent circuit. Validation was conducted by FEA and the observed errors are 
acceptable and hence proposed model delivers reasonable accuracy. Besides the 
electromagnetic performance prediction, an optimization algorithm was also proposed 
based on the analytical model. The optimized design can be delivered by applying 
constraints, such as thermal limits, efficiency targets and mechanical requirements. 

2.6.1.3 Design Trade-Offs Analysis and Practical Constraints 

An analytical design of a IE3 Efficiency class single-sided AFIM was proposed by Arabul 
et al. [26]. This paper discusses the design parameters of the single-sided AFIM. The rotating 
magnetic field was firstly solved by the integration of the assumed basic flux with respect 
to the radius (𝑟𝑟) and pole form factor (𝛼𝛼). For the geometrical approach, some simplifications 
and assumptions were firstly made, such as a constant airgap. By applying the same flux 
equations of the RFIM to the AFIM and ensuring that the magnetic properties are equal to 
the reference RFIM, hence the core volume of the single-sided AFIM estimated. However, 
the design process needs further estimations of the number of winding turns, shape of slots, 
size of slots and number of slots. In a further optimisation process, the paper focused on 
managing torque ripple and shows that skewing is an effective way to reduce the torque 
ripple but often reduces the efficiency. It concluded that the rotor bar skewing angle 
optimisation should consider not only stator slot number but also the number of the rotor 
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slots. Although the paper discusses the torque ripple effects on efficiency, it does not explore 
the potential trade-offs between the efficiency and rotor bar skewing angle, such as the 
winding configurations.  

Mei et al [22] presented an analytical design for a six poles double-stator double-rotor 
(DSDR) AFIM intended for electric vehicles. The design focuses on reducing the back-iron 
in the motor, which leads to multiple potential advantages compared to the other topologies, 
including the reduction of axial forces, higher power density, and a more compact motor 
design. A double-sided motor equivalent electric circuit was proposed to predict the 
electromagnetic performance. The study also applied the Monte-Carlo random search 
algorithm to optimise the motor weight and efficiency by adjusting multiple variables, 
including rotor and stator slot dimensions, motor length, airgap length, and magnetic flux 
density limits. Although the proposed design method is fast and accurate, the choices of 
shape of rotor/stator slots, number of rotor/stator slots and winding configuration are 
critical to the AFIM design and were neglected by the proposed design method. With 
reduced back-iron rotor, a significant portion of the shaft load is then transferred to the 
aluminium bars, which have lower strength compared to electrical steel. This may lead to 
unexpected deformation or rotational failure. The proposed research is also constrained by 
focusing on only torque capability. For an EV motor, an efficiency map is essential to ensure 
effective operation across different speeds and loads [22]. 

Baranov et al. [79] developed a mathematical model of an AFIM with one stator and one 
rotor, focusing on maximising torque density. The model is based on the expression for 
electromagnetic torque as a function of the axial length and flux density in the airgap. This 
approach allows for estimating the main dimensions of the motor to achieve the higher 
torque. The model was then validated, demonstrating its effectiveness in designing AFIM 
with the specified volume and torque. However, proposed mathematical model risks 
overdesign, as power output also depends on the outer and inner diameters, which directly 
affect the motor active volume. Moreover, the validation lacks comprehensive comparison 
in terms of power-to-weight ratio, making it difficult to assess the practical compactness. 

Boglietti et al [34] proposed a preliminary RFIM electromagnetic sizing based on a 
geometrical approach. Compared to the conventional design procedure, the 
electromagnetic equations are applied to the proposed method. An iterative process was 
used specifically for the rotor geometry to achieve the desired torque value. However, the 
authors noted that several flux density parameters must be assumed and substituted into 
the equations to determine motor dimensions and meet the required specifications, a 
process that may introduce uncertainty. To address this concern, the authors argued that 



CHAPTER 2                                                                                                                          LITERATURE REVIEW 

27 

key design parameters, such as the maximum flux density and current density, can be 
reliably obtained from standard induction motor handbooks [34, 77].  

2.6.2 Numerical Design and Analysis Methods 

2.6.2.1 Role of 3-D FEA in AFIM Design 

Due to the axial geometry, AFIMs require 3-D simulation to accurately capture 
electromagnetic behaviour. Unlike RFIMs with the uniform 2-D cross-sections, AFIM 
geometry varies with the radius. Thus, 2-D FEA may lead to misleading results. High-
performance computing has made 3-D simulation more accessible, yet the time and resource 
demand remains a limitation [36, 78, 80]. 

2.6.2.2 Parametric Studies Using FEA 

Nobahari et al. [81] proposed a study on the impact of skewing where a SSDR-AFIM was 
picked as an example due to its feature for eliminating the net attractive force between the 
rotor and stator with capabilities on achieving higher power density. The target for reducing 
the torque ripple was achieved, but as trade-off, the average output mechanical torque 
decreased and iron losses rapidly increased due to the saturation level of the iron. The 
authors introduced a new idea where the 1st rotor is not aligned with 2nd rotor and have 
rotational displacement without any skewing. The FEA results show the torque ripple is 
effectively reduced with avoidance of drawbacks from skewing. The loss characteristics 
show a similar level as the initial design. However, the authors ignored the starting 
performance of the motor which is one of the most important factors for line-start induction 
motors [81]. 

A sensitivity study on the number of rotor slots provided insights on the relationships 
between design parameters and electromagnetic performance, such as starting torque, 
torque ripple, rotor losses, and power factor [82]. The proposed study in [82] aims to analyse 
the effects of number of rotor slots on the electromagnetic performance, specifically focusing 
on torque, rotor losses, efficiency, and torque ripple. A 50kW, 6000rpm, four poles AFIM 
with a varying number of rotor slots, from 24 to 32, was investigated in this study. The 
results indicated that maximum torque was delivered with 24 or 25 rotor slots, while an odd 
number of rotor slots was associated with the significant increase in the torque ripple. With 
the increase in the number of rotor slots, the rotor losses are nearly inversely proportional 
to the number of rotor slots. The study only examines the rotor slot number within a specific 
range, which might limit the generalizability of the results as the combination of stator and 
rotor slot numbers is more critical.  
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In [83], the influence of airgap length on the performance of an AFIM was investigated. 
A 45kW AFIM with solid-rotor-core under different airgap lengths as discussed. It 
employed 2-D FEA simulations to investigate the effects of different airgap lengths on the 
rotor losses and efficiency. The paper concluded that increases in the airgap length result in 
higher copper losses and lower solid rotor core eddy current losses which correspond to the 
theoretical prediction. However, the study cases in this paper are insufficient to produce 
AFIM design guidelines for balancing the power factor and efficiency with varying airgap 
lengths. In addition, using 2D FEM for the AFIM analysis potentially limits the accuracy of 
the results due to the 3D effects.  

2.7 Experimental Testing of Axial-Flux Induction 
Motors 

 

1. The procedure of the test of the electromagnetic performance at certain load and speed for the 
AFIM based on the IEEE standard. 

 

2. The procedure of the test of the electromagnetic performance at certain load and speed for the 
AFIM based on the IEC standard. 

Figure 2-9 The experimental methods for the extraction of AFIM ‘s electromagnetic 
performance based on IEEE and IEC standards IEC60034 [84]. 

The experimental measurement of electromagnetic performance for AFIMs is conducted 
based on the IEEE or IEC standards. These published standards are applicable for single-
speed operation at either a single load point or several load points. The flow chart of the 
measurement process based on published standards is shown in Figure 2-9. The IEEE 12 
and IEC 60034-2-1 standards are limited to the performance measurement of the motor itself 
and unable to evaluate the performance of the inverter driven IM [60, 61]. This is however 
not an issue for this thesis which focuses on the line-start motors. Hence, the experimental 
methods outlined in these standards can be directly applied to the target motor. 

The efficiency is one of the most important factors for evaluating the motor performance. 
Although the efficiencies at different loads are obtained by measuring the input and output 
power, splitting the losses in the motor can be useful, including identifying the conductive, 
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core, and mechanical losses. This is useful for diagnostics and ensuring compliance with 
standards [60-62]. In squirrel-cage induction motors, the ohmic losses are generated by the 
stator windings and rotor bars and end-windings. In order to split the rotor and stator ohmic 
losses, the standard IEC 60034-2-1 suggests that a locked rotor test be conducted with 
excitation of the winding at 25-50% of the motor’s rated voltage, to prevent the overheating 
of the windings. The measured power, obtained using a power analyser during the test, 
consists of the stator winding and rotor winding losses from total power. However, the 
temperature rise leading to the increase of the stator and rotor resistances should be 
considered using a stator winding resistance temperature coefficient which is applied to 
update the resistance for the locked rotor test. 

The core losses in an induction motor consists of hysteresis losses and eddy current 
losses. Hysteresis loss is a significant part of the core losses and depends on the magnetic 
properties of the core electric steel. The alternating magnetic field generated by the stator 
AC supply causes the magnetization and demagnetization of the iron core and the non-
linear relationship between magnetic field strength (𝐻𝐻) and magnetic flux density (𝐵𝐵) creates 
the hysteresis loop [85]. The hysteresis loss is roughly proportional to the magnetic flux 
squared. The alternating magnetic flux produces eddy-current which flow in closed loops 
within the conductive core material. The eddy current loss is proportional to the square of 
the product of magnetic flux density and frequency and hence to square of the applied 
voltage. The overall core loss in the induction motor is generally dominated by the eddy 
current loss, resulting in the core loss being roughly proportional to 𝑉𝑉2.  

To estimate the core losses, the no-load active power of the induction motor is subtracted 
by the no-load winding loss, the result consists of the summation of the core and mechanical 
losses. Based on the no-load tests at different voltages, the active power (after subtracting 
the winding loss) can be plotted versus the square of voltage. The extrapolated intercept 
point with the y-axis (voltage equal to zero) represents an estimate of the mechanical loss.  

2.8 Research Gap Discussion 

As discussed, RFIMs are the main electric motor type used for many line-start industrial 
applications due to their various advantages, such as reliability, low cost, and well-
established technology. With the ongoing evolution of electric motor efficiency standards 
[17], further optimisation of line-start RFIM efficiency and power density becomes 
increasingly challenging. The AFIM is a promising alternative to RFIMs and has gained 
growing attention due to its potential improvements in power density and efficiency. 
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However, the past research on AFIMs has not been as widely studied or as comprehensive 
as those of RFIMs. The other aspects of the AFIMs which have received limited attention in 
the literature are listed below: 

• Despite the general sizing method, analytical modelling and numerical approaches 
having shown promising advancements, the design of AFIMs with respect to the 
constraints of the electric and magnetic loading, has not been extensively explored in 
current research. This is crucial for AFIM designs where it offers opportunities to 
optimise the cost/volume of AFIM while still meeting the desired efficiency and loading 
capability.  

• Some of the past research studies, including several extensive studies on AFPMs, has 
focused primarily on design and manufacturing, with some even advancing to 
commercial deployment. A comprehensive comparative study between an AFIM and an 
equivalent RFIM has not been fully studied in the literature.  

• Although most of the literature on AFIMs identifies that the axial attractive force as a 
significant concern, comprehensive studies on axial forces remain as research gap, such 
as experimental methods and numerical calculation methods. A detailed investigation of 
axial forces is helpful to guide development of improved manufacturing practices. 

• The literature shows that double-sided AFIM designs offer superior torque density, 
power density, and mechanical balance compared to equivalent single-sided AFIM. In 
fact, variety of double-sided AFIM topologies offers different advantages and trade-offs 
and which can sometimes cause increased mechanical imbalances. Hence, a comparative 
study of different double-sided AFIM topologies is desirable.  

• Although AFPMs have been commercialised and extensively studied, the manufacturing 
aspect of such motors are not fully described in the literature. In fact, the mechanical 
design and motor manufacturing yet to be fully discussed.  

• Most of the experimental matters for electric motors have been studied widely and 
corresponding standards are available to guide these tests. Such tests can only be 
conducted after the motor has been assembled. However, given the unique of AFIM 
structure, the proposed stationary no-load test has never been studied before. 

2.9 Chapter Conclusion 

In this chapter, the existing literature on AFIM were reviewed, with the focus on AFIMs’ 
structural configurations, applications, and design methods. The AFIM’s advantages and 
disadvantages compared to the RFIM were discussed. The flexibilities and characteristics of 
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the topologies of AFIM were briefly described. The design and analysis of AFIMs were 
reviewed and summarised.  

The chapter highlights several research gaps in the current AFIM research field, 
particularly the need for comprehensive comparative studies on electromagnetic 
performance between RFIMs and AFIMs. Additionally, the analysis of axial force in single-
sided AFIMs requires further investigation to a robust mechanical design.  

The literature has made significant contributions to the field of the design and analysis 
of AFIMs, particularly for various applications such as electric vehicles and renewable 
energy systems. However, there is a noticeable research gap regarding comprehensive 
design guidelines and geometrical parameter effects on the electromagnetic performance of 
AIFMs. 

Although the potential of AFIMs is undeniable, ongoing research is needed to overcome 
the existing challenges, highlighted in Section 2.6. The comprehensive literature review 
presented in this chapter highlighted the possible future research field regarding AFIM 
design, geometrical parameter sensitivity studies, mechanical design and experimental test 
procedures. 

 

  



CHAPTER 3                                                   GEOMETRIC AND ELECTROMAGNETIC PRINCIPLES FOR AFIM DESIGN 

32 

CHAPTER 3  
 
          GEOMETRIC AND ELECTROMAGNETIC 
                    PRINCIPLES FOR AFIM DESIGN 

CHAPTER 3                                                   GEOMETR IC AND ELEC TROMAGNETIC PRINCIPLES FOR AFIM DESIGN    

This chapter presents the key geometric and electromagnetic considerations associated 
with the design of axial-flux induction machines (AFIMs). Due to their structural differences 
from conventional radial-flux induction machines (RFIMs), notably the axial orientation of 
the laminations (see Figure 1-1 and Figure 1-2), AFIMs exhibit increased sensitivity to 
parameters such as the inner-to-outer diameter ratio 𝜆𝜆 and the radial flux path distribution. 
Therefore, sizing methodologies developed for RFIMs are not directly applicable. To 
address this, analytical formulations specific to AFIM topologies are employed to identify 
practical limits for electric and magnetic loadings, considering structural constraints and 
dimensional dependencies. The main dimensions of each electrical machine are determined 
by the electrical machine output power equation, which in this chapter is applied to AFIMs 
under linear magnetic conditions. 

3.1 Diameter Effects on Electric Loading 

 

Figure 3-1 Simplified trimetric and top views of an AFIM with key dimensions and 
average pole pitch labelled. 
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where 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 and 𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 are the stator/rotor outer diameter and radius, and 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 and 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 are the 
stator/rotor inner diameter and radius. The parameter 𝜏𝜏  is the circumferential distance 
between two adjacent magnetic poles (pole pitch) and the symbol 𝜏𝜏𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎  denotes the pole 
pitch at the average diameter.  

The geometric features of an AFIM are illustrated in Figure 3-1. Unlike the RFIM, where 
the stack length aligns with the rotational axis producing a uniform 2D radial cross-section 
(see Figure 1-2(b)), AFIMs employ radial “stacking” around 𝜃𝜃 axis (see Figure 3-1). This 
radial “stacking” necessitates defining an average diameter, 𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎, and an active stack length 
𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎, which are expressed by the relationships: 

𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 =
𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖

2
= 𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 (3.1) 

𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎 =
𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖

2
= 𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 − 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 (3.2) 

Since the electric loading analysis and power calculations are sensitive to the excitation 
waveform, it is necessary to define the baseline waveform characteristics. Typical sinusoidal 
voltage and current waveforms are assumed to produce a uniform rotating magnetic field 
in the airgap, as illustrated in Table 3-1 [76]. 

Table 3-1 Typical sinusoidal waveform for an induction motor, with corresponding 
waveform factors [76]. 

Model 𝒆𝒆(𝒕𝒕) 𝒊𝒊(𝒕𝒕) 𝑲𝑲𝒊𝒊 𝑲𝑲𝒑𝒑 

Sinusoidal 

  

√2 0.5 cos 𝜃𝜃 

where the 𝐾𝐾𝑖𝑖 and 𝐾𝐾𝑝𝑝 denote the current waveform factor and power waveform factor. The 

current waveform factor (𝐾𝐾𝑖𝑖 = √2) represents the ratio of the peak current to its RMS value. 
The power waveform factor (𝐾𝐾𝑝𝑝 = 0.5 cos 𝜃𝜃) expresses the ratio of real power to the product 
of peak voltage and peak current [76]. 

The radial variation of the cross-sectional geometry, such as the tooth width and airgap 
area, introduces complexity to the electromagnetic design of AFIMs. For initial sizing, the 
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cross section at the average diameter is often used to approximate the motor geometry as 
an equivalent 2D linear machine [34, 35]. However, this approach neglects the influence of 
the inner-to-outer diameter ratio on the electric loading, leading to suboptimal or possibly 
impractical designs. To improve the accuracy of AFIM design and modelling, it is necessary 
to analyse the variations of electric loading along the radial dimension. This impact can be 
investigated through the power-to-dimensions equations, which are derived in the 
following section. 

The apparent power equation is the basis of the main dimension calculations of an AC 
motor as it directly influences the electromagnetic characteristics, which collectively define 
the motor’s physical dimensions. These relationships are formalised through the following 
equations. 

𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎 = 𝑚𝑚𝐸𝐸𝑝𝑝ℎ𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ × 10−3 (kVA) (3.3) 

The term  𝑚𝑚 denotes the number of phases, and 𝐸𝐸𝑝𝑝ℎ  and 𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ  refer to the phase induced 
electromotive force (EMF) and the phase current.  

𝐸𝐸𝑝𝑝ℎ = 2𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑓𝑓𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝 (3.4) 

where 𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵 is the airgap flux waveform coefficient, which quantifies the shape factor of the 
flux distribution within the airgap. For a sinusoidal flux distribution, 𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵 = 𝜋𝜋

2√2
≈ 1.11 [76, 

86]. 𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑  denotes the winding distribution factor, 𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 = sin(𝑞𝑞𝑞𝑞/2)
𝑞𝑞 sin(𝛾𝛾/2)

, where 𝑞𝑞  and 𝛾𝛾  represent 

the number of slots per pole per phase and the slot pitch in electrical degrees. For instance, 
for a 48 slot, 8 pole, 3 phase motor designed with a distributed winding, the value of 𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 is 
0.966. The magnetic flux per pole 𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝 is obtained by integrating the airgap flux density over 
the pole area, as expressed in (3.5). 

𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝 = � � 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝐿𝐿, 𝜏𝜏)
𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎

0
𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 = 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿𝜏𝜏𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎

𝜏𝜏𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎

0
 (3.5) 

where 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿 is the average airgap flux density, the pole pitch at the average diameter 𝜏𝜏𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 is 
given by (3.6) and the flux per pole (𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝) can be expressed as (3.7).   

𝜏𝜏𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 = 𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿
𝜋𝜋𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎

2𝑝𝑝
 (3.6) 

𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝 =
𝜋𝜋

8𝑝𝑝
𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿 (3.7) 
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where the pole arc coefficient 𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿  typically ranges from 0.7 to 0.9 to achieve optimal 
efficiency [87]. Substituting (3.7) into (3.4), the phase electromotive force 𝐸𝐸𝑝𝑝ℎ  can be 
expressed as: 

𝐸𝐸𝑝𝑝ℎ = 2𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑
𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝
60

𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ
𝜋𝜋

8𝑝𝑝
𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿 (3.8) 

The phase current 𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ  can be related to the stator specific electric loading 𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎  at the 
average diameter through the following expression: 

𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ =
𝜋𝜋𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎
𝑚𝑚𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ

=
𝜋𝜋(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖)

2𝑚𝑚𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ
𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 (3.9) 

where 𝑚𝑚 denotes the number of phases, and 𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ denotes the number of turns per phase. 
Rearranging (3.9), the stator specific electric loading 𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 can be expressed as: 

𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 = 𝑚𝑚𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ
𝜋𝜋𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎

 [A/m] (3.10) 

By substituting (3.8) and (3.9) into (3.3), the apparent power 𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎  [kVA] at the average 
diameter can be calculated as: 

𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎 = 𝜋𝜋2

60
𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎2 𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿𝑛𝑛 × 10−3  (3.11a) 

Which can be rearranged to give: 

𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎2 𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎 =
(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖)2

4
𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖

2
60𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎 × 103

𝜋𝜋2𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑛𝑛𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿
 (3.11b) 

𝐶𝐶 =
𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎

𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎2 𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎
=
𝜋𝜋2

60
𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 × 10−3 (3.12) 

𝑇𝑇𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 =
𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎

2𝜋𝜋𝜋𝜋 60⁄ =
60
𝜋𝜋2

𝐶𝐶(𝑅𝑅𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝜋𝜋𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎) (3.13) 

The electric motor constant (𝐶𝐶), as defined in (3.12), represents the apparent power per 
unit volume (kVA∙min/m3), and serves as a key parameter in evaluating the electromagnetic 
performance and physical dimensions. For instance, a relative higher motor constant is 
desirable in electric vehicle applications, as it enables a higher power density. Equation (3.13) 
provides a direct means to estimate the torque capacity of an AFIM based on the geometric 
and electromagnetic factors [88].  
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The real power output per unit volume (kW/m3) of the AFIM can be expressed as (3.14), 
where ℎ represents the total thickness of the AFIM, given ℎ = ℎ1 + ℎ2. The power density of 
the AFIM is directly proportional to the rotational speed (𝑛𝑛), machine constant (𝐶𝐶), average 
diameter (𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎), and power factor (𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝). On the other hand, it is inversely proportional to the 
total thickness of the motor ℎ (see Figure 3-1). Equation (3.15) presents the inner-to-outer 
diameter ratio of the AFIM [76]. 

𝑃𝑃𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑉𝑉⁄ =
𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎𝜂𝜂 ∙ 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝

𝜋𝜋
4 (𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )∑ℎ

= �
4𝜂𝜂 ∙ 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝
𝜋𝜋

� �
𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎
4ℎ

� (𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶) (3.14) 

𝜆𝜆 = 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜⁄  (3.15) 

The stator specific electric loading (𝐴𝐴) is inversely proportional to the radius, making the 
inner to outer diameter 𝜆𝜆 a critical parameter in axial-flux motor design. This ratio directly 
influences both the torque/power density and efficiency. Studies [89-91] have demonstrated 
that the optimal torque/power density are achieved when 𝜆𝜆 lies within the range of 0.45 to 
0.65. Furthermore, [92] explores how variations in 𝜆𝜆  impact overall efficiency. These 
investigations rely on iterative processes, often assuming a fixed outer diameter and a 
uniform average stator specific electric loading. Alternatively, to investigate the inner-to-
outer diameter, (3.11(a)) can be rearranged into a function of diameter ratio and specific 
electric loading, enabling analytical identification of the ratio that maximise the power. 

To analytically investigate the optimal diameter ratio 𝜆𝜆 and its effect, two assumptions 
are considered. The first assumes that the specific electric loading 𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 is applied to target 
motor. Under this assumption, the apparent power depends on both the inner and outer 
diameters, can be expressed as: 

𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎1 = 𝑓𝑓�𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎,𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎� =
𝜋𝜋2

60
𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑

(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )
4

𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖
2

𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿𝑛𝑛 × 10−3 (3.16a) 

The second approach recognises that the slot packing density is highest near the inner 
radius as ratio of slot width to tooth width, is highest near the inner radius due to the smaller 
tooth width in this region, where the maximum specific electric loading 𝐴𝐴𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 is assumed to 
occur. Under this assumption, the apparent power is expressed as:  

𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎2 = 𝑓𝑓(𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖,𝐴𝐴𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚)= 𝜋𝜋
2

60
𝛼𝛼𝛿𝛿𝐾𝐾𝐵𝐵𝐾𝐾𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑

(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 −𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖
2 )

4
𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝐴𝐴𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿𝑛𝑛 × 10−3 (3.16b) 

Based on these two formulations (3.16a and 3.16b), the maximum apparent power output 
can be determined by the optimised diameter ratio 𝜆𝜆.  
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Case 1: Assuming 𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎, 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿, and 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 are constant, the optimal diameter ratio (𝜆𝜆) can be 
determined by differentiating 𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎1 with respect to 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 to give 𝜆𝜆 = 1 3⁄ .  

Case 2: Assuming 𝐴𝐴𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚, 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿, and 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 are constant, the optimal diameter ratio (𝜆𝜆) can be 
determined by differentiating 𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎2 with respect to 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 to give 𝜆𝜆 = √3 3⁄ . 

The corresponding maximum apparent powers, (Samax)1 and (Samax)2, reflect different 
optimal diameter ratios under identical outer diameters. To enable a consistent comparison, 
both expressions are normalised using a constant average specific electric loading 𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎, as 
in (3.16a), highlighting the influence of 𝜆𝜆 on the apparent power. 

(Samax)2 (Samax)1⁄ ≈ 0.887 or (Samax)1 (Samax)2⁄ ≈ 1.127 (3.17) 

(Samax2 𝑉𝑉𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹)⁄
(Samax1 𝑉𝑉𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹)⁄ =

𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎_𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚2 × (1 − 𝜆𝜆12)
𝑆𝑆𝑎𝑎_𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚1 × (1 − 𝜆𝜆22)

= 1.18 (3.18) 

It is observed that, although Case 1 (𝜆𝜆 = 1 3⁄ ) provides a higher total apparent power 
output, Case 2 (𝜆𝜆 = √3 3⁄ ) achieves a significantly greater power density. The increased 
inner diameter in Case 2 minimises the core volume, thereby increasing power density. As 
shown in (3.18), despite an 11.3% reduction in total apparent power, the power density in 
Case 2 is approximately 18% higher than in Case 1. 

 

 

(a) (b) 

Figure 3-2 (a) Comparison of specific electric loadings for different inner-to-outer 
diameter ratios. (b) Variations of power density and apparent power under different 
diameter ratios. 

Figure 3-2 shows the diameter ratio effects on specific electric loading, apparent power, 
and power density. It assumes the outer radius and the average stator specific electric 
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loading at the average radius are equal. Figure 3-2(a) illustrates the specific electric loading 
distribution at different radii, while Figure 3-2(b) highlights the trade-off between apparent 
power and apparent power produced by changes in the diameter ratio. 

3.2 Characteristics of the AFIM Magnetic Circuit 

The magnetic circuit structure of the AFIM shares similarities with the RFIM, consisting 
of five key elements: the airgap, rotor teeth, rotor back iron, stator teeth, and stator back iron. 
The magnetomotive force (MMF) equation, expressed as ∑𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻 = ∑ℱ, can be applied to all 
parts of the AFIM. Although the airgap length and slot widths remain constant across 
different radial layers, the AFIM stator and rotor tooth widths vary with the radial position. 
At the inner radius, the stator and rotor teeth are at their narrowest, and the teeth are widest 
at the outer radius. The flux density distribution within the airgap can be determined based 
on the same principles used for the RFIM. Specifically, the Carter’s coefficient 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐  is 
introduced to use the effective airgap length to account for the distortion of magnetic flux 
distribution caused by the slotting effect. For semi-closed slots (both stator and rotor slots) 
[88], the RFIM Carter’s coefficient can be calculated as:  

𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐,𝑠𝑠 =
1

1 − 𝛾𝛾1(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡)⁄  (3.19) 

𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐,𝑟𝑟 =
1

1 − 𝛾𝛾2(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡)⁄  (3.20) 

where 𝛾𝛾1 and 𝛾𝛾2 are expressed by (3.22) and (3.23), the 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 and 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡 are the rotor and stator 
tooth width at the airgap, the 𝑏𝑏𝑠𝑠,𝑜𝑜 and 𝑏𝑏𝑟𝑟,𝑜𝑜 are the stator and rotor slot opening width. 

In AFIMs, the Carter’s coefficient 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟)  varies with the radius 𝑟𝑟  due to the radial 
dependence of the stator and rotor tooth widths 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) and 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) at the airgap. 

𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐 = 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐,𝑠𝑠𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐,𝑟𝑟 = 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟) =
1

�1 −
𝛾𝛾1𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔
𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)� × �1 −

𝛾𝛾2𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔
𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) �

 (3.21) 

𝛾𝛾1 =
𝑏𝑏𝑠𝑠,𝑜𝑜 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔⁄

𝛼𝛼1 + 𝛼𝛼2(𝑏𝑏𝑠𝑠,𝑜𝑜 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔⁄ )
 (3.22) 
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𝛾𝛾2 =
𝑏𝑏𝑟𝑟,𝑜𝑜 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔⁄

𝛼𝛼1 + 𝛼𝛼2(𝑏𝑏𝑟𝑟,𝑜𝑜 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔⁄ )
 (3.23) 

For semi-closed rotor and stator slots, 𝛼𝛼1 and 𝛼𝛼2 are assumed to be 4.4 and 0.75. For open 
slots, they are 5 and 1. In the case of fully-closed slots, 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐 is assumed to be 1 [93]. The airgap 
flux density then can be expressed as follows: 

𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) = 𝜇𝜇0
ℱ𝑚𝑚

𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟)𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔
 (3.24) 

where ℱ𝑚𝑚  and 𝜇𝜇0  are the magnetomotive force and air permeability. Thus, due to the 
geometrical characteristics of AFIMs, the airgap flux density 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟), produced by the stator 
MMF, varies significantly along the radial direction. 

 

Figure 3-3 Radial segmentation and simplified magnetic equivalent circuit representation 
of an AFIM.  

To more accurately model the non-uniform radial flux distribution in the AFIM, the 
stator and rotor can be divided into 𝑁𝑁 concentric radial segments spanning the airgap region 
between the inner radius 𝑟𝑟𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 and outer radius 𝑟𝑟𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 (see Figure 3-3). Each radial segment is 
assumed to possess an approximately uniform magnetic field and is treated as an 
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independent magnetic path within a simplified equivalent magnetic circuit [94-97]. Two 
parallel magnetic circuit constraints are made when constructing this model.  

Each radial ring element is subjected to an identical magnetomotive force (MMF), which 
can be expressed as: 

ℱ1 = ℱ2 = ⋯ = ℱ𝑚𝑚 (3.25) 

The total magnetic flux per pole is obtained by summing the magnetic flux contributions 
from all radial ring elements, satisfying the principle of flux conservation: 

𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝 = 𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝,1 + 𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝,2 + ⋯+ 𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝,𝑁𝑁 = �𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝,𝑁𝑁

𝑁𝑁

𝑘𝑘=1

 (3.26) 

 

Figure 3-4 Segmented magnetic circuit iterative computation flowchart. 

Figure 3-4 illustrates the flowchart of the segmented airgap flux density calculations. The 
radial variation of the airgap flux density 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) in the AFIM is determined through an 
iterative magnetic circuit approach. The airgap region is divided into 𝑁𝑁 concentric radial 
elements, and the diameter ratio 𝜆𝜆 is fixed to preserve consistent geometrical proportions 
across the magnetic model. Each radial element is assumed to have a uniform magnetic field, 
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and constant airgap length 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔, as defined in (3.21). To initiate the procedure, the flux density 
𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) is firstly assumed to be uniform across all segments, and the corresponding initial 
target magnetomotive force ℱ𝑁𝑁0  for each segment is calculated using (3.24). Under the 
constraint of a constant magnetomotive force ℱ𝑚𝑚 applied equally to all radial paths (3.25), 
the magnetic flux 𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝,𝑁𝑁 in each segment is calculated by 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟) and 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟). The total magnetic 
flux per pole 𝜑𝜑𝑝𝑝  is then obtained by summing the contributions from all segments, in 
accordance with the flux conservation principle (3.26). If the calculated total flux deviates 
from the specified pole flux, the flux density 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) is scaled proportionally. Following this 
adjustment, the magnetic fluxes are re-evaluated. After each iteration, the conditions of 
equal magnetomotive force ℱ𝑚𝑚 and flux conservation are reviewed. The iterative process 
continues until the variation in 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) between iterations satisfies the constraints (3.25) and 
(3.26) [98]. 

Since the stator and rotor tooth widths 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) and 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) increase with radius in the 
AFIM, the ratios 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔/𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)  and 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔/𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)  decrease accordingly. As a result, the 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟) 
gradually decreases with increasing radius. The relationship between 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) and 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟) can 
be expressed as: 

𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) ∝
1

𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟) (3.27) 

Although 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟)  increases with radius due to the inverse dependence on 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟) , the 
variation is limited. This is because the airgap length 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 is much smaller than the stator and 
rotor tooth width 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) and 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟), leading to small changes in 𝐾𝐾𝑐𝑐(𝑟𝑟). As a result, the 
change in 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) in a radial direction is gradual. 

Similar to the airgap flux density distribution, the rotor and stator tooth flux densities 
also vary with the radius as follows, 

𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) = 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) ∙
𝐴𝐴𝑔𝑔(𝑟𝑟)
𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)

 (3.28) 

𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) = 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟) ∙
𝐴𝐴𝑔𝑔(𝑟𝑟)
𝐴𝐴𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)

 (3.29) 

where 𝐴𝐴𝑔𝑔(𝑟𝑟) 𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)⁄  and 𝐴𝐴𝑔𝑔(𝑟𝑟) 𝐴𝐴𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟)⁄  denote the spatial ratios of the airgap area to the 
rotor and stator tooth areas at the airgap, evaluated at radius 𝑟𝑟. 
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As the radius increases, the stator and rotor tooth body widths 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) and 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) 
increase significantly, while the slot body width 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠  and 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠 , remain constant. This 
geometric expansion causes the magnetic flux to be distributed over a larger tooth cross-
sectional area, leading to an increase in 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) and 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) along the radial direction.  

The flux density in the back iron of the AFIM rotor and stator can also be estimated with 
a similar method. 

𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦(𝑟𝑟) =
𝑄𝑄𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠,𝑝𝑝

𝜋𝜋ℎ𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦
𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟)𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) (3.30) 

𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦(𝑟𝑟) =
𝑄𝑄𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠,𝑝𝑝

𝜋𝜋ℎ𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦
𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿(𝑟𝑟)𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡(𝑟𝑟) (3.31) 

where 𝑄𝑄𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠,𝑝𝑝 and 𝑄𝑄𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠,𝑝𝑝 are the number of rotor and stator slots per pole, respectively. 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦(𝑟𝑟) 
and 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦(𝑟𝑟) represent the flux densities in the stator and rotor yoke. It is observed that the 
flux density in the rotor and stator yoke increases with increasing radius when the airgap 
flux density is evenly distributed due to the increase in airgap area. 

To further investigate the impact of the motor’s geometric proportions on the magnetic 
flux distribution, the diameter ratio 𝜆𝜆 is varied while keeping the outer diameter constant. 
In this case, it is assumed that the ℱ𝑚𝑚 remains constant across all radial planes, the magnetic 
materials operate within their linear regions, and the airgap length remains unchanged. The 
stator and rotor tooth widths are considered to vary linearly with the radius. A larger 
diameter ratio, corresponding to a larger inner diameter, leads to a reduction of effective 
cross-sectional area at the airgap. Consequently, to maintain the same total magnetic flux 
and ℱ𝑚𝑚, the average airgap flux density increases. Furthermore, a larger diameter ratio 𝜆𝜆 
leads to a smaller variation between the maximum and minimum flux densities along the 
radial direction. 

3.3 Rotor and Stator Slot Geometrical Parameter 
Characteristics 

In AFIMs, the rotor and stator slot configurations critically influence the magnetic 
coupling, flux distribution, and electromagnetic performance. The stator slot geometry 
primarily affects the flux linkage and leakage characteristics, whereas the rotor slot design 
governs the distribution of induced currents and directly impacts torque production at the 
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different speeds. Slot openings may be configured as open, semi-closed, or closed, each 
presenting distinct trade-offs. Open slots simplify manufacturing and enhance air 
circulation but typically result in higher leakage reactance, and magnetising current acoustic 
noise. Conversely, semi-closed and closed slots reduce leakage flux and reduce magnetising 
current, thereby improving magnetic coupling and overall efficiency. However, these 
benefits are offset by increased winding complexity and diminished thermal dissipation. 
Consequently, slot design must balance electromagnetic performance against 
manufacturability and thermal constraints [88, 93]. 

In RFIMs, these shapes are generally selected to ensure that the rotor and stator teeth 
have a constant width. This achieves a more uniform magnetic flux distribution, which 
helps reduce local magnetic saturation in the teeth. It also optimises the inductance profile, 
contributing to improved power factor and efficiency. Therefore, the parallel rotor and 
stator teeth configurations are chosen for the AFIM (see Figure 3-5).  

 

Figure 3-5 Shape of semi-closed parallel stator/rotor slots (left: circular top. Middle: flat 
top. Right: rounded top). 
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Figure 3-6 Geometrical representation of the AFIM core layout. Left: 3-D drawing of 
stator and rotor slot arrangement with key design parameters. Right: 2-D linear 
equivalent model, highlighting the tooth and slot dimensions for both the stator and 
rotor. 

Figure 3-6 defines the motor dimensions used in both the 3-D model and 2-D equivalent 
linear machine model. The 2-D model represents the middle layer of the AFIM and is used 
to determine the rotor and stator geometric parameters. Equation (3.32) estimates the 
required thickness of the stator yoke (𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦) in an AFIM by equating the magnetic flux passing 
through the airgap to that which must be carried by the stator yoke without saturation.  

𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦 =
𝜋𝜋(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖)/2

8𝑝𝑝 ∙ 𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑠𝑠

𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿
𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦

 (3.32) 

where 𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑠𝑠  is the stator-lamination stacking factor and 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦  is allowable stator yoke flux 
density. Equation (3.33) calculates the total area of the stator slots (𝐴𝐴𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠) based on the number 
of turns per phase and diameter of the conductors. The factor of 0.5 accounts for the 
assumed slot fill factor of 50%.  

𝐴𝐴𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠 =
2𝑚𝑚𝜋𝜋𝜋𝜋𝑝𝑝ℎ �

𝐷𝐷𝑤𝑤
2 �

2

0.5𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠
 (3.33) 

where 𝐷𝐷𝑤𝑤 is the winding diameter, 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠 is the number of stator slots and 𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ is the number 
of turns per phase. Equations (3.34) – (3.36) are then used to derive the detailed stator 
geometry. Equation (3.34) illustrates the stator tooth width 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡 , obtained using the 
allowable magnetic flux density in stator tooth (𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡) and stacking factor (𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑠𝑠). Equation 
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(3.35) finds the stator slot body width (𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠) by subtracting the tooth width from the  total 
pitch. Finally, (3.36) estimates the stator slot depth (𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠) from the total slot area divided by 
the slot width.  

𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡 =
𝜋𝜋𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎

𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑠𝑠
 (3.34) 

𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠 =
𝜋𝜋𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎
𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠

− 𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡 (3.35) 

𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠 =
𝐴𝐴𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠

𝑤𝑤𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠
 (3.36) 

To obtain the geometric parameters at the rotor side, a similar method is applied. The 
length of the rotor (𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟) is the sum of the depth of the rotor slots (𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠) and the length of the 
rotor yoke (𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦). 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 is the allowable flux density in the rotor yoke and 𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑟𝑟 is the rotor-
lamination stacking factor. 𝚤𝚤𝑟̂𝑟 , 𝐽𝐽𝑟𝑟 ,𝐾𝐾𝑟𝑟,𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓 are the rotor bar current amplitude, rotor bar current 
density and rotor-slot fill factor. 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 is the maximum rotor teeth flux density and 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠 is the 
number of rotor slots. The following equations are given for the rotor side sizing approach. 

𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 =
𝜋𝜋(𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖)/2

8𝑝𝑝
𝐵𝐵𝑔𝑔

𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑟𝑟
 (3.37) 

𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠 =
𝚤𝚤̂𝑟𝑟

𝐽𝐽𝑟𝑟𝐾𝐾𝑟𝑟,𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓
 (3.38) 

𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 =
𝜋𝜋𝐵𝐵𝑔𝑔𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎

𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡𝑘𝑘𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹,𝑟𝑟
 (3.39) 

𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠 =
𝜋𝜋𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎
𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠

− 𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 (3.40) 

𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠 =
𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠

𝑤𝑤𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠
 (3.41) 
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Figure 3-7 Transforming the 3-D geometry of an AFIM to a 2-D linear equivalent model. 

Figure 3-7 illustrates the process of transforming the 3-D geometry of an AFIM into the 
corresponding 2-D linear equivalent model. 3-D FE simulations are typically complex and 
computationally intensive. Converting the model into an equivalent 2-D linear 
representation simplifies the process while preserving key geometric and electromagnetic 
characteristics. However, the 2-D model can only be used for the initial design of AFIMs, as 
the detailed magnetic behaviour cannot be accurately captured. In the equivalent linear 2-
D model, the rotor moves in a linear direction instead of rotating. Hence, a force value is 
obtained in steady of the torque and the speed is expressed in metres per second (m/s) rather 
than revolutions per minute (RPM). The following equations can be used for the AFIM 2-D 
linear model.  

𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 = 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 +
𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 − 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖

2
 (3.42) 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 = 𝑉𝑉1 ×
60

2𝜋𝜋𝑟𝑟𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎
 (3.43) 

𝜏𝜏𝑚𝑚 = 𝐹𝐹 ∙ 𝑟𝑟𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 (3.44) 

where 𝑉𝑉1 denotes the equivalent linear speed of the motor, 𝑟𝑟𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 is the average radius and 𝐹𝐹 
is the equivalent force corresponding to the torque 𝜏𝜏𝑚𝑚. 

This chapter has discussed the key geometrical parameters of the AFIM, including their 
definitions, design constraints, and influence on machine performance. These parameters 
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form the fundamental design space in which AFIMs are evaluated. Although the chapter 
primarily focused on parameter definitions and baseline considerations, it provides the 
necessary foundation for the subsequent analysis. In Chapter 4, these geometrical 
parameters are incorporated into a systematic FEA-based design study, where parameter 
sweeps and sensitivity analyses are performed. The results from these simulations establish 
the relationship between geometry, material cost, and performance, and serve as the basis 
for comparison with conventional RFIMs. 

In the AFIM design process, applying the analytical equations to estimate the main dimensions is vital, particularly when designing a novel machine type that has not yet been standardised. These theoretical formulations enable designers to quickly grasp the intrinsic relationships between the geometric parameters and the electromagnetic characteristics, thereby laying a solid foundation for subsequent optimisation, structural design, and simulation analysis. Besides, the design of AFIM can also benefit from the existing design 
experience, which combined with FE simulation software, enables detailed modelling and accurate verification of the motor’s electromagnetic performance [73-77]. However, this combined approach is time consuming in the preliminary design stage. Therefore, to streamline the initial design process, this section focuses on transforming the existing RFIMs to their equivalent AFIMs with the newly defined magnetic and electric loading limits. This procedure is generic and can be applied to AFIMs with different number of poles. In 
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the AFIM design process, applying the analytical equations to estimate the main dimensions is vital, particularly when designing a novel machine type that has not yet been standardised. These theoretical formulations enable designers to quickly grasp the intrinsic relationships between the geometric parameters and the electromagnetic characteristics, thereby laying a solid foundation for subsequent optimisation, structural design, and simulation analysis. Besides, the design of AFIM can also benefit from the existing design 
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CHAPTER 4                                   S IMUL ATION-BAS ED DESIGN AND ANAL YSIS O F AXIAL-FL UX INDUC TION MO TOR 

4.1 Preliminary Sizing Approach: Converting 
Existing RFIM to AFIM 

In the AFIM design process, applying the aforementioned analytical equations to 
estimate the main dimensions is vital, particularly when designing a novel machine type 
that has not yet been standardised. These theoretical formulations enable designers to 
quickly grasp the intrinsic relationships between the geometric parameters and the 
electromagnetic characteristics, thereby laying a solid foundation for subsequent 
optimisation, structural design, and simulation analysis. Besides, the design of AFIM can 
also benefit from the existing design experience, which combined with FE simulation 
software, enables detailed modelling and accurate verification of the motor’s 
electromagnetic performance [73-77]. However, this combined approach is time consuming 
in the preliminary design stage. Therefore, to streamline the initial design process, this 
section focuses on transforming the existing RFIMs to their equivalent AFIMs with the 
newly defined magnetic and electric loading limits. This procedure is generic and can be 
applied to AFIMs with different number of poles. 

 

Figure 4-1 Flowchart for converting an existing RFIM to an AFIM. 

Start

First inputs:
• Rated power ( )
• Line voltage ( )
• Rated speed ( )
• Frequency ( )
• Target efficiency ( )
• Target power factor ( )

Second inputs:
• Number of poles
• Number of slots

From RFIM

nameplate

• Winding configurations
• Stator specific electric loading ( )
• Airgap length ( )
• Airgap flux density ( )
• Stator/rotor teeth flux density ( & )
• Stator/rotor yoke flux density ( & )

AFIM outputs:
• Outer and inner diameter ( & )
• Stator specific electric loading ( )
• Stator/rotor teeth width ( & )
• Stator/rotor slot width ( & )
• Number of turns per phase
• Slot shape
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Table 4-1 Key parameters of the benchmark commercial 2.2kW RFIM with four, six, and 
eight poles. 

Commercial 2.2kW RFIM with four, six and eight poles 
  Four poles Six poles Eight poles 

Stator outer diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑠𝑠,𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 165 165 211 
Stator inner diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑠𝑠,𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 105 114.5 148 
Rotor outer diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑟𝑟,𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 104.2 113.5 147 
Rotor inner diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑟𝑟,𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 38 38 48 

Axial length [mm] 𝐿𝐿 105 130 180 
Winding diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤 0.8 1.4 1.024 

No. of strands - 1 1 1 
No. of turns/phase 𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ 564 528 704 
Rated power [kW] 𝑃𝑃𝑟𝑟  2.2 2.5 2.2 
Rated speed [rpm] 𝑛𝑛𝑟𝑟 1441 952 725 
Rated torque [Nm] 𝑇𝑇𝑟𝑟 15 22 30 
Rated voltage [V] 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟  415 415 415 

Rated frequency [Hz] 𝑓𝑓 50 50 50 
No. of stator slots 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 36 36 48 
No. of rotor slots 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 28 42 44 

No. of phase m 3 3 3 
No. of poles p 4 6 8 

Airgap length [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 0.35 0.5 0.5 
Winding material - Copper Copper Copper 

Core material - 50AW470 50AW470 50AW470 
Rotor bar material - Aluminium Aluminium Aluminium 

 

Table 4-2 Comparison between proposed AFIM predefined loading and permitted loading 
for RFIMs from literature [93]. 

 
Parameters 

From RFIM 
literature 

Predefined AFIM 
loading 

Specific electric loading [A/mm] 𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 28 - 45 20 - 40 
Stator current density [A/mm2] 𝐽𝐽𝑠𝑠 3 – 8 3 – 5 
Rotor current density [A/mm2] 𝐽𝐽𝑟𝑟 3 – 6.5 3 – 4.5 

Airgap flux density [T] 𝐵𝐵𝑔𝑔 0.7 – 0.9 0.7 – 0.9 
Tooth flux density [T] 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡  𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 1.4 – 2.1 <1.6 

Rotor yoke flux density [T]  𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 1-1.9 <1.5 
Stator yoke flux density [T] 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦 1.4-2.7 <1.5 

Figure 4-1 illustrates the design procedure for the 2.2kW AFIM. The process commences 
with defining the design specifications, including the power rating, number of poles, 
frequency, and voltage. The outer diameter of the AFIM is determined by the electrical 
output power equation, while the inner diameter is derived from sensitivity studies on the 
optimal inner-to-outer diameter ratio. Preliminary estimates of the tooth widths and yoke 
lengths are further refined by referencing flux density values obtained from the 
corresponding components of the RFIM. These values are then adjusted based on the flux 
distribution within the AFIM, which subsequently allows for a redefinition of the 
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permissible flux density levels suitable for the AFIM design. Table 4-1 tabulates the key 
parameters of the commercial line-start RFIMs which were used as design references for the 
new AFIM designs. Table 4-2 illustrates the differences between the proposed AFIM 
predefined loadings and permitted loadings for RFIMs from the literature. 

4.1.1 Simulation-Based Analysis of Inner-to-Outer Diameter Ratio 
Effects on AFIM Performance 

As discussed in CHAPTER 3, the conventional electric motor general sizing approach is 
not well-suited for AFIM design. This limitation arises from the assumption of uniform 
magnetic and electric loading distributions, an oversimplification that neglects the radial 
variation of these parameters inherent in axial-flux motors. The resultant higher flux density 
and current density can cause saturation and possible overheating near the inner diameter. 
Although an initial inner-to-outer diameter ratio of 0.577, which theoretically offers the 
highest power density, was implemented in the 3-D ANSYS FEM model (see Section 3.1 and 
[90-92, 99]), it posed practical challenges, as it provided insufficient space to place the inner 
end-windings.  In addition, past research appears to have a limited understanding of how 
the diameter ratio (𝜆𝜆 = 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜⁄ ) affects the performance of the AFIM, such as efficiency and 
material cost. This is important because the diameter ratio can impact not only the 
electromagnetic performance but also the cost-effectiveness.  

 

 

(a) (b) 

Figure 4-2 (a) 3-D view of designed stator (b) 3-D view of rotor with bars showing 
skewing. 

The following section examines the inner-to-outer diameter ratio effect on various 
performance factors, such as torque, efficiency, stator electric loading, current density, flux 
density, and material cost, using 3-D FE simulations. The machine output power is kept 
constant. The influence of this ratio on each performance metric serves as a reference for the 
motor prototype design and offers guidance for AFIM designers to prioritise either material 
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cost or efficiency, depending on specific application requirements. The properties and 
geometry of the designed eight-pole 2.2kW AFIM are tabulated in Table 4-3. The proposed 
unwound stator and rotor with bars are given in Figure 4-2 along with the specified inner 
and outer diameters. 

Table 4-3 The geometry and properties of the designed eight-pole 2.2kW AFIM. 

Outer diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜  275 
Inner diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖  163 

Axial length [mm] 𝐿𝐿 78 
Wire diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤  0.861 

No. of strands - 2 
No. of turns/phase 𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ 896 
Rated power [kW] 𝑃𝑃𝑟𝑟  2.2 
Rated speed [rpm] 𝑛𝑛𝑟𝑟 725 
Rated torque [Nm] 𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟 30 
Rated voltage [V] 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟  415 

Rated frequency [Hz] 𝑓𝑓 50 
No. of stator slots 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 48 
No. of rotor slots 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 44 

No. of phase m 3 
No. of poles p 8 

Airgap length [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 0.5 
Winding material - Copper 

Core material - M19_24G 
Rotor bar material - Aluminium 

 

 

Figure 4-3 Stator specific electric loading as a function of diameter ratio. 

In the eight-pole 2.2kW AFIM design, the considered diameter ratio must be greater than 
0.4, as a smaller value would result in excessively narrow stator and rotor teeth or even 
cause adjacent slots to intersect near the inner diameter. Figure 4-3 shows the average stator 
specific electric loading versus the diameter ratio. In region III, where the diameter ratio is 
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larger than 0.6, the average stator specific electric loading increases with the diameter ratio, 
which is the opposite behaviour observed in the equivalent RFIM. Conversely, in region I 
and region II (for diameter ratios below 0.6), the electric loading increases with decreasing 
diameter ratio diameter ratio. This is because the smaller inner diameter leads to larger 
stator specific loadings at the inner diameter, thereby increasing the average value. 

 

Figure 4-4 Stator current density as a function of diameter ratio. 

Figure 4-4 illustrates the variation of stator current density with respect to the inner-to-
outer diameter ratio (𝜆𝜆). As 𝜆𝜆 increases, the average airgap area decreases. To maintain the 
same output power under reduced interaction area, a higher electric loading is required, 
leading to an increase in stator current density, especially near the inner radius. In contrast, 
lower diameter ratios provide a broader radial span for winding placement, which can 
reduce current concentration and lower thermal stress. However, excessively low diameter 
ratios (small inner diameter) result in impractically narrow stator or rotor teeth, 
compromising mechanical integrity, increasing material usage, and negatively affecting 
electromagnetic performance. When 𝜆𝜆  exceeds approximately 0.65 (region III), the 
reduction in airgap area becomes rapid, sharply increasing required electric loading. This 
causes the stator current density to rise at an accelerating, nearly exponential rate. By 
comparison, Regions I and II correspond to moderate 𝜆𝜆  values where the airgap area 
changes more gradually, leading to a relatively constant current density with only a small 
rate of increase. 

Figure 4-5 shows the flux density magnitudes at different diameter ratios. The results 
are based on the 2.2kW AFIM with a fixed outer diameter and a constant supply voltage. In 
the figure, the 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡 and 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 represent stator and rotor tooth flux densities, 𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦 and 𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 are 
stator and rotor yoke flux densities. It is observed that the trends are similar as mentioned 
in section 3.2. The inner diameter is varies to evaluate its influence on magnetic loading 



CHAPTER 4                                   SIMULATION-BASED DESIGN AND ANALYSIS OF AXIAL-FLUX INDUCTION MOTOR 

53 

within the motor. As the diameter ratio increases, both the flux densities in the yoke and 
teeth regions of the stator and rotor are increased. This trend is primarily due to the reduced 
airgap area caused by a larger inner diameter, which leads to an increase in flux density to 
maintain the same power rating. Thus while a higher diameter ratio may produce a lighter 
motor design, it also raises the risk of magnetic saturation, particularly in the stator and 
rotor yoke. Compared to the yoke regions, the width and height of the teeth are typically 
constrained by the slot number and pitch and therefore do not significantly decrease as the 
inner diameter changes. As a result, the flux density in the tooth regions increases relatively 
gradually. In contrast, the changes of inner diameter significantly influence the area of the 
yoke region, thereby causing a steeper increase in flux density.  

 

Figure 4-5 Flux densities as a function of inner-to-outer diameter ratio in different 
components, stator and rotor teeth and yoke. 

Consequently, the inner-to-outer diameter ratio is preliminarily set in the range of 0.5 to 
0.65, based on the preceding analysis of stator current density, specific electric loading, and 
magnetic loading, ensuring that the machine operates within the unsaturated region of the 
core material. To finalise this selection, further investigations are required from other 
perspectives, such as efficiency, torque output, and material cost. 

 

Figure 4-6 Variation of material cost and weight with respect to the diameter ratio. 



CHAPTER 4                                   SIMULATION-BASED DESIGN AND ANALYSIS OF AXIAL-FLUX INDUCTION MOTOR 

54 

 

Figure 4-7 Variation of efficiency and torque with respect to the diameter ratio. 

Figure 4-6 and Figure 4-7 show the material cost, weight, torque, and efficiency at 
different diameter ratios. Diameter ratios below 0.577 and above 0.6 give lower output 
torque at same speed, while those near 0.6 exhibit higher efficiency with relatively lower 
material cost.  

 

Figure 4-8 Variation of full-load efficiency with material cost, highlighting the commercial 
RFIM full-load efficiency with the corresponding material cost. 

Figure 4-8 shows the relationship between the AFIM full-load efficiency and material 
cost for varying diameter ratios, highlighting two key points. The efficiency was calculated 
as the ratio of output mechanical power to the total input power, including copper losses in 
both stator and rotor windings, iron losses in the stator and rotor cores. The relatively low 
efficiency observed at certain diameter ratios is primarily attributed to increased copper 
losses from higher current densities or elevated core losses under high magnetic loading. 
The peak efficiency at diameter ratio of 0.6 results from a balanced trade-off between copper 
and iron losses, where the airgap area, magnetic loading, and winding utilisation are 
optimised. 

The figure also compares the commercial RFIM radius with the optimal AFIM design at 
a diameter ratio of 0.6. The RFIM baseline design (green triangle) achieves an efficiency of 
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around 80% at a material cost slightly above $55. In contrast, the AFIM design with a 
diameter ratio of 0.6 (red circle) reaches a higher efficiency of approximately 83.5% while 
reducing the material cost to around $52. Consequently, a diameter ratio of 0.6 is selected 
for the 2.2 kW eight-pole AFIM design. 

4.1.2 Simulation-Based Analysis of Shape of Rotor and Stator Slot 
Effects on AFIM Performance  

 

    
(a) (b) (c) (d) 

Figure 4-9 The four combinations of teardrop and rectangular slot shapes considered for 
the stator and rotor. 

The previous sections have demonstrated the preliminary sizing approach and the 
simulation-based choice of the optimal diameter ratio, using the predefined magnetic and 
electric loading parameters from the benchmark equivalent commercial RFIM. Although a 
similar stator and rotor slot geometry (teardrop shape) was initially adopted for the newly 
developed AFIM, is RFIM tooth profile proved unsuitable due to the radius-dependent 
variation in the tooth width and the differing lamination orientations inherent to the AFIM 
design. The following section demonstrates a comparative analysis of four stator and rotor 
slot combinations (see Figure 4-9), each with identical slot areas, evaluated through 3D FE 
simulations for the 2.2kW eight-pole AFIM. The two key parameters considered for the line-
start machine are starting torque and the rated efficiency. 

 

Figure 4-10 Rated efficiency of the AFIM versus starting torque for the four cases. 
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The rated efficiency (𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 ) for AFIM cases (a)-(d) versus starting torque is given in 
Figure 4-10. The rated efficiency values across the four cases are similar, which is because 
their identical slot areas and similar magnetic and electric loading conditions. The similar 
design parameters produce comparable copper losses, which is the largest portion of the 
total losses. Moreover, the overall magnetic interaction between the rotor and stator remains 
largely unaffected although the different slot shapes introduce local variations in the flux 
path. On the other hand, the slot shape has a larger impact on the starting torque (𝑇𝑇𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠). 
The rectangular slots (Case (b)) provide more uniform flux paths and better coupling, 
resulting in a starting torque approximately 21% higher than that of the teardrop slot 
configuration (Case (a)).  

 

Figure 4-11 Effects of stator and rotor slot shape combinations on the starting torque 
and current of the AFIM. 

Figure 4-11 compares the effect of slot shape on the starting performance of the AFIM by 
comparing the starting current (𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠) across the four cases. Case (b) exhibits the highest 
starting current, indicating a higher excitation demand during startup. It shows around 6% 
higher starting current compared to Case (a). Moreover, with the teardrop shaped slot such 
as in case (a), (c) and (d), the slot geometry features a non-uniform slot width. This can lead 
to narrower tooth widths between adjacent slots near the inner diameter, resulting in 
structural weakness and increased manufacturing complexity. Consequently, to achieve a 
constant reluctance and a more uniform flux distribution and higher starting torque, Case 
(b) with rectangular stator and rotor slots was selected as the final design. 

4.1.3 Stator Winding Configurations for Designed Eight-Pole AFIM 

The stator winding configuration selection for the designed AFIM is important as it 
directly affect the magnetic field strength and distribution, thereby affecting the generated 
torque. There are two main winding configurations, concentrated and distributed windings. 
Each configuration offers distinct advantages and drawbacks. Concentrated windings 
typically lead to simpler manufacturing, lower copper losses, and provide more available 
space near the inner diameter due to the shorter end-windings. However, as each coil spans 
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fewer teeth, they tend to produce higher torque ripple as a result of the non-uniform and 
localised flux distribution. Moreover, it also leads to increased harmonic distortion due to 
the resulting non-sinusoidal magnetomotive force (MMF). On the other hand, distributed 
windings achieve smoother torque and a more sinusoidal magnetic flux distributions, thus 
enhancing overall machine efficiency. Although distributed winding configurations give 
higher copper losses from longer end windings which poses a risk of insufficient space for 
end-winding placement near the inner diameter, the substantial improvement in torque 
ripple reduction and magnetic flux quality make them generally the best choice for AFIMs. 

The distribution factor (𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 ) and pitch factor (𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 ) are critical parameters in selecting 
winding configurations because they directly affect the induced EMF (𝐸𝐸 = 4.44 ∙ 𝑓𝑓 ∙ 𝑁𝑁 ∙ Φ ∙
𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 ∙ 𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 ), efficiency, and harmonic content and they can be expressed by the following 
equations, 

𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 =
sin(𝑞𝑞 ∙ 𝛼𝛼 2⁄ )
𝑞𝑞 ∙ sin(𝛼𝛼 2⁄ )

 (3.42) 

𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = cos �
𝜋𝜋 ∙ 𝑦𝑦
𝜏𝜏
� (3.43) 

where 𝑞𝑞 and 𝛼𝛼 are the number of slots per pole per phase and the electrical angle between 
adjacent slots. The terms 𝑦𝑦 and 𝜏𝜏 denote the coil span and pole pitch.  

Table 4-4 illustrates seven proposed winding configuration options, cases 1-3 are 
categorised as distributed lap windings and cases 4-7 are distributed concentric windings. 
Note that the same number of turns per slot, 56 turns per slot, are used in all the winding 
configurations. Case 1 and Case 2 provide the maximum winding factor and thereby the 
highest induced EMF. However, the longer end-windings pose a challenge when placing 
them near the inner diameter. Case 3 short-pitched lap windings to reduce harmonic content, 
though at the cost of a lower winding factor of 0.836. Among them, Case 6 and Case 7 offer 
the lowest winding resistance with an acceptable winding factor of 0.933, making them 
suitable for high-efficiency designs. Each winding configuration has its own advantages and 
limitations, but these factors alone are insufficient to determine which one should be 
implemented in the prototype. Therefore, FE simulations were conducted for each winding 
type to evaluate and compare key performance factors, including power factor, starting 
torque, efficiency, and transient response under full load. 
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Table 4-4 Winding configuration options and comparisons of design and performance 
factors. 

Case 1 
 

Single-layer, lap winding, full pitch 
Slot span: 6,  𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.84Ω 

𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 1,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.966 

Case 2 
 

Double-layer, lap winding, full pitch  
Slot span: 6, 𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.59Ω 

𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 1,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.966 

Case 3 
 

Double-layer, lap winding, short pitch, 
offset layers 

Slot span: 5, 𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.35Ω 
𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 0.866,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.836 

Case 4 
 

Single-layer, concentric winding, full 
pitch 

Slot span: 5/7,  𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.85Ω 
𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.933 

Case 5 
 

Single-layer, concentric winding, short 
pitch 

Slot span: 5, 𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.60Ω 
 𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.933 

Case 6 

 

Double-layer, concentric winding, 
short pitch 

Slot span: 5, 𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.35Ω 
  𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.933 

Case 7 

 

Double-layer, concentric winding, 
short pitch, offset layers 
Slot span: 5, 𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 = 2.35Ω 

 𝑘𝑘𝑝𝑝 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑑𝑑 = 0.966,𝑘𝑘𝑤𝑤 = 0.933  

The starting torque is plotted in Figure 4-12(a), and it is observed that Case (3), (6) and 
(7) deliver higher starting torque and are thus picked for further investigation. Figure 4-12(b) 
presents that Case (6) delivers higher power factor and is only slightly lower in efficiency. 
However, Figure 4-12(c) shows that case 6 has a longer settling time from transient to steady 
state, about 200ms. Both cases (3) and (7) show similar settling times, and the zoomed-in 
torque curve shows that case (7) delivers a slight lower torque ripple at full-load operation. 
Hence case (7) was finally selected for the designed AFIM. 
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(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 4-12 FE calculated (a) starting torque, (b) rated efficiency and power factor and, 
(c) transient response for different winding configurations. 

4.1.4 Pareto Front Look-up for Preliminary Sizing 

In this subsection, the AFIM designs are developed four-pole and six-pole configurations 
by using the same sizing methods and sensitivity studies. As a result, a preliminary sizing 
approach look-up map is introduced to illustrate the relationship between multiple factors, 
such as material cost, diameter ratio, efficiency, current density and flux density. This 
approach aims to identify the trade-offs and allow AFIM designers to select the optimal 
general size quickly based on varying priorities. The properties and dimensions of the 
designed four, six, and eight poles AFIMs are listed in Table 4-5. 

Figure 4-13 illustrates the efficiency versus material cost for alternative 2.2kW AFIM 
designs with four, six, and eight poles. The designs are generated through geometric 
parametric variations, including stator and rotor yoke lengths (𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦  , 𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 ), and outer and 
inner diameters (𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖  , 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 ). These variations directly affect both the material cost and 
electromagnetic performance, such as efficiency, linear current density, and flux density. 
Some high-cost designs do not offer proportionally higher efficiency. These curves suggest 
that the considered geometric parameters lead to a convergence toward around 81-82% 
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efficiency. Other influential factors such as the winding configuration and slot size are not 
included in this analysis and may further affect the overall design performance. At a similar 
efficiency level, it is observed that higher material cost does not significantly improve 
efficiency, as increasing 𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦 or 𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 beyond the required flux path capacity only adds to the 
mass and cost without increasing efficiency. 

Table 4-5 Summary of the designed four, six, and eight poles AFIM dimensions and 
properties. 

Design Specifications 
Rated power [kW] 𝑃𝑃𝑟𝑟  2.2 

No. of poles p 4 6 8 
Rated speed [rpm] 𝑛𝑛𝑟𝑟 1441 952 726 
No. of stator slots 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 36 36 48 
No. of rotor slots 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 28 42 44 

Inner diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖  143 150 163 
Outer diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜  235 260 275 

Diameter ratio  0.61 0.58 0.60 
Stack length [mm] 𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠 76 70 69 
Rated torque [Nm] 𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟 15 22 30 

No. of turns/slot 𝑁𝑁𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 47 44 44 
Rated voltage [V] 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟  415 

Rated frequency [Hz] 𝑓𝑓 50 
No. of phases m 3 

Wire diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤  0.813 
Airgap length [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 0.465 

Winding material - Copper 
Core material - M19_24G 

Rotor bar material - Aluminium 
Degree of Freedom 

Rotor and stator yoke ratio 𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦: 𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦 0.85 – 1.3 
Inner and outer diameter ratio 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖:𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 0.55 – 0.65 

 

   
(a) Four-pole (b) Six-pole (c) Eight-pole 

Figure 4-13 Efficiency versus material cost for 2.2kW AFIM designs with different pole 
numbers. Each plot shows all evaluated designs (blue symbols) and highlights the high-
efficiency candidates (red lines). 
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(a) Four-pole (b) Six-pole (c) Eight-pole 

Figure 4-14 Efficiency versus material cost for various designs showing contours of linear 
current density in A/mm, with the ratio of rotor yoke length to stator yoke length 
(𝒍𝒍𝒔𝒔,𝒚𝒚: 𝒍𝒍𝒓𝒓,𝒚𝒚) constrained within the range of 0.85 to 1.3. 

The efficiency-cost trade-off under different pole numbers (four, six and eight poles) is 
illustrated in Figure 4-14, which includes contours of linear current density, and the red 
dashed curve highlights the high-efficiency solutions for a given cost. It is important to note 
that Figure 4-14 presents only the refined design subset, where overdesigned solutions, 
those exhibiting excessive material usage without proportional efficiency improvement, 
have been deliberately excluded. These results are obtained by varying the rotor-to-stator 
yoke length ratio ( 𝑙𝑙𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦: 𝑙𝑙𝑟𝑟,𝑦𝑦 ) within the range of 0.85 to 1.30, while constraining the 
electromagnetic loading within the predefined limits presented in Table 4-2. 

   
(a) Four-pole (b) Six-pole (c) Eight-pole 

Figure 4-15 Superimposed efficiency and material cost contours versus the ratio of stator 
to rotor yoke and the diameter ratio of 2.2kW AFIM designs with different pole numbers, 
with the stator specific electric loading is constrained between 20 and 40 A/mm.  

Figure 4-15 presents example design colour maps for the four, six, and eight pole AFIMs. 
It is noted that the look-up colour map restricts the inner-to-outer diameter ratios between 
0.55 and 0.65, and specific electric loadings between 20 and 40 A/mm. These constraints 
highlight feasible regions of practical designs that exhibit efficient cost-performance trade-
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offs. By utilising these colour maps, designers can better understand how varying 
parameters affect the electric loading and material cost.  

4.2 FE Simulation Based Comparative Studies on 
RFIM and AFIM 

Beyond establishing the design principles and methodologies of AFIMs, a 
comprehensive assessment requires systematic evaluation of their topological distinctions 
from RFIMs across three critical aspects: electromagnetic field behaviour, geometric 
sensitivity, and material economy. This section conducts a benchmark analysis of line-start 
AFIM and RFIM configurations to reveal characteristic advantages through quantified 
performance contrasts. While RFIM maintain industrial prevalence, their design 
optimisation ceiling is fundamentally constrained by inflexible structure and lower power 
density. These limits motivate the consideration of AFIMs as a power-density-enhanced 
alternative, necessitating systematic benchmarking through geometric equivalence 
transformations of commercial RFIM baselines. The comparative framework evaluates 
multiple performance metrics including the effects of rotor slot number, rotor/stator slot 
shapes, the dynamic responses, electromagnetic performance, and material cost. 

4.2.1 Sensitivity of Electromagnetic Performance to Slot Shapes in 
AFIM and RFIM 

Building upon the parametric definition of the AFIM geometries through the predefined 
electromagnetic loading parameters in Section 3.1, which established the influence of rotor 
and stator slot shapes on the AFIM performance, a comprehensive sensitivity analysis 
comparing the slot shape effects in AFIMs and RFIMs is presented below. 

Figure 4-9 illustrates four sets of rotor and stator slot shape combinations. It is noted that 
the rotor slots for both the AFIM and RFIM case (a) and (d) are designed with an inverse-
tear-drop shape and both case (b) and (c) have rectangular rotor slots. The area of the stator 
and rotor slots are kept as constant. FEA is employed to predict the performance 
characteristics of the benchmark RFIMs and the designed AFIMs. As mentioned, AFIMs 
require 3-D FEA to obtain accurate results due to the differences in the core lamination 
orientation. In contrasts, RFIMs can often achieve reasonable accuracy using 2-D FEA. 
Figure 4-16 presents the rotor and stator slot shape effects on the torque and current versus 
speed performance. Figure 4-17 compares the starting torque and current of different 
combinations. The rectangular and tear-drop stator/rotor slots provide parallel stator/rotor 
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teeth for the AFIM and RFIM designs, respectively. When applying different rotor/stator 
slot shapes to the AFIM and RFIM, the 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 and 𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 show inverse trends. From a starting 
current perspective, the largest differences are labelled, and the differences are 5.3% and 6.3% 
for the AFIM and RFIM respectively. On the other hand, the biggest differences are 12% and 
7.0% for the AFIM and RFIM, respectively. It is concluded that the rotor and stator slot shape 
combination have a stronger effect on 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 than 𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠. Moreover, compared to the RFIM, 
the AFIM is more sensitive to the shape of stator and rotor slots from a starting torque 
perspective. Both the AFIM and RFIM with parallel rotor and stator teeth provide higher 
𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 and 𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠. 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 4-16 Eight-pole AFIM and RFIM performance predictions as a function of speed 
under different rotor/stator slot configuration cases. (a) torque vs. speed, (b) current vs. 
speed. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 4-17 Effects of stator and rotor slot shape configurations on starting torque and 
current of the eight-pole AFIM and RFIM. 
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Figure 4-18 Rated efficiency versus starting torque, location of the four cases of both 
the AFIM and the RFIM. 

The rated efficiency (𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟) for both AFIM and RFIM cases (a)-(d) versus starting torque 
is given in Figure 4-18. From cases (a)-(d), in terms of 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 , the AFIM shows higher 
sensitivity to the stator/rotor slot shape compared with the baseline RFIM. On the other 
hand, the 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 for both AFIM and RFIM show only small changes.  Moreover, the higher 
efficiency of the AFIM can be attributed to its shorter magnetic flux path and reduced 
leakage flux, which together reduce both copper and core losses compared with its 
equivalent RFIM. 

 

Figure 4-19 Electromagnetic performance for the AFIM with different cases with case b 
as the baseline. 

Figure 4-19 shows the effects of slot shape on the four AFIM cases. The power factor and 
efficiency given here is under full-load operation and all values are per-unitised. The base 
value for nominal power is set at 2.0kW, and all other performance metrics are normalised 
with respect to case (b), which has rectangular rotor and stator slots. The full-load 
performance results indicate that the power, efficiency and power factor exhibit similar 
levels across the different cases. The rectangular rotor and stator slot configuration is 
selected for further analysis in later sections due to its better starting torque capabilities. 

4.2.2 Sensitivity of Electromagnetic Performance to Number of 
Rotor Slots in AFIM and RFIM 
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The shape of the stator and rotor slots has now been confirmed. Next, the optimal choice 
for the number of rotor slots is studied. The effect of this on the electromagnetic torque 
production, torque ripple, rotor losses and efficiency are investigated. A lower number of 
rotor slots produces higher losses and lower airgap torque variation. So, the trade-off 
between electromagnetic noise and efficiency depends on the design purpose. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 4-20 Effect of different numbers of rotor slots for the eight-pole AFIM and RFIM 
as a function of speed. (a) Torque versus speed. (b) Current versus speed. (c) Starting 
torque versus full load efficiency. 

The effect of the rotor slot number on the eight-pole RFIM and AFIM was studied. The 
number of stator slots is kept as 48 with the rotor slot number varying from 30 to 46. With 
the changes in the rotor slot number, the rotor slot width is changed to keep the total slot 
area and hence the rotor resistance as a constant. The effect of rotor slot number on the stator 
current and electromagnetic torque versus speed of the machine for the AFIM and RFIM are 
presented in Figure 4-20s (a) and (b), respectively. The number of rotor slots has a more 
significant effect on the current and torque in the RFIM compared to the AFIM. Figure 4-20(c) 
shows the trade-off between the starting torque  𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 versus the rated efficiency 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 for 
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the six AFIM and six RFIM designs. The 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 for both motor types increase with the ratio 
of the number of rotor and stator slots (𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠)⁄  and the AFIM has a higher 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟  than 
RFIM for the same ratio of 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠⁄ . In terms of 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠, the rotor slot number has a stronger 
effect on the RFIM than the AFIM. 

 

Figure 4-21 Eight-pole AFIM starting torque current in p.u. with different numbers of 
rotor slots. 

Figure 4-21 presents the relationship between the starting torque 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠  and starting 
current 𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 , for different numbers of rotor slots for the eight-pole AFIM. A critical 
observation from the data is the sensitivity of 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 to variations in the rotor slot number, 
this contrasts with the relatively modest response of 𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 to the same parameter. This is 
because the 𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠  is primarily governed by the supply voltage and the equivalent 
impedance of the stator circuit and so is less affected by the interaction of the slot harmonics. 
As the commercial eight-pole RFIM with 44 rotor slots specifications indicates, the 𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 is 
around two times of the rated torque and its design effectively balances the trade-off 
between leakage reactance and rotor resistance. Moreover, this configuration exhibits the 
third highest  𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠, showing the compromise between the starting torque and the current 
limitation imposed by the electromagnetic design constraints. 
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Figure 4-22 Comparison of the AFIM performance with different numbers of rotor slots 
as a function of load: (a) core loss, (b) speed, (c) efficiency, (d) power factor, (e) 
efficiency and power factor at full load in per unit. 

Figure 4-22 evaluates the loading performance of the AFIM across varying rotor slot 
numbers, showing the differences in core loss, rated speed, and efficiency. The inverse 
relationship between core loss and rotor slot count stems from the redistribution of magnetic 
flux density across a greater number of slots (see Figure 4-22(a)). Figure 4-22(b) indicates a 
minimal influence of the rotor slot number on the rated speed. The efficiency in Figure 4-22(c) 
marginally increases with higher number of rotor slots. The power factor (Figure 4-22(d)) 
remains unaffected by the rotor slot number, due to its dependence on the stator-side 
impedance and the magnetizing characteristic. At full load, the normalised perfomracne 
indices (Figure 4-22(e)) shows that the AFIM with 44 rotor slots offers a balanced 
compromise between efficiency and power factor. Given these reasons, alongside prior 
observations regarding the starting behaviour shown in Figure 4-21, the 44 rotor slots 
configuration was selected for further study. 

4.2.3 Steady-State Electromagnetic Performance Comparisons and 
Analysis 

The steady-state electromagnetic performance of electric motors is a critical factor in 
determining its efficiency, torque, and operational behaviour. It is typically evaluated 
through FEA simulation or experimental testing. This section presents a comparative 
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analysis of the steady-state performance parameters of AFIMs and RFIMs via FEA 
simulations. The key parameters consist of torque, current, efficiency, and power factor.  

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 4-23 Comparison of electromagnetic performance for AFIMs and RFIMs with 
different number of poles. (a) Torque characteristics: starting torque (red) and 
breakdown torque (blue). (b) Current characteristics: rated current (red) and starting 
current (blue). 

Figure 4-23 compares the steady-state electromagnetic performance of AFIMs and 
RFIMs for different number of poles. The AFIMs consistently produce higher starting torque 
than the RFIMs across all pole numbers, with both motor types presenting an increase in 
starting torque as the pole number rises (See Figure 4-23(a)). Both RFIMs and AFIMs have 
comparable rated currents, the four-pole RFIM has a high starting torque while the six and 
eight pole AFIMs show higher starting current (see Figure 4-23(b)). This behaviour arises 
from the interdependence between pole number, torque demand, and flux distribution. At 
a fixed power rating, increasing the pole number reduces the synchronous, which in turn 
necessitates a higher torque output Figure 4-24 shows the torque-speed and current-speed 
characteristics of the AFIMs and RFIMs for different number of poles. These figures 
collectively show the AFIM’s potential as a high-performance alternative to conventional 
RFIMs in applications demanding compactness. However, these findings must be 
contextualised within the inherent limitations of simulation-based studies, which abstract 
away critical real-world mechanical and manufacturing uncertainties, such as stator-rotor 
alignment challenges for such a large diameter disc-shape motor, surface finish and 
manufacturing variability, structural integrity uncertainties and unquantified mechanical 
losses. 

Breakdown torque

Starting torque

Starting current

Rated current
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Figure 4-24 Comparison of torque and current versus speed for AFIMs and RFIMs with 
different number of poles. 

It is noted that both RFIMs and AFIMs have no mechanical losses considered at this stage. 
Table 4-6 presents a comparison of rated power factor and efficiency from FEA at 50%, 75%, 
and 100% of loading. The efficiency differences between the four and six pole AFIM and 
RFIM designs are small, but the eight-pole AFIM design shows slightly higher full-load 
efficiency, particularly at full load. 

Table 4-6 Summary of efficiency and power-factor for the studied motors. 

Output Type Poles Efficiency Power Factor 

kW  # 
50% 
load 

75% 
load 

100% 
load 

50% 
load 

75% 
load 

100% 
load 

2.2 

AFIM 
4 

81.8 82.1 81.6 0.59 0.71 0.78 
RFIM 81.4 82.3 81.1 0.61 0.72 0.81 
AFIM 

6 
82.3 82.7 82.6 0.61 0.70 0.79 

RFIM 82.5 82.4 82.4 0.57 0.71 0.80 
AFIM 

8 
82.7 83.1 83.4 0.59 0.69 0.81 

RFIM 82.4 82.3 82.1 0.61 0.72 0.82 

Figure 4-25 compares the efficiency of the designed AFIMs with the commercial RFIMs 
for the different number of poles (4-pole, 6-pole, and 8-pole) against the international 
efficiency standards (IE1-IE4) [60-62]. It highlights that the designed AFIMs achieve higher 
efficiency levels than the RFIMs, especially, the 8-pole AFIM shows significant 
improvements in efficiency compared to its RFIM baseline (moving from IE2 to IE3). 
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Figure 4-25 Designed AFIMs and commercial RFIMs compared with efficiency standards 
(IEC60034-30). 

  
(a) (b) 

  
(c) (d) 

Figure 4-26 Comparison of the predicted eight-pole AFIM and RFIM performance 
parameters under varying loading conditions. (a) speed, (b) current, (c) efficiency, (d) 
power factor. 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 4-27 Effects of rotor slot depth on the efficiency and rated speed. 

 

Figure 4-28 Full-load loss breakdown for four, six, and eight-pole AFIM and RFIM 
designs. Stator winding loss (blue), rotor bar loss (red) and core loss (green). 

Figure 4-26 shows the eight-pole AFIM and RFIM machine speed, current, efficiency and 
power-factor under different loading conditions. The RFIM has a slightly higher full-load 
slip (3.6%) compared to the AFIM (2.9%). The AFIM has a slightly higher no-load current 
but a lower full-load current. The AFIM has higher efficiency above about 40% load and 
both machines reach their maximum efficiency around 75% load.  

Figure 4-27 explores the effect of rotor slot depth and compares the efficiency 
performance of the eight-pole RFIM with its AFIM version across varying rotor speeds and 
rotor slot depths. Both motors present a decrease in efficiency while increasing the rotor slot 
depth. In addition, the efficiency of the AFIM is more sensitive to the rotor slot depth. 

In Figure 4-28, the major loss components under full load operation are given including 
stator winding loss (𝑃𝑃𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐), rotor bar loss (𝑃𝑃𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏) and core loss (𝑃𝑃𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐). The stator winding loss 
is the largest portion followed by the rotor bar loss. At higher numbers of poles, the AFIM 
designs have lower rotor copper loss which produces a lower total loss compared to the 
corresponding RFIM design. 

4.2.4 Comparison of Dynamic Response Between AFIM and RFIM 
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(a) Eight-pole RFIM with step loadings. 

 
(b) Eight-pole AFIM with step loadings. 

 
(c) Eight-pole AFIM and RFIM response to pulse loadings. 

 
(d) Eight-pole AFIM and RFIM settling time with different loadings and load inertias. 

Figure 4-29 Eight-pole AFIM and RFIM dynamic response to different loads. 

Figure 4-29(a) and (b) depict the speed response of the RFIM and AFIM whilst being 
subject to different step loads from 50Nm to 100Nm in 10Nm steps. The RFIM can stably 
operate up to 70Nm while the AFIM can operate up to 90Nm. The analysis of the speed 
response under a rapid change in loading is shown in Figure 4-29(c). A pulse load is added 
at 0.5s to 0.6s where the load increases to 60Nm. It is observed that the RFIM has larger 
amplitude speed transients compared to the AFIM (see zoomed-in plot). The surface plot 
shows that both load inertia and load torque affect the settling time. Since the AFIM has 
larger inertia, the AFIM takes longer to approach the steady state (see. Figure 4-29 (d)). 

Figure 4-29(d) illustrates the rise and settling times of the two motor topologies during 
no-load and full-load conditions. The rise time is defined as the time taken to increase from 
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10% of the final value to 90% of the final value, where the final value is the steady state 
speed. The settling time is the time taken to reach within a 2% tolerance of the final value. It 
is observed that, RFIMs significantly outperformed the AFIMs due to the in lower rotating 
inertia compared to the RFIMs. 

4.2.5 Comparison of Material Weight/Cost Between AFIMs and 
RFIMs 

The eight-pole AFIM has a power density of around 92W/kg which is higher than the 
equivalent RFIM (about 81W/kg). The weight of the electromagnetic materials used to 
estimate the cost of the AFIM and RFIM designs (see Figure 4-30). The weights are per-
unitised versus the six-pole AFIM total material weight. With the increase of the number of 
poles, the material weight for both the AFIM and RFIM designs are increased. The stator 
and rotor core material weight are the largest portion followed by the stator winding weight 
while the rotor bars contribute the smallest share. The stator winding weight for the AFIM 
is always lower than the corresponding RFIM. The AFIM designs have reduced total weight 
and material cost for higher pole numbers. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 
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Figure 4-30 (a) Material weight and (b) material cost ($USD) for the RFIMs and AFIMs 
with different number of poles (Green=Iron core, Blue=copper winding, Red=aluminium 
bar). 

 

Figure 4-31 Efficiency at 50-100% of load versus material cost, showing the locations of 
the AFIM (red) and RFIM (blue) designs. 

Figure 4-31 illustrates the variation of efficiency and the material cost for the AFIM and 
RFIM designs. The following cost figures were used: iron core 2.56 USD/kg, aluminium bar 
3.1 USD/kg, 7.5 USD/kg. It is shown that the four-pole AFIM has higher efficiency than the 
RFIM, but the material cost increases over 20%. The six-pole AFIM and RFIM have similar 
material cost and efficiency. The greatest improvement in cost and efficiency is seen for the 
eight-pole AFIM design. Therefore, AFIMs with higher number of poles can significantly 
outperform their equivalent RFIMs in terms of material cost and efficiency. 

In this section, a comprehensive comparative study on four-pole, six-pole and eight-pole 
line-start AFIMs and RFIMs provided guidelines and recommendations on converting 
RFIMs to AFIMs. The sizing equations and design values from the RFIMs were applied for 
the AFIM geometry design. A sensitivity study on the number of rotor slots showed that the 
AFIM design is less sensitive to this parameter compared to the RFIM. The dynamic 
responses showed that the AFIM has longer settling time (due to higher rotor inertia) but 
higher torque capability than the RFIM. The electromagnetic performance and material cost 
comparisons show that at higher pole numbers, AFIMs can provide higher power density 
and higher efficiency. The eight-pole AFIM showed a 10% material cost decrease and a 2% 
increase in efficiency.  
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CHAPTER 5  
 
SIMULATION AND EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSIS 
   OF AXIAL FORCE IN SINGLE-SIDED AFIMS 

CHAPTER 5                        S IMULATION AND E XPERIMENTAL AN ALYS IS OF AXIAL FORCE IN S INGLE-SIDED AFIMs  

One of the key challenges in the design and construction of the single-sided axial-flux 
induction motors (AFIMs) is the axial force acting between the stator and rotor. This force 
increases steeply as the airgap decreases, exhibiting characteristics of negative stiffness (see 
Figure 5-1). Our first 300W single-sided AFIM prototype failed due to high unbalanced axial 
forces between the rotor and stator. To address this issue, it is essential to understand the 
nature of axial force and establish a clear relationship between the airgap length and the 
resulting force. This chapter presents both experimental and simulation-based 
investigations to quantify and analyse the axial force behaviour.  

 

 

Figure 5-1 Axial force in AFIM (left) and force versus the airgap length curve (right) 
[45, 64]. 

Compared to the single-sided AFIMs, the negative stiffness of an AFPM is generally 
lower due to their inherently larger effective airgap length. However, the strong magnetic 
attraction from the permanent magnets poses significant challenges during assembly. 
Unlike AFIMs, AFPMs often require special equipment to prevent rotor-stator contact and 
ensure safe installation [43-45, 64]. While the discussion so far has primarily explained the 
variations in the axial force with respect to the airgap length, it is also important to consider 
the effect of the excitation method, whether current or voltage driven. The current-driven 
excitation refers to an inverter-fed system, where the current is controlled by a power 
electronic converter allowing for the precise control over motor operation. Voltage-driven 
refers to the line-start operation, where the motor is directly connected to the AC mains 
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power supply without control. These two methods have different the axial force behaviour 
with variations of the airgap length.  

 

Figure 5-2 A conceptual comparison of axial force variations in voltage driven and current 
driven AFIM under different airgaps. 

 

Ideal behaviour with decreasing airgap length 
 Current 

driven 
Voltage 
driven 

Reluctance Decrease Decrease 
Flux Increase ≈ Constant 

Current Constant Decrease 
Force Increase ≈Constant 

 

(a) (b) 

Figure 5-3 (a) Electrically excited motor C-core configuration [45, 64]. (b) C-core pull-
in behaviour under DC (current-driven) and AC (voltage-driven) excitation. 

In the current-driven operation, the excitation current remains constant, regardless of 
airgap length variations. As the airgap length increases, the reluctance (ℛ) of the magnetic 
circuit rises leading a drop in the inductance (𝐿𝐿) and consequently a reduction in the flux 
linkage and the axial force. In contrast, under the voltage-driven operation when the airgap 
increases, the AFIM naturally draws more magnetizing current (𝐼𝐼𝑚𝑚) to compensate for the 
rising magnetic reluctance and to maintain the magnetic coupling between the stator and 
rotor. However, this compensation is not perfect, as it is limited by the core saturation, 
copper losses and increased leakage flux. As a result, the flux density still tends to decrease, 
leading to a reduction in the axial force but with a smaller negative axial stiffness than for 
current-driven operation (see Figure 5-2). 

Figure 5-3 presents a magnetic circuit with a coil wound around a section of a core. The 
C-core can be used as a simplified model for analysing the relationship between axial force 
and airgap length in the AFIM under voltage or current excitation. The stored magnetic 
energy in airgap 𝑊𝑊�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� is used to derive the magnetic force (𝐹𝐹) as follows, 
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𝑊𝑊�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� =
1
2
�𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔��

2

𝜇𝜇0
𝑉𝑉 (5.1a) 

𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� =
𝜇𝜇0𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ

𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔
 (5.1b) 

𝑉𝑉 = 𝜋𝜋(𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 (5.1c) 

the symbol 𝜇𝜇0  is the permeability of free space. The term 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� denotes the airgap flux 
density as a function of the length of airgap. The term 𝑉𝑉 is the airgap volume. 𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ and 𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝ℎ 
represent the number of turns per phase and phase current. In terms of the AFIM, 𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 and 
𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 are the outer and inner radii. 

The magnetic energy stored in the airgap as a function of airgap length is given by the 
following equations and the axial force can be obtained by differentiating the magnetic 
energy 𝑊𝑊�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� with respect to the airgap length 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔.  

𝑊𝑊�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� =
1
2
𝜇𝜇0𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ2 𝐼𝐼2

𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔
𝜋𝜋(𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 (5.2a) 

𝐹𝐹�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� = −
𝑑𝑑
𝑑𝑑𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔

�
1
2
𝜇𝜇0𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ2 𝐼𝐼2

𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔
𝜋𝜋(𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� (5.2b) 

𝐹𝐹�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� =
1
2
𝜇𝜇0𝑁𝑁𝑝𝑝ℎ2 𝐼𝐼2

𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔2
𝜋𝜋(𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 ) =

1
2
�𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔��

2

𝜇𝜇0
𝜋𝜋(𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜2 − 𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖2 )𝛼𝛼𝑠𝑠𝛼𝛼𝑟𝑟 (5.2c) 

the stator tooth ratio 𝛼𝛼𝑠𝑠 is the ratio of the total area of the stator teeth at the airgap to the 
airgap area. In this work, the rotor tooth ratio 𝛼𝛼𝑟𝑟 is unity due to the closed rotor slots [45, 64, 
86].  

Since the axial force 𝐹𝐹�𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔� is a function of the airgap flux density squared, it can be 
estimated using the simplified no-load equivalent circuit of the IM for further analysis. The 
airgap flux density 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿  is linked to the induced back-EMF 𝐸𝐸, which is determined by the 
terminal voltage 𝑉𝑉 through a voltage divider consisting of the stator leakage inductance 𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 
and the magnetising inductance 𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚 [45, 64]. 

𝐸𝐸 = 𝑉𝑉
𝑗𝑗𝜔𝜔𝑒𝑒𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚

𝑗𝑗𝜔𝜔𝑒𝑒(𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 + 𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚)
= 𝑉𝑉

1
(𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚) + 1⁄  (5.3) 

where 𝜔𝜔𝑒𝑒  is the electrical angular frequency. Based on (5.3), the ratio of the airgap flux 
density with the airgap 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 to the nominal airgap flux density 𝐵𝐵𝛿𝛿0 corresponding to a nominal 
airgap 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔0 can be derived as follows, 
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𝐸𝐸(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔)
𝐸𝐸(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔0)

=
𝐵𝐵(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔)
𝐵𝐵(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔0)

= 𝑉𝑉
(𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚0) + 1⁄

(𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔)) + 1⁄  (5.4) 

Equation (5.4) expresses the dependency of the airgap flux density on the airgap length, 
under the assumption of linear magnetic conditions, where the stator leakage inductance 
𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠  remains a constant and is not influenced by the change of the airgap. Here, the 
magnetising inductance is evaluated at the different airgap lengths and is denoted as the 
𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚(𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔) and 𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚0 , respectively. The latter term is the magnetising inductance at nominal 
airgap (0.5mm). 

5.1 Simulation Basis for Axial Force Measurement 

The development of the magnetic force measurement allows researchers to guide the 
mechanical design and bearing selection of AFMs. The axial force between the rotor and 
stator in the FEA package used, ANSYS Maxwell can be defined by the following equations.  

𝐹𝐹𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 = �𝑓𝑓𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 (5.5a) 

𝐹𝐹𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 = �𝑓𝑓𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 (5.5b) 

𝐹𝐹𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 =
1

2𝜇𝜇0
�𝐵𝐵𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 (5.5c) 

where 𝐹𝐹𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 denotes the total axial force, 𝑓𝑓𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎  is the axial force density, 𝐵𝐵𝑧𝑧−𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 is the 
normal component of the flux density along the axial direction, and 𝜇𝜇0 is the permeability 
of free space. 

The ANSYS Maxwell has two embedded functions: the volume force density and surface 
force density. Therefore, the airgap force can be determined by integrating the force density 
over the surface or volume ((5.5a) and (5.5b)). In addition, it is also possible to directly use 
the force definition (5.5c) and directly compute the axial force using the flux density. 
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Figure 5-4 The calculated axial force versus airgap using different methods in ANSYS. 

 

Figure 5-5 The calculated axial force at nominal airgap length at different locations in 
the model. 

Table 5-1 Design specifications of the 300W axial-flux induction motor used for axial 
force analysis. 

Design Parameters 
Dimensions [mm] 

Outer diameter 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜  151.5 
Inner diameter 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 85 

Stack length: stator/rotor 𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠/𝐿𝐿𝑟𝑟  48/25 
Slot depth: stator/rotor 𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠,𝑠𝑠/𝐿𝐿𝑟𝑟,𝑠𝑠 36/12 

Airgap length 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 0.5 
Rating 

Rated voltage [V] 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟  415 
Rated current [A] 𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟  4 
Rated power [W] 𝑅𝑅 372 

Rated speed [RPM] 𝑛𝑛𝑟𝑟 730 
Rated torque [Nm] 𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟 5 

Winding 
Number of poles p 8 

Number of slots: stator/rotor 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠/𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 24/18 
Conductor material: stator/rotor - Copper/Aluminium 

Number of turns per phase - 816 

Figure 5-4 shows the 3-D simulated results of the AFIM axial force under the no-load 
steady-state conditions, showing the effect of varying airgap lengths, ranging from 0.05mm 
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to 1mm at the rated line voltage of 415V. The axial forces are extracted from multiple regions 
within the motor, including the stator and rotor volumes, stator and rotor surfaces, and the 
mid-airgap surface. Minor discrepancies between regions are attributed to numerical 
approximations or mesh settings. Figure 5-5 shows the nominal airgap axial force obtained 
from the different locations. Overall, the axial forces across the different regions are 
consistent and considered acceptable for the further analysis. The results in the rest of this 
chapter are obtained using the mid-air surface. In addition, if the calculated axial force 
values are used for the bearing selection or mechanical design, the maximum value should 
be taken. 

 

Figure 5-6 Current-driven AFIM: average axial force obtained from five components 
versus current for nominal airgap length. 

Figure 5-6 shows the AFIM axial force versus current results at the nominal airgap length 
of 0.5mm. It is observed that the axial force is initially proportional to the current squared 
(𝐹𝐹 ∝ 𝐼𝐼2) and this relationship continues until magnetic saturation occurs, at which point the 
force becomes flat (> 𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟). 

 

Figure 5-7 Current-driven AFIM: axial force versus current for different airgap lengths. 
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The peak of the no-load current of the target 300W AFIM (see Table 5-1) with 0.5mm is 
3.20A. The variation of the force versus current with airgap length as parameter was 
obtained from the FEA is plotted in the Figure 5-7. This figure shows the high level of 
saturation with smaller airgaps. The rate of the variation of the axial force by the current 
increase reduces with the increase of the airgap length. This is mainly because of the increase 
of the reluctance and the flux density drop in the airgap. 

 

Figure 5-8 Axial force versus airgap ratio: 3-D FEA results under current (4A, red curve) 
and voltage (415V, blue curve) driven cases. 

Figure 5-8 shows the axial force variations under the different airgap ratios for the 
voltage and current driven cases. For the current-driven case (red curve), the axial force 
decreases significantly as the airgap ratio increases. This indicates that under the current-
driven case, the axial force is highly sensitive to airgap changes and thus has higher negative 
stiffness. In contrast, in the voltage-driven case (blue curve), the axial force remains 
relatively stable across varying airgap ratios, showing a slight decline, and hence has 
smaller negative stiffness. Both cases validate the previously discussed electromagnetic 
theory and shows a comparison of axial force variations in voltage-driven and current-
driven AFIM under different airgaps. 

Moreover, the common types of bearings such as ball and roller bearings, have 
limitations in withstanding high axial loads. As a result, an angular contact ball bearing is 
preferred. The 70 series single-row angular contact ball bearings, available with different 
contact angles, are designed for varying rotating speeds and high axial loads. For instance, 
bearing series 7000 with a 15° contact angle can support dynamic loads of 5.1kN and static 
loads of 2.6kN. To choose the best option, the diameter of the bearing should be carefully 
determined based on the shaft size and noting that larger bearing generally have large 
mechanical losses.  

5.2 AFIM Axial Force Experiments and Results 
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As shown in the last section, the axial force varies with the changes in the airgap length. 
However, in 3-D FEA, the axial force is calculated using the flux density, which is 
challenging to replicate in experiments. While direct measurement of flux density is possible, 
such as using the hall effect sensors, search coils, and magneto-optical sensors, applying 
these instruments during testing not only increases the cost but, more importantly, presents 
a significant challenge for small airgaps. Consequently, developing a low-cost, 
straightforward, and practical approach is essential for measuring the axial force in the 
AFIMs. 

 

Figure 5-9 A simplified schematic diagram of a force measurement setup. 

Figure 5-9 shows an example setup used for measuring the axial force for the C-core, a 
similar setup is applied to the target AFIM. The wound C-core is fixed in position during 
the test. Non-magnetic spacers of known thickness are placed on top of it. The unwound C-
core is lowered on to the stator until it contacts the spacer. Then, the unwound C-core is 
then raised to apply an upward force to separate it from the wound C-core. The weight 
(force) for separation with the unwound C-core weight offset is recorded for each spacer 
thickness. The experimental axial force tests were carried out using the 300W AFIM. 

 

Figure 5-10 Experimental axial force of axial-flux induction motor testing conceptual 
drawing. 
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The testing concept is illustrated in Figure 5-10 where the axial force between the rotor 
and stator is measured as a function of airgaps. To achieve the no-load AC rotating condition 
of the AFIM in a static test, phase A is supplied with a DC current which is equal to the peak 
of the no-load current of the AFIM. The negative half of the peak no-load current is injected 
to phase B and C of the motor. This current distribution among the windings is achieved 
when two phases are connected in parallel with each other, and the remaining phase is 
connected series with the others (see Figure 5-11). It is noted that the injected current 
simulates the 𝑑𝑑 − 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 flux (magnetizing flux), which is equivalent to applying rated AC 
voltage to the winding. 

 

Figure 5-11 The DC supply arrangement to emulate the AC no-load conditions of the 
AFIM. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 5-12 The 300W AFIM used for the axial force measurement. (a) stator, (b) rotor 
with shaft. 
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Figure 5-13 Experimental axial force measurement setup: using civil engineering material 
properties testing rig. 

In the axial force experiment, a precision-controlled civil engineering material testing 
system (MTS) was used (see Figure 5-13) and the test AFIM is shown in Figure 5-12. The 
force sensor, rated at 300kN, was significantly larger than the maximum measured force (≈
5kN), which could affect the accuracy of the results. Therefore, accurately zeroing the force 
sensor and ensuring the repeatability of measurements was essential. To minimise the 
potential resulting errors, multiple axial force measurements for each airgap length were 
taken. 

 

Figure 5-14 Measured axial force versus airgap trajectories for three different airgaps. 

Figure 5-14 shows the measured axial force versus displacement curves for three 
different spacer-thicknesses. The shadowed part below zero shows the initial pressure 
applied downward on the stator and spacer and hence it is negative. To accurately measure 
the axial force, it is essential to find the peak force where the rotor just separates from the 
spacer and stator. The right side of curve shows the measured force with gradually 
increasing airgap, where the force is the magnetic attractive force between the stator and 
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rotor. Moreover, at lower airgaps of 0.21mm and 0.44mm, it is observed that the upper curve 
corresponds to when the airgap is increasing while the lower curve is when the airgap is 
decreasing. It is possible that the installation causes slight non-uniformity in the airgap 
between the rotor and stator. In addition, there may be a hysteresis effect in the magnetic 
material, which means the magnetisation response lags the changes in the magnetic field 
strength when decreasing or increasing the airgap. At a higher airgap of 0.85mm, the 
hysteresis effect is much less, and the weaker overall force reduces the impact of the non-
uniform airgap separation. 

 

Figure 5-15 The axial force variations versus airgap of the AFIM when injecting 3.2A 
current to the stator windings. 

 

Figure 5-16 Axial force versus current for different airgaps (symbols: experimental results, 
lines: 3-D FEA simulations). 
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Figure 5-15 presents the axial force comparisons between the experiment and FEA 
simulations. It is observed that the experimental AFIM results show a similar trend to the 3-
D FEA simulation results with a maximum error of 20% at the higher airgap length. 
According to this figure, the slope of the line, known as the negative stiffness, is larger until 
about a 0.7mm airgap and then it reduces significantly after this point.  

Figure 5-16 shows the AFIM axial force versus current results for five different airgap 
lengths. To ensure the safety of machine, the injected current must not exceed the rated 
current for extended times, therefore, only a few high current points were used. The FEA 
simulation results are similar to the experimental results when applying a spacer thickness 
close to the nominal airgap (𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 = 0.44𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚). As predicted in the magnetic circuit theory, the 
axial force is approximately proportional to the square of the injected current until the 
magnetic saturation occurs. The results in Figure 5-16 show a reasonable correspondence 
with each other. 

5.3 Simulation Basis of AFIM Tilting Torque 
Calculation 

In addition to the axial force analysis, the AFIM also produce tilting torque when a non-
uniform airgap length eccentricity occurs. It is shown in Figure 5-17 which defines the tilting 
eccentricity as the ratio of the largest change in airgap (Δ𝑔𝑔) to the nominal airgap (𝜖𝜖 =
 Δ𝑔𝑔/𝑔𝑔0). Hence, values of tilting eccentricity of 0 and 1 represent a uniform airgap length 
and the rotor just touching the stator at one side  

To calculate the tilting torque 𝜏𝜏𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡, the rotor surface is split into left and right regions 
about the tilting axis. The torque on either half is evaluated using the flux density 
distribution, and any imbalance in these torques produces the net tilting torque. The 
equations below are derived from the Maxwell stress tensor, where  𝐵𝐵(𝑟𝑟,𝜃𝜃) is the rotor 
surface magnetic flux density as a function of the radial position 𝑟𝑟 and angular position 𝜃𝜃, 
𝜇𝜇0 is the permeability of free space, and 𝑟𝑟 sin(𝜃𝜃) is the projection of the lever arm onto the 
tilting axis. The integration is carried out over the radial span from the centre of the rotor to 
its outer diameter 𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜, and angularly over 0 to 𝜋𝜋, which corresponds to one half of the rotor 
surface. 

𝜏𝜏𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙  𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟ℎ𝑡𝑡  = � �
𝐵𝐵(𝑟𝑟,𝜃𝜃)2

2𝜇𝜇0

𝜋𝜋

0

𝑅𝑅𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜

0
∙ 𝑟𝑟 sin(𝜃𝜃)𝑑𝑑𝜃𝜃 𝑑𝑑𝑟𝑟 (5.5) 

𝜏𝜏𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 = 𝜏𝜏𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙 − 𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟ℎ𝑡𝑡 (5.6) 
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Figure 5-17 A conceptual drawing of tilting torque and eccentricity definition. 

 
 

 
Figure 5-18 Non-tilted rotor surface flux density distribution (𝝐𝝐 = 𝟎𝟎%). 

 
 

 

Figure 5-19 Tilted rotor surface flux density distribution (𝝐𝝐 = 𝟖𝟖𝟖𝟖%). 
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Figure 5-20 Polar plot of rotor surface magnetic flux density magnitude under non-tilted 
and 0.3° (𝝐𝝐 = 𝟖𝟖𝟖𝟖%) tilted conditions. 

To evaluate the tilting torque, a three-step approach was conducted based on FEA. First, 
the same procedure used for axial force evaluation is repeated, where a current excitation is 
applied to the stator. Specifically, Phase A carries 3.2A, Phase B and Phase C each carries -
1.6A. Under this excitation, the magnetic flux density on the rotor surface is obtained using 
FEA. Second, the rotor is then tilted clockwise by 0.3°  (𝜖𝜖 = 80%) around the x-axis to 
introduce asymmetry. As a result, the airgap varied from 0.1mm on the left edge to 0.9mm 
on the right edge, causing an imbalance in the flux density distribution. The FEA calculated 
tilting torques are found from the flux density magnitude contour plots shown in Figure 
5-18 and Figure 5-19 for the non-tilted and tilted configurations. The polar plot is given to 
visualise the rotor surface magnetic flux density for the non-tilted and tilted rotor (Figure 
5-20). The non-tilted rotor shows a uniform magnetic field, while the rotor tilted to the left-
hand side shows a higher flux density on the left and lower flux density on the right. The 
tilting torque is found by integrating the product of the axial pressure from the magnetic 
flux density and the distance from the vertical axis. 
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Figure 5-21 Tilting torque versus current for different tilting angles in degrees. 

 

Figure 5-22 3-D FE simulation results for the AFIM rotor tilting analysis for 𝑰𝑰𝒅𝒅𝒅𝒅 = 3.2A. 

Figure 5-21 shows the variation of tilting torque with respect to the injected current for 
different tilting angles. As the tilting angle increases, the tilting torque becomes more 
sensitive to the changes of applied current. This is because a larger tilting angle leads to a 
greater airgap asymmetry, particularly a significantly reduced airgap on the one edge of the 
rotor, which enhances the uneven flux density distribution. For all cases in Figure 5-21, the 
tilting torque increases with current up to a certain point, after which it starts reducing. This 
non-linear behaviour is caused by magnetic saturation in the core, especially at higher tilting 
angles, where the localised magnetic flux density becomes high enough to limit further 
tilting torque increase despite increasing current. As a result, although the tilting torque 

0 2 4 6
Idc [A]

0

10

20

30

40

T
ilt

in
g 

T
or

qu
e 

[N
m

]

Tilting angle = 0
Tilting angle = 0.05
Tilting angle = 0.1
Tilting angle = 0.15
Tilting angle = 0.2



CHAPTER 5                        SIMULATION AND EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSIS OF AXIAL FORCE IN SINGLE-SIDED AFIMs 

90 

exhibits an approximately proportional relationship with both the tilting angle and the 
excitation current under the low-current conditions, this proportionality becomes less 
significant at higher current levels due to the magnetic saturation. The tilting torque results 
are given in Figure 5-22 for the current-driven AFIM (see Table 5-1). It is observed that the 
tilting torque is nearly linearly proportional to the tilting eccentricity and has a negative 
sign.   

In this section, an investigation was performed on the variation of axial force with airgap 
and also a tilting torque analysis with tilting eccentricity. An experimental test procedure 
for measuring the variation of the axial force with airgap for the current-driven AFIM is 
demonstrated and used to validate the FE predictions. Double-sided AFIMs are proposed 
to be a potential way to produce a zero net airgap axial force. In practice, ensuring a perfectly 
parallel rotor and stator for AFIMs is not an easy job, therefore, slight rotor or stator tilting 
effects were also investigated in this section. From the 3-D FE predictions, the maximum 
tilting torque is around 50Nm for the machine considered. 

5.4 Design and Analysis of Double-sided AFIMs 

  
(a) SSSR-AFIM (b) DSSR-AFIM 

Figure 5-23 3-D views of (a) single-stator single-rotor AFIM, (b) double-stator single-
rotor AFIM. 

The single-stator single-rotor AFIM (SSSR-AFIM) has one rotor, one stator, and one set 
of windings. This is treated as the simplest type of AFIM and is a common candidate for 
low power rating applications. The flux flows in the axial and circumferential directions and 
the flux enters and leaves the stator and rotor at the same side. The double-sided single-
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rotor AFIM (DSSR-AFIM) consists of a single rotor in the middle of two stator cores (see 
Figure 5-23(b)) 

 
 

(a) (b) 

Figure 5-24 Alternative geometries for AFIM: (a) single-sided and (b) double-sided 
configurations with different flux paths. 

Figure 5-24 reflects the flux path differences in the two AFIMs. Compared with the SSSR-
AFIM, the flux paths can be designed in two types. In this “NS” configuration, the flux path 
travels across both airgaps (Figure 5-24(b)) and hence this configuration is less sensitive to 
unequal airgaps and the rotor back iron can be reduced. The single-stator double-rotor 
AFIM (SSDR-AFIM) also provides features like the DSSR-AFIM such as eliminating the 
attractive force and reducing the back iron in the stator part. However, it has the 
disadvantages that the largest heat generating component, the stator, is located between the 
two rotors and thus the cooling effectiveness is reduced. Also from a manufacturing 
perspective, in dual airgap AFIMs, the rotating parts should be mechanically connected and 
hence prototyping a SSDR-AFIM has more difficulties than DSSR-AFIMs. 

In this section, a 2.2kW eight-pole DSSR-AFIM with two sets of three-phase distributed 
windings is proposed (see Figure 5-23(b)) for replacing its equivalent SSSR-AFIM (see 
Figure 5-23(a)) while keeping a similar weight. The proposed study plan in Figure 5-25 
indicates that there are two main steps in the design process: 1) general sizing approach for 
a 1.1kW eight-pole SSSR-AFIM. 2) Combining two SSSR-AFIMs and the reduction of the 
rotor back iron to produce the DSSR-AFIM design. The NS flux path in Figure 5-24(b) is 
chosen in the proposed motor for reducing the use of the rotor back iron and reducing the 
negative stiffness. A comparative study on the DSSR and SSSR AFIMs is proposed to present 
the differences in electromagnetic performance. 
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Figure 5-25 The flowchart of the proposed comparative study on SSSR-AFIM and DSSR-
AFIM. 

5.4.1 Dimensions of 2.2kW DSSR-AFIM 

The general sizing equations discussed in CHAPTER 4 are applied to approximately 
estimate the size of the proposed motor. The obtained geometry size consists of the volume 
of the motor, the rotor/stator slot/tooth width and length and the length of the stator yoke. 
It is noted that the proposed DSSR-AFIM has no flux path in the rotor back iron and hence 
the calculation of the length of the rotor yoke can be eliminated. Figure 5-26 indicates the 
geometry dimensions, magnetic flux path distributions and magnetic flux path distributions 
and magnetic and electric variables from the initial 2.2kW SSSR-AFIM design. As the 
proposed DSSR-AFIM is the combination of two SSSR-AFIMs with a reduction in the rotor 
back iron, the single-sided AFIM sizing approach can be applied first. 

Reference magnetic and electric 
parameters from SSSR-AFIM

Preliminary sizing of DSSR-AFIM:
 Volume
 outer and inner diameter
 Stack length
 Number of rotor and stator slots
 Height of rotor and stator slots
 Width of rotor and stator slots

Modelling designed DSSR-AFIM in 
FEA:

 Similar shape of rotor/stator slots 
from SSSR-AFIM

Comparative study on both motors
 Weight and static axial force comparisons

No-load and loading tests:
 Starting torque and current.
 Losses breakdown
 Efficiency and power factor

Magnetic flux density
 Comparisons of flux distribution and 

magnitude
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Known parameters from SSSR-AFIM 
𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 [A/m] 22,433 
𝐵𝐵𝑔𝑔 [T] 0.7161 
𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑡𝑡 [T] 1.3903 
𝐵𝐵𝑠𝑠,𝑦𝑦 [T] 1.1237 
𝐵𝐵𝑟𝑟,𝑡𝑡 [T] 1.2357 

No. stator slots 48 
No. rotor slots 44 

𝚤𝚤̂𝑟𝑟 [A] 164.75 
𝚥𝚥𝑟̂𝑟 [A/m2] 2.8998 

 

 

Figure 5-26 The design dimensions and essential magnetic and electric loading 
parameters. 
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Figure 5-27 Winding configuration of the DSSR-AFIM. 
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Table 5-2 Design variables for the 2.2kW, 8 pole SSSR-AFIM and DSSR-AFIM. 

  SSSR-AFIM DSSR-AFIM 
Rated power [kW] 𝑃𝑃𝑟𝑟  2.2 

No. of poles 𝑝𝑝 8 
No. of stator slots 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 48 
No. of rotor slots 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 44 
Rated voltage [V] 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟  415 

Rated frequency [Hz] 𝑓𝑓 50 
Winding material - Copper 
Iron core material - M19_24G 
Rotor bar material - Aluminium 
Rated speed [rpm] 𝑛𝑛𝑟𝑟 726 727 

Inner diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖  163 142 
Outer diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜  275 235 

Stack length [mm] 𝐿𝐿𝑠𝑠 69 95 
Rated torque [Nm] 𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟 30 30 

Airgap length [mm] 𝑙𝑙𝑔𝑔 0.465 0.465 
Weight [kg] - 22.5 22.2 

It is noted that the width of the rotor and stator teeth depends on the radius of the 2-D 
layer which is chosen for the flux density calculations. In this section, the average diameter 
layer (𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎) is used for the sizing approach. Table 5-2 lists the identical and modified design 
dimensions and specifications of both eight-pole double and single-sided AFIMs. In order 
to create a fair test to accurately determine the performance parameter differences of both 
AFIMs, a similar total weight was used (see Table 5-2). Figure 5-27 shows the winding 
configuration of the DSSR-AFIM. Balanced voltage sources in parallel are used for the two 
sets of windings as given in equation (5.6) where 𝜔𝜔 and 𝑡𝑡 are electrical angular frequency 
and time. 

5.4.1.1 FE simulation results and discussion 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 5-28 The exploded 3-D views for DSSR-AFIM (a) and SSSR-AFIM (b). 

In this section, the performance predictions of both the DSSR-AFIM and SSSR-AFIM are 
carried out. For the conventional RFIM, 2-D FEA simulations produce high accuracy results 
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as the effect of end-windings is the only neglected parameter. However, simulating AFIMs 
in 2-D FEA provides a lower accuracy and hence only 3-D simulation results are given in 
this section. 

The exploded views for both motors are given in Figure 5-28. Compared with the SSSR-
AFIM, the DSSR-AFIM is less disc shaped as it has a larger stack length and a smaller outer 
diameter. Figure 5-29 shows the component weight breakdown. It is noted that all weight 
values are per unitised where the SSSR-AFIM total material weight is considered as the base 
value. The DSSR-AFIM has lower rotor with bar weight as a reduced rotor back iron is 
required. Figure 5-30 reports the magnetic flux density distribution of both motors. This 
allows a visual confirmation of the saturation level of the core material.  

 

Figure 5-29 Weight breakdown comparisons between DSSR and SSSR AFIMs. 

  

 

Figure 5-30 No-load magnetic flux density distribution. 
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(a) SSSR-AFIM (b) DSSR-AFIM 

Figure 5-31 Middle layer absolute airgap flux density for both motors under the no-load 
condition. 

Both motors have similar flux density distributions, and the maximum flux density 
occurs around the rotor/stator teeth. Figure 5-31 determines the middle layer absolute 
airgap flux density for both motors. The average airgap flux density for the SSSR-AFIM and 
the DSSR-AFIM are around 0.65T and 0.69T. Ideally, the amplitude of flux density in both 
airgaps are expected to be equal. The top and bottom airgap flux density of the designed 
DSSR-AFIM in Figure 5-31(b) reflects this correlation and expectation. 

 

Figure 5-32 Performance prediction of the motors as a function of speed. (a) phase 
current versus speed. (b) torque versus speed. 
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The stator phase current and electromagnetic torque against speed are presented in 
Figure 5-32(a) and (b), respectively. These curves show the current and torque versus speed 
characteristics of the benchmark SSSR-AFIM and the proposed DSSR-AFIM. In Figure 
5-32(a), the blocked rotor current for the half-DSSR-AFIM and SSSR-AFIM are at 16.3A and 
29.9A, respectively. The current amplitude for the DSSR-AFIM is expected to be around half 
of the SSSR-AFIM as the two stator windings are in parallel. Figure 5-32(b) shows the torque 
as function of speed. It is observed that the DSSR-AFIM delivers a higher starting torque 
about 7Nm and higher breakdown torque (about 6Nm) compared with the SSSR-AFIM (See 
Table 5-3). 

Table 5-3 Summary of performance parameters for DSSR-AFIM and SSSR-AFIM. 

Output Type Poles Efficiency [%] Power Factor Torque [Nm] 

kW  # 
50% 
Load 

75% 
Load 

100% 
Load 

50% 
Load 

75% 
Load 

100% 
Load 

100% 
Load 

Locked 
Rotor 

Pull 
Up 

Pull 
Out 

2.2 SSSR-AFIM 8 81.7 82.1 82.6 0.59 0.69 0.81 30.0 64.6 59.0 94.6 
2.2 DSSR-AFIM 8 81.3 81.5 81.9 0.51 0.62 0.74 30.0 71.6 70.5 100.9 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 5-33 Comparison of the predicted rotating speed and current amplitude as a 
function of loading. 

 

Figure 5-34 Component loss breakdown under full-load operation. 
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Figure 5-33(a) shows the speed versus load characteristics for both the SSSR-AFIM and 
DSSR-AFIM. At the full load condition, the rated speed for the motors are very similar. 
Figure 5-33(b) presents the stator phase current amplitude versus load. It shows that at all 
loads the DSSR-AFIM has a lower current compared to the SSSR-AFIM, and at rated load 
the DSSR-AFIM requires 2A less current than the SSSR-AFIM. Table 5-3 tabulates the key 
performance parameters at 50%, 75% and 100% of full load and Figure 5-34 summarise the 
loss breakdown at the full load operation point. It is observed that the power factor is higher 
in the SSSR-AFIM than the DSSR-AFIM. At 100% load the power factor is 0.78 and 0.74 for 
the SSSR-AFIM and DSSR-AFIM respectively. Compared with the SSSR-AFIM, the DSSR-
AFIM delivers lower efficiency at all loads which is caused by the higher winding losses, as 
shown in Figure 5-34. 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 5-35 Torque and speed dynamic response against simulation time. 

Figure 5-35 shows the dynamic response of the motors under full-load operation. 
Compared with the torque and speed response of the SSSR-AFIM, the DSSR-AFIM takes a 
shorter time to reach steady state due to the lower rotor mass and radius and thus lower 
inertia. However, a zoom-in view in Figure 5-35(a) shows that the DSSR-AFIM has slightly 
higher torque ripple comparing to the SSSR-AFIM. The maximum torque ripple of the SSSR-
AFIM and the DSSR-AFIM are measured at 2Nm and 1.5Nm. As mentioned earlier in this 
chapter, the double-sided AFIM offers a potential solution for achieving zero net attraction 
force, particularly when a single rotor with reduced back iron (DSSR-AFIM), with one flux 
loop crossing both airgaps. In the following section, the axial forces in the SSSR-AFIM and 
DSSR-AFIM are compared and discussed. 

Figure 5-36 presents the attraction force density distribution observed in the SSSR-AFIM, 
where the axial force density pressure is approximately 300kN/m2. To manage this large 
axial force, several mechanical design features can be implemented, such as using angular 
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contact ball bearings, which are capable of withstanding high axial loads. In addition, 
making the stator and rotor housing design more rigid can help prevent unwanted 
displacement, thereby enhancing the overall structural reliability and robustness. Figure 
5-37 illustrates the attraction force density distribution for the DSSR-AFIM, the average axial 
force density is also measured at 300kN/m2, similar to the SSSR-AFIM, as shown in Figure 
5-36. Notably, the DSSR-AFIM is designed and simulated with equal airgap lengths on both 
sides.  

Figure 5-38 (a) and (b) provide visualisation of the force distribution for the designed 
DSSR-AFIM, revealing that while the force density amplitude is similar to that of the SSSR-
AFIM, the forces in each airgap act in opposite directions. Consequently, the net force, 
defined as the difference between the forces in each airgap, ideally cancels out. However, 
maintaining equal airgap lengths on both sides during manufacturing and assembly is 
challenging. Nevertheless, the through flux path case (see Figure 2-7 and Figure 5-23(b)) in 
the designed DSSR-AFIM makes it less sensitive to unequal lengths on the two sides 
compared to the separate flux path case (See Figure 2-6). 

 

 

 
Quarter trimetric view SSSR-AFIM Quarter +y axis view SSSR-AFIM 

Figure 5-36 The attraction force density distribution for the SSSR-AFIM. 
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Quarter trimetric view DSSR-AFIM Quarter +y axis view DSSR-AFIM 

Figure 5-37 The attraction force density distribution for DSSR-AFIM. 

The pressure distribution for both motors is given in Figure 5-38. Figure 5-38(a) and (b) 
illustrates the pressure distribution overlays and polar plots of the SSSR-AFIM and DSSR-
AFIM around the motor circumference. The pressure distribution and polar plots for both 
motors are similar as they have similar airgap flux densities. However, it is noted that the 
SSSR-AFIM has unbalanced forces while the DSSR-AFIM forces cancel each other. 

 

  
(a) (b) 
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Figure 5-38 Pressure distribution on (a) SSSR-AFIM and (b) DSSR-AFIM. 

In this section, a comparison between a 2.2kW DSSR-AFIM and a SSSR-AFIM with 
similar material weight has been proposed and analysed. Also, the design process for 
combining two sets of 1.1kW SSSR-AFIM with reduced rotor back iron to form the 2.2kW 
DSSR-AFIM has been described. 3D FEA was used for the simulation results. The transient 
and steady state performance has been compared, including response time, starting torque, 
blocked rotor current, loading performance as well as force analysis. The simulation results 
confirm that for a similar weight, the DSSR-AFIM delivers a faster response due to its lower 
rotor inertia. Compared with the SSSR-AFIM, the DSSR-AFIM has a smaller diameter, 
which reduces the risk of eccentricity. However, the DSSR-AFIM exhibits higher winding 
loss, leading to lower overall efficiency. From an attraction force perspective, the DSSR-
AFIM has reduced axial force and thus lower mechanical losses. 

5.4.2 Topologies of 4kW DSSR-AFIM 

As mentioned in CHAPTER 2, the structural flexibility of AFIM allows for multiple 
configurations, including single-sided and double-sided AFIMs. In this section, an 
investigation on different double-sided AFIMs is carried out.  

 

    
(a) (b) (c) (d) 

Figure 5-39 Designed single-sided and double-sided AFIMs, Case (a) single-sided AFIM 
with distributed windings, Case (b) NS topology single-rotor double-sided outer 
distributed wound stators, Case (c) NN topology surrounding single toroidal wound 
stator with two outer rotors, Case (d) NN topology single distributed-wound stator with 
two outer rotors. 

Figure 5-39 shows alternative proposed designs for the AFIM, including single-sided 
and a double-sided AFIMs. Figure 5-39(a) presents the reference single-sided 2.2kW eight-
pole AFIM with double-layer distributed winding. Figure 5-39(b) illustrates the proposed 
single rotor with double distributed wound outer stators. In this design, the magnetic flux 
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passes from one stator, through the rotor, to the other stator (see Figure 2-4). The two sets 
of distributed windings each carry the same amplitude of current in the same direction, 
thereby achieving the NS topology. Figure 5-39(c) shows the single toroidal-wound stator 
with two outer rotors. The toroidal windings encircle the middle stator core (see Figure 2-
5). The magnetic flux generated by the toroidal winding is shown in Figure 2-4. In this 
design, the stator back iron thickness is up to two times the thickness in a single-sided AFIM. 
Figure 5-39(d) shows a single stator with two distributed windings with two outer rotors. 
The magnetic flux path in this configuration is similar to the configuration shown in Figure 
5-39(c). Figure 5-39(b) and Figure 2-4 and Figure 2-5 presents the other two topologies of the 
double-sided AFIM, surrounding the rotor with two outer stators. The NN and NS 
topologies are still available by changing the relative current directions in the two stators. 
The toroidal winding is no longer suitable for these two topologies because the toroidal 
winding complicates the assembly and manufacturing process, and the middle rotor results 
in longer end-windings, leading to higher resistance. The reference eight-pole 2.2kW single-
sided AFIM electric and magnetic loading parameters, dimensions and specifications are 
tabulated in Table 5-2. 

5.4.2.1 FE simulation results and discussion 

Table 5-4 Comparison of the main dimensions, volume, and weight for different of AFIM 
cases. 

 Case (a) Case (b) Case (c) Case (d) 
𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜  [mm] 275 
𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖  [mm] 163 
𝐿𝐿𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 [mm] 78.5 131 157 
𝑉𝑉 [litre] 2.26 3.77 4.52 

Weight [kg] 24.40 42.80 48.90 48.20 

 

 

Figure 5-40 3-D FEA simulation predicted torque versus speed. 
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Figure 5-41 3-D FEA predicted current versus speed. 

Figure 5-40 and Figure 5-41 present the 3D FEA simulation results of the designed AFIMs, 
illustrating the relationship between the current and torque as a function of speed. For the 
designed double-sided AFIMs, the single distributed-wound stator with two outer rotors 
(Case d) offers the highest starting torque, about 135Nm, making it suitable for applications 
where high initial load is critical. In Figure 5-41, Case (d) exhibits the highest starting current, 
which aligns with its highest starting torque. The topology, surrounding a single toroidal-
wound stator with two outer rotors (Case (c)), shows a slightly lower starting torque than 
Case (d) which is also reflected in Figure 5-40. The single-rotor double-sided outer 
distributed wound stators give the lowest starting torque and current among these three 
double-sided AFIMs. 

Table 5-5 Comparison of electromagnetic performance for the single sided AFIM and the 
three double-sided AFIM. 

 Case (a) Case (b) Case (c) Case (d) 
𝑃𝑃𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟  [kW] 2.2 4 
𝑛𝑛𝑠𝑠 [rpm] 750 
𝑛𝑛𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 [rpm] 726 714 721 718 
𝜏𝜏𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 [Nm] 30 53    
𝜏𝜏𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠[Nm] 60 114.2 121.6 135.3 
𝐼𝐼𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠[A] 30 44.2 44.3 51.1 
𝐼𝐼𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛−𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙[A] 2.80 3.50 4.80 4.30 
𝜂𝜂 [%] 83.80 83.70 83.30 83.60 

Torque density [Nm/kg] 1.23 1.24 1.08 1.09 
Power density [W/litre] 973.45 1061.00 884.96 884.96 

Table 5-4 compares the general dimensions and weight of the different AFIM topologies. 
In all cases, the outer and inner diameters are equal. The motor volume is calculated as the 
sum of the electric steel volumes, excluding the stator end-winding and rotor end-rings. 
Cases (c) and (d) have the same electric steel volume, with the differences in the material 
weight attributed to the stator end-winding copper. Case (b) is the lightest among the 
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double-sided cases, with the weight around 1.6 times that of the benchmark single-sided 
case, shown in Case (a). 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 5-42 3-D FEA simulation results of 2.2kW reference single-sided AFIM and 4kW 
double-sided AFIMs, across various loadings, (a) speed vs. load, (b) current vs. load, (c) 
efficiency vs. load. 

Figure 5-42 shows the electromagnetic performance versus load for the designed AFIMs. 
It is important to note that the single-sided AFIM with distributed windings is a 2.2kW 
single-sided AFIM and the others are 4kW double-sided AFIMs. Comparing the double-
sided AFIMs, case c, the toroidal wound single stator, offers the highest rated speed. Case 
b, the single-rotor double-sided outer distributed wound stators, which features single rotor 
with reduced back-iron, has a significant drop in the speed. However, in Table 5-6, this case 
offers higher power density due to the significant drop in the volume compared to case c 
and case d, the single distributed-wound stator with two outer rotors. 
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Figure 5-42(b) illustrates the current versus load characteristics. It is observed that case 
c with the toroidal winding has highest current at all loads. In addition, as reflected in Table 
5-6, case c, surrounding the single toroidal wound stator with two outer rotors, offers 
slightly lower torque density than case d, the single distributed wound stator with two outer 
rotors. Figure 5-42(c) presents the efficiency under various loadings. At the light loading 
region, case b, the NS topology single rotor double-sided outer distributed wound stators, 
exhibits the highest efficiency. Both the NN topologies with the single distributed and 
toroidal wound stator (case c and case d) share the same motor topology but with different 
winding configurations. They exhibit very similar overall efficiency values, but case d 
demonstrates slightly higher efficiency, particularly under full-load conditions. This is also 
reflected in Figure 5-42, where the NN topology with a single toroidal-wound stator (case 
c) exhibits slightly higher losses due to the increased winding losses. 

Figure 5-43 shows the loss breakdown for the designed AFIMs. It is observed that both 
the NS topology single-rotor double-sided outer distributed-wound stators (case b) and the 
NN topology surrounding the single toroidal-wound stator with two outer rotors (case c) 
have similar losses contributions from the stator winding, rotor bar, and the iron core. The 
NN topology case c has larger winding losses, particularly at higher loading conditions. 

At the lighter loading region, case b exhibits the highest efficiency. Both case c and case 
d share the same motor topology but with different winding configurations. They exhibit 
close overall efficiency values, and case d demonstrates slightly higher efficiency, 
particularly under full load conditions. This is also reflected in Figure 5-43, where case c 
exhibits slightly higher losses due to the increased winding losses. Figure 5-43 shows the 
loss breakdown for the designed AFIMs. It is observed that both case b and case c have 
similar loss contributions by the stator winding, rotor bars, and the iron core. Case c with 
the toroidal wound stator has larger winding losses, particularly at higher loading 
conditions. 

Table 5-5 presents a performance comparison between the four cases. The motor torque 
density is an important parameter while designing the motor as it allows for the design of 
more compact machines with higher torque output. The reduction in volume allows for 
greater adaptability in situations where space and weight constraints are important. For the 
double-sided AFIMs, case b, which features a single rotor with two outer stators, offers the 
highest torque and power density. The toroidal-wound double-sided AFIM, case c, does not 
have better electromagnetic performance than case d. However, from a construction 
perspective, the more compact end-windings of case c allows smaller inner-to-outer 
diameter ratios.  
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Case a Case b 

  
Case c Case d 

 

Figure 5-43 Loss breakdown of 2.2kW single-sided AFIM and 4kW double-sided AFIMs 
across various loadings. 

This section discussed the different topologies of 4kW double-sided AFIMs. The design 
process on combining two 2.2kW single-sided AFIMs to form the double-sided 4kW AFIMs 
has been described. The comparative studies regarding no-load and loading 
electromagnetic performance on the different topologies have been discussed. The 
simulation results show that all the cases have their own benefits regarding the torque 
density, efficiency and starting performance. Case b offers higher torque and power density 
and the highest full-load efficiency among the double-sided AFIM designs. From a 
construction and assembly perspective, case b, surrounding a single rotor with two outer 
stators, is the best topology. In contrast, both case c and case d present multiple challenges 
in maintaining a consistent airgap length on both sides and mechanically linking the two 
outer rotors. Any discrepancy in these parameters could result in unbalanced axial attractive 
forces, which affects the bearing selections.   
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CHAPTER 6  
 
                                        CONSTRUCTION OF  
                           2.2KW EIGHT POLE AFIM 

CHAPTER 6                                                                                      CONSTR UCTION O F 2.2KW E IGHT POLE AFIM 

6.1 Introduction 

The compact design, resulting in high-power density, has made the axial-flux motor 
become an attractive option. The fabrication of the laminated stator and rotor of axial-flux 
motor are more complex and expensive than the radial-flux motor, primarily due to the 
variations in tooth width. Currently, most available commercialised axial-flux motors are 
axial-flux permanent magnet synchronous motors (AFPMSM). Since the price of rare-earth 
magnet materials has escalated by an order of magnitude, it is worthwhile to investigate 
axial-flux motors without permanent magnets, with the axial-flux induction motor (AFIM) 
presenting a viable alternative for further discussion. Additionally, the AFPMSM shows 
challenges during the assembly process, due to the inherent strong magnetic field generated 
by the magnets. The previous literature has mainly been confined to the analytical and 
simulation analysis [53, 65] of AFIMs for various applications, while comprehensive 
construction guidelines or the detailed design process discussion have not been discussed 
in the literature. This section introduces the construction and mechanical design for the 
proposed 2.2kW eight poles AFIM. 

The radial-flux induction motor shows a uniform 2-D cross-section and is normally 
constructed by tacking identical laminations. These laminations are produced by using a die 
to punch the desired lamination shape.  

The die design is crucial in the stamping process and should be carefully designed to 
handle the required tolerances and complex geometries of the stator/rotor slot shapes. The 
presence of raised edges in the punched laminations, known as burrs, during the stamping 
process should undergo post-processing as unwanted contact between adjacent layers can 
result in undesired airgaps between the laminated layers and stacking length. Moreover, 
the burrs can allow eddy currents to flow, leading to increased core losses, and hence, 
diminished electromagnetic performance. Laser cutting is another traditional machining 
process with high flexibility and precision. However, the potential drawbacks should be 
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carefully considered, as thermal stress on the layers can affect the magnetic properties. 
Chemical milling which is another sheet machining process. Unlike the previous two 
methods, the chemical milling process effectively eliminates the cutting-edge and thermal 
stress. However, the uniformity of each layer and smoothness may not be guaranteed. In 
addition, the process is normally too slow and expensive for commercial production. 

In this section, the prototype of a 2.2kW eight pole AFIM is introduced. Table 6-1 shows 
the general size and the proposed materials. 

Table 6-1 Dimensions size of 2.2kW eight pole AFIM. 

2.2kW eight pole AFIM 
No. of stator slots 𝑁𝑁𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 48 
No. of rotor slots 𝑁𝑁𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 44 

No. of phase m 3 
No. of poles pairs p 4 

Airgap length [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 0.5 
Outer diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 275 
Inner diameter [mm] 𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖  163 

Axial length [mm] 𝐿𝐿 78 
Winding diameter 𝐷𝐷𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤 1.219 
Winding material - Copper 

Core material - 50AW470 
Rotor bar material - Aluminium 

6.2 Stator and Rotor Fabrication 

The axial-flux motor stator/rotor lamination process needs special stamping equipment, 
a rolling stamping machine. The manufacturing process for the axial-flux stator consists of 
several steps. Firstly, the silicon steel lamination material is cut into a long strip of the 
designed thickness, which is the sum of the stator/rotor yoke and slot depth. A specialised 
punching tool is then designed to accurately stamp this steel strip with desired slot shape. 
As the width of the stator/rotor teeth changes with the radius, the interval between 
punching adjacent teeth needs to be accurately calculated based on the thickness of layer 
and radius. Such that when the strip is wound, the desired slot structure is produced. 
Following this, spot welding is performed on the starting and ending points of the steel 
strips to fix them in place, ensuring that the laminated stator/rotor core remains structurally 
stable. The stator/rotor laminated core is further secured by either bonding or laser welding 
on the back surface to improve its rigidity. 
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Figure 6-1 Unwound laminated stator, front and back views. The rear view shows radial 
laser welds and mounting holes. 

  

Figure 6-2 Laminated rotor with aluminium bars front and back views. 

The axial flux stator and rotor were constructed by a Chinese company based on the 
proposed 2.2kW 8-pole design. They also diecast the rotor. The construction process took 
approximately one months and twenty days for the shipping to Australia. Figure 6-1 shows 
the laminated stator before winding.  

Section 4.1.3 discussed the different winding configurations and case 7 was selected 
based on its superior electromagnetic performance and manufacturability. Following this 
decision, the stator is sent to a local electric motor company, Gawler Motor Rewinders, for 
the winding process. To improve winding flexibility and the ease of insertion of it into the 
stator slots, each conductor is formed using two parallel strands of copper wire. The overall 
effective conductor diameter is 1.219 mm, with each individual strand having a diameter of 
approximately 0.862 mm, as calculated based on the equivalent cross-sectional area. Using 
two strands of smaller diameter wire facilitates better handling during manual coil insertion 
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while maintaining the required electrical and thermal characteristics. After coil placement, 
the stator undergoes vacuum pressure impregnation (VPI) using epoxy resin to enhance 
insulation strength, improve thermal conductivity, and ensure winding fixation. The 
impregnated stator is then cured under controlled temperature to solidify the resin. Since 
the motor adopts a Y-connection scheme, there are only three external leads. A quick 
resistance check is then conducted using a multimeter, yielding a phase-to-neutral 
resistance of approximately 2.7ohms. The phase balances was also confirmed, with all three 
windings showing consistent values. This result was further validated using a power 
analyser and variac, showing good agreement with the FEA model discussed in Section 4.1.3. 

Aluminium die casting is a well-established manufacturing technique for producing 
squirrel-cage induction rotors. In this project, five prototype rotors were manufactured by 
the Chinese supplier using aluminium die casting at approximately 640 °C, above the 
melting point of aluminium. An aluminium alloy containing around 0.16% lead, 12% silicon, 
and other trace elements was selected to improve flowability and ensure uniform filling of 
the rotor slots during casting. To reduce torque ripple, the rotor slots are skewed by 7° and 
designed as closed slots. The skew effectively reduces torque ripple by distributing slot 
harmonics, while the closed-slot design helps suppress high frequency magnetic variations 
and simplify the die casting process. In addition, the rotor slots are positioned 1mm below 
the rotor surface to provide extra machining allowance for surface finishing. This ensures 
that, after casting and grinding, the rotor surface remains smooth and uniform without 
compromising the slot geometry (see Figure 6-2 and Figure 6-4). 

Following surface finishing, a concentricity check was performed to verify the alignment 
of the rotor’s geometric centre with its rotational axis. This step ensures the rotor runs with 
minimised vibration and mechanical imbalance during testing. 

 

Figure 6-3 Dimensions of proposed AFIM stator and stator slot dimensions. 
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Figure 6-4 Dimensions of proposed AFIM rotor and rotor slot dimensions. 

6.3 Housing and Shaft Fabrication 

 

Figure 6-5 Exploded view of the proposed AFIM assembly showing key components, 
including the rotor case, rotor holder, bearings (#1 and #2), shaft, stator and stator 
case. 

Figure 6-5 illustrates the proposed motor’s structure. Unlike conventional radial-flux 
machines, this axial-flux motor features a significantly larger stator and rotor outer diameter 
of 275mm, which necessitates a modified shaft design. A fully integrated one-piece shaft 
with a large-diameter rotor back plate would result in excessive material wastage and 
inefficient manufacturing. To address this, the design adopts a modular approach which in 
the central shaft is rigidly connected to the rotor back plate via a bolted flange interface 
(M10×15mm), as shown in Figure 6-6. This configuration not only improves manufacturing 
efficiency and material utilization but also allows easier assembly and potential rotor 
replacement. 
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Table 6-2 Housing and assembly specifications 

2.2kW eight pole AFIM housing and assembly specifications 
Housing wall thickness [mm] 10 
Housing outer diameter [mm] 390 

Stator end-winding clearance [mm] 30 
Total housing axial length [mm] 150 

Bench mounting hole  M16 ×1.5 ×20 
Frame assembly hole M10 ×1.5 ×15 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 6-6 Shaft and rotor holder, (a) 3-D drawing proposed shaft and rotor holder, (b) 
picture of fabricated shaft and rotor holder. 

 

Figure 6-7 Picture of fabricated motor housing. 

The motor housing is fabricated as a single-piece structure via lathe turning, providing 
high concentricity and mechanical rigidity. Given that the housing is designed for 
laboratory use, environmental sealing against dust or moisture is not considered. The 
housing features an approximate wall thickness of 10mm and an outer diameter of 390mm, 
allowing sufficient clearance for the stator outer end-winding, which is measured at 30mm. 
As shown in Figure 6-5, the stator is mounted directly to the inner face of the housing via 
bolts. The threaded hole depth on the stator side is 5 mm, and M10 × 1.5 button-head hex 
socket screws are used to ensure secure fastening (see Figure 6-7 and Figure 6-8). After 
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complete assembly, the housing has an axial thickness of approximately 150mm, and the 
shaft protrudes 195 mm from the mounting surface, ensuring compatibility with the test rig 
and the coupling fixtures (see Table 6-2).  

  

Figure 6-8 Rotor and wound stator in the housing. 
Table 6-3 Key specifications of the SKF 7305 BECBP and SKF 6305 bearings [100]. 

Parameter Value  
Model  SKF 6305 

 

Inner diameter [mm] 25 
Outer diameter [mm] 62 

Width [mm] 17 
Basic dynamic load rating (C) [kN] 23.4 

Basic static load rating (C0) [kN] 11.6 
Fatigue load limit (Pu) [kN] 0.49 

Limiting Speed  16,000 
Reference Speed 24,000 

Weight [kg] 0.218 
Parameter Value  

Model  SKF 7305 BECBP 

 

Inner diameter [mm] 25 
Outer diameter [mm] 62 

Width [mm] 17 
Contact angle (𝛼𝛼) [deg] 40 

Basic dynamic load rating (C) [kN] 26.5 
Basic static load rating (C0) [kN] 15.3 

Fatigue load limit (Pu) [kN] 0.655 
Limiting Speed  15,000 

Reference Speed 24,000 
Weight [kg] 0.233 

Compared to the conventional RFIM, the single-sided AFIM inherently experiences 
significantly higher axial forces due to its topology. To accommodate this, a 10mm thick 
rotor holder is incorporated, and suitable bearings (see Figure 6-6) must be selected to 
withstand the axial load. The axial force calculation method described in CHAPTER 5 is 
employed to determine the expected forces. Under the minimum airgap length of 0.1mm, 
the peak axial forces calculated during steady-state operation are 5.5kN under voltage 
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driven and 7.7kN under current-driven operation. During the start up transients, where the 
motor encounters peak flux build-up and maximum slip, the axial forces are observed have 
transients of up to 20kN. This value is approximately five times the steady-state level and 
underscores the necessity of proper structural and bearing design in the AFIM. 

The design uses two bearings to accommodate the radial and axial loads arising during 
motor operation. However, to optimise for cost-effectiveness and axial force results, only 
bearing #1 (see Figure 6-5) is designed to carry axial force. An SKF 7305 BECBP bearing is 
selected for this role, offering thrust static and dynamic load ratings of 15 kN and 27 kN, 
respectively. Bearing #2, an SKF 6305, is selected for its radial load-handling capability, with 
static and dynamic ratings of 12 kN and 23 kN (see Table 6-3). 

6.4 Airgap Length Adjuster 
Although the designed 2.2kW AFIM design has a nominal airgap of 0.5 mm, achieving 

such a narrow gap in a large diameter single-sided axial-flux structure presents considerable 
mechanical challenges. Fixing the rotor at this airgap can lead to failure during rotation due 
to manufacturing tolerances or axial displacement under load. In fact, a previous 300 W 
AFIM prototype with a fixed 0.5 mm airgap failed to rotate due to excessive magnetic 
attraction forces and insufficient structural clearance. To mitigate such risks and enhance 
the experimental flexibility, the current design adopts an axially-adjustable rotor-side 
bearing seat. 

As shown in Figure 6-9 and Figure 6-10, the bearing seat integrates two functional 
components: a bearing positioner for precise axial adjustment, and a locking ring to secure 
the adjusted position. The 3-D design and fabricated parts are shown in Figure 6-9(a)-(b) 
and Figure 6-10(a)-(b), respectively. The entire airgap adjustment mechanism was custom 
manufactured at the Mechanical Engineering Workshop of the University of Adelaide. 

To reduce the airgap, the adjustment process begins by twisting the outer ring (bearing 
locker) to the unlocked position. Once unlocked, the inner ring (bearing positioner) is 
rotated clockwise, moving bearing #1 (see Figure 6-5) closer to the stator, thereby decreasing 
the airgap. To increase the airgap, the bearing positioner is rotated anticlockwise, shifting 
the rotor-side bearing seat away from the stator. 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 6-9 Airgap adjuster: (a) 3-D drawing, (b) picture of fabricated airgap adjuster. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 6-10 Airgap locker: (a) 3-D drawing, (b) picture of fabricated airgap locker. 

The bearing positioner incorporates a precision screw mechanism with a thread pitch of 
2 mm, meaning a full 360° rotation results in a 2 mm axial movement. This design enables 
precise control over the airgap length; for example, a 90° turn yields a 0.5 mm adjustment. 
To assist with manual adjustment, the eight evenly-spaced structural ribs on its surface can 
be used, each representing a 45° increment. These ribs serve as reference points, allowing 
the operator to estimate the rotation angle and, correspondingly, the airgap change with 
reasonable accuracy. This adjustability is essential not only for characterizing the motor's 
sensitivity to airgap variation, but also for systematically investigating axial force effects 
under controlled displacement steps. 

Moreover, for enhanced precision, an angular indicator or graduated scale can be 
integrated into the bearing positioner assembly. This enables direct reading of the rotation 
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angle, allowing fine control over the axial position without relying solely on visual 
estimation. Such a feature is particularly useful in experiments requiring repeatable and 
quantifiable airgap settings. The adjustability is thus essential not only for characterizing 
the motor’s sensitivity to airgap variation, but also for investigating axial force effects under 
controlled conditions.  
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CHAPTER 7  
 
                    EXPERIMENTAL DISCUSSION ON  
                            2.2KW EIGHT POLE AFIM 

CHAPTER 7                                                                    E XPERIMEN TAL D ISCUSS ION ON 2.2KW EIGH T POLE AFIM 

A proposed 2.2kW, 8 pole, 415V AFIM was prototyped (see Figure 7-1) and then tested 
in the electric motor laboratory of the University of Adelaide. The specifications of the AFIM 
are tabulated in Table 6-1. This chapter presents the results from multiple experimental tests 
to evaluate the electromagnetic performance of the newly prototyped AFIM, including 
rotating and stationary no-load, locked rotor and load tests.  

  
Figure 7-1 Prototype AFIM on the dynamometer. 

Table 7-1 Studied 2.2 kW line-start AFIM electrical characteristics and geometry. 

Electrical parameters 
Rated line voltage [V] 415 Rated power [W] 2200 

Frequency [Hz] 50 Number of poles 8 
Geometry and dimensions 

Stator/rotor outer diameter [mm] 275 Stator/rotor inner diameter [mm] 163 
Number of stator slots 48 Number of rotor slots 44 
Stator slot height [mm] 30 Rotor slot height [mm] 13 

Airgap length [mm] 0-2 Frame axial length [mm] 150 
Mounting height [mm] 195 Frame diameter [mm] 400 
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7.1 No-Load Test 

Both the AFIMs and RFIMs share the same electromagnetic principles when performing 
the no-load test. However, for the AFIM, is unique structure allows other testing methods, 
such as the proposed stationary no-load test with different airgaps. The purpose of the no-
load test is to extract the core loss resistance (𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐), magnetizing reactance (𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚), as well as the 
mechanical losses (𝑃𝑃M). In this test, balanced three-phase voltages are applied to the stator 
winding at the rated frequency (𝑓𝑓𝑁𝑁) with no load applied to the motor shaft. In this test, the 
slip of the induction machine is very low and is close to zero. It should be noted that the 
injected terminal voltage is normally varied from (1.1-1.2) 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 to 0.3 𝑉𝑉𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 while the rotor 
speed shows no significant reduction [101]. 

 

Figure 7-2 A typical current-voltage curve of the IM under no-load operation. 

Figure 7-2 shows the typical variation of the measured no-load current with the applied 
voltage in AFIMs. The black dashed line shows the ideal current results which are typically 
obtained from FEA simulation, theoretical calculations, and dynamometer-driven no-load 
test where ethe machine operates at near synchronous speed. During the IM no-load testing, 
an initial current peak is often observed at low voltages. It arises due to mechanical friction, 
which acts as a small load torque and prevents the motor from rotating until a certain 
threshold voltage is passed. As a result, the IM initially operates in the locked rotor 
condition. Once the applied voltage exceeds this threshold voltage, the motor overcomes 
the frictional resistance and accelerates to close to synchronous speed. In this region, the no-
load current transitions into a near linear relationship with voltage, as the magnetizing 
current becomes approximately proportional to the applied voltage and the magnetic core 
operates below saturation. At voltage approaching the rated level, a nonlinear increase in 
current is typically observed, indicating the magnetic core saturation. 

It arises due to the mechanical friction, which acts as a small load and prevents the motor 
from reaching the synchronous speed. Once the applied voltage exceeds this peak point, the 
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motor overcomes the frictional resistance and accelerates toward near-synchronous speed. 
In this region, the no-load current shows a linear relationship with the voltage, as the 
magnetizing current becomes approximately proportional to the applied voltage and the 
magnetic core operates below saturation. At voltages exceeding the rated level, a nonlinear 
increase in current is observed, indicating that the magnetic core saturation. 

 

Figure 7-3 Equivalent circuit for induction machine under no-load test. 

Figure 7-3 presents the equivalent circuit under the no-load test (right side). It is noted 
that the resistances and inductances in the no-load condition consists of the magnetizing 
and stator leakage reactance, and the stator winding and core resistance. Therefore, an extra 
DC test is required for measurement of the stator winding resistance and the locked rotor 
test is used to find 𝑋𝑋1. The no-load power equation is as follows. 

𝑃𝑃𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁 = 𝑃𝑃𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 + 𝑃𝑃𝑀𝑀 + 3𝐼𝐼𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁2 𝑅𝑅1 (7.1) 

The core losses are proportional to the square of the terminal voltage and the mechanical 
losses are assumed to be only a function of the rotating speed of motor and not the terminal 
voltage (only for RFIM) and can be expressed as 

𝑓𝑓(𝑉𝑉12) = 𝑃𝑃𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 (7.2) 

In the no-load test, the slip is around zero (𝑠𝑠 = 0), the rotor side is open-circuit and thus 
the core resistance can be extracted using the following equations: 

𝐸𝐸� = 𝑉𝑉�𝑝𝑝ℎ − 𝐼𝐼𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁(𝑅𝑅1 + 𝑗𝑗𝑋𝑋1) (7.3) 

𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 =
3𝐸𝐸2

𝑃𝑃𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹
 (7.4) 

The magnetizing reactance under no-load conditions is given below, 

𝐼𝐼𝑐𝑐 =
𝐸𝐸�
𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐

 (7.5) 

𝑗𝑗𝑋𝑋2
′

𝐸𝐸
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𝐼𝐼𝑚𝑚 = 𝐼𝐼𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁 − 𝐼𝐼𝑐𝑐 (7.6) 

𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 = 𝐸𝐸
𝐼𝐼𝑚𝑚

 or  𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 = 3𝐸𝐸2

𝑄𝑄
 (7.7) 

7.2 Locked-Rotor Test 

The main purpose of the locked or blocked rotor test is to determine the stator leakage 
reactance 𝑋𝑋1 referred rotor resistance 𝑅𝑅2′  and rotor leakage reactance 𝑋𝑋2′ . During the test, a 
reduced voltage is applied while the rotor is held stationary, resulting in a slip 𝑠𝑠 = 1. Under 
this condition, the magnetizing branch draws negligible current due to the low voltage, 
allowing it to be neglected. 

 

Figure 7-4 A typical current-voltage curve under IM blocked rotor operation. 

Figure 7-4 presents the current versus voltage curve under the locked-rotor test. 
Conceptually, the current is expected to be directly proportional to the terminal voltage 
(𝑉𝑉1 ∝ 𝐼𝐼𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿 ). However, experimental results often do not perfectly reflect this relationship 
(dashed line in Figure 7-4). At low voltages, the current exhibit a quadratic dependence on 
the voltage instead of a linear one. This nonlinearity arises due to magnetic saturation in the 
bridge region. At low excitation levels, the magnetic reluctance of the thin bridge is 
relatively low until it saturates. The equivalent circuit for the IM is given in Figure 7-5, for 
locked-rotor condition. 

 

𝑗𝑗𝑋𝑋2
′ 𝑅𝑅2

′ 𝑗𝑗𝑋𝑋2
′



CHAPTER 7                                                                    EXPERIMENTAL DISCUSSION ON 2.2KW EIGHT POLE AFIM 

121 

Figure 7-5 Equivalent circuit for IM under the blocked-rotor test. 

The rotor resistance 𝑅𝑅2′  and locked-rotor impedance can be obtained via the equations 
below and knowing the value of the stator resistance 𝑅𝑅1 from a DC test. 

𝑃𝑃𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 = 3𝐼𝐼𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵2 (𝑅𝑅1 + 𝑅𝑅2′ ) (7.8) 

𝑉𝑉𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵
𝐼𝐼𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵

= 𝑍𝑍𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 = �(𝑅𝑅1 + 𝑅𝑅2′ )2 + (𝑋𝑋1 + 𝑋𝑋2′)2 (7.9) 

Therefore, the sum of the reactance is: 

𝑋𝑋𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 = 𝑋𝑋1 + 𝑋𝑋2′ = �(𝑍𝑍𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵)2 − (𝑅𝑅1 + 𝑅𝑅2′ )2 (7.10) 

It should be noted that the actual split of the rotor and stator reactance is unknown, but 
empirical equations can be used to roughly calculate the split. The squirrel-cage induction 
machine can be divided into the four classes listed in Table 7-1 [93].  

Table 7-2 Different Classes for Various Induction Machines. 

Class A 
𝑋𝑋1 = 𝑋𝑋2′ .  Normally starting torque with high 
starting current, low operating slip. 

Class B  
𝑋𝑋1 = 0.4𝑋𝑋𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵  ,𝑋𝑋2′ = 0.6𝑋𝑋𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 .  Normally starting 
torque with low starting current, low operating 
slip. 

Class C 
𝑋𝑋1 = 0.3𝑋𝑋𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵  ,𝑋𝑋2′ = 0.7𝑋𝑋𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 .  High starting torque 
with low starting current, high operating slip. 

Class D 
𝑋𝑋1 = 𝑋𝑋2′ .  High staring torque with high starting 
current, high operating slip. 

7.3 Loss Breakdown Conceptual Discussion 

 

Figure 7-6 Expected trends of copper loss under the IM no-load and locked rotor tests. 

The loss components can be separated through the no-load and locked rotor tests. Figure 
7-6 compares the copper losses (𝑃𝑃𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐) as a function of the supply voltages under the locked-
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rotor and no-load operations. When the rotor is locked, no back EMF is induced resulting 
in a high current flow through the stator windings. At low voltages, the copper loss in the 
no-load test shows a similar trend to the locked-rotor test, as the motor needs sufficient 
torque to overcome the starting friction. A higher voltages, as the rotor rotates at or near the 
synchronous speed (see Figure 7-7), a larger back EMF is generated. Hence the current is 
smaller, and the copper losses become lower. 

 

Figure 7-7 Expected trends of speed as a function of supply voltage. 

 

Figure 7-8 Expected trends of core losses under the no-load and locked-rotor tests with 
supply voltage. 

Figure 7-8 presents the expected trends of core losses under the no-load and locked-rotor 
tests. The eddy-current loss (𝑃𝑃𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 ) and hysteresis loss (𝑃𝑃ℎ𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦 ) are the two main loss 
components and they vary roughly quadratically with the supply voltage (see Equation 
(7.11)). 

𝑃𝑃𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 = 𝑃𝑃𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 + 𝑃𝑃ℎ𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦 = 𝑘𝑘𝑒𝑒𝐵𝐵2𝑓𝑓2 + 𝑘𝑘ℎ𝐵𝐵2𝑓𝑓 (7.11) 

where 𝑘𝑘𝑒𝑒 and 𝑘𝑘ℎ are the eddy current and hysteresis loss coefficients, respectively, and 𝑓𝑓 
and 𝐵𝐵 represent the frequency and the peak flux density.  

The magnetic flux density in the core is proportional to the supply voltage (𝐵𝐵 ∝ 𝑉𝑉1
𝑓𝑓

). In 

the no-load test, the rotor rotating speed is very close to synchronous speed and the back 
EMF is roughly equal to the terminal voltages. In the locked-rotor test, the rotor is stationary, 
and the back EMF is zero. The most of supply voltage appears across the winding resistance 
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and leakage reactance (see Figure 7-8) resulting in a much lower flux density in the core (see 
Table 7-3). 

Table 7-3 Comparison of the core loss related the parameters under the no-load and 
locked rotor tests. 

 𝑩𝑩(T) 𝑭𝑭𝒓𝒓(Hz) 𝑷𝑷𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭 
No-load Higher 0 Higher 

Locked rotor Lower 50 Lower 

The above loss breakdown theory is well suited to both the RFIMs and AFIMs. However, 
the presence of the large axial forces in the AFIMs makes it more challenging to separate the 
core and mechanical losses under no-load testing. 

  

Figure 7-9 The expected trends of core loss and mechanical loss with supply voltage in 
the RFIM. 

 

 

Figure 7-10 The expected trends of core loss and mechanical loss with supply voltage in 
a single-sided AFIM. 

Figure 7-9 and Figure 7-10 present the sum of the no-load core loss and mechanical loss 
under different applied voltages. Extrapolating the red curve to the point (A), where the 
terminal voltage is zero, is a commonly used method for estimating the mechanical loss for 
RFIMs but this is not suitable for AFIMs. This can be explained by the force distribution 
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within the motor  (see right side of Figure 7-9 and Figure 7-10).  In the RFIM, the mechanical 
loss (bearings) is only affected by the rotational speed, whereas in AFIMs, this is affected by 
both the rotational speed and by the axial force. The axial force in AFIMs results in greater 
bearing losses. As a result, a new theoretically predicted loss curve is developed specifically 
for AFIMs. In AFIMs, the mechanical loss is no longer constant and likely increases 
approximately quadratically with the applied voltage. 

In RFIMs, the mechanical loss is influenced by rotating speed. In contrast, in AFIMs, the 
mechanical loss is affected not only by the rotating speed but also by the axial force. The 
axial force in AFIMs imposes significant load on the bearing system, leading to a greater 
rolling resistance. As a result, a new theoretically predicted loss curve is given for the AFIMs. 
Its mechanical loss is no longer constant and increases approximately quadratically with the 
applied voltage. 

   

Figure 7-11 Expected effect of airgap length effects on the mechanical loss and axial 
force variations with supply voltage. 

Figure 7-11 presents the expected experimental results that the axial force is proportional 
to the square of voltage and that the mechanical loss is proportional to force. These curves 
demonstrate that the airgap length significantly affect these parameters. With this 
understanding, the AFIM performance can be accurately predicted, and the design can be 
optimised by adjusting the airgap length.  

7.4 Stationary No-Load Tests for AFIM with 
Different Airgaps 

In the no-load testing of RFIMs, the rotor rotates freely while no mechanical load is 
applied. This enables the measurement of the total no-load power, comprising the stator 
copper loss, core losses in the stator and rotor, as well as mechanical losses. The mechanical 
losses are typically assumed to be constant across the range of voltage tested and can be 

𝑃𝑃𝑁𝑁𝑒𝑐ℎ

𝑜𝑜
𝐹𝐹 ∝ 𝑉𝑉2

0.2mm

0.5mm

0.1mm
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estimated by extrapolating the no-load power versus squared voltage curve to zero voltage, 
where the core loss is negligible. 

However, for the single-sided AFIMs, the situations become significantly more complex. 
The presence of a large voltage-dependent axial force, especially under the small airgaps, 
introduces additional mechanical losses arising from the increased bearing friction (see 
Figure 7-10 and Figure 7-11). These losses are nonlinear with respect to the supply voltage 
and complicate the separation of core and winding losses.  

To address this issue, this section introduces a new stationary no-load test method 
tailored for the single-sided AFIM. In this approach, the back of the rotor or an uncast rotor 
is placed on the wound stator, separated by the non-magnetic spacers of the known 
thickness. The rotor iron completes the magnetic path, allowing “no-load” excitation of the 
stator under controlled airgap conditions. Stationary testing has been used in the past for 
the measurement and comparison of stator core losses under various conditions [102]. 
However, it has not previously been adopted, as in this study, as a substitute for the 
conventional rotating no-load test in induction machines. 

 

Figure 7-12 The flux path in the stationary no-load test using the back of a cast rotor. 

Table 7-4 Comparison of conventional and stationary no-load tests for AFIMs. 

Aspect Conventional no-load test Stationary no-load test 
Rotor rotation  Required Not required 

Test complexity  Requires full assembly Structurally simple 
Rotor current Small  Zero 

Mechanical loss Voltage dependent  Eliminated 
Influence of axial force  Significant None 

Measurable losses Core, winding, mechanical Core, winding  
Applicable to small airgaps Poor Good 
Accuracy of loss separation  Limited  High  

Voltage current characteristic Affected by mechanical loss Clearly observable  

As shown in the Figure 7-12, the stator is energised by a three-phase voltage, and the 
generated magnetic flux circulates the stator yoke and teeth, through the airgap, and into 
the rotor yoke. Under these conditions, the AFIM can be represented by a simplified 
equivalent circuit consisting solely of the magnetising branch: stator resistance, magnetising 
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reactance, and core loss resistance. The elimination of the rotor copper loss and mechanical 
loss allows for a more accurate characterisation of the voltage-current and core losses. When 
combined with the conventional no-load test results, it will be shown that this method 
enables the estimation of the voltage- and airgap-dependent mechanical losses through a 
comparative analysis. Table 7-4 presents the differences between the conventional and 
stationary no-load tests. 
 

   
Case A: back of cast rotor Case B: back of uncast 

rotor 
Case C: front of uncast 

rotor 
Figure 7-13 AFIM stationary no-load test schematics. 

Figure 7-13 presents the three alternative AFIM stationary no-load test arrangements 
using (1) the back of the cast rotor, (2) the back of the uncast rotor, and (4) the front of the 
uncast rotor. These cases provide flexibility for performing the test before or after rotor 
casting. In cases A and B, the back side of the rotor is placed on the air gap. These 
configurations provide a relatively short magnetic flux return path to the stator. Case C, 
where the front side of the uncast rotor faces the stator, represents the configuration that 
most replicate the magnetic path conditions of a conventional rotating no-load test. 

 

  

  
(a) Case A (b) Rotational Case 

Figure 7-14 Magnetic flux density (𝑩𝑩) field comparisons between (a) Case A and (b) 
Rotational Case. 
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Figure 7-15 FEA airgap flux density comparison between rotational case and stationary 
case A. 

Figure 7-14 compares the airgap magnetic flux density distribution for the stationary 
(Case A) and the rotational cases, both of which exhibit a similar range (0-2T). In Case A, 
the flux density field exhibits shorter flux paths and more concentrated flux density vectors, 
suggesting a shorter effective magnetic path length. In contrast, the rotational case 
demonstrates elongated and spatially uniform flux vectors, indicative of a longer magnetic 
flux path due to the slotting effect. 

Figure 7-15 indicates the differences between the rotational case and the stationary case 
A. In case A, the airgap flux density consists of a 50Hz fundamental component and 
additional harmonics, which collectively produce the sharp peaks observed in the figure. In 
contrast, during synchronous rotation under no-load conditions, the flux density becomes 
fundamentally dominated (50 Hz) as the rotor rotates in synchronism with the stator field, 
effectively at zero relative frequency, resulting in the smoother profile observed. 

 

Figure 7-16 3-D FEA stationary no-load current versus voltage at different airgap lengths 
for back of cast rotor test, back of uncast rotor test, and front of uncast rotor test. 
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To verify the feasibility of the stationary no-load test method, the AFIM stationary no-
load test is first done through 3-D FEA simulations for the different configurations (see 
Figure 7-13). Figure 7-16 illustrates the stationary no-load test voltage and current 
characteristics. All four cases have similar voltage and current curves in the unsaturated 
region. In case A and case B, the back of the rotor with and without bars are placed on the 
wound stator, case A has a slightly higher current than case B at higher voltages (larger than 
rated voltage of 415V), likely due to the presence of the aluminium rotor bars. These two 
configurations show comparable results. Case C, the front of the rotor with no bars, and the 
rotational case yield similar results. However, case C and the rotational case have a steeper 
rise in the current at higher voltages. In the lower voltage no-load tests, the magnetic core 
operates below saturation, and the flux path length presents minimal effects on the current. 
At higher voltage, the configurations with longer flux paths (case A and case B) give higher 
magnetic reluctance resulting in higher magnetizing current. As a result, the stationary no-
load test method is acceptable for assessing the V-I characteristics. 

0.3 mm 0.5mm 0.7mm 

   

   

Figure 7-17 Core losses from 3-D FEA stationary and rotational tests. 

The 3-D FEA no-load simulation results allow for separating the stator and rotor core 
losses (see top of Figure 7-17). As the stator core loss is primarily affected by the terminal 
voltage and frequency, hence all the cases give similar results. the lower figures of Figure 
7-17 compare the core losses of the AFIM under the stationary and rotational no-load tests 
for different airgap lengths and structural configurations (Case A-C). It is observed that the 
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rotor core loss in all stationary cases is significantly higher than that in the rotational case 
across the full voltage range. In the stationary tests, the rotor remains static while being 
exposed to the full relative frequency (50Hz) alternating magnetic field generated by the 
stator. As a result, this leads to substantial hysteresis and eddy current losses. In contrast, 
under rotational conditions, the rotor operates near synchronous speed, and the relative 
frequency between the rotor and stator magnetic field is reduced to around zero. 
Consequently, the rotor experiences a much lower frequency, resulting in significantly 
reduced core losses.  

 

Figure 7-18 AFIM stationary no-load experimental set-up (left: stationary test, right: 
testing rig). 

Among all the stationary cases, case C exhibits the highest rotor core loss, due to the 
presence of rotor slots, the flux has the longest rotor path length (through the rotor teeth 
and yoke). Therefore, the rotor core loss obtained from the rotational test is considered to 
best represent the fundamental rotor core loss. However, the comparison of the calculated 
and measured iron loss in the stationary test provides a convenient means for checking the 
accuracy of the modelled iron loss without the need to separate mechanical losses. 

As only a cast rotor is available in the lab, only case A could be tested. To achieve the 
different airgap lengths, non-magnetic spacers with known thickness (≈ 0.1𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 per piece) 
are placed between the stator and the rotor. The phase-to-phase resistance is initially 
checked and was measured at 5.4ohms, hence the phase -to-neutral resistance of 2.7ohms. 
Figure 7-19 shows the current and corresponding power loss measured under the stator-
only condition, where up to 20% of the rated voltage is incrementally applied. As observed, 
the phase current exhibits a nearly linear relationship with voltage, which aligns with the 
expectations for this configuration. Such stator-only testing can also be used to estimate the 
iron loss characteristics of the stator core material under varying excitation conditions. By 
repeating the measurement across different voltage levels or frequencies, one can extract 
the dependency of core loss on flux density and frequency. This makes the method suitable 
for validation of core loss models [102]. 
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Figure 7-19 Stator-only testing, with 20% of rated voltage applied. 

 

Figure 7-20 Stationary experimental testing showing current versus voltage at different 
airgaps. 

Figure 7-20 presents the measured voltage-current curves for six different airgap lengths. 
It is observed that at same excited voltage and frequency, the current increases with airgap 
length. This is because the longer airgap length increases the reluctance of the magnetic 
circuit and reduces both the magnetizing inductance (𝐿𝐿𝑚𝑚) and magnetizing reactance (𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚). 
The test results also proved the prototyped AFIM is not highly saturated as the curve is 
nearly linear, particularly for currents below the rated voltage of 415V. It is also essential to 
monitor any increases in winding resistance (𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠) due to heating. The winding resistance was 
initially measured at 2.7ohms, which then increased to 2.85ohms after 30 minutes of testing. 
To accurately separate the winding loss (see Figure 7-19), it is necessary to allow for cooling 
after each set of testing. 

 

Figure 7-21 Separated loss from experimental stationary no-load test for winding losses. 
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Figure 7-22 Core loss comparison between the experimental and 3-D FEA stationary no-
load tests. 

Figure 7-22 shows the results of the experiment and FEA stationary no-load tests, which 
demonstrate the core loss versus terminal voltage for different airgap lengths. The test aims 
to validate that the core in the lab and FEA model present similar properties. For the lab 
tests, the total power can be captured from the power analyser and hence the core loss is 
extracted from the differences between the input power and the winding loss. It is important 
to note that the changes in the stator resistance due to the temperature fluctuations are not 
accounted. The core loss from the lab shows variations between 64W to 73W. The core loss 
from FEA shows variations between 60W to 68W. Consequently, the stationary no-load FEA 
and experiment results show a reasonable match. This also confirms that the FEA model is 
suitable for further validation and comparison with the experimental results. 

 
(a) 

   
(b) 

Figure 7-23 Stationary no-load test for both the lab and FEA, (a) non-corrected lab 
versus FEA stationary results, (b) corrected lab versus FEA stationary results with offset 
of 0.2mm or 0.3mm. 
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The equivalent circuit parameters from the proposed AFIM stationary FEA no-load and 
the locked rotor simulations were used to predict the AFIM performance and the results 
compared with the full FEA results (see Figure 7-24). There is a good correspondence at the 
key points, such as at the starting, and from no-load to rated load, however in the middle 
speed region, there are some significant differences. Thus, the proposed AFIM stationary 
test method has the capabilities to initially predict the electromagnetic performance with 
the relatively simple tests on the manufactured and unassembled AFIMs. 

Figure 7-23 illustrates the FEA and lab stationary no-load current versus voltage at 
different airgaps of 0.3mm, 0.5mm, and 0.7mm. Notably, the airgap length can be easily and 
precisely set at the predefined value in the FEA modelling. However, achieving the exact 
airgap length in the lab is difficult due to the surface irregularities, which produce an airgap 
length “offset” value. This offset value can be experimentally determined by comparing the 
FEA and lab results and was found to be about 0.2mm (see Figure 7-23(b)). It illustrates the 
lab test results show good correspondence with the FEA simulation results with this offset 
value for the different airgap values. Figure 7-24 and Table 7-5 show the simplified 
equivalent circuit parameters from the lab and FEA stationary tests, excluding the core loss 
resistance (𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐). As previously discussed in Figure 7-17, the stationary condition leads to an 
overestimation of the rotor core loss, which undermines the accuracy of 𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 obtained from 
the no-load test. Therefore, the 𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 is not reported here to avoid the misleading interpretation. 

Table 7-5 Equivalent circuit parameters for different methods. 

 𝑅𝑅1 [Ω] 𝑅𝑅2′  [Ω] 𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 [Ω] 𝑋𝑋1 [Ω] 𝑋𝑋2′  [Ω] 
FEA EC 2.7 2.52 50.72 3.85 3.85 

Lab stationary EC 2.7 2.14 67.72 4.21 4.21 
 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 7-24 Corrected stationary FEA EC, rotating FEA, and FEA EC (a) torque and (b) 
current characteristics using an offset gap value of 0.2mm. 
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7.5 Rotating Tests for AFIM with Different Airgaps 

As 3-D FEA has now confirmed the validity of the proposed stationary no-load test using 
both stationary and rotating tests, only experimental comparisons between the stationary 
and rotating tests are presented in the following sections. As mentioned in Section 6.4, the 
bearing positioner has a thread pitch of 2mm per 360° rotation, which allows the airgap to 
be adjusted by controlling the rotation angle of the positioner. The “zero” airgap position, 
where the rotor just contacts the stator was found to occur at an angle of 18°. This angle 
serves as the baseline reference for the estimated airgap values during the test. 

It is also important to note that the designed airgap adjustor uses the motor housing as 
a reference, where eight evenly-spaced structural ribs around the circumference provide an 
approximate 45° increments for estimation (see Figure 7-26(a)). Based on this thread pitch, 
each 45° rotation corresponds to an airgap change of 0.25 mm. However, due to the absence 
of a precise angular index, the actual rotation angle during adjustment was difficult to 
determine. This limitation was consistently observed during experimental procedures, 
where repeatable and fine airgap adjustments proved challenging. Therefore, the airgap 
values reported in the following sections and sometimes a range (eg. 0.5-0.625mm) rather 
than exact values, in order to more accurately represent the real conditions faced during the 
testing. 

Although the reported airgap values are approximate, further insight into the actual 
airgap value can be obtained by comparing the experimental and FEA results. As 
demonstrated in the stationary no-load test, such comparisons are useful for identifying the 
airgap offset value from the true electromagnetic gap. In the following section, no offset 
calibration was performed during the initial testing phases, neither under rotating no-load 
nor loading conditions. 

The results presented in the following sections show the above airgap estimate and do 
not incorporate any offset, though this estimated later. This approach ensures that the 
original test conditions are represented and that the impact of mechanical and assembly 
tolerances remains visible. To highlight the influence of airgap offset, additional figures are 
provided in which the performance curves are reprocessed with an estimated correction 
applied. A example is given in Figure 7-46, where a consistent discrepancy of approximately 
0.3 mm between experimental and FEA results suggests this is the likely airgap offset, 
caused by mechanical tolerances in the assembled prototype. 
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7.5.1 Rotating No-load Tests for AFIM with Different Airgaps 

 

Figure 7-25 Prototype AFIM rotating no-load test setup. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 7-26 (a) Airgap adjuster rotation angle versus corresponding expected airgap 
length, (b) Measured no-load current versus line voltage at smaller airgap settings. 

Table 7-6 Airgap adjuster rotation angle versus airgap and the corresponding maximum 
operating voltage. 

Adjuster degree Airgap change Max volts  

 

[deg] [mm] [V] 
≈18 ≈0.00 - 
≈22 ≈0.12 164.3 
≈40 ≈0.20 215.5 
≈55 ≈0.30 256.4 
≈65 ≈0.37 300.5 
≈75 ≈0.42 333.4 
≈80 ≈0.45 358.7 
≈90 ≈0.50 414.4 
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Figure 7-25 presents the setup used for the no-load rotating test of the prototyped AFIM. 
Figure 7-26(b) shows the voltage and current profiles at lower airgap length settings. The 
light blue symbols indicate results obtained prior to rotor surface smoothing, reflecting the 
minimum tolerable airgap of the unsmoothed prototype. It is also observed that the 
assembled AFIM fails to exhibit complete I-V characteristics at small airgaps above certain 
voltage levels (see Figure 7-26(b)), accompanied by abnormal acoustic noise indicative of 
rotor-stator contact. This is likely caused by the axial force, resulting in reduction of the 
airgap and hence rotor-stator contact. 

Table 7-6 presents the relationship between the adjustment rotation angle, the resulting 
feed distance, and the corresponding maximum operating voltage at which the motor can 
safely function without rotor-stator contact. As the adjuster rotates from approximately 22 
degrees to 90 degrees, the expected airgap length increases from about 0.13mm to 0.5mm, 
allowing higher operating voltages from 164V to 414V. The plotted curve on the right 
illustrates this trend, showing a nonlinear relationship between voltage and displacement. 
This behaviour reflects the increasing axial force and mechanical displacement risk at 
smaller airgaps, thereby the prototype AFIM with rated voltage is unable to safely operate 
at the expected 0.5mm airgap. As the airgap increases, the risk of rotor-stator contact is 
reduced. Experimental observations confirm that at larger airgap settings, the motor can be 
gradually run up to the rated voltage without any physical contact between the rotor and 
stator. 

Figure 7-27 compares the no-load current-voltage characteristics obtained under 
stationary conditions with those measured during rotation, both with and without the 
dynamometer connection, across a range of airgaps. It is observed that when the airgap 
adjuster reaches around 90 degrees to 112.5 degrees, corresponding to an airgap length of 
0.5mm to 0.62mm, the motor can complete the full current-voltage profile without rotor-
stator contact. The figures show a close agreement between the stationary no-load testing 
method. This consistency demonstrates that the stationary configuration, by simplifying 
experimental procedures, serves as a practical alternative for characterising the magnetising 
current behaviour in the AFIM. 
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(a) (b) 

  
(c) (d) 

  
(e) (f) 

 
(g) 

Figure 7-27 No-load experimental current versus line voltage at various airgaps under 
three conditions: stationary (green line), rotating with dynamometer connection (pink 
crosses),  and rotating without dynamometer connection (blue diamonds). 

The magnetizing reactance 𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 is an important parameter for characterising the magnetic 
behaviour and saturation effects in induction motors, particularly in the axial-flux 
configurations where airgap sensitivity is high. A comparison of the value of 𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 of the 
AFIMs obtained from stationary and rotating no-load tests under various airgap lengths is 
shown in Figure 7-28. The results demonstrate a consistent trend wherein 𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 initially rises 
with increasing current, reflecting the nonlinear permeability response at low excitation 
levels. A comparative analysis of the stationary and rotating profiles indicates a close 
agreement, especially within the mid-to-large airgap regimes (0.8 mm to 1.0 mm). This 
correlation substantiates the stationary no-load testing method as a reliable and repeatable 
technique for estimating the magnetizing reactance of AFIMs. The method proves 
particularly valuable in scenarios where rotational testing is constrained by mechanical 
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imbalance, high axial force, or safety concerns, such as in early-stage prototyping. These 
findings also highlight the unique challenges faced in AFIM design, where the axial airgap 
must be tightly controlled to balance electromagnetic performance against mechanical 
feasibility. The stationary testing process developed herein offers a practical and effective 
method for design verification without the need for complex test setups or precision aligned 
rotating fixtures. 

 

Figure 7-28 Measured variation of magnetizing reactance with no-load current for the 
prototype AFIM under both stationary and rotating conditions at 50Hz, across a range 
of airgap lengths. 

Table 7-7 No-load and locked rotor equivalent circuit parameters collected from lab 
stationary and rotating tests. 

 𝑅𝑅1 [Ω] 𝑅𝑅2′  [Ω] 𝑋𝑋𝑚𝑚 [Ω] 𝑋𝑋1 [Ω] 𝑋𝑋2′  [Ω] 
Stationary 0.6mm 2.7 2.14 60.76 4.21 4.21 

Rotating 0.5-0.625mm 2.7 2.42 60.11 4.15 4.15 
Stationary 0.7mm 2.7 2.14 55.39 4.32 4.32 

Rotating 0.625-0.75mm 2.7 2.52 54.99 4.27 4.27 
Stationary 0.8mm 2.7 2.13 50.98 4.24 4.24 

Rotating 0.75-0.875mm 2.7 2.38 50.07 4.19 4.19 
Stationary 0.9mm 2.7 2.20 48.51 4.34 4.34 

Rotating 0.875-1.0mm 2.7 2.47 47.15 4.18 4.18 
Stationary 1.0mm 2.7 2.17 44.37 4.23 4.23 

Rotating 1.0-1.125mm 2.7 2.23 43.87 4.20 4.20 
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0.5-0.625mm 0.625-0.75mm 0.75-0.875mm 

  
0.875-1.0mm 1.0-1.125mm 

Figure 7-29 Stationary no-load core losses at different airgap lengths, comparing results 
before and after rotor core loss compensation. 

As previously observed in Figure 7-15, the overestimated rotor core loss in the stationary 
condition may compromise the accuracy of the electromagnetic prediction based on 
stationary no-load testing. Figure 7-22 illustrates the core loss results from both 
experimental measurements and the 3-D FEA simulations. The FEA model shows core loss 
values comparable to those observed in the lab, validating the consistency between the FEA 
model and the prototype motor. To mitigate the effect of overestimated rotor core loss under 
the stationary no-load test, a semi-FEA method is employed. As confirmed in Figure 7-22, 
the core loss predicted by the FEA stationary no-load aligns well with lab stationary results 
under different airgap lengths. Leveraging this agreement, the core loss observed in 
stationary lab tests is adjusted to reflect the more realistic rotating condition. This semi-FEA 
approach (see Figure 7-29) compensates for the stationary overestimation by integrating the 
FEA-based insights into interpretation of the experimental data. 
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0.5-0.625mm 0.625-0.75mm 0.75-0.875mm 

  
0.875-1.0mm 1.0-1.125mm 

Figure 7-30 Sum of mechanical losses and core losses for stationary, with dynamometer, 
and without dynamometer no-load tests.  

Figure 7-30 illustrates the sum of the mechanical losses and core losses obtained for 
stationary, with dynamometer, and without dynamometer no-load tests under various 
airgap lengths. Notably, for AFIMs, accurately separating the mechanical losses in 
conventional rotating no-load tests is challenging due to the axial force increasing 
quadratically with voltage. This makes the stationary no-load method a valuable approach 
for evaluating purely electromagnetic losses without interference from voltage-dependent 
mechanical effects (see Figure 7-10). The blue curve, corresponding to the without 
dynamometer no-load test, effectively captures the sum of mechanical losses and core losses, 
making it possible to estimate the total mechanical loss. By subtracting the stationary no-
load results (reflecting only electromagnetic losses), the mechanical loss of the prototype 
motor can be separated. The purple curve represents the with dynamometer case (radial-
flux machine), where the dynamometer further adds to the rotational drag, where 
additional rotational drag from the dynamometer leads to higher combined losses, 
measured to be approximately 50W. The separated mechanical loss versus voltage at 
different airgaps are given in Figure 7-31. 
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Figure 7-31 Separated mechanical loss as a function of terminal line voltage for 0.6mm 
to 1.0mm airgap lengths of the AFIM. 

 

 

Figure 7-32 Effects of airgap length and axial force and mechanical loss for AFIM. 

Figure 7-32 illustrates the relationship between the airgap length, axial force, and 
mechanical losses in the prototype AFIM. The axial force data are extracted from 3-D FEA, 
as validated in CHAPTER 5. In the left plot, two curves are shown: the red curve represents 
the axial force variation as the airgap length changes from 0.1mm to 1.0mm, while the black 
curve presents the corresponding mechanical losses experimentally measured under the 
rated voltage of 415V. It is evident that as the airgap decreases, the axial force increases 
significantly, and results in a corresponding increase in mechanical losses. Specifically, 
within the practical test range of 0.6mm to 1.0mm, the mechanical loss rises approximately 
10W per around 0.1mm reduction in airgap, indicating the growing impact of rotor-stator 
forces and bearing friction. 

The right plot shows this correlation by presenting mechanical losses directly as a 
function of axial force at 415V, demonstrating a near-linear relationship. This supports the 
theoretical prediction in Figure 7-11. Moreover, this relationship can serve as a useful 
reference when applying the same bearing to other axial-flux motor designs. By accurately 
modelling the axial force through FEA in the new design, the corresponding mechanical 
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loss can be approximately estimated using the established correlation. This enables more 
precise efficiency predictions during the early design stage, particularly when direct 
mechanical loss measurements are impractical. 

   
0.5-0.625mm 0.625-0.75mm 0.75-0.875mm 

  
0.875-1.0mm 1.0-1.125mm 

Figure 7-33 Comparison of the loss breakdown variations of the AFIM with different 
airgap lengths. 

The loss breakdown variations of the AFIM with different airgap lengths are given in 
Figure 7-33. Each subplot presents the distribution of winding loss, core loss, and 
mechanical loss as a function of input voltage for a specific airgap interval ranging from 
0.5mm to 1.125mm. As the airgap increases the mechanical loss component generally 
decreases due to the reduction in axial force, which drops from approximately 80W to 56W. 
In contrast, the winding losses increase significantly, from about 205W to 389W, primarily 
because the larger airgap weakens the magnetic coupling and requires higher magnetizing 
current, which increases in response to the increased airgap reluctance while maintaining 
constant flux (𝐸𝐸 = 4.44 ∙ 𝑓𝑓 ∙ 𝑁𝑁 ∙ 𝜑𝜑). Meanwhile, since the average flux density is maintained, 
the core loss, which depends on the flux magnitude and frequency, does not change 
significantly (see Figure 7-22). 
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7.5.2 Rotating Loading Tests for AFIM with Different Airgaps 

7.5.2.1 Dynamometer components for Loading Measurement of AFIM 

 

Figure 7-34 Dynamometer test rig and its components. 

 

Figure 7-35 Dynamometer test frame wiring guide, provided by the University of Adelaide 
Laboratory. 
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Figure 7-36 Wiring schematic of the AFIM test rig. 

Figure 7-34 presents the experimental setup used for the performance evaluation of the 
AFIM under the load condition. The key components of the test bench are clearly labelled. 
The test motor (marked in the purple dashed block) is mechanically coupled to a torque and 
speed sensor, which is further connected to a dynamometer motor (left side). Two small DC 
supplies (left) power the speed sensor circuits and torque sensor, respectively. The right -
hand side DC supply is used for the DC winding resistance measurement. The Variac (right 
bottom) controls the magnitude of the 3ph AC input voltage to the test motor. On the load 
side, the dynamometer motor (left) is operated through a commercial inverter (bottom-left), 
which controls the rotational speed of the dynamometer and hence imposes a mechanical 
load on the AFIM under test. The dynamometer holds the test motor at the prescribed speed, 
allowing torque to be measured as a function of speed, the electrical input quantities are 
monitored in real time using the power analyser, the oscilloscope (top) is used to check the 
speed pulse signal, while the mechanical data is collected through the torque and speed 
sensors and also fed to the power analyser. 
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The layout and physical dimensions of the test bench are given in Figure 7-35, detailing 
the placement of the terminals and measurement channels. The corresponding three-phase 
wiring schematic is provided in Figure 7-36, where the AFIM is supplied via the Variac (3ph 
0-470V, 15A), and the dynamometer machine and dynamometer cooling fan are protected 
by contactors and braking circuit. The dynamometer motor is a 415V, 5.5kW (7.5hp), 14.4A, 
50Hz, 37Nm induction machine. The Voltech PM3000A 3ph power analyser is used to 
collect key testing data, including raw efficiency (uncompensated by offset), torque, speed, 
voltage, current, input power, output power and power factor. 

Speed measurement is performed using a sinusoidal encoder with a resolution of 60 
pulses per revolution. The encoder outputs an analog voltage with a frequency proportional 
to the rotational speed, with a peak-to-peak amplitude of about 3V at 5000rpm. 

The torque is measured using a Himmelstein strain-gauge torque transducer (Model 
79002V) capable of operating over two ranges. The torque sensor provides a 5V full-scale 
analog output: for the low-torque range (11.3Nm), the sensitivity is 2.26Nm/V, and for the 
high-torque range (56.5Nm), the scale is 11.3Nm/V. The high torque range was used in this 
test.  

7.5.2.2 Test Process for Electromagnetic Performance of the AFIM Prototype 

The prototype AFIM was designed with an industrial standard operating voltage of 
415V. The entire design and optimisation processes were conducted in CHAPTER 4 are 
under this nominal voltage. No specific optimisation or recalibration was performed for 
alternative supply voltages such as 380V or 400V. Consequently, the electromagnetic 
performance under these voltages may not reflect an optimally tuned condition, particularly 
in terms of efficiency. Nevertheless, experimental tests were also conducted at 380V and 
400V to evaluate the electromagnetic performance. These voltages are commonly found in 
other international grids (400V in Europe and 380V in parts of Asia) [103], and their 
inclusion enables a more comprehensive assessment of the adaptability of the prototype 
AFIM. To evaluate the motor under various loading conditions, a series of controlled tests 
are performed using the dynamometer system mechanically coupled to the shaft (Figure 
7-32).  

The AFIM is powered by a three-phase AC supply through a variac, allowing for gradual 
voltage ramp-up to the rated 415V. During the start-up, the dynamometer operates in speed 
control mode, maintaining a controlled rotational speed slightly below the motor’s 
synchronous speed (750rpm for 8-pole 50Hz AFIM). By varying the dynamometer speed 
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setpoint, the corresponding torque developed by the motor can be measured across a range 
of operating slips. 

At each load condition, the power analyser is used to monitor the key electrical and 
mechanical quantities. To ensure that only steady-state values are captured, the analyser is 
configured to average over 60 data points before recording the result. Moreover, any torque 
offset on the torque transducer or readout is first calibrated by rotating the dynamometer at 
in a forward and the reverse directions at the same speed. 

 

Figure 7-37 Mechanical loss @415V at different airgaps. 

Figure 7-37 illustrates the measured mechanical loss across various airgap ranges at 415V. 
To isolate the mechanical loss component at this voltage, the AFIM is tested a different 
voltages while mechanically decoupled from the dynamometer. In this condition, the 
measured input power includes factors from stator winding loss, core loss, and voltage-
dependent mechanical losses. The previously discussed stationary no-load test, along with 
the compensated core loss profile (see Figure 7-29). is used as a baseline to subtract the 
electromagnetic components. The resulting difference between the two power–voltage 
curves represent the estimated mechanical losses. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 7-38 Loading performance of 0.5-0.625mm AFIM (a) rotating speed versus 
loading, (b) phase current versus loading.  
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Figure 7-38 shows the variation of rotating speed and phase current with load under 
three supply voltages: 380V, 400V, and 415V. These tests are conducted specifically at the 
0.5-0.625mm airgap setting. This range is selected because, for larger airgaps, the test AFIM 
is unable to deliver the full-load torque at 380V and 400V without exceeding the rated 
current limit. Therefore, only the smallest allowable airgap is used for this set of tests. At 
lower supply voltages (380V and 400V), the speed drop is more when approaching full-load 
torque (30Nm) (see Figure 7-38(a)). This is because the reduced voltage leads to a lower 
airgap flux density, which in turn weakens the torque capability at a given slip. To 
compensate, the motor slip is increased to increase the rotor current and maintain the torque 
under weakened flux conditions. This trend is clearly reflected in Figure 7-38(b), where the 
phase current increases more steeply at lower voltages as the motor approaches full load. 

 

Figure 7-39 Power factor versus load under different supply voltages (380V, 400V, 415V). 

Figure 7-39 shows that, at the same load level, lower supply voltages give higher power 
factors. This is due to the reduced magnetizing current requirement at lower voltages, which 
results in a smaller reactive component in the stator current. In contrast, higher voltages 
increase the magnetizing current and reactive power, thereby lowering the overall power 
factor but also increase the torque capability. It is also observed that in the low to medium 
load range (20%–60%), the voltage-dependent difference in the power factor is relatively 
small. As the load approaches full load, the gap between power factor values at different 
voltages narrows. 
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Figure 7-40 Efficiency versus load under different supply voltages (380V, 400V, 415V). 

Figure 7-40 presents the measured efficiency of the AFIM across varying loadings under 
three supply voltages. All three voltages show similar trends, reaching peak efficiency 
around 60%-80% of load. At approximately 40% load, the 380V supply exhibits the highest 
efficiency of 75.5%, compared to 74.8% for 400V and 75.2% for 415V. At light load, the 380V 
case exhibits the lowest current (see Figure 7-38), resulting in reduced copper loss, and hence 
higher efficiency. At around 80% of load, the 415V supply delivers the highest efficiency 
which is measured at 75.2%. It is important to note that the reported efficiencies in Figure 
7-40 excludes offset present in the torque sensor readings. To improve the measurement 
accuracy, an offset calibration test of the torque sensor is conducted in the following figures. 

   
(a) 380V (b) 400V (c) 415V 

Figure 7-41 Efficiency versus load under different supply voltages (380 V, 400 V, and 
415 V), comparing raw and offset compensated efficiency.  

In the experimental setup, the dynamometer is capable of rotating in both forward and 
reverse directions, controlled via an inverter. The test AFIM is powered such that its 
rotational direction is reverse (REV) relative to the dyno’s default direction. As a result, 
when measuring the output torque, the sensor reports negative values. The torque sensor 
offset is a non-zero reading when the transducer is unloaded. The observed torque sensor 
offset of 0.5Nm in the reverse direction. Therefore, the value of 0.5Nm was taken as the 
torque offset. Figure 7-41 compares the AFIM efficiency before and after accounting for the 
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torque sensor offset. However, they do not show large differences at full load at different 
supply voltages. 

 

Figure 7-42 Rotating speed versus load for different airgap ranges. The rated full-load 
speed is indicated in the bottom-left corner. 

Figure 7-42 presents the relationship between rotating speed and loading for the AFIM 
under varying airgap lengths. Larger airgap lengths exhibit higher slip and thus lower 
speeds under the same loading conditions compared to operation with smaller airgaps (≈
0.5 − 0.625𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚). The inset graph highlights that the full load speed for the smallest airgap 
is measured at 713rpm. The original design specification assumed a nominal airgap of 
0.5mm, targeting a full load speed of about 720rpm. Such differences can be primarily 
attributed to a larger actual airgap caused by mechanical deformation, machining tolerances, 
or assembly misalignment.  

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 7-43 (a) Experimental (left) and 3-D FEA (middle) measured current versus load 
for different airgap lengths (b) Comparison of no-load and full-load current margins 
between the FEA predictions and laboratory measurements. 

Figure 7-43 shows the experimentally measured stator current versus load for various 
airgap ranges. In Figure 7-43(a), both the FEA and lab results exhibit similar trends but differ 
in values. It is also observed that the difference in current across various airgaps is higher 
under no-load conditions but becomes less significant as the load increases. This is because, 
at no load, the stator current is dominated by the magnetizing current 𝐼𝐼𝑚𝑚, which is highly 
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sensitive to airgap length. However, under load, the load current 𝐼𝐼𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙, an active component 
proportional to torque demand, becomes the dominant portion of the total stator current. 

Figure 7-43(b) compares the current magnitudes obtained from FEA and lab 
measurements across different airgap lengths under no-load and full load conditions. For 
each case, the vertical bars represent the current range due to varying airgaps, while the 
horizontal dashed bars indicate the average value. It is observed that the lab-measured 
average current is slightly higher than the FEA results across various airgaps, by 4.1% at no 
load and 3.9% at full load. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 7-44 Power factor variation under different airgap lengths across loadings, (a) 
experimental results (b) FEA results. 

Figure 7-44 presents the variation of power factor under different airgap lengths across 
a range of loading levels. Figure 7-44(a) presents experimental results, while Figure 7-44(b) 
shows FEA results. At light loads, both the lab and FEA results with larger airgaps show 
slightly higher power factor than at smaller gaps. This is noticeable in the FEA results below 
at around 20% of loading, and in the lab under even lower loads. In addition, the lab curve 
for the smallest airgap group (0.5-0.625mm) closely aligns with the FEA result for 0.8mm, 
suggesting that the actual assembled airgap is larger than that estimated by the airgap 
adjustor.  This discrepancy may be attributed to mechanical misalignment, deformation, or 
fixture compliance, resulting in a larger effective average airgap than the nominal setting. 

In Figure 7-45, each subplot presents the efficiency versus loading, showing both the lab 
and the FEA predicted results at different airgaps. For the lab results, two versions are 
shown: one including mechanical loss and one without (see Figure 7-45). It is observed that 
single-sided AFIMs are particularly sensitive to mechanical losses. In the 0.5-0.625mm 
airgap test, the experimental efficiency reaches around 78% efficiency at 80% loading, which 
is approximately 3% lower than the FEA-predicted efficiency of the 0.5mm model under the 
same conditions. Notably, the FEA model does not account for mechanical losses. After 
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applying mechanical loss compensation, the experimental efficiency improves to around 
81.0%, approaching but still slightly below the FEA-predicted value of 81.6%. 

  

  

 

Figure 7-45 Comparison of the test AFIM efficiency between lab and the FEA results 
across different airgap lengths under varying loadings. 

 

Figure 7-46 Comparison between the lab measured efficiency for the 0.5–0.625 mm 
airgap and the FEA-predicted efficiency at 0.8 mm. 
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Table 7-8 Full-load efficiency comparisons between FEA and experimental tests. 

FEA airgaps FEA loading (%) Lab Loading (%) Errors 
0.5mm 81.6 77.4 4.2 
0.6mm 80.9 77.1 3.8 
0.7mm 80.2 76.1 4.1 
0.8mm 78.8 75.6 3.2 
0.9mm 77.6 75.2 2.4 

In addition, the 0.5-0.625mm airgap lab measured efficiency including mechanical loss 
aligns more closely with the FEA curve for a larger airgap, such as 0.8mm, consistent with 
the earlier observation from the power factor analysis. Table 7-8 further shows this 
observation by comparing full-load efficiencies predicted from FEA and the experimental 
tests across a range of expected airgaps.  

Table 7-9 Full-load efficiency comparisons between experimental tests and brochure. 

 FEA 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟 (%) Tested 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟 (%) Brochure 𝜂𝜂𝑟𝑟 (%) 
2.2kW 8 pole RFIM 81.7 - 81.0 
2.2kW 8 pole AFIM 82.6 77.5 - 

Table 7-9 shows a comparison of full-load efficiency based on experimental results for 
the AFIM, FEA simulations for both AFIM and RFIM, and manufacturer-provided 
specifications for the RFIM. Due to mounting limitations on the available test bench, a full-
load test for the commercial 2.2 kW 8-pole RFIM could not be performed at this stage. The 
prototype AFIM demonstrated a measured full-load efficiency of 77%, which is lower than 
both the 81% efficiency reported for the RFIM in the manufacturer’s specifications and the 
FEA-predicted efficiency for the AFIM. However, the FEA results, conducted under 
idealised conditions without accounting for mechanical losses, suggest that the AFIM 
should outperform the RFIM in terms of electromagnetic efficiency. Given that the RFIM 
was not tested under the same experimental setup, a direct and reliable comparison remains 
inconclusive at this point. 

Table 7-10 Comparison of key material weights and cost between the commercial 2.2kW 
8-pole RFIM and the equivalent prototype AFIM.   

 RFIM AFIM Differences (%) 
Rotor core weight (kg) 10.5 6.5 38 
Stator core weight (kg) 11.2 9.9 12 
Rotor bar weight (kg) 1.8 1.4 22 

Stator copper weight (kg) 3.5 2.5 29 
Total weight (kg) 27 20 25 

Material cost (USD) 62 45 37 
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Table 7-10 shows a comparison between the commercial 2.2kW eight pole RFIM and the 
prototype equivalent AFIM in terms of material usage and torque density. The AFIM 
demonstrates notable reductions in material consumption. Specifically, the rotor core, stator 
core, rotor bar and stator copper weights are reduced by 38%, 12%, and 29%, respectively. 
The total motor weight is reduced by 25%, contributing a significant increase in torque 
density, which improved from 1.1Nm/kg in the RFIM to 1.5Nm/kg in the AFIM, showing a 
36% improvement over the RFIM. This outcome aligns with one of the key expectations of 
the project, enhancing the power-to-weight ratio of the motor. The weight reduction 
combined with comparable performance confirms that the AFIM design meets its design 
objectives. 

7.6 Conclusion 

In this chapter, comprehensive experimental investigations into the electromagnetic and 
mechanical performance was performed for the newly designed 2.2kW AFIM. A series of 
experimental tests were done, including stationary and rotating no-load, locked rotor, and 
loading tests. The test results were compared with FEA simulations.  

A significant contribution of this chapter is to introduce and validate the proposed novel 
stationary no-load testing method for AFIMs. This enables no-load testing with varying 
airgap lengths without a fully-assembled motor. This capability not only simplifies the 
experimental process but also reduces costs and saves time. The stationary no-load test 
results were validated with FEA simulations and the conventional rotating no-load test, 
demonstrating the reliability of these methods in early assessment of key electromagnetic 
properties, such as the current versus voltage curves and core losses. In addition, the airgap 
offset values were found by comparing the experimental current versus voltage curves with 
FEA simulations. By applying this correction, unexpected effects of surface irregularities 
caused by manufacturing were significantly reduced.  

Another important aspect introduced in this chapter is to accurately separate the loss 
components. The presence of axial force, which varies significantly with the applied voltage 
and airgap length, leads to a challenge in separating losses of the AFIM. Coupled with FEA 
simulation results, the non-linear mechanical loss was accurately separated from the other 
loss components. This method suggests that the AFIM efficiency can be further improved 
through the combination of both mechanical and electromagnetic design. This section also 
concludes that the single-sided AFIM is more sensitive to the precise airgap adjustment and 
requires more careful mechanical structural design compared to the conventional RFIM.  
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Moreover, future research directions for AFIM should focus on the following aspects. 
Advanced loss modelling in FEA should be developed to accurately predict the 
performance of the axial flux motor; this can be done by understanding better the bearing 
friction under different airgap lengths and terminal voltages. Enhancement of the airgap 
length control is also critical, given the AFIM’s sensitivity to airgap variations, future 
research could explore the possibility of an airgap monitoring and adjustment system, 
perhaps enabling the automatic airgap adjustment, hence enhancing the operational 
stability and efficiency of the motor. 
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8.1 Conclusion 

This thesis investigates the potential of AFIM as viable alternatives to conventional 
RFIMs for line-start applications, with particular emphasis on the unique design and 
operational challenges inherent to AFIMs. To achieve this aim, the research had three main 
objectives, (a) developing a comprehensive AFIM design methodology to convert existing 
RFIMs to AFIMs; (b) investigating and mitigating axial force impacts through newly 
designed experimental and simulation-based analysis; (c) introducing a fast and low-cost 
testing method, the stationary no-load test, to evaluate the AFIM electromagnetic 
characteristics.  

CHAPTER 1 highlighted the importance of electric motors, particularly induction 
motors, and established the motivation for exploring AFIMs as alternatives to RFIMs, 
which, despite their robustness and simplicity, are limited in terms of efficiency and power 
density. CHAPTER 2 provided a comprehensive review of AFIM research and identified 
key gaps. CHAPTER 3 summarised the significance of AFIM electromagnetic 
characteristics, described an analytical approach for estimating magnetic fields at different 
radii, and explained the key factors influencing electric and magnetic loading. 

The significance of the of AFIM electromagnetic characteristics in the design of AFIMs 
were summarised in the third chapter. The procedure for analytical estimation of the 
magnetic fields at different radii was described. The important factors which play 
determinative roles in the electric and magnetic loading at different motor diameters were 
also explained. CHAPTER 4 introduced a new design method for the axial-flux induction 
motors. This approach introduced a preliminary sizing method, coupled with a developed 
design Pareto front curve, which incorporates newly defined electric and magnetic loading 
parameters. This developed method was then applied to convert existing four, six, eight 
pole 2.2kW RFIM designs to AFIMs. 
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A comprehensive comparative study was performed on the proposed axial-flux and 
commercial benchmark radial-flux induction motors. To further understand the differences 
between axial-flux and radial-flux induction motors, the effects of geometrical factors, such 
as the shape of the stator and rotor slots and the number of rotor slots, were also studied, 
and it was shown that the axial-flux induction motor design is sensitive to these parameters. 
The steady-state electromagnetic performance, such as efficiency, was also studied to 
evaluate the electric motor as it is a key parameter for both designers and customers. Given 
the structure and arrangement of the rotor and stator in axial-flux induction motors, the 
dynamic response was also investigated. The dynamic responses showed that the AFIM has 
longer settling time (due to its higher rotor inertia) but higher torque capability than the 
RFIM. More importantly, the electromagnetic performance and material cost comparisons 
show that at higher pole numbers, AFIMs may provide higher power density and higher 
efficiency. In particular for the eight-pole AFIM design considered showed a 14% material 
cost decrease with comparable efficiency. 

The distinctive structure of single-sided AFIMs offers the potential for better 
electromagnetic performance but also presents a significant challenge in the form of large 
unbalanced axial attractive forces. The design procedure used for the difficulties of AFIM 
construction were described. CHAPTER 5 focused on investigating the forces in both the 
newly designed 2.2kW and an existing 300W AFIM, with the goal of proposing 
experimental and numerical measurement methods. Based on the calculated axial force 
results at different airgaps, the bearing selection reference was provided. To validate the 3-
D FEA results, a locked-rotor test was conducted at different airgaps. Comparative studies 
on double-sided axial-flux and single-sided axial-flux induction motors are performed, and 
it showed that only the NS-DSSR-AFIM topology can effectively cancel the axial force and 
reduce the negative stiffness. 

CHAPTER 6 described the construction of the eight pole 2.2kW axial-flux induction 
motor prototype. The procedure described. Given the airgap is a key influence on the 
electromagnetic performance and the special structure that axial-flux motor has a 
specialised airgap adjustment mechanism was developed to facilitate experimental testing 
at various airgap lengths. 

Experiments on the prototype axial-flux motor were conducted. Using the structural 
benefits of the disc-shape AFIM, stationary no-load tests were performed by placing the 
back of the rotor and stator. To the best of the author’s knowledge this is the first time a 
stationary no-load test has been proposed for the AFIM. The stationary no-load test was 
conducted and used to extract the equivalent circuit parameters. The stationary no-load test 
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results demonstrated a strong capability in predicting the electromagnetic performance, 
showing reasonable accuracy in calculating the current and torque as a function of speed. 
Further loading tests were conducted to evaluate the AFIM steady-state performance under 
various load conditions. These loading results were then compared to the 3D FEA 
simulation results, showing that the overall performance trends across varying airgaps were 
in good agreement. However, when individual cases were examined in detail, it was 
observed that the experimental results for the AFIM with an expected airgap of 0.5mm were 
more closely aligned with the simulation results obtained at a larger airgap, 0.8mm. Such a 
deviation highlights the sensitivity of single-sided AFIM prototypes to mechanical 
tolerances, especially under high axial forces. Moreover, the single-sided AFIM prototype 
achieves a significantly higher power to electromagnetic material weight ratio of 81W/kg, 
compared to 110W/kg of the commercial RFIM. This power density highlights the 
lightweight potential of the AFIM, especially for applications where volume and mass 
constraints are critical. 

8.2 Recommendation for Future Works/Studies  

There are many avenues for further investigation. Given the direct relationship between 
AFIM diameter and power output, future studies could explore structural adaptions that 
avoid deformation in large-diameter AFIMs. In addition, addressing challenges related to 
imbalanced airgaps and reduced bearing lifespan in larger AFIMs could enable the use of 
these motors in higher-power applications while maintaining reliability and efficiency.  

CHAPTER 4 described double-sided machine as a solution to reduce the axial force 
issues and reduce associated risks. However, it introduces a trade-off by increasing the axial 
length of the motor. A printed circuit board (PCB) stator for double-sided AFIMs could be 
a potential way to further improve the power density with reduced axial length [68-71]. 
Most of the existing literature focuses on the axil-flux permanent magnet motor and so the 
use of PCB stators in an axial-flux induction motor remains as a relatively unexplored field. 
Additionally, PCB stators introduce new challenges regarding thermal performance. 
Integrating semiconductor cooling devices into the PCB could serve as a potential research 
area for PCB motor. 

Axial attractive forces remain a critical design challenge in single-sided AFIMs. While 
this thesis has proposed preliminary solutions, future work could focus on refining axial 
force management techniques, potentially integrating advanced materials or magnetic 
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solutions to minimise the axial force impact. These efforts would support the development 
of more stable and efficient axial-flux machines. 

In current work, the AFIM has been designed for line-start applications in this research. 
Given the axial-flux configuration, characterised by its wheel-like shape, the integration of 
wheel-shaped AFIMs in electric vehicle wheel hubs could be a highly topical of research. 
This is driven by the need for higher power density, more efficient propulsion systems. 
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